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Continuation of the mad feats of Orlando. The poet takes 
leave of Angelica. Diffentions in the camp of Agramànt re- 
newed. Rogero and Mandricardo firft named by lotto decide 
their quarrel for the fhield of He&or. Defcription, and iflue 
of their combat. Bradamant laments the abfence of her lover, 
and hears tidings of him by Hippalca. Rinaldo arrives at 
Mount Albano, and prepares with his brethren Guichardo, 
Richardo, Richardetto, and Alardo, and his kinfinen Vivian 
and Malagigi, to go to the afliftance of Charles. Bradamant 
remains behind at Mount Albano* 
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ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



WHEN Reafon, that fhould ftill ifc bounds 
reftrain 
Each fudden warmth -, to Paffion gives the rein ; 
And blindfold Rage our hand or lips £art move. 
To injure thofe who merit moft our love 3 
Though we with tears our errors pad bemoan f 
Such tears can never for th' offence atone* 
In vain, alas! I forely now repent 
Thofe words in which I gave my angei- vent $ 
Since like a wretch I fare, who while diitrefs'd 
With flow difeafe, has long his plaints fupprefs'd, 10 
Till hopelefs grown, to wild impatience driven, 
He arms his tongue againft difpenfing Heaven: 

B 2 His 



4 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXX. 

His health reftor'd, he owns his crime with grief, 

But words once fpokc admit of no relief. 

Yet, ever-courteous dames ! I hope from you i$ 

To meet that grace for which I lowly fue * 

Forgive, what from a lover's frenzy came, 

And to my beauteous foe transfer the blame * 

She plunges me in ills, fhe bids rtie burn 

With fierce refentment, that indulg'd muft turn 20 

On my own head — Heaven only knows if love 

So true as mine deferves fuch fate to pròve. 

Not lefs my madnefs than Orlando's rage, 

And fuch as well may pity's ear engage j 

Like his, ]who wandering now from hill to plain, 2| 

Had travers'd o'er Marfilius' wide domain. 

Day following day from place to place he flew, 
While at his back the lifelefs beaft he drew. 
At length he reach'd a ftream whofe ample tide 
Pour'd to the fea 5 there on the turfy fide $a 

The carcafe left, and fwiftly plunging o'er, 
He garin'd by ftrefs of arms the further ftiore : 
When near the banks a vi]^ge iwain he view'd, 
Who brought his horfe to water at the floQd, 
j^nd onward held his way, nor thought of fear 3$ 
To fee one naked like Orlando near. 
Let me (the madman cry'd) thy courfer take. 
With my good mare I mean th' exchange to make : 

Look 
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Look if thou wilt*— behold ftue«'Kes" at hand, 

For dead I left hertlteréon yottdter ftmnd* -40 

I left iier dead — but well I know thy care 

Will bind her ^founds and every hurt repair. : '; - i £ 

Give me thy fteed— «and with huxv father pay ' 

For fuch a fair exchange— difmount, I pray, 

In courtefy to fpced me on my way, 45. 

Loud laugh'd the fwain, butanfwerihg nota word 
fhe madman kft, and turnM him to the ford. 
Thou hear*ft me noe (enrag'd Orlando cry'd) ; n 
Give me thy hopfe^i-and with a lengthen'd ftride 
Advancing fwift, a ftaflf the herdfaian; fliook 50 
Of knotty oak," with which the* earl he ffiruck : 
At this the Paladin was rous'd to ire* 
He gnafh'd hi* teeth, his eye-balls flalh'd with fine» 
With hand unafm'd he dealt a crafting wound, 
And ftretch'd the peafant lifelefs on the ground. 55 
He mounts his fteed, he fcour* the public ways, 
And towns and villages in ruin lays* * 
No refi:, no provender, the beaft he gives, 
But in a few ihort days difabled leaves;. 

Ver. 54. With band ùimrTrtd—*] The Italian is^ 

Sul capo 4d pallore un pugno ferra ' 

Che fpezxaPoffb 

Literally, 

He'ftruck the fhepherd a blow on the head wifh his fift, and 
fplit bis fkull. 

B 3 . Nor 
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6 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B, XXX. 

Nor will Orlando long on foot remain, . 60 

But foon by force another fteed obtain : 

Whatever he meets his lawlefs prize he makea$ 

He kills the rider, and the courfer takes. 

Arriv'd at Malaga, the frantic knight 

Fill'd every part with tumult and affright : '6$. 

Such was the ravage of, his fearful hand, 

Two years fufjic'd not to recruit the land* 

Such numbers flain he left where'er he pafs'd, 

Such buildings burnt, to earth fo many'caft. 

That half the country look'd a dreary wafte, 

To Zizera he thence purfu'd his way, 

That near the ftraits of Zibelterra lay. ■ y. 

There loofen'd from the ftrand a bark he view'd, 

In which a troop for folace on the flood 

Enjoy'd the frefhnefs of the morning breeze, 75 

And fkimm'd the furface of the tranquil feas ; 

On them Orlando caU'd aloud to flay, 

And him their partner in the bark convey. 

In vain he call'd, when none to hear inclinld ; 

A gueft like him could little welcome find, «Q 

Swift o'er the level tide the veflel flies, 

As fails the fwallow through the liquid Ikies, 

At this, with blows on blows Orlando drives 
Hi? fteed, though loth, and at the fea arrives. 

The 
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The ftecd rcludant enters in the waves, 85 

Long vainly ftrtggling : nowthè water laves 
His knees and breaft ; now fwells on either fide, 
Till fcarce his head appears above the tide. 
No more returning fhall he quit the furge, 
While o'er his ears the madman waves the fcourge. 
Ah ! wretched fteed ! whofe life muft foon be loft, 91 
Unlefs thou fwimm'ft to Afric's diftant coaft. 
Now more and more withdrawing from the land, 
Orlando lofes fight of hills and ftrand. 
Far in the fea he wades ; between his eyes 9$ 

And objefts loft the billows fall and rife : 
Till now unequal to the watery ftrife, 
The beaft concludes his fwimming and his life : 
He funk, and with the fteed had funk his load, 
But felf-fupported on the heaving flood, 100 

His nervous arms and legs Orlando ply'd, 
And from his mouth expelPd the briny tide ; 
While Fortune, that o'er madmen ftill prefides, 
From death proferves him, and to Setta guides : 
Then lands him fafe, where near arofe in fight 105 
The walls in diftance twice an arrow's flight : 
At length he found along the tented coaft 
Encamp'd in fwarthy bands a countlefs hofk 

B 4 But 



S ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XX3? 

But let us leave the tari, till better, tiirie 

To him agaiirrccai' the wandering rhyme. riè 

What next to fair Angelica befel, 
Who late efcap'd- the madman's hand.fo veil*. 
And how lhe found a fhip in happy hour 
To bear her fafe for India's fpicy (bore; t#i 
There gave Medoro o'er her realms to reign, 115 
Others may fing in mpre exalted ftrain : 
I haften to the Tartar knight, who gain'd 
Such conqueft o'er his rival, as obtain'd 
The fàireft dame to fill a lover's arms 
That Europe boafts in all her bloom of charms, i»o 
Since from our clime Angelica retir'd, 
And Ifabella chaftc to Heaven afpir'd. 

Though Mandricardo heard with confciQus- pride 
The dame in his- behalf the caufe decide, 
Yet fliort enjoyment could that chance afford, 1 25 
When quarrels ftill on foot requir'd his fword. 
There young Rogero calFd him to the field, 
.And claim'd the argent eagle on his fhield : 

Ver. 109. But let us leave the early — ] He returns to Orlan- 
do, Book xxacix. ver. 277. 

% Ver. 116. Others mcy fing — ] Angelica, and Medoro ap~ 
ppar nò more in the courfe of this work. 

Gradaflb, 
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Gradaffp, kiflg tf Sericatta's hwjds* 
pdr Durindana heBe'thc^hhacmaiuls.' .. .:. ajo 
King Afcftaifata'S^kto • 

To ttì^fe-«^h^atào^ v 4PgtyftfiFe fubfidbb 
But nor Rogero will the Tartar knight 
J?ern?k' to bear, greaf K[f Qof'ft ftueld in fight, j. 
Nor ftern'Gradaflb letrthc; Tartar meli. . \\ 1.55 
The fvvórd^Oflahdo Vràinflifh'd in the field'/ ? 

Then. Agraoiant-rrtN-o more at variance fall, 
L,et chance of lots each knight to battle 'call : 
And let us prove whom Fortune firft may name ; 
Of him fhe favours, I cQafirmthe^ claim: r . . „ 140 
If yet yeu hold your fbvereigii's love fc dear, « 
.To what he offers lend a willing ear : ' 

When lots decide who firft she fight fhall wage* 
Let him, whofe name appears, his faith engage 
On his own head at once each flxife to take, 145 
And, conquering foi; himfelf, a conqueft make 
For either's claim j or if his lofs enfues, 
He, lofing for himfelf, for each fhall lofe: 

So 

Ver. 148 . -~for each jkdl lofe /] It may not be anrifs to take 
a little retrofpeet, in order to fee hoy the matter was fettled by 
Agramant, which feems nathaSr to require fome explanation. By 
the firft lots dot were ikavrn, the combatants flood thus: firft, 

Rodomont 
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So nearly held ii\ equal balance weighs . / - . t : , ; , , , ) 
Rogero's and Gnadaffa'* maitiakpraifri- . , - it \ ; \$p 
That he whofe prowefs <5an ih CPflflb^fc Jtand * -,,..:;,; 
With atherkftighMmayiprove^i^ vsliaat h&nd -, 

Rodomont and Mandricardo ;fecó n 1, Mandricardo àhd Rósero; 
third, Rodomont atti Rògero; fourth,! Mandwardfì-;ai)^l M^- 
phifk. The lift being prepared for the fight between Rodo- 
mont ajid Mandricardo, while thefe knights are arming them- 
felves a' new difpute arifes between them and GradaflX 'and Sa- 
cripante for Durindana and Frontino, which puts a flop to the 
expected combat between Rodomont and Mandricardp. M^r- 
phife adds to the confufion, by carrying off Brunello prifonef, 
whom (he accufes òf ftealing her fword ; and Rogero feeing 
the order of the lots difturbed, claims again his borie from 
Rodomont. Agramant, to fettle the firft difpute between Rp- 
domont and Mandricardo, orders the caufe to be determined 
by Doralis,' who chufing Mandricardo, her former lover quits 
the camp with indignation. The lift now. remained,, accprdjjq^ 
to the firft lots, to be entered by Rogero and Mandricardp; but 
Gradaflb perfifting ftill to claim Durindana from Mandricardo, 
Agramant propofes that lots fhould be agaiA drawn, to deter- 
mine whether Rogero or Gradaflb fhould firft engage wifh 
Mandricardo; and, to prevent future ftrife, propofes that whoever 
draws the lot of combat, fhall detèrmine both his own claim 
and the claim of the knight who lofes the lot ; that when Ro- 
gero wins or lofes, he fhall not only win or lofe the eagle for 
himfelf, but Gradaflb fhall, iri right of his conqueft, or in 
confequence of his defe% take pofleflion of Durindana, or 
relinquifh his claim ; and in like manner Rogero fhall, in 
right of Gfadaflb's conqueft, or in confequence of his defeat, 

continue 
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At all aflays— Jet conqueft grace the fide, 
Which Heaven's eternal juftice fhall provide j 
But no difhonour on the iofer fall i i$$ 

Whate'er betide, impute to Fortune all. 

Silent Rogero and Gradaflb heard • ' 

The prudent counfel of their king rever'd; : aS. 
And each agreed, whom chance the knight might 

; make, .'._•• -• ' ":' 

The caufe of either on himfelf fhould take. i6è 

The names infcrib'd within an urn they threw, 

! And, fhaking round, the lots a (tripling drew. 

Wrote on the firft Rogero's name they find, ^ v 

I But bold Gradaffo ? s iiame rèmam'd behind. - 

What words can fpeak the joy Rogero feels, 165 
Soon as the fateful vàfe his lot reveals : 
tfor lefs the Sericanian chief repines : i 

! But who fhall that oppofe which Heaven defigns ? 

And now Gf&daflb, with officious cares, .-., 
Rogero for the dreadful lift prepares % , 170 

By long experience in the fields of fight, 
To win the day inftru&s the youthful knight: 

continue to bear the firield of Heétar, or relinquHh the claim; 
In this laft difpofition of the lots, no provifion feems to be 
made for the tenninatipn of Marphifa's quarrel with Man» 
t (incedo. 

His 



L 



n OR SLAW DO FUMOSO. B.XXX. 

His veteran (kjill dire&s him bow to wield 
The trenckwt itford> or lift the covering fliidd;' * 
^Jiat to his arm the foe may open leave, - r7$ 

Which ftrokeróay reach, and which his aim deceive { 
. When Fortune's, offers to. accept or. fhun, 
And all war's arts be points him one by onfe; . ■ 
The-lifts pxepar'd* ere fince, the lots were ciaft ' 
On either fide the remnant day was paft; * 180 
A* cuftoiD wills» . in many, a kind addrefs 
(As e^ch inclines) for eitheif knight's fuccefs* .: 
And all the figós/of love that parting friendf ex- 
pttóu •._ .:, • -., ,-, \.-\ .... 
The people, eager wfcehold the fighr, • '-• 
Th#©ng every paffage with the damning lights i8£ r 
While fome impatient for the day!* return, : *: .: \,;> 
Wait in the lift- all night th' approach of morn.. -\ 
The vulgar herd, ftill caught whh outward fhows, 
Defire the noble knights in arms to clofe : ■• ' : 
Thèfe judge not of events ; but all whole mind 190 
Can from the prefent fee what lurks behind, 
'Midft VhomMarfiliusand Sobriho kn^w • • ' ' 
What aioft: ca» work their country's weal or woe^ r 
Condemn the fight, while Agramant they blame 1. 
Through whom the quaird to filch iilbe came i 195 
8 'Nor 
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Nor ceas'd they.tp the monarch's thought to call 

What ruin ttmft the Mofcrifl* race liefal, 

WhethcTi by^aogiy-d^ftiiiy decreed^ 

Rogero or the Tartar prince fhould bleed £ 

Since one fuch warrior loft muft weaken, more. 200 

Their force to meet the fon of Pepin's powef, 

Than thoufands flain, arnidft whofe numerous band 

Not one perhaps could boaft of heart or hand. 

King Agramant di' important truth confefs'd 9 

But how repeal his grant ? In rain he pve&'d 2305 

The noble knight*, and" 1 each by turns addrefs'd. 

He urg'd how weak* their prefeat caufe of ftrife, 

How little fuch deferv'd the rifk of life : 

But if they fcorn'd to hear the found of peace, 

At leaft fome months might each from quarrel ceafe* 

Till Charles was exil'd from th' imperial land, 211 

His crown and mantle won, and from his hand 

The fceptre wrench'd, no more his fway to own, 

And Afric rais'd on Gallia's ruin'd throne. 

In vain to this, to that, the monarch fues; 215 

Their fovereign both revere, yet both refufe 

To yield in this, where he who firft gives way 

They deem mifft all a foldier's fame betray. 

But more than Agramant, and more than each 
That wg'd the Tartar with diffuafive fpeech, 220 

King 
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14 ORLANDO FURIOSO, B,XXX, 

King Stordilanò's lòvely daughter ftrovè 
With prayers and tears his fteadfaft mind to move j 
Begg'd him to grant what Africa prince requir'd, 
What with their prince the nobleft peers defied. 
Ah ! me (Ihe cry'd) what more lhall foothe my 
breaft, 225 

Or calm henceforth my troubled thoughts to reft ! 
When fome newcaufe for ever can prevail 
To make thee fheath thy limbs in plate and mail ? 
What have I gain'd, fo, late o'erjoy'd to find 
My hand decreed without the fight defign'd 23® 
With Sarza's chief— if ftill to rifk thy life 
1 view fo foon another kindled ftrife ? 
Alas ! in vain was once my proudeft boaft, 
That fuch a knight, the braveft of his hoft, 
Could for my beauty, prodigal of breath, 23$ 

Engage a fquadron in the face of death $ 
Since now too late I find the flighted caufe, 
For equal rifle thy fword in battle draws ; 
Nor was it love for thefe unhappy charms 
That urg'd thee then, but favage thirft of arms ! 24c 
Yet if fincere, as all thy words would fhow, 
Love's faithful flames within thy bofom glow ; 
By Love I here adjure thee, by the grief 
That rends my heart, and now implores relief * 

t Repine 
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Repine not though Rogero's hand may wield" 245 
The argent eagle in an azure field. 
What good awaits, what evil can be thine. 
Should he retain iti or the creft refign ? 
Thy battle much may lofe, but little gain : 
Should now thy arms Rogero's bird obtain, ; 2$0 
Small prize for mighty toil ! but fhould'ft thou find 
With face averted Fortune here unkind— ^ 
(Nor deem her ever fix'd) what tortures wait 
This heart that fhudders but to doubt thy fate ! 
Though life to thee fo worthlefs may appear, 255 
Thy judgment holds a painted bird more dear 5 
Yet> for my fake, prolong thy valu'd breath, 
The death of one includes the other's death ; 
But, ah ! more wretched far my ftate muft prove, 
If firft I fee the death of him I love. 260 

In words like thefe fhe pours the drain of woe, 
While fighs. to fighs in quick fucceflion flow : 
% The live-long night her tender plaints increafe 
The live-long night fhe woos her lord to peace ; 
While from her eyes,which trickling tears fuffufe, 265 
He fucks, with many a-kifs, the balmy dews : » 

Then 

Ver. 265. While from ber eyes>i—] This paflàge may be taken 

from Statius, where Argia endeavours to perfuade Polynices to 

quit the; fiege of Thebes. 

* Rifit 
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Then from her rófy lips He* fwfcets he feeks* ! 

Weeps to her words, and thus «.in anfirer Jfféflfcs, - i 

For Heaven's dear fake, my fair, th^^cM control, 

Nor let fo flight a -càtìfe affittì: .thy fwl 2 ' ajé 

Did Charles and Africa king, with all the baMs 

Cqlteéted -here from French and Moorifh lauds, 

Unite their force to work n*y finglè harm*. • . 

No terror fheuid thy gentle breaft alarm. 

To thee my prowefs little muft appear, *75 

If one feogero thus cari raife thy fear. ...;;" 

Thau may'ft remembe* when I dauntlefs dar'd 

(No fword or fcymetar my fide to guard) 

With broken fpear, amidft a numerous band, 

To rufh* and <jueH them with my fingle Jiand. %Zo 

Gradaflb's felf, though grief and fliame *opprefs 

His fecret foul, if -^ueftion'd- will corlfefs 

That hkn in Syria once I captive made j 

Yet not with his Rogero's worth is weigh'd* .. 

Nor 

Rifit Echionius juvenis, tenerumque dolorem. 
Conjugis amplexu folattir, et ofcula tìlceftis 
Tempeftiva genis pofoit — ; — ..... 

i ■ » Solve mfitus animo~-~ Th$b.. Lft>«. ii- 

, The fmiling hero clafps her to his breaflr, 
And with the ftamp of love her cheeks imprefs'd, 
Prevents with blandMhments die riling tears, • 
And kindly then dHpelsher jealous fears. Lewis. 
Ver. 283, That him in Syria once—] AHttding to the ad- . 

venture 
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v Nor king Gradaflb will a truth difown 28 c 

Which to your. Ifolero well is known, 
• Tp Sacripant, who gives Circaffia fame ; 
Gryphon and Aquilant, of warlike name ; 
To hundreds more, that equal fortune found, 
By cruel. foes in captive fetters bound, 29a 

Alike of Mahomet and Chriftian feed, 
Whom in one day this arm from bondage freed. 

! Still muft remembrance wake in every thought 

What mighty deeds that glorious day I wrought : 
And fhall Rogero now (a child to fame) 335 

In fingle trial fhake my martial name ? 
Fear'ft thou Rogero, when in fight I wear . 
Great Heótor's arms, and Durindana bear ? 

I * Why did I not in lifted field engage 

* With Sarza's king, for thee the fight to wage ? jog 
Such had my valour prov'd, thy conftant mind 
Had furely then Rogerp's fall divin'd : , 
For Heaven's fake, calm thy doubts, thy grief af- 

fuage, 
Nor let thefe trickling tears to ill prefage : 

f venture at the calile of the fairy, where he conquered Gradaflb 

I in fingle combat, won the armour of He&or, and fet fo many 

prifoners at liberty. See Note, B. xiv. ver. 240. 

Ver. 286, — to your Ifolero— ] He gives him this appellation 
Ì as being a Spaniard, and the countryman of Doralis. 

\ " Vol. IV. C For 
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For know, 'tis Honour calls me to the field, 30$ 
And not an eagle painted on a fhield. 

Thus he s while yet, with anxious fears oppreft, 
The fair, in moving words, her fuit addrefs'd ; 
Words that might fhake the moft determine foul, 
Might foften rocks, and favage beafts control. 310 
A woman lhe, with beauty's naked charms, 
So nearly vanquifh'd him renown'd in arms, 
He promis'd, if again the king requir -d 
To ftay the fight, to grant the peace defir'd. 
But fcarce Aurora had with light begun 315 

To ftreak the eaft, and ufher in the fun, 
When bold Rogero, to defend his fame; 
And to the glorious bird affert his claim, 
Appears in arms, where crowds the lift enclofe, 
And from his horn a ftern defiance blows. 32* 

Soon as this found, the rattling peal of war, 
The Tartar rouz'd, no longer will he bear 
A word of peace, but from the couch he flies 
With headlong fpeed, and loud for arms he cries ; 
While in his look fuch favage fury glares, 325 

That Doralis herfelf no further dares 
To plead for truce or peace, compell'd t' obey 
Her knight's ftern will, and give the battle way. 
Himfelf his limbs in fhining mail attires, 
And fcarce, impatient, waits th'attendingfquires; 33a 

Then 
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Then mounts the generous cqurfer, that before, 
In combat, Paris' great defender * bore. 

Soon came the king -, the nobles take their feat $ 
And foon in arms the eager knights muft meet. 
Already now their fhining helms are lae'd, ^3$ 

In either hand each alhen lance is plac'dL 
The fignal founds > and at the dreadful blaft, 
A thoufand cheeks are pale, and hearts aghaft : 
So 6erce they pour t* obey the trumpet's call, 
That earth appears to open, heaven to fall ! 340 
On either hand each knight is feen to wield 
The filver eagle on his honour'd lhield : 
The bird, that once in air could Jove fuftain ; 
That oft was feen amidft th' embattled train, 
With other pinions on Thcflalia's, plain. • 345 

While either knight, at fuch a hideous fhock, 
Seems as a tower to winds, to waves a rock -, 
The crafting fpears break ihort, and to the Iky 
(As Turpin truly writes) the fhivej-s fly j 
* Orlando. 

Ver. 344. — — tV embattkd train^ The poet alludes to 
die battles of Cse&r and Pompey, where either army bore the 
Roman eagle : he fays with other pinions, the Roman eagle bo* 
>ng black, the Eftenfianeagje white. 

C 2 Whence 
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Whence from the fiery region (ftrange to tell !) 350 
Again on earth the burning fragments fell. 
T;he knights, as thofe who know not terror, drew 
Their flafhing fwords the combat to renew : 
At either's helm they aim the trenchant fleel : 
Together met, at once their vizors feel 355 

The fearful ftrokes ; but neither knight would try 
Ungenerous arts, or make the courfer die 
T' o'erthrowhis lord— for wherefore (hould the fteed, 
Who knows not battle's guilt, in battle bleed ? 
Yet he who thinks the knights fuch compaft made. 
But errs, and never heard the laws that fway'd 361 
The times of old, when fhameful was that arm 
Efteem'd of -all, that could the courfer harm. 
Their vizors ftruck, though fene'd with double fold 
Of tempered -plates, could fcarce the tempeft hold. 
Swift and more fwift the gleaming fwords affail ; 366 
Blowi follow -blows, defeenditìg thick as hail], 
That breaks tjie trees, deftroys the golden, grain, 
And mars the harveft of th'-ex^efting fwain. 
Oft have you heard pf Durihdana's fame, 370 . 
What fafal : wounds ftom Bàlifarda came ; 
Judge whattheir ftrokes mull prove, which two fuch 
warriors aim. 

■ ' * But 
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But while fa wary each 4iis guard maintained, 
No blow defcended worthy eirher's hand :. - 
The Tartar firfl: his dreadful fword impell'd, * 375 
That through the middle- of the buckler held 
Its bitingfeourfej then» through the corfelet hew'd, 
And to the flefli its cruel waypurfu'd. 
A wound fo dreadful freezes every heart 
Of thofe that favoured good Rogero's part; 380 
And would burFortunè fo exert her fway, . 
To give tta palm where general fuffrage lay, . , 
Stern Mandricardo fooamuft fall òr yield ; - 
And thua^this ftroke offended half the field* 
But fure fome Angel's ihtefpofing power 385: 

Prefcrv'd Rogero in that dangerous hour. 
All terrible in wrath the warrior burn'd, 
And to the foe his anfwer fwift return'd : 
At M andricardo's helmet from above 
He rais'd the fword, but with fuch hafte he df ove* . 
It fell not edgeways : nor the knight I blame, 391 
Whofe noble warmth deceiv'd his better aim. 
And had not Balifarda fail'd to w;ound, 
In vain the foe had He&or's helmet found. 
So forely Mandricardo felt the ftroke, 39$ 

Seofelefs he feem'd, the reins his hand forfqok ; 

C 3 And 
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And threatening headlong thrice to fall, he reefcd, 
While Brigliadoro cours'd around the field ; 
That Brigliadoro, once Orlando's care, 
Who itili laments a foreign lord to bear. 400 

Not with fuch rage the trodden ferpent glows ; 
Not half fo fierce the wounded lion fhows, 
As Mandricardo, to himielf reftor'd 
From the late fury of Rogero's fword : 
The deeper wrath and pride inflam'd his breaft, 405 
The more his ftrength and valour fhone confefs'd. 
He fpurs his fteed, and to Rogero flies ; 
He lifts his fword, he meafures with his eyes, 
High on his ftirrups rais'd, in fell defign. 
With one fierce ftroke to cleave him to the chine. 
Rogero, heedful of the foe's intent, 41 x 

While yet the hand hung threatening in defcent, 
Beneath his arm impell'd the pointed blade, 
And through the mail an ample paflage made ; 
Then from the wound, with life-blood fmoking, drew 
His Balifarda, dy'd to crimfon hue ; 416 

And took fuch vigour from the ftroke away, 
That Durindana fell with lighter fway, 
Though backward to his courier's crupper fent, 
'His brows, with anguifh writh'd* Rogero bent ; 420 

And 
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And had his helm of common ftcel been fram'd, 
That ftroke had well the ftriker's force 'proclaim'd. 
Rogero to his fteed the fpurapply'd, 
And fwift at Mandricardo's better fide 
The weapon aimM, where jointed armour, clos'd 425 
With ftrongly temper'd plates, in vain oppos'd : 
The fatal falchion» forg'd with potent 'charms, 
Where'er it falls, divides the ftrongeft arms : 
Through plate and mail a fpeedy courfe it found, 
And in the Tartar's fide infix'd a wound ; 430 

Who, loud blafpheming, with fuch fury raves, 
As roaring ocean black with ftormy waves. 
Prepar'd to prove his ftrength, the fatal fhield 
That bears the eagle on its azure field* 
With fierce impatience to the ground he caft, 43$ 
And grafp'd with either hand his falchion faft. 
Full dearly haft thou prov'd (Rogero cry'd) 
Thou ill deferv'ft the creft thou throw'ft afide ; 
Now thrown afide, cleft by thy fword before, 
Claim not to this thy right or title more. 440 

Ven 432. As roaring ocean—»'] So Spenfcr, when the monile? 
is wounded by the Red-Crofs knight : 

He cry'd, as raging feas arc wont to roar. 

B. I. c. xi. ft. 21. 
Ven 439. — -cleft by tfyfivord before,] See ver. 376, where 
Mandricardo cuts through Rogero's fhield. 

* C 4 Thus 



24' ORLANDO FURIOSO; B.XXX, 

Thus he ; but while he fpóke was doórn'd to feci 
The fatal edge of Durindana's fteel. 
Divided fheer its force the vizor prov'd, 
At happy diftance from his face remov'd ; 
Next through the faddle- bow with dire defcent, 445 
Through iron plates the gleaming falchion went, . 
Through fkirted mail the jointed cuiflies found, 
And in his thigh imprefs'd a ghaftiy wound. 
From both the combatants the gufhing tide 
To purple hue their fhining armour dy'd -, 450 

That doubtful yet it feem'd of either knight 
Who 'beft might claim th* advantage of the fight : 
But foon Rogero Ihal! that doubt decide ; 
The fatal fword, by which fuch numbers dy'd, 
He whirFd around, and the lharp point impell'd 455 
Where late the Tartar knight his buckler held : 
Corfelet and fide he piere'd with thrilling fmart, 
And found a pafiage to his panting heart, 
His heart unguarded by his ample fhield ; 
Stern Mandricardo now to fate muft yield ; 460 
Muft yield the eagle to its youthful lord; 
Muft yield his title to the glorious fword j 
And ah ! for final iffuè to the ftrife, 
With fword and targe muft yield his dearer life. 

He 
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He dy 'd i nòr yèt without revenge he dy*d ; 465 

For, ere the hoftile weapon pie'rfc'd his fide, 

His falchion, won fo ill, he rais'd anew, 

Whofe edge had- 'cleft Rogers brows in two* '. . 

But that the wound the Tartar knight receiv'd, 

Of wonted ftjférigtìi his furious arm bereav'd. 470 

From Mandricardo as R'ogero took 

His wretched life, the Tartar aim'd the ftroke j 

And through the helm with unrefifted fway, 

Deep Durindana forc'd its cruel way : 

Back fell R'ogero fenfelefs oh the ground, 475 

A purple current gufhing from the wound. 

Firft fell Rogero, while the Tartar knight 

Still kept his feat, as viftor of the fight, 

And each believ'd his valiant arm had gain'd 

The wreath, in fuch a glorious lift obtain'd. 480 

Fair Doralis, in that day's fight deceiv'd v 

With fears and hopes, th' event with all believ'd ; 

*■ And gave with lifted hands her thanks to Heaven 

For fuch a period to the combat given : 

But when appcar'd to all the Pagan train 485 

Rogero living, Mandricardo (lain ; 

In 

Ver, 486: Rogers livings Mandruardo Jkini] I believe 
every reader will agree that this combat is admirably defcribed* 
that all the turns of fortune are painted in the moft lively 

colours, 
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In different breads new paflions take their turn ; 
Thefe fmile that wept, and thofe that triumph'd 
mourn. 
The king, the lords, and knights the moft renown'd, 
To brave Rogero,. fcarcely from the ground 490 
With anguifh rais'd, a friendly greeting give, , 
And in their arms the conquering youth receive. 
AH with the knight rejoice, and all exprefs 
Sincere the thoughts their fecret fouls confefs : 
All fave Gradaffo, who within conceals 495 

Far other feeling than his tongue reveals : 
His outward looks the mark of joy impart, 
But hidden envy rankles at his heart, 
While oft he calls the lot of fate accurft 
That from the urn difclos'd Rogero firft. 500 

How fhall I fpeak the marks of love fincere 
By royal Agramant, who held him dear, 
Giv'n to the youth, without whofe valiant hand 
The king refus'd t* embark from Afric's land, 
To fpread his martial banners to thè, wind, 505 

Or truft the force of all his powers combin'd ? 
And now by him the Tartar Chief o'erthrown, 
He deems all ftrength compriz'd in him alone. 

colours, the exjfc&ation artfully kept up, and the iffue unex- 
>pe£tedly brought about by the death of Mandricardo and thf 
victory of Rogero. 

Not 
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Not only to Rogcro's weal inclin'd 
The manly fex, but woman's gentler kind ; 510 
From Spain and Afric, many a lovely dame, 
That with the banded powers %o Gallia came, 
With* looks and tongue would now'his worth and 

praife proclaim. 
Ev'n Doralis, whofe dreaming eyes bewail 
Her noble lover, fenfelefs, cold, and pale ; 515» 

Even Ihe perchance had join'd the general voice* 
But fenfe of fhame, that curbs the female choice, 
Forbade her fpeech— yet fuch his charms of face, 
His courage, virtue, every winning grace, 
That Ihe who once had prov'd her wavering heart 520 
So prompt to feel the point of Cupid's dart, 
Rather than robb'd of love's foft blifs to live, 
Her charms would gladly to Rogero give. 
Her joys on living Mandricardo fed, 
But what can profit Mandricardo dead ? 5*5 

► Behoves her now to/eek another guide, 
Vigorous and young, that ever at her fide, 
Might, night and day, for all her wants provide 

Meanwhile a leech of every leech beft read 
In healing arts, was to Rogero led ; 530 

Each wound explor'd, he foon with looks aflur'd 
Pronounced the noble knight of life fecur'd. 

Now 
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Now bade king , Ag^wti toft with frwftflly <#j$ ; 

Rogero to his royal tent to bear, 

^y night, by day to have him. ever rtear. m — -535 

3p dear he lov- d him, held his life fo dear- 

Efehind his bed on- high the monarch plac ? d 

the fhield and arms that Mandricardo grae'd, 

Save Durindana, that all-famous fword, 

Nojv made the prize bf Sericana's lord : . 540 

Rogero wdn his arms and gallant fiteed, 

Which good Anglante's knight in madhefe freed ; 

But him tò Agramant Rogero gives, ... ^ 

Who gladly at his hand the gift receives.. : ;/ 

Now leave we thefe awhile, and change the drain 
To her who' for Rogero mourns ih vain : * 546 

'Tis mine to tell the heart-confuming cares <v : 
That Bradamant for her Rogero bears. 

Hippalca now to Mount Albano came, 
With certain tidings to the love-fick dame : $50 
She told how late, by Rodomont befet, 
She loft Frontino ; how at length flie met 
With Richardettó at the wizard's fount, 
Rogero, and the lords of 'Agrifmont ; 
That thence Rogero haften'd to demand 555 

Frontino taken from a damfel's hand ; 

Ver. 545. tfow leave 'iht tbef*—] He returns to Rogero 

ajid Àgramant, Bookxxxi. ver, 577. 

But 
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But ftraying from the path,, he faiPd to. find 
The Sarzan prince* and mifs'd the fight defign'd. 
Then (as he wili'd) the trufty maid explained. 
What from Albano's walls the youth detained. 56a 
Thus (he i and from her bread the lines fee drew j 
Thofe lines, which now the dame with alter'd hue, 
More fad than pleas'd, receiv'd, with beating heart 
Perufing that which little easM her fmart : 
For while fhe hop'd 011 him to feaft her eye, 565 
She^ found his words alone her blifs fupply. 
Hence on her lovely features mix'd appear 
Soft difappointment and intruding fear ; 
1 Yet oft the leaf fhe kifs'd, while Itili fhe bent 
Her thoughts on him whofe hand the greeting fent. 
Her fighs ate fire to burn the amorous page, 571 
Her tears are rivers that the heart» affuage. 
How oft fhe reads — how oft ^gain enquires 
What more from him, the lord of her defires, 
The damfel brought? again the truth fhe knowsj 575 
Again fhe fearsi — again her forrow flows $ 
And ftill had flow'd — but hope again reprefs'd . 
Thè doubts and fears that fhook her tender breaft. 
Rogero faid (and to Hippalca vow'd 
By every faint to make hi& promife good) 5 &a 

2 Some 
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/ Some twenty days (hould fee her weep no more, 
But to her fight her abfent mate rettore. 

Ah ! who can Fortune's fickle turns decide, 
That holds her rule o'er every ftate ? (flie cry'd) 
And chief in war, where every chance we prove, $8$ 
Some chance may keep him ever from my love. 
Alas ! Rogero, who would e'er divine, 
That whilft I lov'd thee with a love like mine, 
Beyond myfelf — lefs friendship wouldft thou fhow 
To me, to all — than to thy greateft foe ! 590 

To thofe thou fhouldfl: oppofe, thou giv'ft fuccefs, 
And whom thy arms fhould aid, thy arms opprefs. 
Shall we with praife or blame thy deeds regard. 
That thus can punilh and can thus reward ? 
Haft thou not heard (a ftory known fo well) 595 
, That by Troyano's arms thy father fell ? 
And lo ! thy fword Troyano's fon attends, 
From (hame preferves him, and from death defends. 
Is this thy vengeance for a parent (lain ? 
Shall thofe who combat for his fake obtain 600 

Su^h dire return, that, weltering in their gore, 
Thou mak'ft me itili their wretched end deplore ? 
The damfel thus her abfent knight reproves, * 
And with her tears invokes whom moft fhc loves : 

Not 
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Not once, but oft, Hippalca (gentle maid) 605 
Would footh her woes, would oft the fair perfuadc 
To truft Rogero, and with patient mind 
Await the period to her fears affign'd. 
Hippalca's words and hope with thefe impreft, 
Hope ever prefent in the wretch's breaft, 610 

Afluage her grief, and urge her now to ftay 
At Mount Albano till th' expe&ed day ; 
A day but ill obferv'd— though him flie.lov'd, 
For abfence mourn'd unjuftly Ihe reprov'd. 
Whom now one caufe, another now detain'd, 615 
And thus his feeming breach of faith conftrain'd. 

Meanwhile in anguifh on his painful bed 
The youthful knight his feeble members fprcad, 
Struggling with death, from wounds receiv'd in fight* 
From wounds inflifted by the Tartar knight. 620 

Now came the day defir'd ; from rofy morn 
Till fable eve flie waits his wifh'd return ; 
No tidings known but what Hippalca brought, 
And fince her brother Richardetto taught, 
How brave Rogero, at his greateft need, ' 62$ 

His life had ranfom'd and hi;s kinfmen freed ; 
All this Ihe gladly hears, but with it hears 
What mingles with her joy intruding fears : 

Ver. 626.— bis kinfmnfru tf:] Vivian and Màlagigi. See 
^ookwi. 

5 Much 
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Much was the talk of her, for female charms 

No lefs cxtoll'd, than noble feats of arms -, 630 

Marphifa fhe, who with Rogero's fword 

Had Afric's king to life and hope reftor'd. 

So brave a friend might Bradamant approve, 

But here a thoufand doubts alarm'd her love. 

No light fufpicion had the dame pQffeft, 635 

That were Marphifa fair, as fame exprefs'd, 

Such friendfhip might by flow degrees impart 

A warmer paffion to his gentle heart. 

But now fhe chides the thought ; again fhe cheers 

Her mind with hope ; again by turns fhe fears -, 640 

At Mount Albano ftill refolves t' await 

In all the tumult Qf her anxious ftate, 

The day that ipyft decide her doubtful fate. 

As there (he ftay'd, the * lord of that fair tower 

Who of his brethren firft the title bore, 645 

(Not firft in birth, but fjrft in mighty name, 

For t*?o in f birth aflerted earlipr claim) 

Rinaldo, who with martial prowefs woo 

All praife from them, as from the ftars the fun, 

The caftie reach'd.at-early dawn of day, 650 

One page alone attendant on his way, 

* Rinaldo. t Guichardo, and Richardo. 
Ver. 631. — — with RogeroU fiuord, &c] See Book xxvi. 

ver. 158. -• 

While 
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While thus he pafs'd, as wont, frotfi place to place, * 
The flight of fair Angelica to trace, s 
Near Paris' walls he heard th' unwelcome hour 
Approach'd, that to the fell Maganzan's * power 6$ $ - 
Muft Màlagigi and mtift Vivian yield j 
And henGe to Agrifmofct his eourfe he held* 
Where foon he found that, freed from fla?Uh bands 
By brave Rogero and Marphifa's hands, 
Their foes o'erthrown or flain, the brother-pair • 660 
And Richardetto, with their friends to filare 
The general joy, to Mount Albano went: 
Rinaldo, at the great deliverance fent* 
No lefs rejoic'd 5 and deem'd each day a year 
That kept him far from thofe he held fo dear. 665 

To Mount Albano hence with eager hafte 

Rinaldo came, and there his friends embrac'd* 

His wife, his brethren* every kindred name, 

But chiefly thofe who late from thraldom carnè. 

* Bertolagi. Each 

Ver. 668. His wife^ — ] The difcovery here firft made of Ri- 

naldo's marriage, will doubtlefs furprife the Englifli reader, as not 

the leaft hint has been given of fuch a circumftance in any-for- 

'mer pari of the poem : her name is indeed, mentioned in Éoyar- 

do. (See note to Book xxxix. ver. 473.) But by all the- romance 

writers he is defcribed to be a married man j and in the poem of 

Taffo called after his name, Rinaldo, is a full account of his 

love for Clarice, iand hiftory of his marriage. However, there is 

certainly fomething ftrange in the conduft of Ariofto in this 

Voi- IV. D ' - matter, 
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Each round the Paladin impatient clung 670 

With fond delight,- and on his afpeft hung : 
As round their dam rejoice the callow brood, 
When in her bill (he brings th' expefted food. 
Two days he ftay'd, the third his home forfook, 
And with him all his martial kindred took : 675 
With him Richardo, Richardetto rode, 
Guichardo, cldeft born of Amon's blood : 
Th* example Vivian and Alardo warm'd, 
And Malagigi with the war^ors arm'd. 

But Bradamant who there expe&ing ftay'd, 680 
To wait her knight's return, fo long delay'd ; 
To plead excufe a fudden ficknefs fcign'd ^ 

Th^t from fo brave a troop; her arms detained. 
"Vtfell might the noble virgin then complain, 
Though not of fever, or corporeal pain : 685 

Sick with dcfire, her foul was doom'd to prove 
The cruel, ftrange viciffitudes of love. 
His banner thus from Mount Albano fpread, 
The flower of allfeis train Rinaldo led : 
How thefe to Paris came> what thence befel 690 
In aid of Charles, th' enfuing book ftiall tell. « 

matter, which muft affe& the character of his hero; unlefe it 
may be admitted in his defence that his paflion for Angelica was 
owing to enchantment, and ceafed on drinking of the other 
fountain in the foreft of Arden. 

THE END OF THE THIRTIETH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Rinaldo and his companions, in their way to the Chriftian 
camp, meet an unknown knight, who challenges them to run 
at tilt. Richardctto, Alardo, and Guichardo, are overthrown. 
Rinaldo then engages the ftranger, but neither having the 
advantage, Rinaldo difmiflès his train, and the two cham- 
pions proceed to try their ftrength on foot, till they areparted 
by the night. The ftranger difcovers himfelf to Rinaldo. 
They overtake Rinaldo's companions, and arrive together 
near Paris, where they are joined by Gryphon and Aquilant. 
Rinaldo hears the news of Orlando's madnefs. Rinaldo and 
his company attack the trenches of the Moors by night, and 
are joined by Charles. Valour of Rinaldo. Brandimart goes 
with Flordelis in fearch of Orlando : his adventure at Rodo- 
monte bridge. The forces of Agramant are defeated with 
great (laughter, and Agramant himfelf conftrained to retreat 
to Arli. Gradaffo feeks out Rinaldo, and challenges him to 
finlfli the combat formerly begun between them for Bayardo : 
a day is appointed, and the two knights meet to decide their 
difference. 



THE 

THIRTY-FIRST BOOK 

•OF 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

WHAT ftatc of man fuch rapture can impart 
As the foft paffions of an amorous heart ? 
What life fo bleft as his, decreed to prove 
With pleafing chains the fervitude of Love ; 
But that the foe of every love-lorn brcaft, $ 

That fear, fufpicion, that all -dreadful peft 
Call'd Jealoufy, the bane of human joys, 
With canker'd tooth the lover's peace deftroys ? 
Whatever elfe embitters for awhile 
Life's fweeteft cordia], ferves but as a foil io 

T* enhapce the good : as water to the tafte 
Of thofe who thirft, or fQod to thofe who faft ; 
And he, who never war's deftru&ion knows 
Can prize not peace, or aught that peace beftows f 

D 3 And 
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And while we pine, with longing eyes disjoiq'd 15 

From qjbc&s ever prefent to the mind, 

Reflection ells, that abfehce muft improve 

The dear delight of meeting thofe we lpve : 

*Tis thus, unrecQmpens'd, vfc can fuftain 

A length of fervice, while the 'hopes retrain iq 

That every year of loyal duty paft 

Shall find, though late, its full reward at laft: 

Remembrance Arili of once corroding cares, 

Repulfe, difdain, all that a lover bears 

To rend his foul, gives joy a double zefi^ *j 

When joy renews the fun-fhine of the breaft, 

But if that plague, from hell's dire manfion brought^ 

Infcfts with deadly hane the fecret thought^ 

Thenceforth fhall pleafure woo thp fenfe in vain, 

All pleafure then corrupted turns to pain, 39 

Lo !. this the fatal ftroke, the venqm'd wound, 

For which no falve, no medicine can he found. 

Here nopght avails— nor verfe, nor fage's care^ 

Nor long obferyance of a kindly ftar : 

Nor all th* experienced charms approy'd qf yore 35 

By Zorqafter flrill'd in magic lore. 

Ver. 36. By ZùrwflerjkilPd in magic lare.} Zoroafter, a kiqg 
Iff die Bgftrians, famous for his knowledge in the pccult fciences. 

Q jealoufy ! 
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O jealoufy ! that every woe exceeds, 
And foon to death the wretched fufferer lead) : 
Thou canft with cruel falfehood reafon blind, 
And burft the clofeft ties that hold mankind. ' 40 

jealoufy ! in whofe dire tempeft toft, 
Has haplefs Bradamant each comfort loft ! 

1 fpeak not here of thoughts that firft deprefs'd 
With tender doubts and fears her virgin hreaft, 
From what Hippalca and her brother faid, 4; 
But heavier tidings, to her ears convcy'd 

By later means ; fuch tidings, as in woe 

Plung'd her more deep, which foon the Mufe {ball 

ftiow. 
But to Rinaldo now I turn the ftrain, 
Who led to Paris' walls his martial train. 50 

Next day at evening clofe, a knight they fpy'd 
Advancing near, a darnfel at his fide : 
Black was his furcoat, black his mournful fhield, 
Save that a bend of argent crofs'd the field. 
He Richardetco challenge to thecourfe, . 55 

Who by his afpeft feem'd * chief of force ; 
And he, who paus'd not, when to combat dar'd, 
Wheel'd round his fteed, and for the tilt prepar'd. 

Ver. 49, But to Rinaldo now—} He returns to Bracfimant, 
Sookxxxii. ver. 71. 

D 4 No 
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No further parley held ; with equal fpeed 
Thefe noble knights, to win the vigor's meed, 6a 
Together rufh'd : apart Rinaldo ftood, 
And, with his warlike friends, tK* encounterView'd. 
Firm let me guide the fpear, and foon I truft 
To ftretch my rival headlong in the duft— 
Thus to himfelf bold Richardetto thought, 6$ 

But different far his adverfe fortune wrought. 
Full on his helm, beneath the vizor's fight, 
With fuch a fury drove the ftranger-knight, 
He bore him from the feat, with matchlefs ftrength, 
Beyond his courier twice the lance's length. 70 

T* avenge the fall Alardo turn'd his rein 
With ready fpeed, but fudden on the plain 
Senfelefs he fell : fo cruel was the ftroke, 
Through plated fhield the thundering weapon broke. 
Full foon his fpear in reft Guichardo held, ,7$ 

Who view'd his vanquifh'd brethren, on the field ; 
Though loud Rinaldo ery'd— Forbear the fight, 
To me the third attempt belongs by right. . 
Thus he : but while he, flood with helm unlacM, 
Guichardo eager, with., preventive hafte, * 8q 

Th' encounter cUr'd ; nor better could maintain 
His feat, but wish his brethren prefs'd the plain. 

-.y With 
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With emulation next their force to prove, 

Richardo, Vivian, Malagigi move : 

But now prepaid, Rinaldo firft addrefs'd 85 

His ready, weapons, and their fpced reprefs'd. 

Time fummons us (he cries) to Paris' walls $ 

And ill it feems, when fuch high duty calls, 

To loiter here — nor will I wait (he faid) 

Till each of you by turns on earth is laid. 99 

This to himfelf he.fpoke, which loud proclaimM 

Had touch'd his comrades, ami their courage fham'cL 

Each warrior now had meafur'd on the. field 
The fpace to run, and each hi& courfer wheeled. 
Rinaldo fell not, for his Angle hand 95 

Compriz'd the ftrength of all the -knightly band ^ * 
Like brittle glafs the fpears> in Olivers broke ; ^ 
Yet fhrunk not back the warf iors from the ftroke • 
One foot, one inch— -while with the fudden force * % 
Driven on his crupper fell each warrior-horfe.: iOd 
Put fwift Bayardo rofe, as fwift purfu'd 
His interrupted courfe with fpeed renew'd.:. 
Not fo the adverfe fteed, that tumhling prone 
His fhoulder lux'd and broke his fpinal bone. 
The champion, who his flaughter'd courfer view'd, 
Hjs ftirrups left, and foon difmounted flood, 106 

To 
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To Amon's gallant fen (whom near he fpy'd 
With hand unarm'd in fign of truce) he cry'd. 
Sir knight I the trufty fteed that Kfelefa here 
Lies by thy force, I held, while living, dear * no 
And knighthood iure muft feel a deadly ftain, 
To let him thus without revenge be (lain. 
Come on— exert thy (kill, thy utmoft might* 
For thou and I muft prove a clofer fight. 
Rinaldo then— If for thy courier dead, 1 1 5 

And this alone, thou to the ftrife art led, 
Difmife thy care— and one from me receive, 
Equal to him whole death thou fcem'ft co grieve. 
IB doft thou judge (the (franger thus rejoin'd) 
If for a courier's loft thou think'ft my mind rso 
So foreéiftrefsjS — hear what I now demand- 
As fits a knight, with fword to fword in hand, 
To prove thy further nerve — if thou as well 
Catift wield thy weapon, or canft mine excel. 
Then, as thotr wilt, on foot, or from the fteed 125 
Purfue the fight, but let the fight fucceed, 
I afk but this— be each advantage thine, 
So much I thirft to match thy arm with mine. 
• Thm he : nor in fufpenfe Rinaldo ftay'd-~ 
The battle claim'4 I here engage (he faid) 13© 

10 And 
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Aad to remove thy doubts of this my train, 

J_.ct 4) fep&t, and I alone remain» 

One only f>age X bere retain, to hold 

fAy trufty fteed — S<» fpoke the baron bold* 

And as he Qtoke, difmifs'd his noble band : 13; 

They part obfervant to their lord's command, 

Thè eourteiy by good Rinaldo fhown 

Claim'd all the pfaifes of the knight unknown. 

The Paladin alighting, with the rein 

Entrufts hU page Bayardo to detain f 14Q 

And wheft no more his ftandard he beheld, 

Already now far diftant on the field, 

His buckler firm embracing, from his fide 

Jie dreiy the falchion, and the knight defy'd. 

Thus was the fight begun, and ne'er between 145 
Two noble chiefs was deadlier combat feen : 
Each little dcero'd at firft th* opponent's ftrength 
Would draw the trial to fuch dangerous length. 
By turns huge ftrokes they give, by turns receive $ 
£nd neither yet ha? caufe t' exult or grieve. 150 
Yf'rih valour lkill combines j and wide around 
£,oud echoes fpread the batter' d armour's found. 
Piecemeal to earth their riven fhields they fend, 
^ay ^are the mail! apd plates afunder rend. 

Here 
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Here lefs imports an arm to reach the foe, 155 

Than well-taught art to ward each coming blow ; 
Where both fo equal in the dangerous ftrife, 
The firft miftake might hazard fame and life. 
Thus held the fight, till in his wavy bed 
The finking fun had veiPd his golden head, 160 
And now from fliore to fhore's extrémeft bound, 
Night's fobie ftiade had veil'd th* horizon round. 
No reft each warrior knows— no little caufe 
Can ftay that fword which rival glory draws ; 
That fword which rancour nor revenge could raife 
To mortal arms, but reftlefs thirft of praife. 166 

Meantime Rinaldo ponder'd in his thought 
What unknown warrior fo undaunted fought, 
Who not alone withftood his fierceft might, 
But oft his life endanger'd in the fight; 170 

And now he gladly would the combat ceafe, 
(Did fame permit) and join their hands in peace. 
Not lefs the ftranger-knight (who little knew 
That he, who 'gainft him now his weapon drew 
From malice free, was Mount Albano's lord) 175 
ConfefsM the thunder of his rival's fword, 
By none furpafs'd ; and wifh'd, but wifh'd in vain, 
The fight untry'd t' avenge his courfer flain. . 

Fain 
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Fain wotìld he now the dangerous fport eludè, 
But confeious honour fuch defign withftood. 180 
Deep and mOTe"ttee|> the 'glooms of evening rote* 
Till darknefi ieetti'd to -mock their fandom blows : 
111 could they ftrike, and tyorie could ward the blade, 
ConceaPd ih either's 'hand with murky fhade. 

The tord of Mount Albano firft addrefs'd 18$ 
His gallant foe— The hour recfufres to reft : 
Defer the fight till flow Ar&urus' wain 
Has left its place in Heaven's o'er-fpangled plain. 
Meanwhile in our pavilion (halt thou meet 
A friendly welcome and fecure retreat, 190 

Attended as ourfelf, and at oar hands 
jjteceive f uc h honour as thy worth demands* 

Thus far Rinaldo, nor in vain he fpoke, * 
His proffer'd grace the courteous baron took : 
And now Rinaldo from his ready fquire 19$ 

Receiv'd a ftatejy fteed with rich attire, 
To fword and fpear well train'd in every fight -, 
And with this gift he grae'd the ftranger knight, 
Who knew ere long the chief with whom he came 
Was Clarmont's leader, as by chance the name aoo 
Efcap'd his lips, while journeying thus they went 
To join the warriors at RJnaldo's tent* 

Thefe 
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Thefe oefele taught» wore near % kkctfed ties, 
Brethren fey blood * and Jieoce new pafl&Ms rife, 

That confliAs in the ftraoger'a bofom moire, t»£ 
Who flieds the mingled tap of j&y «fid love. 
Tikis youth was Quid* forage* who farfbrt 
On ftormy leas fuch toils mid dingers feort 
With Olivero 's fons *, Maqphif* bold» 
And Sanfpaetto, as die Mufe has tokL sto 

This knight, in Pjnftbello's fraudfufl ihaads 
A prifoner fali'n, w»s held in fhameful bands 
From his lw\ifricmfe*tad there compdl'd was ftay'd 
T' enforce an impious law his hoft had made* 

Guido who now with eager gaze beheld axjj 

Rinaldo* who in arms fuch dhiefs cKoelTd» i 

* Gryphqk and A^ila^t* 

Ver, 207* This youth was Guido favage^ — ] This Guido MptS 
the champion with whom Marphifa fought amongft the Ama- 
zons (fee Book xix. and xx. ) and who afterwards, with Gryphon* 
Aquilant, and Sanfonetto, being fworn to defend the law mad? 
by Pinabello, was caft down by the enchanted light of Rogero'S 
fhield : fee poet gives no further account of him till his meeting 
with Rinaldo in this book, nor does it appear how, or where hef 
parted from the other knights : the lady m his company was 
Aleria his favourite wife, whom he brought from the land of the 



Amazons, 



Ver. 208. Onjlormy feas—] Alluding to the ftorin before 
they landed amongft the Amazons* 

On 
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On whom fo oft lie wiih'd to bend hk fight, 

As fighs the blind to view the tong-ioft light. 

With transports thus began— O ! honour'd fard* 

What Ul-ftarr'd chance could ever lift my fword *m 

On one, for whom fuch rooted love I feei, 

For whom, o'er all, I glow with kindly zeal. 

My name is Guido — me Conftantia bore 

To noble Amon on the Euxine fhore : 

Not lefs than thine my anceftry I trace, a*$ 

An alien branch of Clarmorit's noWe race : 

A fond delire my journey hither drew, 

Thyfelf and all my kindred friends to view : 

But when I reverence meant, behold I give 

Such greeting only foes from foes receive ! 230 

If to my fault indulgence may be fhown, 

Thy valiant followers and thyfelf unknown, 

O ! fay, what fair amends can fuch offence atone ?, 

Courteous he faid* and now, on cither Jide 
Th' embrace exchange, Rinaldo thus reply 'd. 23$ 

Here ceafe—no more difturb thy generous mind 
T ? excufe the fight, fince from our ancient kind 
Thou fpring'ft a genuine flioot— no proof we claim 
Beyond the laft to fpeak thy lineal fame. 
Thy birth were doubtful, were thy courage left, 040 
But high foul'd thoughts a race as high confefs. 

No 
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No lions .fierce from timorous deer proceed j . 
Nor doves from eagles, or from falcons breed. 

So fpokethe knights, and now their way purfu'd* 
And, as, they pafs'd,. their friendly talk renew'd..24$ " 
The tent they reach'd, where to his comrades boldj 
Of favage Guido found, Rinaldo told ; 
That Guido whom fo long they wilh'd to view, 
Whom Fortune thither to their wiflaes drew. 
The welcome. tidings gladden'd every brcaft, 2$& 
And all in : him his mighty fire confefs'd* 
I pafs the greetings of his noble race, 
How oft, : with joy unhop'd, the fond embrace 
Sage Malagigi, Richardetto brave* 
Alardo, Aldiger, and Vivian gave : 25$ 

How lords and knights to him obfervance paid, 
What he to them, and they in anfwer faid* 
At every time the kinfmen had beheld 
Guido with joy — but now the joy excell'd 
Beyond compare, when public need requir'd 260 * 
Each arm and fword, and every bofoiufir'd. 

Now rofe the fun from ocean's bine profound, 
With orient rays his fhining temples bound ; 
When with the brethren,- all the warriqjjrkind 
Of Amon's race, the banners Guido join'd. $6$ 

S ' . Day: 
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Day following day, the band their march purfu'd ; 

Till now the ftiores of winding Seine- they vicw'd, ' 

Whence, fcarce ten miles remote, the guarded towel's 

Of Paris rofe, befieg'd by Pagan powers. 

Here Gryphon with his Aquilant they found, 270 

The brother chiefs for arms of proof renown f d ? 

Of Sigifmunda born— with thcfe appear'd 

A dame, that feem'd far other than the herd 

Of vulgar females 5 fplendid to behold, 

Round her white vefts fhe wore a fringe of gold. 275 

Lovely her mien, replete with every grace, 

Though tears ftood trembling on her mournful face, 

While by her geftures and her looks intent, 

She feem'd on fome important converfe bent. 1179 

Thefe knights to Guido known 1 nor lefs to thefe 
Was he, with whom fo late they ploughed the feas. 
Behold a pair (he to Rinaldo cries) 
Whofe like in battle fcarce the world fupplies : 
Let thefe for Charles with us united ftand> 
And foon I truft will ihrink yon Pagan band. 285 
Rinaldo then cohfirm'd the praife he gave, 
And own' k d each warrior brave amongft the brave 5 
One clad in white, and one in fable veft, 
And each in arms of fumptuous fafliion dreft. 

Vol. IV. E No 
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No left the brother champions few. ihd knew apo 

Rinaldo, Guido, ali thfc generous crew; 

Theft greeting fair, Rinaldo they embrae'd, 

And caft a veil o'er all unkindticfs paft : 

Time was, at ftrife (which now were long to tell) 

The galknt warrior* for Truffaldin fell -, 395 

But now in brothers* love and friendfhip join'd, 

All former hate was fcatter*d to the wind. 

To Sanfonetto next (the laft who came) 

Rinaldo turning, to his noble name 

Due honours paid, for oft Aibano's knight ^00 

His praife had heard, and own'd his force in fight. 

When now the dame more near Rinaldo drew, 
And mark'd (for well each Paladin (he knew) 

Ver. 295. — Truffaldin— ] Truffaldin was a Pagania 
Albracca, who, taking Sacripant prifoner by furprize, offered 
treacherouily to betray the city into the hands of king Agrkan; 
but thè propofal was generoufly. rejected by Agrican. Hav- 
ing poffeffion of the fort, he refufed admittance to Orlando, till 
Angelica had promifed him prote&ion from punilhment. The 
knights were divided in parties about him. Rinaldo fought 
with Gryphon who defended him. Orlando, being armed by 
Angelica, left the walls to engage with Rinaldo. At length 
Rinaldo having feized Truffaldin, dragged him at his horfe's tail, 
and put an end to his life. 

Oat. Innam. & i. c xhr. xx. xxvi. 

His 
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His mien and armswflie to the gejierous chief 

Difclos'd 4 tale that fili'd his foul with grief. 30$ 

O prince ! (flie faid) thy fcinfman 4b beiov^j, : 

Whofe favingarraoiwr church, our empire proved, 

Orlando, once fo wife, fo far renown' d 

For deeds of prowefs, roves the world «round, 

Of better fenfe diftf aught ; nor can I tell 310 

JFrom what ftrange caufe this dire ipifch*n£e befeli , 

Thefe «yes beheld his cuirafs, fword and ftiield 

Difpers'd at random o'er the wood and field : 

A courteous knight I few, with pious pains, 

Colleft the mail and weapons from the plains, 315 

And théfe cotte&ing on a fapting near 

In martial pomp the fpleridid -trophy rear. 

But thither came, on that ill-fated day, 

The Ion of Agrican, who bore away 

♦The haplefs champion's Iword— think what difgracè, 

What iofe may thus attend the Chriftian race; 32* 

That Durindana, by the Tartar worn, 

Should once again a Pagan's fide adorn. 

Ver. 314. A cotirteoùs knight I faw — ] Flordelis, as die 
reader may recoHeA, was prefent when Zerbino «and t&beHa 
colleded together die .arms of Orlaado, «od wzs w'&*& te ike 
combat between Zerbino and Mandricardo, in yrhkb &e far- 
mer received bis death's wound ; but it does not appear that 
■Flordelis knew either Zerbino or Ifebella. 

E 2 With 
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With this he Brigliadoro thcncc convcy'd, 
-That near unran'd without a matter ftray'd. 3*5 
Few days aite J>afe'd fince.l Orlando left 
Nakedi deroid.of fharpe,, òf fenfe^béreft : 
Who (ftrangé to tell):urihous'd, unfhelter'd lies, 
And fills each cave and wood with dreadful cries. 
She faid; and toldiow on; the bridge fhe view'd, 
Where clofe engag'd with Kodomont he flood, 331 
Till both, embrae'd, fell headlong in the flood. 
To every chief that held Orlando dear, 
(The dame purfu'd) to every courteous car 
The tale I tell, till one with pious care 335 

To Paris, or Tome friendly place, fhall t>ear 
The wretched chief, and art or medicine find 
To cure the frenzy of his moon-ftruck mind ; 
And ah ! could Brandimart his fufferirigs know, 
Ho w> would his foul with tender pity glow, 340 

And every means eflay to heal a kinfman's woe! 

* 

This dame was Flordelis, the lovely wife 
Of Brandimart, far dearer than his life : 
At Paris him fhe fought, but fought in vain : 
. Ajid now fhe told how, midft the Pagan train, 34$ 
Debate and hatred for that famous fword 
Embroil'd GradaflTo and the Tartar lord -, 

Till 
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Till Mandricardo ftern of life bereft, ^ 
The fatal fword was to Gradaffo left. 

Struck with the news, Rinaldo flood oppreft, 350 
And thrilling forrow fill'd his noble breaft : 
His heart in melting foftnefs feem'd to run, 
Like fleecy fnows diffolving to the fun ; 
Refolv'd, where'er, forlorn Orlando ftray'd, 
To trace his fteps, an4 yield him friendly aid j 355 
But fince by chance, or Heaven's all-ruling mind, 
He faw near Paris* walls his fquadron join'd, 
He firft decreed to raife the liege, and chace 
From royal Charles th' exulting Pagan race j 
But, anxious for th' event, delay'd th' aflault 360 
Till night had fhaded .o'er th' ethereal vault, 
And through the camp the toils of day had flied 
Lethean deep on every drowfy head. 

Far in the wood, to wait th' appointed hour, 
All day conceal'd he kept his banded power 1 $6$ 
But when the fun the darkening (kiqs fprfopk, 
And to the lower world his journey took i 
When harmlefs ferpents, bears, gnd *11 the train 
Of fabled beafts, adorn the ftarry plain^ 

Unfeen 

Ver, 368. When barmkfs ferpents^] By- this expreflfon 

E 3 » 
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J Unfecn in pwfencé òl* the gfetttèr light, 370 

Rinaldo leads his troop, and tó theif might 
With Vivian, Guido'*, Sanfonetto's fame, 
Adds Gryphon, Aquilant, Alardo's name. 

; Mis firft attack filrpris'd the (leeping guard, 

t And thefc he flew ; for no defence prepared : 375 

; The trembling Moors, in evil hour pereeiVe 

No caufe For mirth, but ample caufe to grieve. 
How ihould a naked, timorous» feeble train, 
With futh a forte, th* unequal ftrife maintain ? 
To ftrike the Saracens with deeper dread, 380 

When tó the charge his band Rinaldo led, 
He pour'd the horn and trumpet's clangór round, 

: And bade each tongue his well-known name re* 

found. 
Touch'd by the fpur Bayardo feem'd not flow, 
But leapt at ohce the trenches of the foe : 385 

The foot he trampled* and the horfe o'ertum'd, 

5^ And tents to earth and rich pavilions fpurn'd. 

v % % Amid the Pagans none fo bold appeared, 

4 x But every hair was briftkd when they heard 

is meant the conftellations of ftars, to which die poets have 
affixed the names of the goat, the bull, die lion, the ferpent, 
and other animal*, feigned to hare been placed in the Heavens. 

*» * ' . Rinaldo's 
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RJnaldo's name above the tumults rift, 390 

And Mount Albano echo'd to the ikiés ! 

Swift fled the troops of Spain, as fwift the Moor; 

None ftay'd behind their riches to fecure. 

Him Guido follow'd, and with equal might 

The fons of Olivero rufh'd to fight. 395 

Not lefs RichardO) nor Alardo lefs, 

With Aldiger and Vivian, cleave the preft : 

Guichardo next with Richardctto moves, 

And each in arms his fingle valour proves. 

Seven hundred that in Mount Albano dwell'd, 400 

And round the neighbouring towns, Rinaldo held 

Beneath his rule : thcfe rais'd the feariefs hand, 

In heat or cold, a firm determine band. 

Not braver troops of old Achilles fway'd, 

Though the gaunt Myrmidons his word obey*d, 405 

Each in himfelf fuch dauntlefs force compriz'd, 

A hundred here a thoufand foes defpis'd. 

Though good Rinaldo might not boaft to hold 

* Extended land, or heaps of treafur'd gold ; 

Yet 

Ver. 408. Though good Rimldo—] Thelowftatepf Rinal- 
do's finances is mentioned in feveral of the old romances $ and 
in the adventure of the feiry of riches in Boyardo, where he is 
fet at liberty by Orlando, he attempts t» carry off a chair of 
folid gold, alleging Aat it wtfl farnifh Ae pay of his troops ; 

E 4 this 
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Yet fuch his conduft, fych his fair regard 410 

To every warrior, while with all he fhar'd 
His little ftore, tha|t none amidft the crew 
For proffer'd favour from his. fide withdrew. 
From Mount Albano ne'er thefe bands he took. 
But when fome weighty caufe their arms befpoke 
In parts remote ; and now to aid his prince 416 
He left his taftle-walls with weak defence. 
This train* affaulting now the Moorifh hoft, 
This matchlefs. train, whofe valour's praife I boaft, 
So rag'd, as on Galefus' verdant mead 420 

The favage wolf amidft the woolly breed : 
Or oft as near Ciniphius* held his chace, 
The lordly lion rends the bearded race, 

Imperial Charles (who heard Albano's force - 
Prepar'd t'attack the camp with filent coyrfe) 435 

this a&ion of Rinaldo, and fome other pafiages in the romances, 
will ferve to explain the obfervation of the curate and barber, in 
their fcrutiny of Don Quixote's library, where Rinaldo and his 
train are called greater thieves than Cacus. Ariofto, in taking 
up die ftory, has judicioufly dropt this part of his character. 

Ver* 420, —7- Galefus—'] Galefus, a river near Tarentum, 
where the fheep, from the fertility of the pafture, had remarkable 
thick wool. 

Ver. 422. — r-r- Gnipbius — ] The Cyniphians were a people 
of Africa, whofe country was pctreipely fruitful. 

Stood 
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Stood ready arm'd, and at th* expe&ed hour 
Join'd, with his Paladins, Rinaldo's power. 
With him came wealthy Monodontes* * fon, 
Whofe love and truth fair Flordelis had won. 
Him long flie fought, and now, from far reveal'd, 
Obferv'd his buckler blazing o'er the field» . 4^1 
When Brandimart his deareft confort view'd, . 
The fight forgotten, gentler thoughts enfu'dj 
He ran, he held her dofe in fpeechlefs blifs, 
And prefs'd her lips with many an ardent kifs. 435 

Great was the truft of ancient times difplay'd 
In the fair confort or the blooming maid, . 
Who, unaccompany'd, could fafely rove 
In lands unknown, through mountain,field, or grove; 
And, when returning, found their dear-held name " 
Clear as their form from breath of tainting fame ! 441 

Here to her lord the dame began to tell 

What dreadful chance Anglante's knight befel : 

Not from report the fatal talc flie drew, 

Her mournful eyes had prov'd th* event too true : 

Then of the bridge- fhc told, where every knight 446 

Was ftay'd by Rodomont in dangerous fight ; 

* Brandimart. 

Ver, 437, -*~ with bis Paladins, — ] In the xxviith Book, 
ver. 2J2, he tells us that the Paladins, except Ugero and Oli- 
vero, were made prifoncrs, and no mention has been fince made 

of their deliverance. 

Who 
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Who véfts and armour, won from chiefs overthrown, 
Had hung to grace the monumental (tone : 
She told, how far tranfeending every thought, 450 
She faw the deeds by mad Orlando wrought, 
Who on the bridge engag'd the Pagan foe, 
Arid headlong plung'd him in the flood below. 
But Brandimart, who dear Orlando lov'd, 
With truth by friends, by fons, by brothers prov'd, 
Refolv'd, through every threatened toil, to find 456 
9The wretched earl, and heal his frantic mind. 
In armour dight, he mounted on his deed, 
And took the path his dame prepared to lead 
To where fhe late unbleft Orlando view'd : 46a 
Now near they drew where Algier's monarch ftood 
To guard the bridge ; and now arriv'd in fight, 
The ready watchman to the Pagan knight 
The wonted fignal gave, and lo ! with fpeed 
His {quire attending, brought his arms and fteed : 465 
His arms were lae'd, his foaming courier rein'd, 
What time good Brandimart the banks had gain'd :- 
Then with a thundering voice, in impious pride, 
To Brandimart the ruthlefs Pagan cry'd : 
Whoe'er thou art, by fortune hither led 470 

Through error or defign thefe (hores to tread, 
^Alight— defpoil thine arms — and yonder tomb 
Grace with the trophy, ere I fcal thy dwm > 

2 And 



1 

j 



f 



i 



B.XXXL ORBANDO FURIOSO. $ 9 

And give thy life a vi&im, for the fake 

Of her pale ghoft— then fliall my fury take 475 

What thou may'ft now thy willing offering make. 

He ended— Brandi mart indignant burned, 
And anfwer with his (pear in reft returned : 
Battoldo fpurr'd (his gentle courfer's name 
Battoldo call) he with fuch ardor came 480 

To meet the foe, as well his ftrength proclaimed 
A match for all in lifts of combat fam'd j 
While Rodòmont as fwift to battle drew. 
And o'er the bridge with hoofs refounding flew. 
His fteed that oft the narrow pafs had try'd, 485 
And oft, as fortune chane'd, on either fide 
Had headlong plung'd, now ran without difmay, 
Nor fear'd the perils of the downward way. 
Battoldo, little us'd fuch path to keep, 
Shook in each joint to view thè fearful fteep : 490 
Trembles the bridge* and to the burthen bends 5 
The bridge, whofe fides rior fence nor fail defends» 
Alike their beam-like fpcars the warriors drove, 
Such as they grew amid their native grove : 
Alike thty rufli'd, and in the meeting ftrife 495 
Well far'd each generous fteed to *fcape with life: 
Yet both at onte before the ihock gave way. 
And on the bridge beneath their riders lay $ 

The 
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The fpur had rouz'd them, but the plank, unmeet, 

No fpace afforded to their floundering feet : 500 

Plung'd.in the ftreamboth equal fortune found, 

And with their fall made wares and ikies refound. 

So roar'd our Po, receiving in his tide 

The youth * that ill his father's light could guide, 

Down funk the couriers with the ponderous weight 

Of either knight that firmly kept his feat * 506 

While to tl\e river's fecret bed they fell, . 

To fearch what nymph or naiad there might dwell. 

Not this the firft or fecond venturous leap 

The Saracen had prov'd ; hence well the deep, 5Ì0 

The fhallows well he knew j where roll'd the flood 

With bottom firm, where foft with ooze and mud. 

Head, breaft, and fides, triumphant o'er the waves 

He rears, and now at great advantage braves 

The Chriftian knight, whofecourfer whirling round. 

An eddy buries in the fands profound, 516 

Where deep infix'd, and by no ftrength releas'd, 

Certain deftru&ion threatens man and beaft. 

The water, foaming with refiftlefs force, 

Bears to the deepeft current knight and hojrfe, 52.0 

Together roU'd-*-while Bxandimart, beneath 

His fteed lies ftruggling in the jaws of death. 

** Phaeton. ^ 

Fair 
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Fair Flordelis afflifted, from above, 

X^ars, Vows, and prayers^ employs to fave hèr love. 

Ah! Rodomonte by her, whpm dead thy fotil 525 
Reveres fo high*— thy cruel thoughts control : 
Permit not here, by fuch inglorious dèàth, : 
So true, fo brave a knight,' to yield his breath. 
Ah ! courteous lord ! if e'er thy heart could love, 
Think what for him my bleeding heart muft prove j 
Suffice, that now he bears: thy captive chain : j 531 
Suffice, with thee his arms and veft remain : 
And know óf all, by right of cónqueft thine» 
No nobler fpoils. adorn the virgin-ihrine. . 

. She faid ; and fuch perfukfive prayers addrefs'd 535 . 
As touch'd the Pagan king's obdurate breaft -, 
Then, to her lord his faving hand he gave, 
Her lord, whom buried deep beneath the wave 
His courfer held 5 where, without thirft, he .q'uafPd 
Compeird from rufhing ftreams the plenteoup 
draught— 540 

But ere the Pagan would his aid afford, 
He took from Brandimart his helm and fword 5 
Then drew the knight half lifelefs to the fhore, 
And clos'd, with, others, in the marble tower. 

Soon as the dame beheld him prifoner led, 545 
All comfort from her tender bofom fled * 

Yet 
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Yet lefs fhe mourn'd than at the dreadful fight* 
When.kte the ftreamo'emhelm'd her faithful kfiighe* 
Now felf-reproach opprefs'd her gentle thought $ 
By her the lucklefs chief 'was thither brought $ 550 
By her he fell» by her was captive made j 
And FJordelis her Brandimart betrayed ! . 

Departing thence, (he ponder'd in her mind - 
Some gallant knight of Pepin's court to find * 
The Paladin Rinaldo far renown'd, 55^ 

Guido, or Sanfonetto, fearlefs found 
At all a^Tays, fome chief whofe matchlefs hand 
Might dare the Saracen by flood or land ; 
Who though not braver than her own true knight, 
With fortune more tò friend might wage the fight » 
Full long (he journey *d ere (he chane'd to greet "561 
A champion for fuch bold encounter meet $ 
Whofe arm in battle might the talk atchieve, 
T* overthrow the Pagan, and her lord relieve 
From cruel thrall : full many a day fhe fought, 56$ 
Till chance before her fight a warrior brought 
Of gallant mien, whofe arms a furcoat bòre 
With trunks of cyprefs fair embroiderM o'er : 
But who the knight, fome fature time fhail tell j 
Firft turn to what at Paris' walls befel, 570 

Ver, 569, — feme future time /ball tell 5] He returns to Flor- 
delis, Book xxxv. ver» 245. 

Where 
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Where deep deftru&ion cruJh'd the MoorUb baqdt 
From Maiagigi and Rinaldo' s hands. 

The couhtlefs numbers chae'd in fpeedy flight, 
Or driven to Stygian realms from upper light, 
Th$ mantling (hade from Turpin's view conceal'd» 
Elfe had his page the (lain and fled revtal'd. 576 
To Agramant a knight the news convey'd* 
Who lock'd in fleep, in his pavilion laid, 
No danger heard ; and only wak'd to know 
Swift flight alone could fave him from the foe* 5S0 
He ftarts from reft, he calls around his eyes* 
And guidf lefs, dUarray'd, his foldiers {pies * 
Naked, unarrn'd, now fyere now there they yield ; 
No time allows to grafp the fencing fluelcL 
Confus'd in counfel, and in thought diftreft, 585 
The monarch fits his cuirafs to his breaftj 
When Falfirones (fprung from boafbed race) 
Grandonio, Balugantes, near the place 
Approach'd, his danger to the king betray, 
That death or flav'ry threats the leaft delay ; $f& 
And could he thence his perfon fafely bear,. 
He well might boaft propitious fortune's care. 

Marfilius thus, alike Sobrino fage, 
With all the peers (whom equal cares engage) 

Would 
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Would urge his flight, while by Rinaldo led 595 

Deftru&ion pointed at the monarch's head. 

He, with the remnants of his routed train. 

In Arli or Narbona might remain : 

Both ttrongly built, and both provided well 

With martial (lores, could long a fiege repel : 600 

Himfelf prcferv'd, his bands with new fupplie* 

Recruited, on fome future day might rife 

T' avenge his own difgrace, the nation's fliame, 

On Chriftian Charles and all the hated name. 

King Agramant, at length compell'd to yield, 605 
Cònfents for Arli*s town to quit the field, 
While deeper night defcending round him throws 
Her friendly veil to fcreen him from his foes. 
Thus twice ten thoufand of the Pagan train. 
The banded powers of Afric and of Spain, 610 
Fled from Rinaldo, 'fcap'd the fanguine plain. 
Thofe whom Rinaldo's, whom his brethren's fword, 
Whom the twin-offspring of *• Vienna's lord 
Stretch'd in their blood, and whom Albano's crew 
(The brave feven hundred) in the battle flew ; 615 
With thofe by gallant Sanfonetto kill'd, 
And thofe that, flying, Seine's deep current fiird ; 

* Gryphon and Aquilant. 

The 
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*The tongue that counts, may count the vernal 

flowers 
When Flora or Favonius paints the. Jbo#ers. 
*Tis fam'd that Majagigi bore a fhare 6ao 

Iii that night's glory of fuccefsful War : 
Not that his arm the fields with blood imbrued. 
Or knights unhors'd, or helms afundér hew'd % 
But by his arts he made the fiends, repaif 
From black Tartarean glooms to upper air, 625 
With many a banner feign'd, and bridled lance, 
That feem'd in number twice the ho ft of. France. 
Such trumpet's notefc he caus'd to echo round, 
Such drums to rattle, and fuch fhouts to found, 
Such neigh of courfers prancing o'er the plain, 6$Q 
Such dreadful cries, like groans of warriors (lain, 
That feem'd with horror's mingled din to fill 
The diftant lands, each foreft, vale, and hill 1 
And (truck fuch fear in every Moorifli breaft, 
That each to flight his trembling feet addrefs'd. 635 

Nor yet the king of Africa anxious thought 
Rogero wounded in his tent forgot ; 
But on a gentle ftecd of eafy pace 
He bade his friends the feeble warrior place, 
Till, 'feap'd the (laughter of the dreadful hour, 64* 
A bark Ke gairi'd, -and thence the warrior bore 
Vol. IV. f ' T« 
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To Arli fafe, where at his high command 
Muft meet the relicks of each (hatter'd band. 
Thofe who from Charles and from Rinaldo fled 
(Twice fifty thoufand) o'er the country fpread ; 64$ 
For fafety, mountain, wood, and cave explore, 
To lhun the furies of the Gallic jfword, 
While oft they found the gifarded pafs deny'd, 
And with their blood the verdant herbage dy'd. 

Not fo the king of Sericane withdrew 65a 

(His tents at diftance pitch'd) but when he knew 
That he, who thus with unrefifted might 
Afiail'd the camp, was Mount Albano's knight* 
His fwclling breaft with martial fury glow'd, 
His looks, his gefture, fuddcn tranfpor t fhow'd j 655 
With grateful thanks heprais'd the powers of Heaven, 
That on this night fo rare a chance had given.; 
A chance that to his hand might bring the (teed, 
Far-fam'd Bayardo, of unrivaird breed. 

Long had the monarch fought (as you full well 
From other lips, I truft, the tale can tell) 661 

Ver. 645. (Twice fifty thoufand) — ] Here feems an inconfxft- 
ency ; for, ver. 609, he fays, twice ten thou&nd. 

Ver. 66q. Long had the monarch fought—] Boyasdo gives the 
account, that Gradaflb, a mighty king of the Eaft, had gathered ^ 
together an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, in or- 
der to invade France, and get poflèflion of Durindana and 8a- 

jvdo. Orl. Inn am» B. u c* i. 

Ta 
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To brace good Durindana at his fide, 

And that fair courier in the field beftride : 

For this to France he crofs'd the furgy main, 

A hundred thoufand warriors in his train ; 665 

And in the generous fteed t* afiert his right, 

Had calPd Rinaldo forth to fingle fight : 

Thefe on the margin of the briny flood, 

In equal arms, to end the conteft flood : 

But Malagigi, by his magic art, 670 

Compeird his noble kinfman to depart, 

Borne 

Ver. 670. But Malagigi^ by bis magic af%] This adventure is 
given at large by Boyardo, which we (hall here relate ; and to 
which, though it has no immediate connexion with the prefent 
fubjeét, we filali, for the entertainment ófthe reader, add another 
adventure of Rinaldo, as a mafter-piece in the terrible kind. 

Angelica being returned to India (fee General View of Bo y- 
a&do's Story) and lamenting the hopelefs paffion which fhe 
had conceived for Rinaldo, commanded Malagigi, whom fhe 
had kept ih confinement, to be brought before her ; and offered 
to reftore him to liberty, provided he would find means to bring 
Rinaldo to her, but plight his word, if he failed in the Attempt, 
to return again to his prifon. Malagigi accepted die terms, and 
departed for France : where, on his arrival, he ufed every argu- 
ment to perfuade Rinaldo to give a favourable return to Ange- 
lica's paffion ; but Rinaldo, who had drank of the waters of 
hatred, was deaf to his entreaties. Malagigi, exafperated at his 

F 2 refufal, 
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Borne in a bark that fpread th' inviting fail : 
But here 'twere, long to tell the wondrous tale— 
And ever, from that day, the Pagan knight 
The gentle Paladin efteem'd.but light. 675 

Whca 

refiual, refolved to have recourfe to magic ; and hearing that 
Gradaflb and Rinaldo would foon meet to decide in fingle com* 
bat their title to Bayardo, he made two demons take the form, 
of heralds : of thefe he fent one to Gradaflb, to tell him, th*t 
Rinaldo would expeft him in arms next day by the fea-fidej 
and the other hie fent to Rinaldo, to tell him that Gradaflb 
would wait for him at day-break. Next morning Rinaldo came 
to die place appointed, where at firft he law nothing but a finali 
bark anchored by the fliore: at. length a demon, in the fhape 
and arms of Gradaflb, appeared; but when Rinaldo prepared 
to begin the combat, the phantom retired. Rinaldo thinking 
his enemy fled, purfued him, till the feeming warrior entered the, 
veflèl ; and Rinaldo following him with great eagernefs, a fudden 
wind fprung up, and carried him out to fea, when the demon 
difappeared *• Soon after, the departure of Rinaldo, Gradaflb 
came to meet him 5 but having waited the whole day without 
feeing his enemy, he departed in great indignation. 
, In the mean time Rinaldo, who now perceived that feme 
fupernatural power had. deluded him, was inconfolable for the 
dtfgrace that he muft fuffer from the imputation of cowardice. 
He was often tempted to deftroy himfelf j and in the mean while 
the veffel purfued her way with extended fails towards the eaft, 

* From Virgil, J£n. B. X, where Juno deceives Tonivi with a phantom 
UkeiSneat. < 

and 
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When now Gradaffo heard the chief who came 
Againft the Pagans, bore Rinaldo's name, 
He fheath'd his limbs in fteel, his fhield embrace, 
Then through the fhades, on good Alfana * plac'd, 

* Gradasso's mare. 

His 

and at laft ran afhore at a delicious garden, in the middle of which 
flood a {lately palace, furrounded by the fea. 

Rinaldo, upon his landing, was accofted by a damfel, who 
taking him by the' hand, led him into the palace, which was built 
of the mod coftly marbles, and richly ornamented with gold and 
cxquifite workmanfhip, fupported on pillars of* cryftal. A com* 
pany of beautiful damfels here received the knight, and refrefhed 
him with a magnificent collation, at the fame time entertaining 
him with their melodious voices. At laft, one of them addrefied 
bim in thefe words : " Sir knight, whatever you fee is yours, and 
whatever you can wifb more fhall be granted you ; for know, that 
all this is the gift of our fovereign lady and miftrefs, a queen who 
for your love has drawn you from Spain." Rinaldo heard her with 
furprife, but when (he mentioned the name of Angelica, a name 
he fo detefted, he darted from his feat ; on which the damfel cried 
out, " Stir not, thou art our prifoner." Rinaldo, however, re- 
gardlefs of what fhe faid, flew to the fea-fhore, determined either 
to make his efcape, or throw himfelf into the fea: but it fo for- 
tuned, that he found the vefTel'in which he came, and inftantly 
gping on board, fet fail from the ifland. He had not gone far, 
when he made land again; and goyig on (bore, was addrefied by 
an old man, who feemed in great.àfHiótion, and implored his af- 
fiance to recover his daughter, who had been taken from him by a 
gruel villain. Rinaldo, without hefitation, followed the old man ; 

F 3 wha 
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His rival fought, and all he met o'erthrew, 68d 
With rout and terror of the Chriftian crew : 
With equal panic fled before his lance 
The troops of Lybia and the troops of France. 

Now 

who having conduced him fome way, blew a horn, when Ri- 
naldo, lifting up his eyes, beheld a rock in the fea, on the 
top of which flood a caftle : at the found of the horn, a draw- 
bridge was let down, on which appeared a giant of an enor- 
mous fize ; Rinaldo engaged the giant with undaunted courage, 
but falling into a fnare, he was bound and carried prifoner to 
the caftle, the walls of which were dyed red with human blood. 
He was now met by an old woman clothed in black garments* 
of a pale and ghaftly countenance, who addreflèd him in thefe 
words : 

4t Perchance thou haft not heard of the dreadful cuftom ob- 
ferved at this caftle; therefore, while thòu haft yet to live» 
hearken to the tale I am about to tell thee, for to-morrow thou 
{bait furely die. There formerly inhabited on that rock, which 
is called Alta-ripa (fteep rock) a noble knight, namqd Gryphon, 
who hofpitably received all ftrangers that travelled this way. 
This knight had for his wife a fair and virtuous dame, called 
Stella: iit fo fortuned, that my hufband Marchino, paffing 
through thefe parts, was entertained by Gryphon, when he fell 
in love with Stella ; and being refolved to poflèfs her, planted an 
ambufh for Gryphon, flew him, and having mafTacred all his 
people, took poflèffion of the caftle ; but in vain endeavoured to 
gain his defire of Stella, who repulfed him with horror, her 
mind being full of the idea of her murdered hufband, and con- 
tinually pondering on the rnearjs of revenging his death. The 

rage 
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Now here, now there, amidft the warring crowd 
He feeks, and on Rinaldo calls aloud 5 68 J 

Still turning where he fees the numerous flain 
With deépeft carnage load the dreadful plain. 

Ac 

rage I felt, at the fidfehood and perfidy of Marchino, urged me 
'to an ad of cruelty, fcarce to be credited by thofe who know 
not the fury of a jealous woman. I had two young fons by 
Marchino; thefe I killed, and having baked their limbs, fet them 
before their father, who, unconfcious of the horrid meal, fe- 
tisfied his hunger with his own offspring. I then fecretly made 
my efcape, and went to the king of Orgagna, who had long 
fued for my love, who was a near kinfman to Stella, and incited 
him to revenge the death of Gryphon. I had left behind me at 
. the caftìé the heads of my murdered children, which feryed as an 
inftrument of vengeance in the hands of Stella : thefe (he took* 
and carried them to Marchino, with dreadful exclamations re- 
proaching him with his bloody villany in the death of Gryphon, 
and die maffacre of his people. Marchino, in a frenzy of fury, 
would have flain the dame ; but his luftfid paffion, which, even 
in the prefent moment, was kept alive by her beauty, inftigated 
him to a revenge more dreadful than a thoufand deaths : he 
ordered the putrid dead corpfe of Gryphon, ftiH unburied, to 
be brought before him* and caufed the lady to be bound to it, 
in which condition he accomplifhed his unheard-of and helliflv 
purpofc. 

The king of Orgagna and I now arrived with a numerous 
force ; which when the villain heard, he caufed the lady to be 
murdered, and afterwards, to fliew how far human wickednefe 
could reach) continued, with horrid abomination, to defile her 

F 4 breath- 
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At length the knight he met, and foon oppos'd, 

Swtfrd clalh'd with fword, when firft their fpcars had 

clos'd 

In equal jouft, when fhivcr'd with their might 690 

A thoufand fplinters foar'd with wondrous flight 

To touch thè fpangled chariot of the night. 

Soon 

breathlefe body. The troops which we brought foon made 
themfelves matters of the Caftle. Marchino was immediately 
torn in pieces by the fury of the people, and the remains o£ 
the wretched Gryphon and Stella were depofited together in a 
magnificent tomb ere&ed for that purpofe. The king of Or— 
gagna then departing, left me miftrefc of the cattle; when in 
the ninth month of my refidence, we heard a moft dreadful 
noife in the tomb, which terrified the three giants whom the king 
had left with me for my defence. 

It happened that one of the giants, who was bolder than the 
reft, ventured to remove a litde the ftone that covered the 
entrances but he inftantly repented his rafhnefc ; for a mon- 
Iter that was inclofed therein thruft forth one of his claws, drew 
the giant forcibly through the opening, and fwallowed him 
in a moment. No one thenceforth was hardy enough to 
approach the tomi}, which I caufed to be furrounded with a 
wall of vaft ftrength: by a device the tomb was then- 
thrown open, from which iflved a moft tremendous monfter, 
whole form my tongue cannot defcribe, but which you will be-* 
hold with your own eyes, wh«n you fhall be caft to him to be 
devoured. By a dreadful cuftom here eftablilhed, from all the 
grangers that arrive, one is every day given for food to this 
sponfter j and as we have fpinetiines mpre than the dairy fàcrifice 

re^uires^ 
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Soon as Gradaffo, lefs by arrn& or veft, , 
Than by'his'ftrokes, the Paladin confefs'd; 
And knew Bayardo by his thundering force, 695 
That urg'd through yjeldingjanks his raging courfe, . 

Maftering 

requires, the reft are put to death, and their bleeding limbs ex- 
poled, as you fee, at the entrance of the caftle. This monfter 
will receive no nourifhment but the flefli of man; and ihould he 
feil of his wonted prey, he would break through the wall that 
jpclofes him, Foripe, wretch that I am! the continual re- 
membrance of that villain, and the meditation on his unparallel- 
ed wickednefs, have fo deadened in me every fenfe of humanity, 
that my foul feems now only delighted with fcenes of mifery and 
daughter!" 

After the old woman had finifhed her dreadful narrative, and 
Rinaldo perceived that his fentence was inevitable, he begged 
that at leaft he might be allowed to meet the monfter with all 
his armour, and with his fword: to which the hag replied, with 
a ghaftly fmile, that he might wear his armour, and take what 
weapons he chofe ; but that nothing could fave his life from that 
jfiiry, againft which ftrength or courage was of no avail. 

Next morning Rinaldo was let down within the wall, com^ 
pletely armed with his fword drawn > when the monfter, dread- 
fully gnafhing his teeth to the terror of all, flood ready to devour 
bim, while the knight advanced with undaunted refolution. It 
i$ no-eafy taflc to deferite the form of this horrible animal, that 
Was doubtlefs the diabolical offspring of Marchino from the dead 
tody of Stella. In fiate he was larger than an ox, his muzzle 
«pas like a ferpent'% his mouth was of vaft width, and his teeth 

long* 
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Mattering the field— -his eager lips aflailM 
The knight with loud reproach, as one who faird 
To feek his foe th' appointed day of fight, 699 

And keep the faith that Jfcnight dejnands from knight. 

Thou 

k>ng ; his head had the nercentfs of a wild boar when in his ut- 
moft fury, and from each.tempk ifiued a horn that cut the air 
with a roaring noife ; his flcin was of divers colours, impene- 
trable by any weapon; his eyes were like fire, and his hands, re- 
femhling die hands of man, were armed with the claws of a lion, 
and he rent afunder with thefe, and with his teeth, armour of the 
ffrongeft proof. This monfter came with open mouth upon 
Rinaldo, and a moft dreadful battle enfued between them, which 
bfted from the morning till the evening, and in which the 
knight vainly endeavoured to pierce the hide of his enemy, who 
on the other hand had torn away hi6 armour in many places, 
and wounded him in a terrible manner : Rinaldo now began to 
. grow weak with the lofs of blood, when aiming with all his re- 
maining ftrength a furious ftroke, the monfter feized his {word 
and drew it from him. While Rinaldo flood thus unarmed, 
cxpe&ing inftant death, Angelica waited with the utmoft im- 
patience for die return of Malagigi : at laft he Came, but without 
Rinaldo, and related to her the dreadful adventure that had be- 
fallen him, urging her to go immediately to the affiftance of the 
knight. Angelica, terrified at the danger of Rinaldo, began to 
load Malagigi with reproaches; but he told her there was not a 
moment to lofe, and immediately put into her hands a cord, a 
file, and a large cake of wax. Angelica then called up a de- 
mon, who tranfported her at once through the air to the place 

where 
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Thou thought 'ft perhaps (the haughty Pagan faid) ' 
The danger late impending o^r thy head 
So well efcap'd, I ne'er again fhould greet 
Thy arm in fight, but lo ! once more we meet J 

And 

where Rinaldo was reduced to the Jaft extremity. Juft before 
the arrival of Angelica, cafting round his eyes, to difcover any 
poflible means of efcaping the jaws of the monfter, he efpied a 
beam ten feet from the ground that jutted out from the wall, and 
exerting all his force, he leapt, and feizing it took his place there- 
on, beyond the reach of the monfter, that, weighed down with 
his enormous bulk, in vain endeavoured repeatedly to feize him: 
It was now night, and Rinaldo, while he clung to the beam, law 
fomething by [the light of the moon that feemed to hover near 
him, and foon difcovered the form of a damlèl : this was Ange- 
. Jica ; but as foon a6 he beheld her face he was ready to quit the 
beam, and expofe himfelf to the enraged monfter, rather than be 
preferved by her affiftance. Angelica entreated him in the moft 
foothing manner to feek flielter in her arms from fo dreadful a 
peril j but Rinaldo obftinately perfifted in refufing to liften to 
her, and threatened, unlefs (he left him, to quit his prefent fixa- 
tion. On this, Angelica, cafting the cord fhe had brought with 
her at the monfter, at the fame time laying the cake of wax be- 
fore him, departed. # The monfter immediately feized- the waa^ 
and clofing his jaws, was prevented again from opening them : 
enraged at this, and leaping here and there with inconceivable 
fury, he entangled himfelf in the cord; which Rinaldo feeing, 
quitted the beam,* and recovering his fword, attacked his enemy, 
unable now to make defence : but when the knight found that 

all 
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And know, to thy confufion, couldft thou bend 705 
Thy flight to Hell, or to high Heaven afcend, 
Didft thou that fteed beftride, my feet fliould tread 
The flcies' pure plains, or fhades that veil the dead, 
T' enforce my right — and if thou wilt refign 
Thy boafted claim, and let yon fteed be mine, 71a 

. all attempts to wound him were fruitkfs, he leapt upon his back 
and ftrangled him. The monfter being dead, Rinaldo fought 
fome opening in the wall, the height of which it was impoffible 
to fcale : at laft he efpied an iron grate that opened next the 
calile, which he for fome time in vain tried to force ; till feeing 
die file which Angelica had left behind her, he opened the grate 
with this ; and was preparing at day-break to quit the place, 
when he was met by a monftrous giant, who as foon as he faw 
him uttered a loud cry, and fled. The people of the caftle, 
alarmed by the giant, attacked Rinaldo in great numbers; but 
the knight with his fword Fufberta fo exerted himfelf, that he 
foon flew or put them to flight : he was afterwards attacked by 
the giant who had firft made him prifoner, whom he overcame ; 
and then advanced to the caftle, where the old hag had fortified 
herfelf, and where the other giant had taken ihelter. This giant 
now caufing the gate to be opened, ruflied out againft Rinaldo, 
but was foon flain by him ; all which being feen by this detefted 
hag, {he, in rage and defperation, threw herfelf from a balcony a 
hundred feet high, and was dafhed to pieces on the pavement. 
Rinaldo then forced the gates, put all within to the fword, and 
departed thence in fearch of other adventures." 

Orl. Inn. Book I. C. v. vi. vii, viii. ix. 

Then 
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Then live fecure— but never hope again «. 

jUnhors'd to feize a generous courfer's rein, I 

If thus thy recreant deeds the name of knighthood f 

ftaim J 

He faid : when lo ! th* infulting fpeech to hear, 
Stood Guido bold and Richardetto near : 715 

Both from the fheath their fhining weapons bar'd, 
And to chaftife the Saracen prepar'd : 
But fwift Rinaldo interpose, and faid : 
Shall, others take my quarrel on their head? 
Think ye, without your aid, this arm too weak 720 
From him that wrongs me juft revenge to fcek, ? 
Then to the king he turn'd, and thus began : 
Grad^flb ! hear— whil? meeting man to man, 
If thou attend'ft, fincerely will I fhow 
I came to find thee like a generous foe : 725 

My fword might prove the truth, and here defy 
The tongue that dares to give my fame the lye ; 
But ere we clofe in combat fhalt thou hear 
What undifguis'd my wounded name fhall clear. 
Then let Bay ardo ftand, the noble fpoil, 730 

Defign'd by both to crown the vi&or's toil. 

He faid ; the king of Sericane inclin'd 
To courteous lore, like every gallant mind, 

Confents 
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i 

Confcnts to hear the generous warrior tell 

What chance to draw him from the fight befel. 735 

Now to a ftream the knights retir'd apart, 

Rinaldo there, with words devoid of art, 

Jtemov'd the veil that o'er the truth was fpread, 

Invoking Heaven to witnefs what hefaid ; 

Then call'd before 'cm Buòvo's prudent fon *, 740 

Confcious alone of all his art had done, 

Who, queftion'd, foon confirm'd whate'er the knight 

Had told, and own'd the fraud of magic flight. 

{ Rinaldo then purfu'd— What here is known 

By living witnefs, fhall alike be fhown 74$ 

Uy proof of arms, which ready (when or where 

Thyfelf fhall name) t' enforce the truth I bear. 

Gradaflb, with a warrior's generous heat, 
RefleAed how he came in vain to meet 
' The Chriftian leader; yet refolv'd to gain j$Q 

The generous courfer, fought fo long in vain, 
Howe'er he doubted, or the tale believ'd, 
Rinaldo's plea with feeming faith receiv'd. 

No more to Barcelona's billowy ftrand, 

Where fifft they went to combat hand to hand, 755 

But each agreed at early dawn of day 

To a clear neighbouring fount to bend his way : 

♦ Malagigi. 

Rinaldo 



} 



B.XXXI. ORLANDO FURIOSO* 79 

Rinaldo thither muft conduófc the fteed 
Between them plac'd, the vi&or's future meed : 
Then Ihould the king or flay, or captive make 760 
Albano's lord, 'tis his the fteed to take $ 
But fliould his boafted claim Gradaffo yield 
To Clarmont's knight, Rinaldo from the field 
Muft for his prize fam'd Durindana wield. 

With wonder great, with heart-corroding care, 765^ 
"Rinaldo heard by Flordelis the fair, 
(As late I told) that from his kinfman's head, 
Unbleft Orlando, every fenfe was fled ; 
What difcord for his arms the camp v engag'd, 
How chief with chief in dire contention rag'd, 77* 
Till ftern Gradaflb's arm the fword obtain'd, 
By which a thou fand- wreaths Orlando gain'd. 

The terms thus fettled, to his focial train 
Gradaffo now return'd, though oft in vain 
The Paladin befought the Pagan knight 775 

Beneath his tent t' await the morning light. 
At dawn Rinaldo and the king, difpos'd 
For cruel fight, their limbs in armour clos'd ; 

Ver. 765. With wonder gnat?—] This ftanza in the ori- 
ginal appears inartificially introduced, as it makes a difagreeabje 
break in the narrative.: it might poffibly be tranfpofed to advan- 
tage, but this was a liberty I did not think myfelf authorised to 
take. 

5 And 
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And near a fountain fide the battle fought,- 

For Durindana and Bayardo fought. 780 

With fad prefage Rinaldo's friends beheld 

His arm engaged in fuch a dreadful field : 

Great was Gradaffo's courage, great his might/ ■ 

Great was his fkill> Well-prov'd in many a fight ; 

And fince-he now the fatal fword had won 785 

That lately grac'd the fide of Milo's fon *, 

Each for Rinaldo felt his hope to fail, 

And ar his danger many a cheek grew pale. 

But Vivikn's brother f> o'er the reft difmay'd, 

The conteft view'd, and gladly would have ftay'd 

Th* impending fight, but that he fear'd to raife j<}f 

In good Rinaldo's bread a quenchlefs blaze * 

Who Drill in mind the time refentful bore 

When Malagigi's fhip decoy'd him from the (hore. 

While doubts and fears in every bofom grew, 795 

No doubt, no fear, the bold Rinaldo knew. 

Secure he goes, refolv'd one glorious day 

Should wipe his late imputed ftains away, 

And filence thofe who joy*d in his difgrace, 

Proud Altafoglia and Pontieri's race. 800 

Boldly he goes in heart fecure to crown 

His conquering brow with laurels of renown. 

* Orlando: t Malagigi. 

V«r. 794* When Atobgig?s/hip—] Sec Note to ver. 670. 

When 
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When now* from different paro> thefe fons of fame 
At once together to the fountain came, 
,They firft> in faith unftain'd, exchang'd embrace 805 
With fair and open looks, as if the race 
Of Clarmont and of Sericane had flood 
Ally'd in friendfhip and ally'.d in blood. 

But, here deferr'd, fome future time Ihall tell 
What dreadful blows from either weapon fell» 810 
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The diftreflcd fituation of Agramant. Marphifit comes to his 
affiftance. Death of Brunello. Lamentation of Bradamant 
for the abfence of Rogero. She unexpeftedly hears news 
of her lover that reduces her to defpair, and departs from 
Mount Albano. In her way fhe lights on Ulania, ambaflk- 
drefs from the queen of Iceland. Subjeót of her embafly. 
Bradamant arrives at Sir Triftram's lodge. The ftraiige 
cuftom obferved there. She unhorfes three kings, and is hot- 
pitably received by the lord of the caftle, who relates the ad- 
venture of Clodio, the fon of Pharamond, and his wife, from 
which their law was firft inftituted. Defence of Ulania by 
Bradamant. 






THE 

THIRTY-SECOND BOOK 

ORLANDO FURIOSO* 

Remembrance, what i late prepaid t& tell, 

-*** What fome new chance could firom my rom4 

expel, 
Again recals— a ftory that could make 
A fair-one wretched fi>r Rogero's fal^e ; 
And with a deadlier arrow pierce her breaft, 5 

Than that which Richardetto'a words Uttpctfiftl* 
Of this I meant to fpealk, but 'midft the tfroyght 
Another fubjeft good Rinaldo feftVgfet ; 
Then Guido drew no lef6 my Mufe *$W>3F 
With new adventures to beguile her w%y. to 

Now this, now that, by turn» a,tte#tiqa g^ia'4* 
And ill my memory Bradafflaat Hfgi&'d, 
To her again I turn, before I tffU 
What 'twixt Rinaldo and Gradali» feU ; 

Ver. 14.— Rinaldo ani Gxadajp*-*] He returns to thefe, 
Book xxxiu. ver. 561. 

G 3 But 
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But firfl: king Agfamant the tale recals i£ 

Of him to fpcak, who drew to Arli's walls 
The relicks of his hoft, that 'fcap'd by flight 
The fword and horrors of that dreadful night. 
Plac'd on a river near the furgy main, 
Afric in front, and near the coafts of Spain, 20 

The city could relieve ih 9 afflifted powers, 
Could yield them fuccour and fupply with ftores. 
Through all the kingdom to recruit his force 
Marfilius wrote, to miifter foot and horfe 
Whate'er their-kind : at Barcelona arm'd 25 

For zeal or hire, full many vefiels fwarm'd, 
Well mann'dfor fight : meantime in deepdebajte 
King Agramant at daily council fate. 
No means he fpar'd 1 and with exa&ions prefs'd, 
Fair Afric gròan'd through all her towns diftrefs'd. 
To Rodoniont he fent, but fent in vain, 31 

With proffers, wouid the warrior rife again 
In Afric's caufe, to give him for his bride 
Almontes* daughter, to himfelf ally'd, 
And with her hand unite to Sarza's power 35 

The mighty kingdom of Oran in dower. 

Ver. IS.— — ting Agramant — ] See Book xxxi. ver. 605, 
where Agramant, totally defeated, was obliged to retreat to 
Artf. ' " 

The 
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The haughty chief reftis'd the bridge to leave, 
where, many a knight accuftom'd to bereave 
Of arms and veft, he thefe with pomp difplay'd 
To deck the tomb that held the murder'd maid*; 
But not like Rodomont Marphifa left 41 

Her king at need, of every aid bereft : 
Soon as Die heard that all the martial train 
Of Agramant were captives* fled* or (lain ; 
That Charles had won, and with the remnant force 
Her king at Arli lay, fhe bent her courfe a& 

To Arli ftraitj with proffers large to fpend 
Her wealth and life his honour to defend. 
With her Brunello (late her fetter'd flave) 
She brought* and to the king uninjur'd gave. 50 
Ten days and nights fhe kept him filPd with dread> 
The fatal hoofe impending o'er his head^ 
But when flie thither found no friend repair 
By force to free him* or to fave by prayer, 
In fuch bafe blood fhe fcorn'd to foil her hands, 55, 
And freed his trembling limbs from galling bands. 

Well may you deem, from aid like hers received* 
What heart-felt joy the drooping king reliev'd ; 
How much he priz'd it (to Brunello's woe) 
He meant her wretched prifoncr's fate fhould fhoW? 

* IsABEtLÀ. 

Ver. 37. The haughty chief—] See Book xxxv. ver. 296. 
where Rcriomont appears again. 

G 4 Tb« 
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The fentèncé fhe enforced, hlmBf fefiim'd,- 61 

And freely to the tree Brunello doohi'rf r 

Then in a lonely wood, of life bereft/ 

His limbs a prey tó crows and vultures féft.- 

Rogcro, who before at equal need 6$ 

From deadly cords his caitiff neck had freed, 

In his fick tent now pale and woifaded tan^y 

(So wiird high Heaven) no mòre òòuftd yield hint 

aid? 
And when the tidings came, they carne too late $ 
Thus, without friend, Brunello met his fate. 70 

Meanwliilé, impatient of the lorig delay, 
Had Bradamant àccus'd each tardy day, 
That twice ten times muft di$n y ere face tò face 
She fees her knight the Chriftrah faith ériibÉacé. 
Lefs flow each lagging hour to Kim returfcs y$ 

Who pines in prifon, or in exile mourns, 
Till freed he litres, or fees in profpeft rife 
His deàr-lov'd country to his Idngirig eye$; 
Sick with fufpenfe, fhe chides éàcR heàverify ftèéeì, 
Now Ethon, now Pyrois' lingering ipéédj Sol 

Now 

Ver. 71. Meanwhile, impatient^»] Fie returns to Agfamant 
*nd Marphife, Book xxxv. ver. 486. 

^ Ver. 80. New Etbon, noia Pjrots* Uttg$rìng jpeedìl Names 

0/ 



Now thJrik* felftfréhtìMcÉhc #6ll&g wfceel* ba*» 

ftay'd 
Of ÉUséW e^, beyood its woi* defef & 
To htf rfioW kngtàeft'd feeittfó «cb day awd rtiglflV 
TKan t'ha* gftiat dsyy tffcén* HeSVtìl'a m*rfdk« Kgite 
The * Hebrew fiópé-, o# that fam'd ifcgtK ck*g*\f 
To give' ì yótfrig Alcide* ttf éria^fcitìdv 8* 

How oft with- erivy ih tfeei/ fecret place 
Sheìriéw'd &è dofmoofe, btesr, arid badge* nice 
Doze out the nfàtitte : with ftefe i&é fem Would tal» 
A long tih&rofcen flcep, not ever wake $8 

* JOSttlA» T* 

of two of the four fiorfes that are feigned to draw die chariot of 
the fun: Thus Ovì^ 

Ipterea volucres Pyrois, Eous* et Ethon, 

Sojis equ* quartufque PHegon— — Met. B. u. 

Do** m ibi mitòsi} The gomme» optate 
is,ffiàt tfcefe 2rw*& ffeéf> § gfetf pert rfthé jWa? withttittafc- 

* 1\*tei* fte^toach tf 
litde ntegéffiAeé tif taf* é* ééorns, and having laid in their 
hoard» fhut themfelves up for the winter. As (ban as they feel 
the firft advances of the cold, they prepare to teflen its e£e&, by 
rolling themfeives up in a ball : in this manner they continue, 
ufually afleep, but oftentimes waking, for above five months 
in the year ; their nefts are lined With mofs, jjrais, and deadt 

leaves. 
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Te light or fenfè; till her returning knight 
Should call her once again to fenfe and light. 
Now here, riow therej flic ftiifts her reftlefs head 
On dowhy plumes whence flWp Was c*er fled; 
Oft was fhe wont to watch the breaking Ikies, 9^ 
And fee, with eager gaze* the morn arife ; 
When Tithon's fpoufe o'er every fleecy cloud 
The lilies white and blulhing rofes ftrow'd : 
Nor left Ihe lonig'd, when full reveal'd the mom, 
To fee the ftars again the fkies adorn. 100 

Now, fiird with hope, (he waits each hour to hear 
Some meffenger proclaim Rogero near. 
Oft to a tower (he climbs, that profpeófc yields 
Of tufted forefts and extended fields. 

leaveSrf-^The bear' retired to fomé òaverrt, or hoBow of fonie 
enormous old tree, where it pafles, fome months of the winter' 
without provisions, or without ever ftirring abroad ; b*t is not 
ento#cly deprived of fenlktion, like the bat or dormoufe. — The 
badger is a (plitary animal, and digs itfelf a deep hole with great 
affiduity, where it deeps the greater part of its time, particularly 
in winter. Goldsmith's Hiftory of Earth and 

animated Nature, Vol. iv, 

"VW. 97. When 71ihon*s faitfe,—] Aurora* who Ming 
in love with Tithpnus, fon of Laomedon, bróthef to Priam king 
of Troy, carried him off and took him fór her hùfbànd : of this 
marriage was born Memnon, who. coming to the aid of Priam* 
was flain by AcWfesr 

T * 
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If from afar flie marks the gleaming light 105 

Of arms, or aught that fpeaks a coming knight, 
She thinks her plighted fpoufe Rogero nigh, 
And clears her brow, and wipes her tearful eye J 
If one unarm'd, or one on foot, flie views, 
She hopes fome meflenger with gentle news. no 

To meet her knight her armour now (he takes, 
And haftening to the plain, the hill for&kes ': 
No knight (he meets; tten thinks a different way • 
To Mount Albano might his fteps convey. 
Again all-anxious to her home (he turns, 115 

Again expe&s him, and again (he mourns. 
Now twenty fans had rifen, nor yet appears 
Her tardy lord, nor tidings yet (he hears : 
While fuch her plaints, that in the realms below 
The fnaky fiends had wept to hear her woe : 120 
With piteous fighs (he rends her golden hairs, 
Nor her fair face or heaving bofom (pares. 

Then thus— Ah ! wretched, wretched maid ((he 
cries) 
To follow one, who, while thou follow'ft, flies ! 
Him wilt thou prize who treats thee thus in fcorni 
Or him implore who never makes return ? 126 ' 

Shall he my heart poflefs who bears me hate ? 
Who holds his virtues at fo high a rate, 

Some 
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Some goddete muft fbrfake ber feats above 

To kiiìcfle i» his bfeaft the flames of love» 13a 

He know* te him my heart, my vows I give, 

Nor. will he yet my faeaft or vows receive : 

For him I Weed * for him, alas 1 1 die* 

Yet he, obdurate, can relief deny. 

He flies mtf now— nor more attends my pain 135 

Than the deaf adder heeds the charmer's drain. 

Ah ! Leve !— ifeprefs hrs fpeed who leads the race 

So fwift, whUe I purfae with tardy pace $ 

Or to her happy ftate a maid rettore* 

Ere her fond boiom own'd another's power. 140 

But wherefore (hould I hope in vain to move 

With prayers or plaints the ruthlefs God of Love ? 

That God, to whom my anguiih tranfpprt gives> 

Whp drinks my tears* and in my fuflfering lives ! 

Ah ! lucklef» maid ! of what fhall I complain, 145 

But the v^in profped of delire as vain ! 

Deftre, thai: lifts me to fo bold a flight, 

My pinions fhrivel in the fultry height : 

Ver. 136. Than the dkafadtkr*~] Aft «xproffioil drawn from 
the rafe ii*thePfcln* :-*-« the adder refufes to hear the voice of 
the charmer." 

Ver. 148, Afffimmjbrivel^] Rather an obfeure allufion to 
the fable of Icaritó, whofe wings were melted in his flight too 
near the fun. v 

All 
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All unfupportcd >naw I &11 from Heaven * 
Nor here a-period to my fate is given : i $& 

Again I foar, again I catch die flame : 
My daring endjefs, and my fail the fame ! 
Yet more than all rauft I condemn the bread: 
That fuch defire could harbour for her gveft : 
A gueft that Reafon from her feat compel! 'd, .155 
And every fenfe fubdu'd in bondage held. 
From bad to worfe my wretched Ibul is toft, 
Nor can I paflion rule where rule is loft ! 
Yet wherefore fhould I now myfelf reprove ? 
What crimes, alas ! are mine, but crimes of love ? 
What wonder that the foft, the frailer fenfe t£i 
Of womankind fhould make but weak defence ? 
Was, I required t' oppofe with wifdom's arms 
His looks, his fpeech, his more than manly charms ? 
Moft wretched he, forbid with longing fight 165 
To view the beams of Sol's all-cheering light ! 
Not deftiny alone impell'd my courfe -, 
Another's words, and words of mighty force, 
From this beginning love foretold my doom, 
My future blifs and great events to come, 170 

If Merlin's prophecy no credit claim'd, 
If every counfel for deceit was fram'd, m 

1 Him 
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Him may I well reproach— but never more 

Can free my foul from him my thoughts adore» 

All, all my plaints (for ever fix'd to mourn) 175 

To Merlin and Melifla muft return, 

Who brought, by help of many a hellilh fprite, 

Fallacious vifions to deceive my fight 

With unborn fons ; and with expeótance vain 

Involv'd me thus in love's perplexing chain : 1&0 

Yet, ah ! what caufe could thus excite their hate. 

But envy of my happy virgin ftate ? 

Thus fhe 5 while with defpair and grief opprefs'd, 
She feem'd to banifh comfort from her bread 2 
But foon the flatterer Hope intruding, brought 185 
Delufive aid, recalling to her thought 
Rogero's parting words, and bade her ftill 
(Whatever fears her gentle foul might fill) 
Await his wifh'd return ; and thus with wiles 
Beyond the twenty days fond Hope beguiles 190 
Her eafy heart, and foothes her to behold 
Another month in expe&ation roll'd. 

With mind more calm, as on a certain day 
(Such was her wont) fhe pafs'd the public way 
To meet her lord, fhe heard what muft deftroy 195 
Each little fjlimpfe of every promis'd joy. 

For 
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por near Albano's walls the noble dame 
Beheld a knight of G&fcony, who came 
prom Africa camp, a prifoner there confia'd 
What time near Paris' walls the battle join'd. aoo 

! With him (he epmrpun'd, much of him enquir'd 
To lead him to the point Ihc moft defied z 
Jlogero nam'd, her wiih no further fought $ 

j On him alone hung every anxious thought. 

The knight, who knew the peers of Afric well, . 205 
JUveàFd whate'er the noble youth befel, 
Whom l^te he faw with Mandricardo Hand 

I Oppos'd in combat, when with conquering hand 
The chief he flew, and from that glorious day 
A tedious month with wounds enfeebled lay. 210 
JHere had he clos'd, his tale had well explained 
The caufe that good Rogero thus detain'd. 
Tp this he adds, that to the camp there came 

I fi> gallant maid, Marphifa was her name, 

f No lefs renown'd for beauty than for arms ; 215 

! Jn valoyr firft, and firft in female charms : 
That her Rogero, flie Rogero lov'd, 
$carce ever feen apart— that all approv'd 
Their growing loves — and prince and peer believed 

! f hat each ff Qm each the pledge of faith received ;■ 

And 
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And hop'd the knight, recovered from his -bed &a* 
Of pain and fickaefs, -would the virgm wed ; 
From which fair union warriors yet unborn 
In future .agqs might che world adorn. 

This wHh'd alliance fpread from manto man 225 
In loud report that through the country *an, 
By figns coii&rm'd — with good Rogcro came 
In aid of Agramaat the martial dame * 
And .when Marphifa from the camp in fcorn 
(As late I tpld) had falfe Brunello borne, 23* 

Uncall'd ihe back refum'd her former-way, 
When in his bed iiogero wounded lay. 
On him. alone feem'd bent her anxious >mind $ 
Tpihim alone «her vifits ieem'd defign'd ; 
For oft bfifide Jus couch, from «morning light 435 
Till eveningihade/flie watch'd the wounded knight. 
Each wonder'd mu?h that (he, whofe foul defpis'd 
All human race, nor power, nor riches priz'd, 
Should fpr Rogero vail bar wonted pride, 
Should fmile on him, and frown on all befide. 240 

While thus the Gafcon knight confirms his tale, 
At every word heart-rending pangs affaii 
The wretched Bradamant : a chillnefs creeps 
Through all her veins» and fcarce her feat (he keeps. 

Without 
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Without a word fhe turns her courier's rein» 04| 
While wrath and jealoufy within maintain 
A mingled war t each hope diflblv'd in ah* 
Back to her home &e haftes in wild defpaif* 
Behold all aiWd the wretched virgin fpread. 
With &ce declin*d, Upon her lonely bed ! &£9 

From liftening ears to hide her grief fhe tries* 
Her grief that feeks to break in plaintive cries + 
Till oft revolving what the knight had told» 
No longer can her bread its anguiih hold. 

Then thus-^-In whom hereafter fhall I truft ? 25 j 
All, all are falfe, ungrateful, and urtjuft ! 
Since, dear Rogero, thou canft faithlefs prove, 
Rogero once fo priz'd for truth and love* 
Of all the forrows, all the tears that flow 
From public fuflferings or domeftic woe, i6o 

My wrongs are firft—- and (ìnce no living knight 
Excels thy mien in peace, thy arm in fight; 
Since none with thee for prowefs can compare. 
For courtly grace* for all th*t wins the fair* 
Why can we not amidft thy palms entwine a6$ 
Another wreath, and conftancy be thine ?. ; 

Yet know'ft thou not (this nobleft gift withheld) 
No virtue, courage, ever yet excell'd I -4 

Vou IV. H As 
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As objects only by reflp&ion bright* 

Vicwlefs themfelves, muft fhine by : borrow'd light. 

Alas! how.eafy was anartlefs maid, , 271 

By him fh$ lov'd beyond herfelf, betray'd ! , 

By him whofc words her fond belief had won 

To think the day-fpring dark, and cold the fun ! 

Sure no remorfe can e'er thy bofom move, 275 

If unrepenting thou, behold'ft her love 

Who dies by thee— all crimes with thee are. light, - 

If breach of faith is little ^n thy fight, . . 

Since fhe who loves, fuch pains to thee muft owe, 

Thou can'ft not more t* afflid thy direft foe. : 280 

Sure juflice never will in Heaven awafce, , 

Unlefs fwift vengeance reach thee for my fake. 

'Midft all the fins with which mankind are curs'd, 

If dire ingratitude is deem'd the worft ; 

If for this caufe the faireft angel, driven 285 

To chains and woe, was hurl'd from higheft Heaven j 

If heavier fins with heavier fcogrge mult fmartj. ^ 

Unlefs repentance purify the heart ; 

Heed, left on thee fome .dreadful fcourge be fent> 

Who, thus ingrate, refufeft to repent I 290 

Of theft, no little crime amidft the.train . 

Of human crimes, with juftice I complain : 

'Nipt. 
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Not ibr my heart detàin'd— ^-that heart be thine— 
At fuch a theft I never fhalUrepine : 
But thou thyfelf art mine, and in defpite 295 

Of every claim, thou robb*ft me of my right. 
Rettóre thyfelf— for never fhall he thrive 
Who can another of his right deprive. 
Thou leav*ft me, cruel ! — yet from thee to fly, 
Alas ! my will and power alike deny ! 300 

But not fròrti life— to end this hated breath, 
And leave iriy 'griefs and thee in welcome death. 
O ! had I died While treafur'd in thy breaft, 
What fate fo èrivy'd, and what death fo bleft ! 

She faid ;' andiix'd to die, with furious hafte 305 
Leapt front the bed, while at her heart fhe plac'd 
The fword^s: determine point, but fobh lHe found 
Her arms prevent the meditated wound. * 

Meantime a better Genius feem*d to warn 
Her defperate thoughts--Q! virgin, nobly born ! 310 
Think of thy high dcfcent, thy fpotkfs name* 
Nor give this period to a life of fame ! 
Seek yonder camp — there nobler may'ft thou try 
(If fuch thy. wifh) the honour'd means, to die. 
Before Rogero fhould'ft thou yield thy breath, 315 
Some tears even he may fhed to grace thy death : 

Ha But 
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Dordona's mount, and foon the towers efpies 

Of Clarmont and of Montferrahte rife ; 

When, as fhe journeyed, on her way was feen 

A.dame of lovely form and courteous mien : 

A buckler at her faddle-bow was ty!d, 355 

And three bold knights attended athier fide ; 

Before, behind, in long proceffion came 

Damfels and fquires that waited on the dame. 

Brave Amon's daughter, who to learn defir'd 

Her name, of one amidft her train enquir'd. 36a 

To the great leader of the Franks (he cries) 
From where within the ardtic circle lies 
A land remote, fhe ploughed with heavy toil . 
A length of ocean from Perduta's ifle ; 
Perduta fome, and fome Iflanda name 36$ 

This diftant ifle, where reigns a queen, . whofe fame 
For peerlefs form was fure by Heaven defign'd 
T.hè.:firft of all her fex' s lovely, kind. 
The fhield thou fee'ft to royal Charles fhe fends, 
And this conditiqn with the fhield commends ; 370 

Ver. 354. A dame of lovely form— ] Nothing can be told 
with more eafe of language, or vigour pf defcription, than this 
pleafingly romantic incident : .the demeanour of Bradamantj.her 
meeting the fhepherd,- arrival at. the. lodge, the joufts by moon- 
light, her defence of Ulania, ye, all circumftances that can never 
be too much admired. 

That 
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That this high gift (hall gVace the braveft knight 
Whomfuch he holds in dreadful fields offigKt: 
She by herfelf, by all the world efteèm'd 
The faireft dame, would feek a champion deem'd 
The firft in arms, for long her fecrct mind 375 

A purpofe, nothing e'er ih all fhake, defign'd; 
That he alone who bears his vr&br-fword 
O'er every chief, (hall be her fpoufe and lord. 
At Charlemain's imperial court fhé thought 
The firft of gallant knights might beft be fought. 
Yon three, that as her guard attend the dame, '381 
All three are kings; and from three kingdoms caftiè : 
Onfc Sweden, Gothland one, one Norway iways, 
And few with thefe in arms have equal praife. 

• Thefe three, whofe lands beneath another Iky 385 
Lefs diflrant than the ifle Perduta lie, 

(So call'd, as few amidft the failor-train 

Were ever known to ftem the northern main) 

Thefe kings enamour' d have alike purfu'd 

The fair queen's love, and for their confort woo'd ; 

And for her fake tranfeendent afts have done, 291 

To lad while planets circle round the fun. 

* But fhc to thefe/ to none, her hand will yield, 
Who ftands notfirffi the phoenix of the field. 

' *'-• H 4 I little 
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I little prize (thus oft declar'd the dame) 395 

Tour deeds that here fuch boafted merit claim ; 

Amidft the three, fhould one outlhine as far 

His rivals, as the fun each little ftar, 

I give him praif»--but thinks he hence from all 

The knights on earth, to him the palm muli: fall ? 

To Charlemain, whom through the world I hold 401 

The wifeft prince, I fend a (hield of gold, 

On this condition, that amidft his court, 

Him, who in arms may bear the firft report, 

The monarch with this honour'd gift ihall grace, 

Whether a fubjeft or of alien race. 4045 

His judgment be my guide * and when his voice 

Shall on the bweft champion fix the choice,, 

Jxt one of you, who dares in fight the beft, 

That fatal buckler from the vi&or wreft, 410 

And to my hand reftore ; fuch knight fliall prove 

My vow*d afie&ion, far all knights above, 

And fovere^gu of my heart poffefs my throne and | 

love. 

Thus from remoteft ocean has fhe fent 
Three potent kings, who come with fworn intent 
From him, who wins it, to redeem the (hield, 446 
Or by h» iword lie breathlefc on the field. 

*Thu* 
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Thus fpokc the fquire, while Bradamant to hear 
Th* unwonted ftory gave attentive tar. * j 

The tale complete, the fpeaker fpurr'd again 4*9 * 

His fteed, and foon xegain'd the courtly train* 

More flow Ac virgin kept her fteed behind, 
While many a thought came crowding on her mind» . 

Yon fliield (fhe thought) in France may raifc debate» 
And fow the feeds of envy, ftrifc, and hate 425 ! 

In every Paladin and rival knight, 

Should Charles attempt to fix the claimant's right, j 

This thought difturb'd, but ah ! her former though* j 

Far deeper anguifh in her bofom wrought. 

That faife Rogero could from her depart, 430 j 

And on Marphifa fix his changeful heart. I 

So deep in this was buried every fenfe, l 

That, mindleis of the way, ihe heeds not whence 
Or what her courfe, or where flxe next may meet, ì 

To reft at night, a hofpitable feat. 4^ 

As when fome veflel by the mattering wind, 
Or torrent (urge, is from the Und disjoined, 
Her rudder loft, no pilot for her guide, 

She floats at random on th* uncertain tide ; . 

So rov'd the virgin, while Rogero ftill 440 

Engrofc'd her foul-^-at Rabicswo's will 

She 
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She róv'd -, while diftant many a mile remain 
Her thoughts, that fhould direft the guiding rein. 
At length fhe lifts her eyes, and fees the fun^ 
Near Bocchus' realm his evening journey run, 445 
And like the fea-gull now in ocean's breaft, 
Beyond Morocco, dive to wonted reft : 
And ill fhe judges, if fhe means to ftray 
In open fields along the darkling way, 
While the night air with chilly vapour blows, 450 
Denouncing drizzling rain and freezing fnows, 

'Her cóurfer urging, Bradamant purfues 
The track frith greater fpeed, and foon fhe views 
A fhepherd-boy retiring from the plain, 
Who flowly drives before his bleating train. 455 
Of him the datne entreats fome place to fhow 
That, fair or homely, fheltcr might beftòw -, 
However homely, better there to lie 
Than pafs the night beneath th* inclement fky. 

For five long leagues, I know not where can reft 
(Reply'd the fhepherd) a benighted guéft, 46*1 

Save at a place which Triftram's lodge wè call, 
But there t* abide the chance to few may fall. 

Ver. 445. Near Boccbus 9 realm—] Bocchus, a kij^g wha : 
reigned in the fartheft parts of Mauritania. ' 

What 
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What knight fhould there to find repofe intend, 

His fpear muft win it, and his fpear defend ; 465 

If thither comes a warrior, when the place 

No knight has hous'd, the lord with courteous grace 

Admits the entering gueft, but makes him fwear, 

That fhould a new one to the rock repair, 

His arm the ftranger on the plain fhall meet : 470 

Should none arrive, he peaceful keeps his feat. 

When two knights jouft, the warrior, doom'd to yield, 

Muft quit the fort, and deep in open field. 

If four, or five, or more, in focial train 

At once appear, they ready entrance gain : 475 

But ill he fares, who comes an after-gueft: 

With whom the troop, already hous'd, fhall reft 

By turns the lance : fhould one, receiv'd within, 

!Poffefs the place which others come to win 5 

Thefe, one by one, fhall call him to the plaiil, 480 

And he with all in turn the ftrife maintain. 

So when the lodge admits a dame or màid, 

Alone or with companion thither led, 

If chance another comes, whoe'er can gain 

Th' award for beauty, fhall her feat maintain : 485 

But fhe, whofe form her rival's charms outlhine, 

For air unfhèlter'd muft the place refign. 

Inftruft 



t»S ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXXIL 

Inftruft me, fwain (ihe ery'd) yon lodge to find: 
The fimple fwain with ready tongue rejoin'd, 
And pointed with his hand the neareft way 490 
To where, fix miles remote, the dwelling lay* 

Though well his fpeed good Rabicano ply'd» 
Though Bradamant in either feeding fide 
Drove deep the fpur, yet through the miry road, 
Slippery with clay, with drenching waters fiow'd, 49^ 
The lodge fixe reached not till the darkening night 
Had quench'd in lhade the world's all-cheering light. 
She found the portal barr'd, then loud addrefs'd 
The watchful guard, and claim'd her right of gueft. 
The place was fill'd (he anfwer'd to the dame) 50a 
With knight* and damfels that but newly came, 
And round the blazing hearth impatient ftood» 
To fate their hunger with rcfreihing food. 
If ftill fay faft, J truft (the virgin cries) 
f Tis not for them the cook his fare fupplies. 505 
Go— bear my meflage-*-! their force defy ; 
The law I know, and with the law comply. 

The guard departing, to the knights convey'd 
The bold defiance of the martial maid, 
That from warm fcelter call'd them forth 10 dare 
Th' inclement chillnefs of no&uwal air ; 51? 

And 
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And now eke clouds a plenteous fhower began : 
Yet each his weapons feiz'd, and man by man 
Went where the virgin flood their force to wait; 
The reft rcmain'd within the cattle gate. 515 

Three knights were thefe, in arms efteem'd fb well, 
That few on earth their valour could excel : 
Thefe were the warriors that the day were feen> 
With that fair envoy from Iftanda's queen, 
To whom they boafted oft with fword or lance $ao 
To bring again the golden fhield from France ; 
Thefe three had far outrode the martial dame, 
And hence before her to the caftle came : 
Few knights there were fo well at tik could run, 
But 'midft thofe few the martial fair was one, * $aj 
Who meant not there unffcelter'd to remain, 
Foodkfs, atone, and wet with drizzling rain. 

Meanwhile from windows, and the turrets height* 
Spectators ftand to view th* approaching fight, 
Seen by the moòn, as through the ihower that 
ftreams 530 

From broken clouds, fee darts her watry beams» 
As fome fond youth, whom beauty fires q» love, 
When at his fair one's porch he waits to prove 
The lorerV dear reward* with rapture hears 
The bolt flow moving in his kwigiBg cars ; $3$ 

So 
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So Bradamant, whofe generous bofom fir'd 
With honour's praife, to noble deeds afpir'd, 
Rejoices vhen Ihe hears the' gates unbar, 
And fees the draw-bridge lower'd, and.deck'd for war 
Beholds' the champions iffue to the plain : $40 

Soon as fhe view'd them near, (he turn'd her rein, 
The length of field to meafure for the courfe, 
Then back at fpced impell'd her foaming horfc. 
That fpear Ihe bore, which trufted to her hand/ < 
Her kinfman gave, which nothingcould withflknd, 
Which each opponent humbled in the dull, 546 
Though Mars himfelf, oppos'd, received the thrufh 
The king of Sweden, who thefirft t&.meet • 
The virgin mov'd, was firft to Iole his feat 5 v ' 
Againft his helm the lance fo ftrongly came, 556 
The lance, that ne'er deceiv'd the guider's aim. 
Next Gothland's monarch ran, who headlong far 
Fell from his fteed, with heels high rais'd in air. , 
In filth and mire the third half ftifled lay; * ' 
Roll'd o'er and o'er amidft the watery way. 555 

Thus with three ftrbkes three knights to earth fhé 

drove, 
With heads caft downward, and with feet above. 
Then to the lodge fhe. went, but ere her right 
Was therfc confirm'd to pafs at eafe the night, 

3 An 
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An oath (be took, whenever call'd, to leave . 560 
The fort, and each new challenger receive. 

Struck with her gallant, deeds, the cattle's. tprd . 
To her fuch welcome $s his walls afford, .. 
"With every honour gave : the noble, dame, N . 
Who with the three from far Perduta came . 565 
To diftant France, receive with courteous air , 
The warrior maid; for courteous was the fair. . . 
Now, each fsluting each, with fmiling look . , 
Th* ajnbafiadrefs arifing gently took • : 
The martial hand of Bradamant, and led 570 

The new-come gueft, where fparkling deepeft^d 
A genial warmth the glowing embers fhed.. 

Now to difarm, the virgin caft afide . 
Her. glittering ihietld, and next her helm unty'-d* 



•1 
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Ver. 573. Now to di[arm> — ] The difcovery of Britomartis, 
in Spenfer, is a clofe copy of Ariofto. 

■ ' • * when as vailed was Her lofty creft, : 
• Her. golde? locks, that were in trammels gay ' 

Upbounden, did themfelves adown difplày, . • - 
And raught unto her heels ; like funny beams, 
" That in^a cloud their light did long time flay* ^ 

Their Vapour vaded fliew their golden gleams, . , t [ 
And through the perfent air Ihoot forth their azure ftream$. , 

' * Book iii. c. ix. ft. 20, 

/ Wh^a 
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When with her helm (he rais'd a cawl of gold $j$ 
Where hid beneath her braided locks were rolTd : 
Her Wavy trefles now, no more confin'd, 
Fell o'er her neck» and hung in curls behind : 
And now to all Aie ftood a dame reveal'd, 
In beauty firft, as in the martial field. 58* 

As when, the fcenc undrawn, with fudden light 
The ftage gay rufhes on the dazzled fight; 
Where many a fumptuous pile and arch is plac'd, 
Wtfh gold, with painting, and with fculpture grae'd : 
Ojr, as the fun is wont from clouds, that/pread 585 
Their envious mift, to lift his radiant head : 
So when herfliining helm the virgin rears, 
Her charms (hine forth, and Paradife appears! 
Full foon the lord of that fair dwelling knew 
In her, who oft before had met his view, 59* 

The noble Bradamant, and graceful paid 
His praife and homage to the glorious maid* 
Plac'd round the blazing hearth, their moments roll 
In fweet difcourfe, the banquet of the foul j 
While for the board the menial train prepare . 595 
Their limbs to ftrengthen with corporeal fare* 
Then of her hoft enquir'd the martial dame 
How firft this cuftom, ww ór ancient, came, 

4 With 
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With ftrangers us'd; by Whom ànd wheffdevis'd j. x 
And in thefe wofds Ire'hoft his tale comprila. 600 

When Pharamotìd the fcèptre fway*3, itisr fon, 
The youthful Clodia tor his tfuptialswòn 
A beauteous dame, in pride of bloomy prime, 
Of manners rare in that uncultur'd time, 
Gentle- beyond Jier fex Ì her dear he lov'd, ' 605 
So dear he fcarcely from her fight remov'd : 
Not lefs from Io went the watchful Twain, . 
Por equal to his love was Clodio's jealous pain. 
Here in this : lone retreat, which to his care . 
His father gave, he kept the treafur'd fair : ; 61a 
He feldom iffu'd hence ; and with him dwell'd. 
Ten knights, who firftfor arms in France excell'd. 
It chane'd, while here he ftay'd, Sir Triflram came 
Before the gate, with him a lovely dame, 
- Wh<* by & giant fierce in fetters bound, . &*$ 

Late from his valorous force deliyeranxre found. 
* * 

Ver. 607, — 'from Io went the watchful Jwai^] Juno having 
found means to get into her power Io, the miftrefc of Jupiter, 
after ihe was turned into a cow by her lover to conceal her from 
his wife, gave her j& charge to Argus, y/hp "had an hundred eyes, 
and watched her day and night* 

Ver. 614. —7- a lovely darne,] Ifotta— The loves of Triftram 
and Ifotta are famous in romance. 

See Note to Bppk iv. ver. 373. 
Vol. IV. I Sir 
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Sir Triftrim hither came, wh*t time the fun, 
Opposed t» SeriUfe's (hom, had ne»rfy run ^ 

His evening frage, and Jicjre befought to reft $ 
(No other {dace t' admit a wandering gueft 690 
For ten lung miles) but doting Clodio» u*'4 
To jealous fears, hi* earneft fuit refus'd $ 
JRriolv'd, whatfc'er his rank, no ftranger there 
Should enter while his walls contained the fair: 
Long urg'd die knight his juft requcft in vain, tf aj 
Not prayer nor reafon eonld admittance gain. 
Since mild entreaty fails (enrag'd he cries) 
Force fhadl compel what thy bafe heart denies. i 
With bold defiance then the gallant knight 
Gdl'd Clodio and his ten to mortal fight, 63* 

And offerti with his pointed fpcar to fliow 
That deeds like this from recreant fpirits flow t 
Sufch terms proposed— ihould he his feat maintain, 
And Clodio with his warriors prefs the plain, 
Himfclf would there (though now refused aguefb) 
A^ide, and from the gates exclpde thè réft. £36 
The fon of Phararnond, impelled by ihajne, . . 

At riflt of life elfayM the lift of fame, 

Where, in the jouft, he loft his lueklefs ftat, 
Where all his ten receiy'4 a liHe defeat 640 

From 



B; XXXII; ORLANDO FURIOSO. 115 

From conquering Triftram, who the portal clos'd,, 
Agaiuft its tnafter, with the ten expose 
To lie unfhelter'd : entering now he view'd 
The beauty that had Clodto's heart fubdu'4 ; 
Whom Nature (what to lumbers ihe deny'd) 64$ 
With every-gift of female grace fupply'4. . ~ 

Her Triftram fair befpoke : meanwhile without 
Her confort rag'd with fear and jealous doubt ; 
Nor ceas'd to urge the knight with humble prayer/- 
Forth from the lodge to fend his wedded fair. 65* 
But Triftram, though he little feem'd to prize 
His lovely captive, though with carelefs eyes 
All charms but his Ifotta's he beheld, 
So well the magic potion had repell'd 
Each other love j yet now with juft return 655 

Refolv'd to wreak difcourteous Clodio's fcorn, 
Reply*d— To knighthood muft I deem it (hame, 
From foekering roof t* expel fo fair a dame. 
If Clodio murmurs thus abroad to lie 
Alone, unpair'd, beneath the open iky $ 66$ 

A dame I have, that like a rofe new-blown 
In. beauty blooms, yet equals not his owns 

Ver. 654. So well the magic potim—] Set Note to Book 

ir* ver. 373. 

I» Her 
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Her will I bid (if fuch his wifh) tò wait 
Without the walls, and foothe his lucklefs fate. 
But juft it fewns the fair of brightéft charms 665 
Should reft with htm who braveft (bines in arms. 

The wretched Clodio, thus compell'd to ftay 
Without his gafe for flow-returning day, 
Lefs felt the chilling damp and freezing air 
Than fad rcfle&iori of his abfent fair t £7© 

Liftening he ftood, while jealous fancy brought 
Full many an image to diftratft his thought, 
Of thofe that now with gentle fleep opprefs'd 
Pafs'd all the quiet night in guiltlefs reft. 

The light was ris'n, when- to his arms again * 675 
Sir Triftram gave the (dame, and cas'd his pain, 
With faith exchang'd upon his knightly word, 
Her, as Ihe was, uninjur'd he reftor^d, 
For though he déem'd his bafé difcoùrteòus ihihd 
PefervM from him the hcavieft fcoyrgé to! find* 680 
Yet this alone his yengeance fljbuld fuffice, . 

fhw all night long beneath unftelwr'd Ikies , .7. 

.,. The 

\ r cr. 682. — . — beneath unjheker'djkiesì Spenfer has aitimi- 
tatiqn of this paflage, on which Mr. Upton obferves thus : . r 

a If the reader takes any pleafure in feeing how one poet 
yftitytes or rivals another, he qiay have an agreeable tafk in 

comparing 
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So fpoke the hoft, and as the tale he ceas'd, 695 
He badt the menial train prepare the feaft; . 
Where in the hall a table fair was plac'd, * 
The fpacious hall with regal fplendor grae'd : 
Hither by torches' light the guefo convey 'd, 
But chief the northern fair and martial maid, 70* 
Gaz'd on the (lately walls, where every part 
With ftory'd forms confefs'd the painter's art* 
In rapt actuation e*ch the figures view-d, 
And while Ihe gas'd forgot the want of food j 
Though cither's ftrength not little claim'd repaft, 705 
With toil and travel fpent, or fpent with faft. 
The fenelhal and cook difpleas'd behold 
The meats neglefted in the vafe* cold, 
Till one at length with better counfel cries ; 
Your hunger fatiate firft, and then your eyes. 710 

Now each was placM in order at* the board 
To tafle the viands, when thexaftle's lord . 
Refle&s that much againft the law he err'd, 
Who thus, at different times arrived, preferr'd 
Two female guefts -, one only mufl: remain* 715 
. And one depart : the foireft might retain 
Her feat fecure ; the vanquilVd maid muft-go i 
. Where chill fains beat, and winds inclement blow. 

* Two 
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Two mamma theft vita other dames that dweli'd 
Beneath hia roof, whofe judgment moftexcdl'd, 710 
He calTd, and hade them with impartial eye* 
Behold the virgins, «id award the pròse* 
With general iuffragc all the prise declare 
To Amon's daughter* who the northern fair 
Had now no Ufa oclipa'd with female charms f%$ 
Than late her knigttfs with manly deeds of arms* 
Then tq the dame, whofe fad prefaging mind 
This lucjilefa chance already had diwn'd, 
The hoft began— Thott nnift not now compWrt 
If, gentle damfel, we our law maintain* 939 

Some other dwelling for thyfelf provide, 
Since 'tis decreed, by prefent judgment tty'd*. 
That yonder virgin** fcatvrea, mica, and grace, 
(All unadoro'd) thy every charm efface. 

As when from humid valca thick vapours ri& 735 
And with a iable cloud objure the tkies, 
Sudden the golden fun, erewhiie io bright 
Is loft in (hade of momentary night : 
So when jthe damfel hears her heavy doom, 
Expeird to drenching rain and dreary gloom, 744 
Hot feafttfes change, no more ihe loots die fame. 
The gap* the lovely, all -ac complied dap*. 

1 4 But 
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But noble Sfadttnant, whofe pitying heart 
Had now-rcfolv-d tò take ^the virgin's part, . 
Thus wifely 4poke— But illl deem'd is try'd 745 
That caufe, where hafty judgàvent ihall decide 
Ere each is héardL— for her- my fvk I move ; 
Howe'er compared' our perfoh's gifts may proves 
Imports not now-— I not* as wotfian came. 
Nor (hall, while here, the rights of woman claim. 75a 
Yet who will dare affirm, while thus array'd, 
Thefe arms conceal a man or blofliing maid ? 
Ne'er let .us utter -what we ne'er can know, 
Aft4 chiefly when it works another's woe. - 
Like me, may numbers length of trefies wear, 755 . 
Nor more /roto this the female fex declare. 
*Tis known to all how here at tilt I ran, 
And if the lodge I won as maid or man : 
Why will you;theJi atfign the woman's name 
To one, whofe deeds the manly fex proclaim ? ySó 
Your law requires that dames-ihould be excelTd 
By fairer dames; tut not by itfkrriors quell'd : - 
Yet grant I: might a woman prove (which I 
Nor wholly grant, nor- wholly ftall deny} : 
What though I equaled not her beauty's bl&órti, 765 
Would you;* fot that^ my. valour!s[ xigKt -réfurpe, ? 
. ;. +. 1 Or 
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Or make me lofc from want of female charms 

What late my virtue gain'd by dint of arms ? 

But fliould the ftri&nefs of your law require 

That one of us muft from the lodge retiifc 77© 

Whofe beauty fails— yet would I here remain 

(Whate'er your fentence) and my place maintain. 

Hence I infer, between yon dame and me, 

That all unequal muft the contcft be : 

With me contending may fhe greatly lofe, 775 

And fhould fhe win, no gain o'er me enfues. 

To both muft juftice weigh, in balance even, 

The lofs or gain, ere fentence can be given. 

Honour and reafon, every gentle fenfe, 

Forbids to drive this lovely virgin hence.. 780 

If any in his ftrength fo far can truft, 

To call the judgment I have pa&'d unjuft, 

Lo ! with this weapon I his force defy, 

And prove, the truth, while he defends the lye. 

Great Anion's daughter by companion fway'd 7I5 
To fee unjuftly a defencelefs maid 
Expeird to where the chilling rain defcends,:- 
And not a roof or cot its fheltcr lends, 
With many a reafon urg'd and gentle word 
Perfuades to generous thoughts the generous .lord : - 
But chief her dauntlefs courage wins the caufe ; 791 
He yields, a/id pleads no more the cattle's laws. 

As 
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As parch'd beneath the fun's meridian ft», 
When the brown turf refrefhing (beams requires* 
If fome fair flower, that hung its languid bfed* 79^ 
fcels on itf ftaik the kindly moifturc fljed, 
Again it fprings, again each- fweet refuraes*; . 
And fpefti again in vernal beauty blooms ! 
So from this bold defence thotnaid derives 
Recovered life, and every charm revives» 809 

JjTow on the favoujy catea that long had fpread 
The board untouched, each gueft inpatient fed, 
No other champion chancing there to light, 
And damp the facial pieafures of the night* 
The feaft each honour'd* fave the martial fair : 805 
In (brrow fix'd, abandoned to defpair> ... 
A thoufand jealous thoughts unjuftiy brood 
In her torn breaft, and pall the tafte of food. 
The banquet o'er, which all. perchance h fcafte 
Had urgM, to give in torn their eyes rcpaft, iia 
fair ftpufamut arofe 4 and neat was fee» 
To rife, the envoy of lilanda's queen* 
The lord a 'figo al gate ; at hi* command* 
A menial ran, and foori^with ready hands . 
Through; die wide hrfl wa& kindled many ^ light ^ 
Th'ciifomgbooktbeit^wllhailxQcite, 816 
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THE ARGUMENT, 

Bradamant hc*rs from her hoft an explanation of the pic- 
tures in Sir Triftram's lodge, reprefenting the future wars of 
France in Italy. The manner in which Bradamant paflès the 
night : next morning {he departs, and unhorfes the three kings 
a fecond time. Defcription of die combat between Rinaldo 
and Gradaflb for Rinaldo's horfe Bayardo. Their combat 
ftrangely broken off. Gradaflb gets pofTe/Eon of Baytfdo, 
and embarks for his own country. The flight of Aftolpho 
♦ through the air, till having travelled over many countries, he 
at laft arrives at the capital of king Senapus, in ^Ethiopia, and 
undertakes to drive the Harpies from his table. 
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TIMAGORAS> Parrhafius, far renown'd j 
With wreaths as fair Apollodorus crown'd ; 
J?rotogenes, Timanthes, ever fam'd ; . ' •* ' 

* Apelks, firft of heavenly artifts nam'd ; 

Zeuxis 

Ver. i. Timagot*S)—ParrbafiuSy—*'] Timagoras was a painter 
of Chalpedòn, and in painting excelled all the artifts of his age, 

• whòin vain endeavoured tp^ontend with him. 

Parrhafins was bom at Ephefps, the (on and difciple of Eve- 
nor, and contemporary with Zeuxis. He fpoke contemptuoufly 
of all others, and ftiled himfelf the prince of painting. 

Ver. a. — —rfpolbdoru*— ] This painter is mentioned by 
Pliny, who relates, that he was die great improper of the art of 
painting, which after him.Zeuxis brought to fuch perfection. 

Ver. 3. ProtogenesyTimantbes—] Protogenes was a nati v» of 
Caunus, 3 city fubjetì tó the RJiodians, and was contemporary 

witii 
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Zeuxis and Polygnotu* ; all the train $ 

That flourilfc'd once, in mcm'ry fliall remain, 
Though Clotho long has mix'd them with the dead, 
Arid time on ever/ work oblivion fpread : 

with Apelles. His famous work was the pifture of Jalefus, 
which faved the city of Rhodes when befieged by Demetrius; 
for not being able to attack it but on that fide where Protogenes 
"worked, he chofc rather to abandon his defign than deftroy fo 
fine a piéhirt. It is (aid that the king fending for him, fffeed 
him u with what afliirance he could work in the fuburbs of a 
city that was befieged ?"— his anfwer was, a That he underftood 
the war he had undertaken was againft die Rhodians, and not 
againft the arts." 

Thnanthcs lived in the reign of Philip of Macedon; the place 
of his birth is not known, but he was one of themoft learned and 
judicious painters of his age. He drew the famous pi&ure of 
the facrifìce of Iphtgenia, where, unable €6 exprefe die fòrròwsof 
r4 father on fuch an occafion, he concealed the face of Agamem- 
non with a veil. 

Ver. 4. Aptlktr-] ApeHes, the firft in feme of all the ancient 
painters* was born in die Mland of Code, in the Archipelago* fie 
was much beloved by Alexander the Gittftt, who employed him 
-to draw the portrait of a favourite miflrtfi, named Campafpc, 
when finding diat the painter was deeply enamoured of her 
beauty, he generality tefignfcd her to him» His moft celebrated 
jtt&ure was a Venus rifing from die waves, on which the fol- 
lowing liites'TOre written by Ovid. 
• SI Vegetati Coos nwujuam pinxhTet Apelles, 
Merfa iub.aequoreis UlaJateret acjuis. 
Apdles' penal heavenly Venus dflew, 
Or ftjll the waves had veiled her charms from view. 

Tct 
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Yet fhall they Uve, ao4 live to future day*, 
While write** tell* and readers learn their praife, 10 

Our age m*y boaft with thefe an equal band 
In painting's fchool to lift die «forming hand. 

Ver. 5. Zeuxls and Pofyjrnotus :— J Zeuxis was a native t£ 
Heraclea in Macedonia, and lived 400 years before the birth of 
Chrift, being contemporary with Timanthes and Parrhafius. He 
painted the famous pi£hire of Helen, for which he is faid to have 
fete&ed the fineft parts from five of the moft beautiful virgins 
fent to him for that purpofe. An incredible ftory is related of his 
death, that having drawn the pi&ure of an old woman with ex* 
quifite humour, he feti into fuch a fit of laughter at the content* 
plation of his own'WOfk, that he expired. 

Polygnotus was a painter of Athens after Zeuris. He was 
the fir ft who revtyed the dignity of painting in Greece, which 
had fallen into difrepute. 

Ver. 13» Leonardo! Gian 9 Bellino — ] Leonardo da Vinci 
was of a noble family in Tufcany, and a man of univerfal know* 
Jedge. He painted at Florence, Rome, and Milan. He drew 
a jM&ure of the laft fupper, but did not finifli the head of Chrift* 
becaufe lie could not rfimd an image anfweraBte to his idea before 
he was obliged to leave Milan. He did the fame by Judas ; tut 
the prior of the convent being impatient to fee the piece finished, 
prefled Him fo earneftly, and probably indecently, that he drew 
the head of the importunate friar upon the fhoulders of Judas. 
He was greatly efteemed by Francis I. and died in the arms of 
jbat monarch, who came to vifit him in his laft ficknefs. 

Giovanni Bellino, laid the foundation of the Venetian fchool 
£y -thpufe of oil: he died in die year 1512, aged ninety years, 

6 : Lo! 
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Lo ! Leonardo ! Gian* Bellino view $ 

Two Doffi, and Mantegna reach'd by few : 

With thefe, an Angel, Michael ftyl'd Divine, i§ 

In whoiri the fculptor and the painter join : 
Baftiano, Titian, Raphael, three that grace 
Cadora, Venice, and Urbino*$ race : 

Each 

. Ver. 14. Two boffi^-] The two Doffi were of Ferrara, and 
were much employed by Alphonfo duke of Ferrar*. The elder 
growing old had a penfion for his fubfiftence, and his younger 
brother, whofe name was Baptifta, furviving him, painted many 
excellent pieces after die death of hi$ brother. 

Mantegna was born in a village near Padua, ftid in his youth 
kept iheep \ but his genius discovering itfelf very early, he was 
put to a painter, who adopted him for his fon. He pointed foj: 
the duke of Mantua, and executed that fine piece of the triumphs 
of Julius Caefar, in nine parts, in the royal palace of Hampton 
Court. He died at Mantua in the year 1517, aged 66. 
, Ver. 15. -ran Angel) Michael-*-] Michael Angelo Buona- 
rotti was born in the year 1474, at Arezzo in Tufcàrty. This 
feems rather a play upon his name of Angelo ( Angel) f fie was 
not only a great painter, but an excellent arcjifteft and ftatuary, 
particularly fhe fetter. He painted his great pi&ure of die laft 
Judgment at the command of Pope Paul III. He was beloved 
by all the fòVereign .princes of his time,' and died at Rome in the 
year 1564, at 90 years old. 

Ver. 17., Bajiianoy Titian^ Raphael—] Baftiano del Piombò 
took his name from an office given him by Pope Clement 
in the lead mines. He was born at Venice, and firft ftudi^i 
undfr Gfan' Bellino, and after Raphael's death became the 

cljieF 
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Each genius that can paft events recai 
In living figures on the ftoried wall : 20 

Biit none have yet appear'd, whofe wondrous art 
Could future deeds by pencill'd forms impart 2 

Yet 

chief painter in Rome, Julio Romano only difputing the- prize 
with him. It is hither fingular that Julio Romano has not a 
place here in Ariofto's lift. Baftiano died in 15471 *&*& 62 
years. 

Titiano Vecelli was born at Cadora, a province in the ftate 
of Venice, in the year 1477. He was òf noble extra&ion, 
being defcended from the ancient family of the Vfecéjli : He 
drew the portrait of the emperor Charles V. three times, and 
that monarch ufed to fay on the occafion, that he had been 
thrice made immortal by the hands of Titian. He was univer- 

fally efteemed, 'full bf ycara, honour©, nné Wealth, and «lied at làft 

bf the plague, aged ninety-nine years. 

Raphael Sanzio, born at Urbino in the year 1483, was one 
of the handfomeft and beft tempered men living. He is ac- 
knowledged to have been the prince of modern painters^ and is 
often ftyled the divine Raphael, for the inimitable graces of his 
pencil. He was beloved in the higheft degree by Pope Julius II. 
and Leo X. ; he was admired and courted by all the princes and 
ftates in Europe, and particularly by our Henry VIII. who 
would have brought him over to England. He lived in the 
greateft fplendor, but his paifion for the fair fex deftroyed him 
in the flower of his age ; for being taken with a burning fever, 
and having concealed from his phyficians the truei caufe of 
his diftemper, he was improperly dealt with, and died in the 
year 1520, on the fame day that he was born, in the thirty- 

Vol. IV. K feventh 
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Yet have we known fome favoured men adorn 

A myftic painting ere the men were born : 

But fuch effect, exceeding human power, ^5 

Is onlywork'd by help of magic lore. 

The hall I late defcrib'd had Merlin wrought 

In one fhort night, by fubtle demons brought 

From Ihades infernal, by his book compell'd, 

His book all potent ! , whether facred held s 30 

feventh year of his age. Cardinal Bembo wrote his epitaph, 
in which are thefe lines, which Mr. Pope has tranflated, and 
with the moft injudicious flattery applied to his friend Sir God- • 
frey Kneller. 

Hie eft ille Raphael, timuit quo fofpite vinci 

Rerum magna- puma», il inclini le mori. 

Living great Nature fear'd he might outvie 

Her works, and dying fears herfelf may die. 

Pope's Epitaph on Sir G. Kneller, 
. Arioftò was himfelf contemporary with all the modern ar- 
tifts here mentioned: he knew Titian well, who drew his 
picture. The author of the Eflày on Pope, in an anecdote taken 
from Richardfon, mentions, that Raphael with great modefty con- 
sulted his friend Ariofto, who was an excellent fcholar, on the 
characters, lives, and countries of the perfons whom he was to 
introduce in the picture of Theology. All that Raphael is ever 
known to have written, is four letters, and a fonnet addrefied to 
Ariofto, Eflày on Pope, vol. ii. p. 462, 

To 
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To black Avernus, or the (hades that hide 
Nurfinia's caves, or drear Cocytus* tide. 

But turn we now to where the noble band 
To view the piétur'd" tales impatient ftand, 
"While torches, rear'd in many a hand, difplay j| 
Their mingled rays and emulate the day. 
Then thus the cattle's lord— The wars that rife 
In yonder forms to* meet your wondering eyes, 
Are yet unfbtight— the fage's two- fold art 
Reveals the painter's and the prophet's part. 40 
There, in Italian plains our troops.are view'd, 
By turns fubduing and by turns fubdu'd* 
Whatever good or evil chance attend 
The powers that France beyond .the Alps fhall fend. 

Ver. 31. — — thejhades that hide 

Nurjtnia's caves^] The poet here alludes to thofe 
fabulous and imaginary caves or grottos faid to be in the moun- 
tains of Norcia, and to have been inhabited "by the Sybils, of 
which many fi&ions are related. Petrarch teUs us, that in 
thefe mountains is an opening that leads to the grotto of the 
Cumaean Sybil, where flie refided with many of her virgins, 
all of whom every Friday aflumed the form of ferpents ; that 
whoever entered the cave {hould not return till a year, a month, 
and a day were expired ; and that if he (hould, through for- 
getfiilnefs, not depart at the end of that time 3 he would remain 
there for ever, 

K a In 
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n this apartment Merlin bids appear, 45 

Before th' events by many a hundred yean 
Difpatch'd from Britain's king the prophet Came 
To Gallia's king, who held his fegal claim 
From Marcomir — then hear with what intent 
This hall he fram'd, and why from Arthur fent. 50 

King Pharamond, who with his numerous hoft 
Has firft from France maintain'd his daring poft 
Befide the Rhine, now meditates to check 
Beneath his yoke Italia's haughty neck : 
Nor arduous feem'd the tafk, when day by day 55 
Beheld the Roman empire's power decay. 
With Britifh Arthur hence he wills to make 
A folemn league the war inJiand to take. 
Arthur, who ne'er without the council fage 
Of prophet Merlin would in arms engage, 60 

(That Merlin, from a demon fprung, whofe view 
Could trace events, and all the future knew) 

Ver. 49. —Marcomir*—'] The name of a king, (aid to have 
reigned in France before Pharamond. 

Ver. 51. — Pharamond—'] Pharamond, king of France, re- 
ported to be thfe firft who eftablifhed the Salic law : he lived 
about the year 418; he has been always held up as a great 
prince, but his hiftory is much involved in fable. 

From 
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From him had learnt, and Pharamond he fhows 

To what he rafhly mull his troops expofe, 

Should he, ill-fated, on thofe lands defcend 65 

"Which Alps, and feas, and Apennines defend. 

Him Merlin tells that fcarce in future days, 

A king that o'er the Franks his fceptre fways, 

But fees in Italy his martial train 

By raging peftilence and famine (lain : 70 

Short is their time to joy, and long to mourn * 

With little gain, with mighty lofs, they turn, 

From fruitful fields, where not a venturous hand 

Shall plant the lily in forbidden land. 

See ! Pharamond on him fo far depend, 7 c 

He feeks on other foes his arms to bend $ 

When Merlin at his will (fo goes the fame) 

Employ'd his fiends this magic hall to frame, 

That every eye might pi&ur'd here behold 

The future adtions of the Franks foretold 1 ^80 

And each defcendant of the nation know 

That while their powers againft a barbarous foe 

With focial aid defeijd th' Italian (late, 

Conqueft and honour (hall their arms await. 

But Ihould they ever feek with hoftile fway 8 $ 

To make fair Italy their yoke obey, 

§uch rafh defign muft feal their certain doom, 

£nd build beyond thofe hills their fatal tomb< 

K 3 So 



134 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXXIII. 

So, fpòke the hoft ; direì&ing as he flood 
Each dame's attention : Sigifbert he fhow'd, 90 
Who tempted by Mauritius' wealthy ftores, 
From Jove's fteep mount his numerous army pours. 
Behold on Sambro and Ticino's plain 
He fpreads his troops, whofe inroad to fuftain 
See Eutar comes, and with refiftlefs force 9 j 

And dreadful (laughter flops their daring courfe. 
See mighty Clovis from the* heights defcend, 
À hundred thoufand on his march attend. 

Ver. 90. —Sigifbert he Jhow%] Mauritius, emperor of 
Conftantinople and fucceflbr to Tiberius, being defirous to drive 
the Lombards out of Italy, incited Sigifbert, with large offers, 
to undertake the expedition. Siglibert, with a vaft army, parted 
the mountains, and entered Cifalpine Gaul ; but Eutar, king bf 
the Lombards, feigning a retreat, attacked him unawares, and 
cut all his army to pieces. Eugenico. 

Ver. 92. Jove's Jleep mount — ] A mountain of the Alps, ons 
of the paflès into Italy. 

Ver. 97. See mighty Govis — ] Clovis V. king of Francf 
marched with a great army into Italy againft the Lombards, 
and thought, by taking advantage of the civil difcords that had 
fprung up amongft them, to obtain an eafy conqueft. Gri- 
maoldo, duke of Bonivento, having few forces to oppofe him, 
. feigned at firft an intention of attacking him, and then, re- 
treating, left his camp full of provifions and wme. The 
Franks entering the camp, the foldiers gave themfelves to 
excefs till they grew intoxicated; and Grimaoldo coming upon 
them in the night, when they were afleep, killed every man, 
Pprcacchj. 

4 See 
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See Bonivento's gallant duke oppofe, 

With ftrength unequal, fuch a hoft of foes. 100 

Behold he feigns a pfcflage free to leave ; 

His well-laid fnares the hoftile train deceive ; 

Who, lur'd by wines of Lopnbardy, remain 

Like infedbs caught, with fear&il havftck flain» 

See Childibert has fent a numerous band 105 

Of Franks and captains to Italia's land ; 

But he^ alike with Clovis, ne'er (hall view 

His arms the power of Lombardy fubdue ; 

Nor fpoils nor palms are his — th' avenging fword 

Of Heaven defcending has his battle gor'd. 1 10 

The dead are heap'd ; his men the climate burns, 

The flux deftroys— -nor one of ten returns. 

Of Pepin now, and now of Charles he fpeaks, 
And fhows where each th' Italian border feeks, 

And 

Ver. 105. See Childibert — ] Childibert, uncle of Clovis, de- 
firous of revenging the death of his nephew, fent three generals, 
with three great armies, into Lombardy, againft Grimaoldo : one 
general dying, his army joined the other two 5 but a dreadful 
diftemper breaking out amongft them, and they being difappoint- 
cd of the fuccours which they expe&ed from the emperor, the 
jpemainder returned home. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 113. Of Pepin nmv y — ] Stephano the Second being 
raifed to the papal chair, Afblpho king of Lombardy difturbed 

K 4 the 
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And where on each a like fuccefs attends, 115 

Since this, nor that, the realm he feeks offends. 
This,, from oppreflion Stephajio reprieves, 
That, Adrian firft and Leo next relieves : * 
Aftólpho one j and one fubdues his heir *, 
And to its r'ghts reftores the Papal Chair. 120 

A youthful Pepin there his legions pours 
That from Fornaci reach to Judah's fhores. 

* Desiderius. 

the tranquillity of the church : the pope, endeavouring vainly to 
conciliate him with gifts, had recourfe to Pepin king of France 
for affiftance, who paffed into Italy, and compelled Alphonfo to 
fue for peace. Pepin having left Italy, Alphonfo recommenced 
hoftilities againft the pope, and was once more compelled by 
Pepin to make peace. To pope Adrian fucceeded Leo III. who 
being ill treated by Pafcal and Campolo, a prieft and officer of 
the church, in the middle of divine fervice, and being threatened 
with imprifonment, fled to Charlemain, who fent him with great 
honours to Rome, and afterwards coming there himfelf, was 
anointed by the pontiffemperor of the Romans, Eugenico. 

Ver. I2i, A youthful Ptpin — ] Pepin, fon of Charles the 
Great, went againft the Venetians, and having taken many 
iflands, he caufed a bridge to be built, that his foldiers, little ufed 
to naval fights, might find lefs rifk. But while the Venetians 
defended themfelves, there arofe fo fierce a ftorm, that the bridge 
was demolifhéd, the foldiers were buried under the ruins, and the 
king was forced to abandon his enterprise. Pqrc^cqhi, 

See, 
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See, near Rialto, ftru&ur'd by his hands, , 
The towering bridge of Malamocoa, ftand$ : 
Here burns the fight, and hence he feems to fly ; 125 
fie leaves his men beneath the waves to die ; 
While broke by tides, and by ftrong winds o'er-p 

thrown, 
The huge pile falls, a mafs of ufelefs ftone. 
Behold Burgundian Lewis vanquifh'd fwear 
No more in Italy the fword to bear ; 130 

Behold him foon his plighted faith forego, 
And once again a captive to the foe. 
Behold where, mole-like, quench'd his vifual ray, 

I JJhii o'er the Alps his mourning friends convey. 

J See Arli's Hugo chace with conquering bands 13$ 

j The Berengarii from Italian lands : 

Thefe 

Ver. 129. Behold Burgundian Lewis — ] Lewis, king of Bur- 
gundia, making an expedition into Italy, was conquered by the 
[ emperor Berengarius I. and made prifoner, but fet at liberty on 

his taking an oath never more to invade Italy. The Burgun- 
dian, afterwards forgetting his oath*, renewed hoftilities, and be- 
ing again taken prifoner by Berengarius II. was, as a punilh- 
ment for his breach of faith, deprived of his fight, and in this 
condition he returned home. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 135. See Ari? 5 Hugo — ] Hugo, count of Arli, called 
- in by the Italians to their afiiftance againft the Berengarii : he 

fucceeded 
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Thefe once or twice he routs ; while thefe the Huns 

By turns affili, by turns Bavaria's fons $ 

Till fore'd by ftronger power he ends the ftrife, 

On terms impos'd, and foon concludes his life ; 140 

Not long his fucceflbr alive remains, 

When Berengarius o'er the kingdom reigns. 

See Italy another Charles invade 

To give the holy paftor needful aid : 

fucceeded greatly at firft, but being afterwards overpowered, 
was conftrained to afk for peace, and retired to Arli, leav- 
ing his fon Lothario behind him, who foon after died. 

Eugenico. 

Ver 143. See Ita$ another Charles invade] Pope Clement 
IV; invited Charles of Anjou, brother of St. Lewis king of 
France, againft Manfred, an enemy to the church, who had 
ufurped the kingdom of Naples and Sicily. Charles arriving, 
overthrew Manfred at Benovento, flew him, and took poflèffion 
of Sicily. Corradino, to whom the kingdom belonged in right 
of fucceffion, brought a force from Germany, engaged Charles, 
but was defeated, made prifoner, and at laft beheaded. Charles 
reigning in Sicily, the Franks began to exercife great tyranny 
over the Sicilians; and, among other enormities, committed 
violence on their wives. Hence a plot was concerted all over 
the ifland, that as foon as the vefper bell rung, the Sicilians 
ready armed fliould fally forth from their houfes, and fall upon 
the Franks : this was put in execution, and eight thoufand 
Franks were flain, to revenge the difhonour offered to the Sici- 
lians in the pcrfons of their wives. Porcacchi. 

Two 
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Two kings by him in two fierce battles flain, 145 
Manfred and Corradino, prefs the plain ! 
But foon his people, fwoln with great fuccefs, 
With wrong on wrong the conquer'd realm opprefs. 
See J through the crowded ftreet while vefpers call 
To Jiallow'd rites, in murder'd heaps they fall ! 150 
The hoft then fhow'd (when many a rolling year 
Should whirl the planets in their changing fphere) 
A Gallic leader from the hill defcend, 
And on Vifconti's earls the combat bend. 
See ! Alexandria by the threaten'd force 155 

Of France begirt with mingled foot and horfe : 
Within the walls the duke has fix'd the guard, 
Without, an ambufh for the foe prepared, 
See by his toils the heedlefs Franks enfnar'd. 
Lo, Armoniaco their lucklefs head* 160 

See, fome to Alexandria captive led, 



} 



Ver, 151.* The hoft tbenjbozv'd—'] The count of Armagnac, 
? Frank, came with twenty thoufand foldiers in aid of the Flo- 
rentines and Bolognefe, againft Galeazzo duke of Milan, who^ 
having left a numerous garrifon in Alexandria, with the reft of 
his forces attacked the enemy, at the lame time that they were 
attacked by thofe from the city, and cut all the Franks to pieces $ 
the cpunt dying foon after prifoner of his wounds^ Porcacchi, 

While 
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While the warm deluge doubling either flood. 
The Po and Tanacro run purple blood. 
One calFd of Marca, then in turn he fhew'd 
Three Anjoinini nam'd — and thus purfu'd. 165 

Behold how oft have thefe with numerous bands 
Difturb'd the Brucian and the Daeian lands j 
The Màrfians vex'd, and Salentinian train : 
Yet vain the force of France, and all as vain 
The Latian fuccours, there to give a place 170 

To one fmall remnant of the Gallic race. 
Oft as the Frank his force for battle fhows, 
Alphonfo and Ferrantes fhall oppoffc, 
And to their native lands expel the foes. 



} 



Ver. 164. One càW d of Marca^—] Joan queen of Naples took 
for her hufband, James count of Marca, who defcended from 
the kings of France, on condition that he fliould be contented 
with the title of prince of Taranto, duke of Calabria, and vicar 
of the kingdom ; and that the adminiftration of public affairs 
(hould remain with her. But he attempting to feize the whole 
government, and calling himfelf king, (he, with the affiftance of 
Francis Sforza, deprived him of all. Ludovico, Rinieri, and 
John of Anjou, afierting their pretenfions to the crown, were 
feverally defeated by Alphonfo and Ferrando : (hefe the poet; 
calk the Anjoinini. Porcacchi. 



See 
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See Charles the Eighth, who from the Alps defcénds, 
While all the flower of France his march attends, 176 
He pàfles Liri ; not a fword he draws, 
Or refts a fpear, yet to his fovereigri laws 
The realm fubmiffive yields, fave where opprefs'd 
Beneath the rock Typhoeus heaves his brèaft. 180 
Here, notunqueftion'd, conquering Charles arrives, 
Againft him Inico del Vafto ftrives, 
In whom the race of Avolo furvives. 

The caftle's lord directing thus the view 
Of Bradamant to forms Which Merlin drew, i&J 
And pointing Ifchia to her fight, he faid t 
Ère more from chief to chief your eyes are led, 

Ver. 175. See Charles the Eighth^] Charles VIII, king of 
France* aiEfted by Ludovico Sforza duke of Milan, a mortal 
enemy to Alphonfo of Arragon king of Naples, c^me with all 
the French nobility, and a vaft army, into Italy. Alphonfo f 
giving way to the better fortune of Charles, left the king- 
dom to his fon Ferrando,, and retired with his treafures to 
Sicily. Ferrando, unable to make head againft the Franks, 
was foon diverted of all his fortreflès and places except -the . 
ifle of Ifchia, gallantly defended by Inico del Vafto. At length 
all the princes of Italy, alarmed at the rapid vi&ories of Charles, . 
entered into a league againft him. The Neapolitans detefting 
the haughty government of the Franks, recalled Ferrando^ 
who, affifted by the Venetians, recovered the kingdom. 

Porcacchi. 

c Hear 
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Hear what to me reveal'd in times of old, 

While yet a child my aged grandfire told, 

Truths which to him his father oft made known, 19a 

Through fons fucceeding fons deliver'd down 

From Merlin's felf, whofe wondrous art difplay'd 

, Yon ftoried deeds in various tints pourtray'd j 

Who when he fhow'd yon caftle on the rock 

To Pharamond, he thus the king befpoke. 195 ' 

€t From him whofe gallant arms yon height defend, 

A chief, his country's glory, fhall defcend : 

Lefs graceful Nereus, lefs in battle nam'd 

'Achilles, lefs for art Ulyffes fam'd -, 

Lefs fwift was Ladas 5 lefs in council fage aoo 

Neftor, who taught fo long a wondering age. 

Nor yet fo merciful or liberal found 

Was ancient Caefar through the earth renown'd. 

The gifts of thefe in nothing can compare 

With him who draws in Ifchia vital air : ' 205 

Ver. 197. J cbiefc his country's glory >—*] Alphonfo del Vafto, 
mentioned Book xv. 

Ver. 198. — — Nereus, — ] A Grecian commander, cele- « 
brated for the beauty of his perfon by Homer. 

Ver. 200. JLadas ; — ] The name of a meflènger of. 

Alexander the Great, remarkable for his fwiftnefs, mentioned 
by Catullus, Martial, and Solinus. 

If 
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If Crete can vaunt (all other ifles above) 
Her foil the birth-place of fupernal Jove $ 
If Thebes may Hercules and Bacchus boafly 
And the twin-offspring glad the Delian coaft, 
Lo ! to this ifle yon marquis* birth is given, 210 
"With every grace endow'd from favouring Heaven : 
This hero will be known (thus Merlin faid, 
His words repeating oft) when mod his aid 
The Roman empire fhall, opprefs'd, demand, 
And challenge freedom from his faviqg hand/' 21$ 
But wherefore fhoyld I now the deeds foretel, 
On which far better here your fight; may dwell ? 

i Thus fpeaks the hoft, and each attention calls 

1 

j Where Charles' high a&ions grace the ftoried walls» 

! See Lewis now (he cries) whofe calmer thought 220 

I Repents that Charles he to Italia brought; 

I He brought him there to gall a rival foe, 

j But not to work his total overthrow. 

Behold him now a league with Venice make. 

Againft the king, and now prepare to take 22$ 

The monarch captive, who with dauntlefs mind 

Impels his fpear, and 'fcapes the fate defign'd. 

I Far other chance his haplefs powers fuftain, 

| That to defend the eonquer'd realm remain. 

Ferrante! 



> 
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Ferrantcs now returns with mighty aids 330» 

From Mantua's lord, and there the foe invades ; 

But, lo ! by fraud one haplefs leader loft, 

With deep fegret the vigor's joy has croft. 

So fpoke the hoft $ and fpeaking thus, where ftood 

Alf>hOnfo, marquis of Pefcara, fhow'd : 235 

This chief, whofe afts in many a dreadful fight 

'X^ Shall fhinc refplendent as Pyropus' lights 

Behold o'ertaken in the double fnares 

The treacherous Ethiopian's guile prepares 5 

Behold where fudden flain on earth he lies, 240 

In whom the age's greateft champion dies. 

See ! the twelfth Lewis from the hills defcend, 

Alld tfith Italian fcouts his army bend 

T' uproot 

Ver. 235. jflphonfoi marquis of Pefcara^—'] After the depart- 
ure of Charles VIII. king Ferrando was received into Naples, 
and- only one caftle held out for the Franks; when a MoorifH 
flave devifed a fcheme to introduce the Arragonefe into the 
church of St. Cruz. The treacherous Moor calling the mar- 
quis one night to a parley on the walls, fliot him with an arrow 
ixi the throat. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 242. See! the twelfth Lewis^—] Lewis the XJMi 
king of France, fucceflbr to Charles VIII. and a conftant 
enemy to Ludovico Sforza, had refolved to take from him the 
government, for which intent he made a league with pope 
Alexander VI. with the Venetians, and with Ferrando king 
of Spain. He drove Ludovico from his government, who 

fled 
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T' uproot the mujbetty, and the tfly pUcc 
In. fruitful fields jgip re rul'd VifatMtfi's race. 245 
Thence o'er Garagliano's ftreanv intent 
To frame, a pafiage> he his people fent, 
(As Charles had done) — them foon the foe annoys, 
The flood o'erwhelms them, and the fword deftroys : 
Not lefs of flaughter Puglia's battle ftains, a$a 

When Gallia's troops forfake the dreadful plains. 
Ferrantes there, tfee chief of Spanifli blood 
(Confalvo nam'd) has twice their force fubdu'd ; 
While Fortune Lewis here with frowns purfues, 
In that rich country him with fmiles flie views, 255 
Where fair between the Alps and Apennines, 
To Adriatic feas the Po declines. 

Thus he ; then points a traitor forth, who fold 
The cattle given him by 'his lord tò hold: . , 

The fraudful Swifs he fhows, who prifoner makes 
The man that him for his defender takes. 261 

Thefe 
fled to the emperor In Gernhany, Jiaving left the defence of 
hi* caiHeof Milan to Bernardin di Cotte, who betrayed it intb. 
die hands of the Turks.' Porcacchi. - ?. . * 

Ver. 244. 7* uproot the muti>erry>—] Under the fymbol of a 
mulberry-tree, the ppetjiigures Ludovico Sforza, who wa^ paU- 
ecl if%>ro (a inulberry-tfeej from die darlqjejs of his .com- 
plexjon.. Zatta. , , 

Ver. 260. WefrdkàfÙSwìfs^ The Switee^s, being cor- 
Vol, IV. L rupted 
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Thefc deeds> without a finglc fword or ianc^> . 
Have giv'n the conqueft to the powers of FVance, 
In Italy he Oefef Borgia fliows, 
Who greater, by his monarch's faroirr, grows ; 265 
Each lord of Home, each baton of renown, 
Rais'd by his fmtle, or exiPd by his frown. 
He tells the king, who from Bologna fair 
Removes the faw, and plants the acorns there j 
Who next the rebel Genoefe purfuefc, 270 

And their ftrong tity to his rule fubdues/ 

: : ' -Behold 



rupted by the bribes of the Franks, betrayed him to them : Lu^ 
dovico was carried into France, where he remained five years in 
prifon, and then died. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 264. In Italy he Cafar Borgia flows,] Caefar Borgia, 
fon of Pope Alexander VI. by the favour t>f Lewis XII. king of 
France, took to wife Charlotte d'Ambrette of the blood rtyai, he 

having renounced the cardinal's hate Porcacchj. 

» - -• 

. V*T. 269. Removes the faw and plants the acorns there :] By the 
law, he means the Bentivogli, their , arms beisg. a law,) and 
by the acorns, Pope Julius II.; for the pope, by the aid of the 
Franks, drove the Bentivogli froa* Bologna. 

. -» , _ Porcacchi. 

Vef. 27b. -*- the rehel'Gehoefe—] ihè l Genpefe baVing, |n 
opposition to die nobles, created Paulo de Nove 'cloge, "a 
sum taken from the dregs cf the gepple, and afferted at the , 
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Bchoid (he sroes) what ghaftly piles of flain 

Are tfrctebPd on Gduxadada's fatal plain ! 

Each city, to the' king her gate tanfold*, • 

•And Vemee fcarce againft his jprowcfc holds. 27$. 

111 brooks the pontiff his increafing power : ^ 

For pifling now Romania's confines &'#£, 

Modena from Ferrame duke ht takes* . 

Aod every. aid poffefikxi* doubtful makes* 

Behold ttoearaiy of the Franks have ^Oa a&p 

And given to fack and pillage Brefcia's towo : 

5L0 ! where, ithéìr aid they to Felfma fitid, 

And rout th? Church's forces in the field. 

Here France aod Spain oppos'd, at woe mitti ;... fc 

Their riofing ranks aitaà dreadful ^owjs the fight 5 fc#f 

fame rime that Genoa was not fubje£t to any printe, thereby 
openly iedarihg ihemfetott rebels to the king tf France, Lewis 
marched, agaigft them with a powerful army, and theoity 6*&- 
rendered to him at difcretion. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 273. — GhiradaaWs fatal plain!] The Venetians fent a 
jftwprous army under the Count di Pigliamo and > Bartolomeo 
Al viano; tfaey engaged the army of the French at Ghiradada, 
though contrary to the opinion of Pigliano the Venetian general. 
After an obftinate battle the Venetians were defeated with gr-eàt 
lofs; the gates of Bergamo, Brefcia, and Cremona, were thrown 
open to Lewis ; many other places furrendered to him^ and he 
prepared to attedc Venice itfelf. Porcacchi. 

L 2 J ' 'The 
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The crimfon dykes with human blood o'erflow, 
Mars doubtful Hands where conqucft tó beftow. 
At length Alphonfo's virtue wins the day, 
France keeps the field, and conquer'd Spain gives 

way : 
Ravenna's fack fucceeds ; the pope with grief 290 
Such ruin views, and to the land's relief 
He bids the Belgians from the neighbouring fteep 
Againft the Franks like driving tempefts fweep ; 
Till each, before the furious bnfet fled, 
Behind the Alps conceals his fhameful head ; 29$ 
.While once again Italian ftandards rife, 
And once again the golden lily flies. 
Behold the Franks return — behold onqe more 
Faithlefs Helvetius, breaks their fcatter'd power : 
With him (unlook'd for aid) yoh youth behold, 300 
Whofe fire he captive made, whòfe fire he fold. 

Behold 

v • _ 

• Ver: 288. — - Alphonfo's virtue—'] Alphonfd cfake of Ferrara. 

Ver, 298. Behold the Franks return — ] King Lewis, exaf- 
perated at being driven out of Italy, made a peace and league 
with the Venetians, and fent a frefh army againft Maxi- 
milian Sforza. Maximilian, affifted with the pope's money, 
called in the Switzers to his fide, not without rift: (as the 
poet obferves) considering the fate of his father ; * however, 
joined with thefe, he attacked and entirely defeated the French 

armyj 



X 



V 



*B. XXXIII. ORLANDO FUR I OS a 149 



k 



IF5 



J Behold yon army (lately doom'd to feel 
The fad reverfe of fickle Fortune's wheel) 
Another king fucceeding, bend their care 
T* avenge the fhame infli&ed by Navarre : 305 
With better omens to the fight they turn : 
King Francis fee with generous «rdor burn ; 
He breaks the Switzers pride, whofe barbarous hoft 
Had fwelFd their titles with prefuming bòaft ; 
And ftird themfelves by Heaven's high will prepar'd 
The fcourge of princes and the church's guard. 311 
Spite of the league, he makes proud Milan bend, 
And there in young Sforzefco finds a friend. 
See ! "Bourbon, when the Belgian troops advance, 
Defends the city for the king of France. 315 

Behold where now, on other thoughts intent, 
King Francis ponders many a great event, 
His people's cruelty and pride unknown, 
That loft him foon fair Milan's conquer'd town. 

army ; for which vi&ory the pope beftowed on the 6 withers, die 
tide of Defenders of the Holy Church, Porc acchi. 

Ver. 314. See! Bourbon^ — ] Ferrando, king of Spain, be- 
ing dead, the emperor Maximilian Invaded Lombardy with four- 
teen thoufand Switzers and feven thoufend Belgians, with an in- 
tention of laying fiege to Milan, defended by Trivukio and 
Charles of Bourbon. Eugenico. 

L 3 Another 
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Another Francis fee, alike in aaroc 3 %o 

And virtue to his great forefather's fame. 

The Franks expell'd, he wins his native foil, 

And holy church rewards his pious toil* 

France turns, again, but on Ticino'* (bores - 

Brave Mantua's duke repels th* advancing powers 1 

And Frederic, ere his cheek uuflcdg'd cUfptey* 3^6 

The bloom of manhood, merits laftiog pradfe ; 

He with his fword and lance,. with every art 

Of war, that makes the foldier's noWeft part, 

Can Pavia's walls defend from Gallic rage, 330 

And Leo's fury on the feas engage. 

Then two, that bear the rank qf marquis, ftand, 

Our dread, and glory of th' Italian land. 

Both from one blood, both own one natal earth : 

The firft from that Alphonfo drew his birth ; 335 

The marquis taken in the negro's toil, 

Whofe blood thou fee'ft diftain the mourning foil. 

.Ver. 320. Another Francis fee^^] The. emperor Charles V. 
made a league with pope Leo, In order to drive the French out 
of Milan,- and rettore Francifco Sforza, nephew of the firft Fran- 
cis, and fon of Ludovico il Moro. The French were become 
odious to the Milanefe, from the pride of Lautrèc and his 
brother. Sforza at length engaging Lautrèc, put him to 
flight, and entering the city by night, was mads duke. , 

Eugenico. 

Behold 
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Behold how by his prudent counfels given* 

From Italy th' invading Franks arc driven. 

The ftcond chief, whofe noble mien declares 340 

His noble (ova, the rule o'er Vafto bears, 

Alphonfo nam'd— 4o ! this the gallant knight, 

Whofe form fo late I pointed to your fight 

In Ifchia's ifle, of whom the fage of old 

To royal Phatamond fo much foretold ; 34$- 

Whofe birth high Heaven to diftant time delay'd, 

When harrafs'd Italy requires his aid j 

What time the holy church and empire moft 

Such valour claim againft a barbarous hoft* 

Ue with his kinfman of Pefcara ftands i 35a 

And Profpero Colonna near commands. 

Through him th' Helvetian makes his fwift return, 

Through him the Franks their former triumphs 

mourn. 
Behold again her armies France addrefs 
With better hope to heal her ill fuccefs. 355 

Ver. 354. Behold again her armies — ] King Francis refold 
ing to recover the Duchy of Milan, paffed into Lombardy with a' 
great army, when all fiibmitted to htm except Padua \ but be- 
ing attacked in the night by the Marquiffes of Pefcara and 
Vafto, he was vanquifibed and made prifbner, though a&er- 
wards fet at liberty upon giving up his fons for hoftages. 

Eugenico. 

L 4 , ' One 
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One camp the king in Lombdrdy extends ; 
And one, prepar'd for Naples' fiege, he fends : 
But Aie * (by whom the hopes of human kind 
Are toft like chaff, that flits before the wind ; 
Like grains of fand, that whirling round and round, 
The tempeft lifts, or fcatters o'er the ground) 361 
His every purpofe foils — while at his call 
He deems that thoufands wait near Pavia's wall, 
The monarch little heeds the war's array, 
Nor marks how ranks increafe, or ranks decay ; 365 
By felfifti counfellors himfelf decciv'd 
The fimple dilates of his heart believ'd : 
Hence, when at night the camp was rous'd to arms, 
The bands but thinly anfwer'd to th* alarms ; 
The wary Spaniards in their works they view, 37Q 
In dread aflault, who bring the generous two 
Of Avolo's high blood, with them to dare 
The fierceft terrors of invafive war. 
Behold the nobleft of the race of France 
Stretched on the plain— behold how many a lance, 
How many a fword, the dauntlefs king defies j 376 
Behold beneath him flain his courfer lies ! 
On foot he combats, bath'd in hoftile blood ; 
Put virtue, that fuperior force has ftood, 

* Fortune, 

At 
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At length to numbers yields — behold him made 380 

A prifoner now, and note to Spain con vey'd 

Pefcara thus dishonours fliall divide 

With him that ever battles at his fide j - !.. 

With Vafto's lord fuch wreaths Pefcara gains, '■'- 

A hoft defeated and a king in chains. 385 

One camp at Pavia broken 5 one whofe courfe 

Is bent for Pavia; dwindles in its force 5 

Gut from fiippliesy it halts in middle way, 

Like dying flames when oil and wax decay. 

Lo ! where the king in Spanifh prifon leaves 390 

His fons, while him once more his land receives ; 

And while in Italy the war he bears, 

On his own realm another war prepares. 

What devaftation and what (laughter, fpread 

On every fide, have Rome's diftra&ion bred ! 395 

AH laws are trampled, human and divine, 

Virgins ar? fore'd, and burnt the facred fhrine ! 

The camp beholds the league in ruin fall, 

Each tumult hears, yet, deaf to honour's call, 

Shrinks from the field, and leaves to hoftile hands 

Great Peter's fuccefibr in fhameful bands. 401 

V$r. 394. What devaftation — ] In tliis paflkge the poet de- 
fcribes die miferable fade of Rome, and the taking of the chief 
pontiff Clement VII. by the Belgian foldiers under the command 
©f Bourbon. Porcacchi. 

Th« 
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The kiog has, by Lotrecco led, combined 
His force, no.nioccicmljonabardjrdcégn'd^ 
But from profase and impious yywet to free 
The head and members of the holy fw. 405 

He finds the pontiff feted, befteg'd the town . / . 
Where lies the Syroft, and the rb^srto'crthrown» . 
Behold th' imjpeml flbips the harbour leave, 
Their fuccoxjr for .the ttiwa hefieg'd to give : — 1 \. . 
Behold wfyere DOfrea foils their fojee to rrteet, 410 
Who finks and burns and break» their fcatter'd fleet; 
Sea Fortune fhifts an kngth h*r changeful face, 
Till now fo friendly to the .Gallic Mc*i 
For flain by fevers not by fwottj or lince, 
Of thoufands fcarce a man revifit£ .France. 4*$ 

Such were the ftoried deeds that. brightly glew/d 
In magic tints by Merlin's art bdfow'd : 
Here long to tell-*-each gueft with new dejigjit 
Return'd to gaare, unfated with the fight, 

Ver. 407. Where Uts the Syren, — J By this city he means 
Naples, anciently called Parthenope, from a name of one of the 
Syrens, faid to have been buried there. Porcacchi. 

Ver. 410. BehoU where Dorea—] He alludes here to the 
great naval engagement at Cape d'Orio between the Imperialifts 
and the French while Naples was befieged, when the French 
fleet was commanded by Count Philip Dorea, who held the 
place of Andrew Dorea, of whom fo much is faid in the xvth 
Book, Porcacchi. 

And 
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And aft beneath they read each fubjefifc, ijqW : ; 420 
la charafti^offair-i'eccffdmg^pld. ; 
The beau*e$w darner and all the facial crew 
Beguil'd y$h talk the hpw* that fwiftsr flew : 
At length the caftte*s lord, to yeicome s rqfk p ». 
With bememr due,* condwdfced every gueft. *• ^aj 

Now, all the howfe to balmy fleep refign'd, 
On herfaft ccwch the Utoartial fair reeling - ^ 
Oft chaflag ? d from righe %o kft her weary Tide, ; . 
But ftill In vaia to foothe her cares fee try*d : 
Till near the dawn fee clOfr'd awhile her eyes^. 430 
When to: her fight Rogero feem'd to rife* ; - 
And thus to fpeab-*Ah 1 wherefore now complain 
Of lying tales, and wafte tfcy youth in vain ? 
Firft fha& tteu fee the rivers backward (tow, 
Ere for another I thy love forego. 435 

When thee I feorn— nò longer I delight 
In vital air, or cheering rays of fight! 
Then thus he feem'd to fay*~Behold me hcrte 
T* embrace that faith which Chriftian knights revere^ 
My promife kept— chide not my long delay -, 440 
Far other wounds than love have caus'd my ftay* 

At this her flumber fled, and with it flew 
Her dear Rogero from her longing view ; , 
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The damfel then her heavy : grief renew'd, 

And thus in fecret her complaint purfu'd: • 445 

What gives me joy, to lykig dreamt I owe ; 
What gives me pain, from waking truths I know. 
As (hadows vain my fleeting blifs removes; 
But, ah ! my conftant woe no fhadow proves. 
Why flies, alas ! from waking eye or ear, 450 

What late I feem'd to fee, what late to hear ? 
What are ye, wretched eyes ! that clos'd can fhow 
Each wifli'd-for joy, and open but to woe ? 
Sleep foothes with hope of peace my future life, 
But when Ì wake, I wake to pain and ftrife. 455 
» Sweet deep, alas ! fuch fancied peace can make, 
But foon to truth and wretchednefs I wake. 
If forrow fprings from truth, from falfehood joy, 
O ne'er may truth thefe eyes, thefe ears employ ! 
To pleafure lince I fleep, and wake to pain, 460 
O ! let me fleep, and never wake again. 
Thrice happy you, among the beftial kind, 
For fix long months to quiet reft confign'd : 

Ver. 452. What are ye y wretched eyes ! — •] This fpeech of 
Bradamant abounds with thofe puerile conceits, in which the 
writers of that age, and particularly the Italians, fo much delight* 
ed. In this reJpe& even Taffo, in other parts fo truly claffical, 
is equally faulty with Ariofto : we fee nothing of this kind in 
Homer or Virgil. 

Does 
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Docs fuch a, ftate as mitie death ? s image give ? 
I wake,' àlas ! to die, but fleep to live. 465 

If death indeed rèfembles ftichrepofe, . : 

Come, welcome Death, thefe eyes for ever clofe! : 

Now ih the caft the fun. his beams, had fhed, 
And ting'd the vapoury clouds with bliiflung red,' 
Bright and more bright effus'd the golden ray, 470 
And gave the promife of a fairer day $ 
When, ftarting from her fliort and troubled reft, 
Soon Bradamant her limbs in armour drefs'dj 
And grateful thanks return'd the courteous lord 
For every, honour at his bed and board. 475 

Already now th- *mbM&dr$fs (he fpund, 
Who wHhjh?Lfqwi^s.and dames attending round/ 
Had left the lodge, andiflu'd at the gate, 
Where ftood the three her coming thenqe to wait, 
Where till the moro their irkfome hour* they pafs'd, 
Their loofe teeth chattering to the chilly blaft* 481 
Drench'd in the rain, and every need deay'd, 
No food to knight, nor fobd to fteed fupply'd, , y 
Battering the flimy foil-^but o'er the reft >: 
This dire refle&ion pain'd each wretched hreaft, 485 
That (he the witnefs of their lucklcfs chance.. 
Would bear the fttal tidings back from prance i . 

And 
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And to their queen aderii the ftory «eU, ' 

How, the firft fpear tftey met a* tilt, they fell. 

They now refolv'd ijo die or heal their flteone, 490 

That & Uiaaia (fuch the virgin'* name 

Till bow umold) might banifti from her thought 

What ill dk6t their lioe <5*feat had wrought, 

; : WJieii «Suing from tfce caflie they defciry'd 

Brave Amon's daughter, each again defy d 495 

The generous piarne, noi* daatt'd a m*Sd 00 find 

Where ^every aft proc&irftfd <a manly kind. 

Of ftay ia&pattent, »r àetóm^t rtfttó'd 

X. accept their jouft, but *vfcry- art they *iVd , 

To fire her ardor, till the «HMtM fair $&& 

No toftgir could unblam'd tìiè «ourfe 1 forbear . 

Her fpearJfoe levels,- -with three ftrokes (he fends 

The three to earth ; md tfciis the cònteft ends, 

Komore Ihetur-n^d, but eager to puifue ' 

Her pwpos'd journey, v#ni!h*d from their view, 505 

The haplefe three twho éaffie fo far to gain - > 
The golden fhield, rofe flbwly From tht plain, - — *. 
While loft in : filarne, and fpecchlefs with furprife, 
3Éach from Ulania turnM 4 his downùaft e^es; 
How oft With her, as from Iflàrfda r s coàft *' 510 

They voyaged, each had made his haughty boaft, 
•■ •"*- That 
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That not a knight *>r. Paladin fhould ftand 

The leaft of tkeffe in battle hand to hand. 

Aoid »o*t the wgto, farther to deprefe 

Their courage, fcaÉted by their ill fuccefs, 515 

And queacft their pr ide, declar'd that not the forced 

Of knight or Paladin had won 'the couffe 1 

But that a female arm (in light renown'd) 

Had hurl'd ^ach' mighty champion tò the ground: - - 

What think ye, fince a virgin could ftrffice - jsè- 

T- bnhorfe three knights like you (Ulania .cries) : 

Muft great Orlando- or Rinaldo prove, 

So juftly held all martial names above ? ■ • * 

Did one of thefe poffefs the golden ftiidd, 

Say, would ye better then maintain the field, 5*$ 

Than with a woman herc~butwell I guefs • ■ "• 

That each wift now th* ungrateful truth eonfeft. - 

llhen ceafe — nor further fcek t' effay your might, --- 

Fw\hei who rafhly dares through France invite 

A-feeond proo£> may rulh on greater harms • 53a 

To blot with new difgrace his boafted arms : 

Unlefs perchance he blèft that fate may eaM, 

Which gives him by fuch valorous hands to fall. 

When thus Uiania flkwrtt a woman'* power - ' 
Had ftain'd their glory, never ftain'd before ; 535 : 
2 "" When 
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When many a fquirc, and many a damfcl near, 
Confirm'd a truth- each warrior bluflb'd to hear * 
Such Ihame, fuch anguifh, every knight imprefs'd. 
As urg'd at firft againft its mailer's bread 
To turn the fteel— and now with frantic hafte 540 
Each from his limbs the plate and mail unbrae'dj ( 
Each from his fide ungirt thp fajchion drew, 
And in, the cattle's moat the weapon threw ; 
An<J vow'd one year,, defpoil'd of arms, to lead 
A life of penance for the fhameful deed * 545 

From place to place forlorn on foot to ftray 
Through rocky paths, rough hills, or thorny way ; 
Nor when the year fhould run its. circling race, 
To mount the courfer, or the cuirafs lace, 
Unlefs his valour firft fhould win by force 550 

The fhining armour and the warrior-horfe. 
And hence on foot at fair.Ulania's fide T 

They wait, to punHh their o'erweeniiig pride : > 
The reft in meet array and glittering fplendor ride. J 
Now Bradamant to Paris urg'd hex; way, . .555 
And reach'd a caftle at declining day, 



Ver. 554. —r- r and .gHtttring Jpfatdor rid?.] . Ulania appears 
again, Book xxxvii. ver. 185. and tbefe three kings are men- 
tioned in the fame book. 

Where 
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Where firft the news fhe heard that Africa banjìs 
Were quell'd by Charles^and her brave brother's harnfc. 
Here treatment fair lhe met at bed and board* 
But this to her can little eafe afford; 560 

.Loft is her appetite for, food, and reft* 
And gentle peace is banifti'd from her breaft* 

Yet let the riot fo far her tale pUrfiie 
As not again thofe noble knights * to view. 
Who each* by <iompa<ft meetings faft befide 56$ 
AJondy.fotirit his beaft fecurely ty'd. 
Their battle* which the mufe prepares tó tell. 
Was not in wealth or empire to excel, 
l8ut to decide who viftor from the plain . ' 
Should Durindana and Bayardo gain. . 570 

Without a trumpet's breath to give the fign, 
Or herald's voice to bid the charripidns join $ 
Without a mailer to direót, or raife 
Ineither's breaft the thifft of noble praife* 
At once, as by accord, their fwords they drew, 57 $ 
And each on each with generous ardor flew- 

*■ Rinaldo and Gradasso. 

Ver. 563. let let me notfofar~*~] He returns to. Bradamant, 
Book xxxv. ver. 231. 

Ver. 564. thofe noble knights — J The laft we heard Of 

thefe two knights was in Book xxxi. the end. 

.Vol. IV. M Now 
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Nòw fwift, now heavy fell the fòuadiftè btotfs, 
#tep and rttftte Attp thè ktitdlihg combat gldl*. 
No fwords like theft could through th* *t>Md be 

found» 
So fram'd at all àfitys with ttthptir found, $Sfc 

But mtetihg thus, had fhiver*d te they efcrfd t 
While thefe, fo tempfcr'd! edge » edge oppos'd* 
A thoufand time* in horrid ctafti could meet* 
And ftill With bfrde unhurt each ftroke repeat» 
Now here, now there, hi* fteps Rinaldo ply'd» 585 
And every art of long experience tfy *d 
To fhun the blows, as Durindana fell> 
Whofe all-deftroyiftg edge he knew fo well : 
Or where they rcach'd, they rcach'd wi'tfi fempty 

found, 
Where fierce the ftroke, but feeble was the toouhd» 
With greater (kill the gallant Chriftian foe ^91 

Has ftunn*d the Pagan's arm with many a bldw > 
Now at his flank, now where the cuirafs en4s 
And helmet joins, the whirling fword he lends ; 
But finds the plates and battling mail unbroke, 595 
With adamantine proof l-efift each ftroke 
His weapon aim'd ; for more than mortal charms 
Secured the Pagan knight's impaffive arms. 

Thup 
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. ,£hy$ long, with lik$-/ucce6, op either fide 
^Thefe eager knights the doubtful combat ,ply'd ; 600 
Har.fwqrv'd % fingle look, while each, intent, 
His eye upon bis rival's features bent : 
When, I9I a different conftift chane'd, that tunf'd 
^JThc rage of ftrife which either bofom burn'd : 
Rouz'd at a dreadful noife, each turns his eyes, 605 
And fore befct the fteed Bayardo 'fpies. , . 

They fee Bayardo with a morifter join'd 
In dangpróus fight ; he feem'd of FeatherM kind, 
A bird of wondrous flze and dreadful firength, 
And full three yards his bill's enormous length : 6 id 
His other parts the form ohfeene difplay'd 
Of lonely bats that haunt the gloomy fhade. 
His plumes were.inky black, of vaft extent; 
His hooky claws on fjpoil and ravine bent. 
His eyes were fire, and cruel was his loot;, 61$ 

And like two fails his ample wings h? fhook. 
Ne'er have I fqen, nor heard in time? of old 
Of fuch a bird, fave this by Turpin told » 

Ver. 616. Uh two foils— »] Thus Spenfer, fpsakingof 

a dragon's wings, lays : 

His flaggy wings when forth he did ctiiplay, 
Were Eke two Ms — • **• 

JaiHy Quibj^ tyua*i. e. w. fi io, 

M a And 
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And hence I deem fome fiend might cheat the 

fight, " . ;, ; 

Some lying demon drawn from deepeft night 620 
By Malagigi's art, to ftay the fight.' 
So deem'd Rinaldo, and with anger mov'd, ' 
When next they met, his kinfman he feprov'dj 
But Malagigi, who the charge deny'd, 
The deed, imputed to himfelf, to hide> """ ' 62c 
Swore by that light from which the morning drew 
Her beams, that hence nor blame nor guilt he knew. 
Yet whether bird 'or demon—fróm the fkies 
The monfter falls, and on Bayardo flies 
With fharpen'd claws, but fdon with fierce difdain 
The fiery courfer fnaps the brittle rein :' 63 ì 

He fnorts, he foams/ he plies his fpurning héels \ ' * 
Again in air the feather'd monfter wheels, 
Retiring fwift ; again th* àfiault renews 
With pungent nails, and circling round purfues 63c 
The generous Heed, who worfteci in' the fight, 
Forfakes th' unequal fray 'and fpeeds his flight : 
Syrift to the neighbouring wood Bayardo flew, 
Where thickeft trees with tangling branches grew/ 
While with quick fighf impelling from above, 640 
The winged monfter good Bayardo drove 
* * ' •> - * From 
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From fhacle to flbade, till now a gloomy cave - 
To the tir'flfteed a welcome ihelter.gayje^j. , : 
The track, here loft, and baffled of his aim, -, . * 
^*hc peft afcends/to feek a different g*me. ... 64$ 

Whe%king;Gradaffoand.Rlnaldo viewed 
Bay ardoU4o% no. morp their, hands purfu'd 
A fruitlefs ftrife ; but cither knight agreed 
With feparate courfe to feek tk' affrighted fteed j 
When he, whom Fortune favour'd firft, (hould bring 
The beaft recovered to the cryftal fpring 5 ^5 1 

And there,- in fingle trial man to man, 
Conclude the combat they fo, late began. 

The fountain left, the knights prepar'd to trace 
Bayardo's flight, but foon his rapid pace 655 

Had left each knight behind in hopelefs chace. 
As near Gradaffo's fide Alfana ftood, 
Her feat he gain'd, and fpurring through the wood, 
Soon left the Paladin with doubt opprcft,. 
The chance revolving jri his. careful breaft* 660 
Bayardo's track full foon Rinaldo loft, 
Bayardo, that in devious windings croft . 
The thorny maze, and fought the thickeft Jhade, 
And hollow rocks, and through deep torrents made 
His furious yray, from that dire ftend to. fly, 66 f 
Whofe griping talons urg'd him from th$ Iky. 

M 3 Now 
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Now here, now there, Rinaldi rov'd in rain, ^ 
Till to the fountain'* fidè~he turri'd agaih ; ' 

There paus'd «while in hope (as each agreed) 
Va fee Gradaflb thither bring the fteed : * &j$ 
But when Hlf hope was vanifh'd from hi* thought, 
Alone, on foot, the Chriftian camp he fought 
Penfive and /ad — But turn we now tQ tell 
What better chance the rival knight ,befel 4 
Whom fortune led with favou^d courfe lb near, (J7J 
èafardo's neighing reach'd his joyful ear, 
Till in a cavern deep immers'd from light* 
He found him trembling, fearful of the light: 
He dufft not iffde forth, but there remain'd 
"till him the Pagan's eager hand detain'd ; 680 

Who while he knew his promife given, to lead 
The courfer back, yet little feems to heed 
His plighted faith; but to himfelf he cries, 
Who covets ftrife, with ftrife may win the prize : 
Why lhould I rifk the chance of arms to gain 6%c 
What fortune bids me now in peace retain ? 
From furtheft eaft I came with great defign 
•To make this generous fteed Bayardo mine ; 
And much he errs who thinks I fliall forego 
What chance vouchfafes fo aptly to fceftow : gp 
9 If 
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If t**x Rifttldd weuliàia fteed regain, 

As I to France, 1ft htm with equal pai» 

To India bend his ceurfe ; the toil no more 

For him to trawHe Smcu» o'sr* 

Than twite for me W treat m Galtfa'p £wre. tfgj 

He faid j *n4 fpwking, by the mfab w>y 
To Arli haften'd, wh?re his vsfifeU lay ; 
The» iwift tmba&'d, and with him thw« convey^ 
The far-fan^4 fte?d wd d$*t!vbsftQwing bl«4« *, 
JBut ceafe wq h«w^mf Q$W time flwU tell 70© 
What fortune ft ffee P&gw prjn« befel | 
We bid RwaWe now apd Fraflce fgrcweL 

Aftolpho's voyage let us next purfue, 

Whofe fteed with rapid eagle-pioions flew. 

When now the knight had Gallia's land furvey'd 705 

Twixt fea and fea, from where far winding ftray'd 

The filver Rhine, to where the fubjeót plain 

Joins high Pyrenees foot, he turns his rein 

To where the weftern mountains fever France I 

from Spain. 

* Durindana, 
Ver. yoo.—fm* other timejhall tell] He returns to Gradaflo, 
Book xl. ver. 360, 

Ver. 702. We bid Rinaldo—] He returns to Rinaldo, Book 
Ipoviii. ver 55. ver. 505, 

Ver. 703. Ajlulphfs voy$ge-~\ The laft we heard of Aftol- 
j>ho was Book xxiii, veh 1 16. where he left his horfe and arms 
with Bradamant. . 

M 4 Thence 
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Thence proud ^Navarre, and Arragon he views, 710 

While every eye amazed his flight purfues j 

Far Teracona to the left remains, 

Bifcaglia to the rights and now he gains ' < 

Caftilia's reilm, then Lisbon's towers defcries, 

And next o'er Cordova and Seville flies -, * 7M 

Nor leaves a Spanifh city to explore 

That ftood remote from fea, or grac'd the (bore, 

Gades he faw, and now the bounds he trac'd 

Which once for mariners Alcides plac'd. 

Now from th' Atlantic wave his courfe he bore 729 

By Afric's coaft to reach th* Egyptian fhore. 

The Baleares far beneath him lay $ 

Evifa rofe confpicupus in his way j 

Theq towards Arzilla, o'er the fea he rides, 

The fe$ that from Argilla Spain divides. 725 

Morocco, Fez, Ipponà, cities pam'd 

Among the firft $ /Algiers and Bugia, fam'd 

For wealth and hpnoijrs,. nest -his eyes behold, 

Not crown'd with empty wreaths^ but crpyra'd with 

gold. 
Next Tunis and Biferta's fun-burnt foil 730 

fit fees, and Capys, and Alzerbe's ifle -, 
ToTripoly and Tolomitaipeeds, . 
Bernifca views, and where old Nilus leads 
His fattening ftreams to water diftant meads. 
-7 • Each 
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Each land he marks from Afric's billowy (Kore 735 

To rugged Atlas" crown'd withforefts hoar* 

Then turning from Carena's ridge of hills, 

Above the Cyrenean Ipires he wheels; 

And near the confines of her burning fands 

He Abbajada fees. in Nubian lands : 740 

He leaves the tomb of Battus far behind, 

And Amon's fane, which we no more can find* 

Another Trèmizen he views, whofe race 

Th* unhallowed faith of Mahomet eftibrace 5 

Then tQw'rds a fecoqd Ethiopia turns, 745 

Beyond where Nilus pours his fruitful urns : 

His wings he then to Nubia's city plies. 

That 'twixt Dab^da and Coalles lies : 

Here Saracens, and Chriftians there prepared, 

With ready arms their country's frontier guard, 75Q 

Jn Ethiopia king Senapus reigns, 
Who, for a fceptre, in his hand fuftains 

The 

Ver. 738. -r-Qrentan Jpires-r-] He means the cities of the 
Mediterranean in the province of Cyrene. 

Ver. 741. r-4he tomb of Battus — ] The city of Cyrene in 
Afta was built by Battus : Catullus fays, 

Et Batti veteris facrum fepulchrum. 
Ver. 751—- Jag Senapus reigns,] The relation which the poet 
melees of the wealth and j*wer of this prince, called by us (as 

he 
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The holy croft i who boatta of woakh and power, 
Of towns and jfabp&a to the Red-fea fan*. 754 
Our faith he keeps, Ait faith whofe heavenly light 
Can lead him from the realma of death and night t 
Here, as the tenets of their law require, 
(If fame deceive not) they baptise with fire : 
Aftolpho now to Nubia's palace flew, 
And there alighting near Senapus drew» 76a 

The feat where Ethiopia's fovereign ftwtU'd, 
In wealth and beauty more than ftwigth cxetU'ds 

he afterwards lays) Prefer John, though blended with fable, Is 
partly hiftoricaL Under the name of Afepffiraa, or the kingdom 
of Prefter John, were formerly comprchwdf4 all tfa* countries 
between the lake Niger and the ftraits of Bsbel-mandel on QQff 
fide, and all between the mountains of the moon and the catara&s 
of the Nile: thelaft was Ac length from north to (bath, and the 
pther from eaft to weft: Abyfiwia had to die fouth Monomot*» 
pa; to the eaft Zanquebar and the Red Sea; to the fouth 
Egypt and Nubia, and to die weft the country of Negroes called 
Congo. Ariofto-calk the country of Senspus all Nubia j but it 
has been before fhewn that our author is by no means correct in 
his geography. 

Ver. 758.— &#//** with fire:] The Nubians relate that their 
anceftors received the faith from St. Matthew, and that (hey were 
baptized with fire, being marked with a burning iron in the fece 
or fome part of the body, with die fign of the crofe, in allufion 
to that text of Scripture : * I baptize you with the Holy Ghoft 
and With fire." 

The 
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The bars and bolts that every gate defend» 
The mafly chains that from che bridge depend» 
Whatever in other cities we behold 765 

Of iron wrought, here ftam'd of beaten gold ; 
Though mines they boaited fruitful to produce 
Strong metals to apply for every ufc. 

On columns huge, of fluriifig cryftal rais'd, 
With matchlefs pomp the regal palace blaz'd : 770 
Each fpacious room thick fet with precious ftone. 
Where red and purple» gold and azure ihone : 
Gems of all hues ! where in fair order beam'd 
The fiery ruby, where the emerald gleam'd 
With fofter light, and where the fapphire (how'd 775 
Its azure tinip^or yellow topaz glow'd. 
The walls, the roofs, the pavement ftruck the fight, 
Thick fown with pearls, with dazzlingjewcls bright. 
This climate balfam breeds, and midft her flore 
Jerufalem's rich land can boaft no more* 7*0 

Hence muflc is brought, hence every rich perfume, 
Hence amber, hence all Ocean's treafures come. 
Whatc'er through earth of coftly name we prize, 
This happy region for mankind fupplies. 
The Soldaft who th' Egyptian fceptfe fways, 785 
As fame declares, his vaflal tribute pay; 

To 
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To this great king, whafehandcan turn afide, 
Arid bid the Nile in other channels glide ; 
Whence Famine muft herfcourge on Cairo fpread, 
And defolation round» the country {hed : 790 

His name Senapus by his iubjcAs known, - .. 
By us 'tis Prefter cali'd; or Prefter-John. 
Of all that Ethiopia's kingdom held, 
This king in honours, wealth, and might excell'd: 
But what avaiFd his honours, wealth, or might, 795 
When wretched blindnefs veil'd his vifual light ? 
Yet this his leaft of ills-»-a deeper woe 
This haplefs prince was doom'd* to undergo, 
Who, while his wealth all other wealth outfhin'd, 
In plenty's lap with endlefs famine piq'4. 800 

When hunger urg'd him to the genial board, 
With, neétar'd draughts and various viands ftor*d, '."' 
Scarce was he feated, when th' avenging crew 
Of hell-bred harpies, horrible to view, . 
With ravenous talons feiz'd the favoury treat, 805 
O'erturn'd the vafes and devour'd the meat 4 
Their glutton maws furcharg'd, the bilrds unclean 
Defil'd the remnant cates with frith obfeen?. 
The caufe was this— In early life fo raàs'd 
Above the world, o'er every monarch prais'd, 810 

like 
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like Lucifer with pride his bòfom burn'd, 
Againft his Maker impious arms he tufn'tl, \ 

And to the mountainled his numerous force, 
Whence Egypt's mighty ftream : derives its fource; 
'Twas fam'd, that where the hoary mountain rear'd 
Its head to heaven, and o'er the clouds appear'd, 8 16 
Was Paradife of old, thofe happy bowers 
Where Atiam pafs'd with Eve the blifsful hours. 
With elephants and camels, with a train 
Of countlefs foot that 'cumber'd all the plain, 2 io 
jrfe march'd, refolv'd whatever race unknown 
Might there refide, to bend them to his throne. 
But Heaven's high' will opposed his raffi intent, 
And midft his hoft a vengeful angel fent, 
Whofe dreadful power a hundred thoufand flew, S25 
And o'er his eyes eternal" dafknels drew * '-'-' • -# 
Then to his feftive board difpatch'd the band * : ' 
Of horrid monftcrs from th' infernal ftrand.' '•* 
The wretched king of all relief deipair'd, 
From what a feer, of forefight deep, declar'd, , 830 
That rapine fhould no more his table wafte, 
Nor ordtire mingle with each day's repaft. 
When on a winged fteed a ftranger-knight 
Was feen through 'air to guide his rapid flight. 

This, 
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This, pafltag all bdk(, h*d loag foppefk 835 

Each little tape that UngprM ia ft* Inpaft. 

Soon as the erow<4* beheld, vmh wondering eye, 
Above the walls, above the tumts high» 
Th' approaching knight* one flew with eager zeal 
To Nubia's king the tidings to reveal : 840 

The prophecy recalling to his mind, 
For joy he leaves his faithful ftaff behind, 
And with extended arms and guideleft feet 
Impatient <ttmep the .flying gueft to meet. 

Aftolphoj wheeling reany a round in air, #45 
At length alights within the caftlc fquare : 
The fightlefc mpnafch» to his pretence led, 
With lifted hand* Jbgfttfe bua kneeTd, and (aid— - 

Angel from God i thou new Meffiab> hear 
A wretch, ala»! unworthy to prefer 8jp 

His guilty fuk— yet think 'tis nun's to fail 
In error {till, but thine to pardon ali I 

Ver. 845. Aftolphoy wheeling many a round in air^\ See the 
whole pal&ge— Con fpxddh rote.— So in the ivth book — 
bighe rot9*-~~- 

Milton adepts a fimibf expreiEon in the flight of Satan, Bode 
jii. ver. 741. 

Throws his fteep flight in many an airy wheel— — 

My 
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My crime I knotr, aor dare t infidi pr*y 

To view, with fight reftorti, the beams óF day*. 

Tho* fitte to thee foca fòveieign power is given, 855 

God's favotìr'd multiate From fte bleft in HeWn ! 

Suffice* ! live in never-eading gloom t 

But let fctìt filmine ftill my age confimi: 

Ah ! ftteteh thy haftd-*4hy fading help aflbrd, 

And chace the H#rpie* from my wretched board. 

Then mtòft my palaie waits I vow to raife 861 

A marble temple* Acred 10 thy praife, 

On cvfcty part frefplendent to behold 

With dafez&ig gems, the roof and gates of gold ! 

Thy name ftiail to the fane a title give, 865 

Aftd there thy miracle in fculptwe live. 

So (fceaks the king* who rolls his fightkfi eyes, 
Whfle oft to kift the warrior's feet he tries» 

Aftolpho then— Fnom Got) no angel I> 
Nor new Mtfliah lighted from die ìky, &70 

But teortal man, like thee to error prone, 
Unworthy of the grace that Heaven has Ihown : 
Yet all I can^this arm its force fhall prove, 
By death or Hight the monfters to remove : 
ff I fucceed-* to God thy thanks repay, 875 

\7ho for thy fuccour hither wing y d my w*y. 

For 
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For him alone be all thy vòws fuHUl'd, ~ ' - • 
To him thy altars raife, thy temples build. 

As thus they commun'd, 'with th y attendant ftate 
Of circling peers they reach'd the palace gate r 880 
The monarch bade his train the tables fpread 
With wine and cates, and life-fuftainiirg bread t 
He hop'd at length,; long ihrunk wkh pining faft, 
To fatiate now with undifturb'd repafh 

Within a fumptuens hall* befide him plac'd, 885 
Alone Aftolpho with Senapus grac'd 
The regal feaft ; and now the feaft appear 'd j 
When foon in air a dreadful jioifc was heard 
Of rulhing wings j and, lo! the Harpy-crew, 
Lur'd by the viands, round the t^ble flew, 890 

Sev'n in a band they carnei . of dreadful mien, . 
With woman's face, with features pale and lean 
Through feeming faft ; from every withering look, 
Fear, worfe than death, the boldeft bofom (hook : ; 

Ver» 892. With womarC s fac$^\ Imitated clofely from 
Virgil. 

'Virginei volucriim vultus, fcediffima ventris 

Proluvies, uncaeque manus, et pallida femper 

Ora fame— ìEneis lii. ver. 218. J m 

With virgin faces, ,but with wombs obfcene, 

Foul paunches, and with ordures ftill unclean, 

4 With claws'for Hands, and looks forever lean. 

Dryden, ver. 282. 

Large 
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Large were their wings deform'd, their brutal paws 
Of ravenous force, were arm'd with hooky claws : 896 
Vaft was each fetid paunch, with many a fold 
Of ferpent-tail behind in volumes roll'd. 
They feize the meats, o'erturn the golden vafe, 
And leave their loathfome ordure in the place, 900 
While their foul wombs a horrid flench exhale, 
That choaks the fenfe and loads the tainted gale* 

Aftolphp now his fhining falchion bares, 
And fwift t' aflault the dreadful crew prepares 5 
Now on the neck, or tail, his weapon tries j 905 
Now on the breaft, or wing, his force applies : 
As from foft wool returns the bloodlefs fword ; 
The fated plumes and fkin no pafs afford. 
Meanwhile of every difh and vafe they make 
Their greedy havock, nor the hall forfake, 910 

Till each with rapine has the viands fhar'd^ 
Or filth polluted what their hunger fpar'd. 

Senapus in the duke his hope had plac'd 
To fee the harpies from his table chac'd, 
And now, his hope deceive, again he mourn *d, 915 
Again he figh'd, again defpair return'd. 

At length, his magic horn recall'd to mind, 
From which fuch aid he oft was wont to find 

Vol. IV. N At 
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At all affays, the duke refolv'd to prove 

its virtue now the monfters to remove : 920 

But firft he bade the king and nobles near 

With duótile wax to bar the liftening ear 

From all accefs — elfe each, with fear aghaft, 

Would fly the palace at the dreadful blaft. 

He mounts the griffin- fteed, one hand fuftains 905 
The polifh'd horn, one holds the ftraiten'd reins ; 
He bids, by figns, the fenefhal replace 
The favoury viands, and the plenteous vafe. ' 
Then, in a new faloon, the train prepare * 
The feftive table fpread with coftly fare, 930 

When fwift the harpies to their prey return, 
As fwift Aftolpho to the rattling horn 
His lips applies ; when with unguarded ear 
The fiends receive the found, and (truck with fear 
Each backward flirinks, and ftretching to the wind 
Her pinions, leaves the feaft untouch'd behind. gj6 
To chace their flight, the champion fpurs his fteed, 
That fpreads his ftrong-plum'd wihg with ready fpeed. 
He quits the hall, from court and city flies, 
And foaring drives the monfters through the Ikies. 
Aftolpho fwells each note with double force, 941 
While tow'rds the burning zone with headlong courfc 

The 
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The harpies fpeed, till now the hill they gain, 
Whofe towering head o'erlooks the fubjeft plain, 
Whence (fame relates) the Nile's fi!rft fountain glides, 
And gladdens Egypt with his fattening tides. 946 

Beneath the mountain, opening deep and wide, 
A cave defcended in its rugged fide, 
Through which ('twas faid) a dreadful paflage led 
To reach th' infernal manfions of the dead. 95a 
The band of fpoilers hither flew to meet 
From every human fearch a fafe retreat ; 
And finking piere'd to black Cocytus' fhore, 
Where that dread-dealing blaft could found no more. 
"At this dire mouth that op'd the fecret way 955 
To thofe who loft the cheering beams of day, 
The glorious duke his horn's deep clangor ceas'd, 
And clos'd the pinions of his winged beaft. 

But ere I further (hall his fteps purfue, 
To keep the cuftom of my tale in view, 960 

Since every leaf is fill'd, the book I clofe, 
And here concluding feek awhile repofc. 

END OF THE THIRTY-THIRD BOOK* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Astolpho purfucs the harpies to the mouth of the infernal 
region, at the foot of a high mountain. He enters, and 
meets with the ghoft of Lydia, daughter of the king of * 
Lydia, who relates to him her ftory, and the caufe of her 
puqilhment. He hears the names of feveral condemned 
to fuffer there for crimes commited on earth. Aftolpho 
attempts to penetrate further into that place of torment, 
but is obliged to return. He then flies to the top of the 
mountain, where he finds the terreftrial Paradife. De- 
scription of the place. He is welcomed by Saint John the 
Evangelift, the prophets Enoch and Elias. Saint John 
inftruds Aftolpho concerning the manner of reftoring 
Orlando to his fenfes. He conveys the knight, in a cha- 
riot, to the region of the moon ; the many wonders Aftol- 
pho faw there, and among the reft Orlando's wit, which 
the Evangelift permits him to take with him. Saint 
John (hows the knight the three fatal fitters fpinning the 
thread of life. 
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TNSATIATE harpies ! foul, detefted band ! 
•*■ The fcourge of juftice on a finful land, 
The righteous punifhment by Heaven affign'd t 
For Italy, with tenfold error blind ! 
"Where harmlefs infants, tender mothers die 5 

"With meagre want ; for while a vain fupply 
Each day prepares, they fee their deftin'd food 
At once devour'd by this infernal brood. 

Ver. x. Infettiate harpies! — ] In general the Italian com- 
mentators make the harpies to fignify Avarice. Others may 
imagine, and with fomc reafon, that the poet rather means 
to fatirize the vice of gluttony, which perhaps might be 
prevalent in his age. Fornari fays, of which opinion is 
likewife Sir John Harrington, that Ariofto meant by har- 
pies, the foldiers of the enemy, whofe avarice and rapacity 
l)ad plundered Italy, 

N 4 I» 
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Ill chance betide who firft unclose the cave, 
(Which years had (hut) and thus a paflage gave io 
Whence gluttony and all uncleannefs fpread 
O'er Italy, their venom'd bane have ihed. 
Fair Virtue then was banifh'd from mankind, 
And peace and temp'rance from the world disjoin'd i 
Whence pain, and poverty, and impious ftrife 1 5 
Have vex'd, and long fhall vex, the fweets of life ; 
Till time fhall come, when thus with 'wakening cries 
Our country bids her fons from Lethe rife. 

€€ Is there nof one that dares the worth unfold 
cc Which Calais and Zetes fhow'd of old ; 20 

cc To many a houfe his faving hand afford, 
" And free from filth and fpoil the genial board ; 
u As thole could help to aged Phineas bring, 
« And finde Aftolpho to the Nubian king ?" . 

With dreadful found the Paladin had chae'd 25 
The brutal harpies through th* aerial wafte, 
Till at a mountain's foot his flight he ftay'd, 
Where in a gaping cavern's fearful fhade 

The 

Ver. ao. —Calciti and Zetes—} Feigned by the poets to 

have been fons of the wind Boreas, and Orithya, daughter of 

king Eritheus ; they were born with wings, and drove thè 

harpies 
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The monfters enter'd— Hence with wondering ears 
Laments and groans the liftening warrior hears, 30 
That reach'd through winding vaults the upper airj 
Sure fign of Hell and endlefs torments there. 
Aftolpho now refolves t* explore the way, • 
And vifit beings loft to cheerful day, 
To earth's deep center undifmay'd to go, 35 

And fearch the fecrets of the world below. ' 
Why fliould I doubt to enter here (he cries) 
When fuch defence my trufty horn fupplies, 
Whofe found can Pluto's felf and Satan quell, 
And from his poft the three-mouth'd dog repel ? 40 

harpies from the table of blind Phineas, king of Thrace, in 
the fame manner as is here told of Aftolpho. 

' See Ovid's Metam. 

Ver. 39. Pluto, Satan, and Cerberus,— ] In like manner 
Taflb blends the Heathen fables with the Chriftian do&rines. 
See Jerusalem Delivered, Book iv. Spenfer, in a 
defcription of Hell according to the Heathen mythology, 
after the mention of Ta&talus, introduces the foul of Pilate 
waihing his hands in the infernal river. 

He look'd a littk further, and efpy'd 
Another wretch, whofe carcafs deep was drent 
Within the river — — 
The knighj him calling, afked who he was, 
Who lif ting up his head him anfwer'd thus : 
I Pilate am, the falfeft judge, alas ! &c. 

Fairy Queen, B. i i. C. 7. ft. 61. 

7 He 
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He faid $ and lighting from his feat with fpeed, 
Ty'd to a neighbouring tree his feather'd freed, 
Then grafp'd his horn, his every hope and aid, 
And fearlefs plung'd amid the murky fliade. 
Ere far he reach'd, thick wreaths of noifome fmoke, 
And fteams of fulphur, on his fenfes broke : 46 

His fight and fmell the ftifling fumes confefs^, 
Yet onward ftill th' embolden'd hero prefs'd ; 
But as he prefs'd, the darknefs deeper fpread, - 
And grolTer vapours noxious poifons flied. 50 

When, lo ! as if fufpended from above, 
He kcs an pbjeét, fcarce diftinguilh'd, move, 
Move, as b£ winds fome wretched corfe is. blown, 
Long time expos'd to rains and parching fun ; 
So' faint the ftraggling beams of wandering light 55 
In thefe dire realms of fmoke and dreary night. 
In vain the duke explores with heedful care 
What mocks his eyes, and feems to flit in air : 
Then Jfrom the fheath his fhining fword he drew, 
And thrice he ftruck, when foon the warrior knew 
The feeming image but an empty fliade, 6x 

That like a cloud deceiv'd his mortal blade. 
Then thus he heard a female voice complain : 
Ah ! come not here to work me further pain ! 
Suffice — this fmoke torments my wretched ghoft, 65 
This fmoke that rifes from the burning coaft. 

9 The 
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The duke, with terror feiz'd, his ftep reprefs'd, 
And in thefe words the haplefs fliade addrcfs'd : 
So may high Heaven thefe ftifling fbmes repel, 
As thou fhalt deign thy mournful fiate to tell ; 70 
Thy tidings to our Hying world I bear, 
If this can aught avail to foothe thy care. 
The ghoft reply'd — To vifit but in name 
The cheerful realms of light from which I came, 
So grateful feenas, that gladly I difclofe, 75 s 

For fuch reward, the ftory of my woes 5 
Elfe fhould I now with lips unwilling tell 
My name, and earthly ftate from which I fell. 

Once was I Lydia call'd, of royal ftrain, 

(Whofe fire o'er Lydia held his wide domain) 80 

By God's eternal judgment here expos'd 

To endlefs pains, with poifonous fmoke inclos'd 5 

Who, while alive, fuch fcorn and hatred fhow'd 

To one, whofe heart with love's affection glow\L 

Unnumber'd others fill this dreary gloom ' 85 

Whom to like penance like offences doom. 

Here cruel Anaxarete.in woe, 

Encompafs'd round with denfer fumes below, 

Is 

Ver. 87. — —Anaxarete* — ] Anaxarete was a beautiful 
damfel of Cyprus, beloved by Iphis, a native of the fame 
place, who, in defperation at not being able to move her to» 

returh 
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Is deeper plac'd ; on earth her body turns 
To hardèn'd ftone, while here her fpirit mourns : 90 
Unfeeling maid ! who view'd in fliameful death 
Her pendant lover yield his wretched breath* 
Daphne is here* who riow regrets the pace 
That held Apollo once fo long in chacej 
. 'Twere hard to tell th' unbodied female train 9 j 
That here for black ingratitude remain ; 
Or fpeak the crimes of every dame or maid, 
Where countlefs numbers fill the mournful fhadej 
But harder ftill th* ungrateful men to namey 
Whofe deeds on earth here equal vengeance claims 
Where each in death feverer judgment mourns ; 101 
The vapour fmokes him, and the furnace burns.' 
Since dames are formed mor*e éàfy to belieive, 
Man merits heavier pains who fhall deceive 
Their weaker fex— -this Jafbn has confefs'd, 105 ' 
This Thefeus finds, and he *, the wandering j 
Whofe arrtis the Latian's ancient realm 

return his jpaffion, Was determined neVer io depart from her 

threfhold: Venus, exafperated at the cruelty of Anaxarete^ 

changed her into ftone. See Ovid Metam. 

Ver. 93. Daphne is here^ — ] Nothing can be wilder than 

this idea of Ariofto, who in- a region of future punifhment 

upon a Chriftian fyftem, places Daphne for running. away 

from Apollo. 

This 
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This well he knows, who could for Tamar's love 

His brother Abfalom to hatred move. 

Here ftiades on fhades lament their former lives, i io 

Their hufbands fome, and fome betray'd their wives, 

Jtf ow of myfelf above the reft I tell, 

JMid ftiow the crime that doom ? d me here to dwell: 

Great was my beauty when this deathlefi mind 
Was cloath'd in flefli, and though of womankind 115 
None matched my form, I know not which was moft, 
My perfon's diarms, or pride thofe charms to boaft, 
A knight there was in Thrace, whofe noble name 
por martial prowefs ftood the firft in fame. 

Ver, io6.«— he, the wandering guejl,] I know not what 
the defenders of -ffineas will fay to Ariofto, for placing 
their hero in fuch company ; -hut, upon the whole, I believe 
{be ladies will not think themfelves the lefs obliged to him. 
purely, let every one frankly confefs his feelings on an im- 
partial perufal of the iEneid, and he will not declare his 
heart flrongly affe&ed in favour of a character, which it ii 
fuppofed was meant by Virgil for a model of perfeótiotf. 
Who does not revolt at the great incident of the ivth book, 
^uid at the other incidents in the latter part of the poem, 
where a foreign prince comes to feparate two lovers, appa- 
rently plighted to each other, and for whom I will venture 
fq affirm, that every reader of fenfibility feels an intereft? 
J4ay it not, with the i|tmoft deference to great authority, be 
obferved, that this conduit feems wonderful in a writer of 
fuch confummate judgment as Virgil ì i 

Who 
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WJiq 6ft had heard from foreign tongues declare 1 20 

My blooming grace, the faireft of the fair : 

Fir'd with my praife, to me th' énamour'd youth 

Decreed the tender of his love and truth j 

Nor thought, fuch merit pleading on hifc fide, 

To find his heart refus'd, his fuit deny'd. iaj^ 

To Lydia then he came, where when he view'd 

My every grace, he found his foul fubdu'd. 

Awhile refiding at my father's court 

Amidft thè knights that thither made refort, 

His honours grew, and oft in fight fo well 1 jo 

His fword prevail'd, that how 'twere long to tell 

What deeds he wrought for one whofe thanklefs mind 

But ill deferv'd fuch matchlefs worth to find. 

By him my fire Cilicia's kingdom won, 

And Caria and Paraphilia's land o'er-run. 135 

Without his counfel never would he ftiow 

The martial troops array'd againft a foe. ' 

The knight, who deem'd his fervice well might 

claim 
The royal favour, to thè monarch came, 
And begg'd, for all his hard-earn'd glorious fpoils, 
My hand in marriage to reward his toils. 141 

His fuit the king refus'd, who fought tQ join 
His daughter to fomc prince's nobler line, 

Not 
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Not to z knight, to whom the fates afford 

No wealth or power, fave honpur and his fword. 145 

So much, alas ! could gold my fire entice» ; 

Detefted avarice I nurfe of every vice ! 

To worth or virtue he inclines his ears, 

As the dull afs the heavenly minftrel hears. 

When now the knight (Alceftes was his name) 150 
Found that withheld, to which he urg'd his claim 
Of juft defert, he left us with a threat 
The king hereafter lhould too late regret 
My hand deny'd : Armenia then he gain'd, 154 
Whofe king with Lydia's king long ftrife maititain'd, 
And late with grief had feen more powerful grow 
The hated empire of his deadly foe. 
Him fopn Alceftes urges to prepare 
His bands, and on my fire renew the war : 
Himfelf, fo fam'd in battle, at their head, %6o 

Againft the Lydian realm the forces led. 
He vow'd to conquer in Armenia's right 
Whate'er he won, fave only to requite 
His glorious fervice, he referv'd my charms 
Of all the fpoils that crown'd the victor's arms. 165 
How (hall I tell when my ftern lover fought, 
What woes, what ruin on my fire he brought ! 

Ver. 149. As the dull afs*-] An old pr*verb~~JJinus ad 
hram. See Erasmus. 

His 
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His armies thrice he broke, and ere the fun 

One year had circled, all his towns he won ; 

All, fave a cattle ftrongly built, that rofe ij& 

On hanging cliffs j here from th' exulting foes 

The king retir'd, and here with fearful hafte 

His neareft friends and choiceft treafure plac'd. 

But how fo clofe the fiege, Alceftes prefs'd, 

That foon my wretched father, fore diftrefs'd, 175 

Had gladly made me, with a kingdom's dower, 

His wife, the flave or vaffal of his power, 

T* avert the greater ill— for well he knows 

This fort at length muft yield before the foes, 

And he his life in cruel bondage clofe. 180 

Now, every means of fafety to purfuc 
In fuch extreme, he fix'd on me, who drew 
Such ruirt down, to quit the laft retreat, 
And in his camp incens'd Alceftes meet. 
To him (fo bade iny fire) I took my way, 185 

My captive perfon at his feet to lay, v 
And beg him at our prayer his wrath tò ceafe, 
T* accept our proffered terms* and grant the peace. 
Alceftes^ when my near approach he heard, 
With eager hafte to meet my fteps appear'd $ 190 
Pale in my fight the trembling lover ftood, 
And lefs my viftor than my prifbner fliow'd. 

I faw 
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I faw big paflion ftruggling in bis breaft, 

And for hew wiles my purposed fpeeeh fupprefs'd 1 

Then took the fair oceafion to reprove 195 

The dire effc&s of his difaftrous love; 

t curs'd a love that thus opprefs'd my fire* 

And fought by force t' accomplifh its delire > 

That waited not till time with ftealing pace 

(Ere many days) had crown'd with better grace 200 

His fondeft wifh, but fully'd thus the fame 

Which once with king and peers his. deeds might 

claim* 
Though Lydia's fovereign might his fuit deny, 
As one, whom nature fram'd not to comply 
With firft demands, ill-fuited the pretence 205 
(Ì cry'd) to break hi% faith for fuch offence 
Should ftill my father with determined mind 
ftefufe my hand, my prayers a way might find 
To bend his will, or. if they fail'd to bend* 
Who knew what next my bofom would intend ? àio 
But fince he fought far other means to prove, 
My foul was fia'd to fpurn his hated love f 
And though I came, compelled by cruel fate* 
in dear compaffion for a parent's ftatfc, 
Yet little tragfport could attend thofc chamts 1 1$ 
Which force, not choice, bad yielded to his arms. 
Vox.. IV. froft 
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Soon might this hand the purpte cuttètìt ipiif 

Ctfloathfomeiife, thus tìffer'd tò ftìSL * 

The cruel wilhe* of Uhgcwefrft'-d Will. : * • 

In words like thcfe I fpoké, **r ^dl I «We^a *sfc 
His haugKty Ipint by my looks ftibdu'Qv ~ •* *• - 
I faw his face with fudden griéf o'ercàtì: ; 
So mourn féqùéfter'd famts offences Jpàft; 
Low -at my- knees he bent, arid humWy $rsry ! d; 
While from his fide he drew the fliining Wadfc, ate 5 
Yhe murderous vreapón at his hand to take, 
And for his fault his life an offering make. 

He thus difpos'd, I deemed the ccrnqudfc won. 
And, to cohipìètè the work fc well begun, 
I gave him fraudful hopes he yet might pròve 23d 
By future deeds deferring of *my love ; 
If, former guilt atoif d, his ami once 'more 
Would to his ancient feàt my fire remore, 
And feek henceforth to win a miftrefs* charms 
By gentle férvice, hot by force of arms . ' 23 5 

His faith riò% plèdg'd, he to the Fort agarn 
Reftor'd Ae/fitee, and gniMéfs òf a ftain ; 
Nor afle'd one kifs his fufferings to requite—* 
Judge if he felt affe&ion's "burthen light ! 
Judge if for me Love fill'd-not all his heart; v 240 
If Love for *fte employ's not every -dart. 
'• ♦ ** w -■•:*•■ - • Armenia's 
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Armenia's kiflg he fought, to whofe domain 
His lips had vow'd whate'er his fwotfd might gain; 
And urg'd him dofe, with every Ma&d addrefs, 
To let my fire again his realms polfefs, 345 

To him refign each conquered Lydian town, • 
And bound his empire with Armenia^ crown* 
The king, whofe cheek with wrath indignant btirn'4 
To young Alceftes knfwer proud r eturnM * 
Ànd vow'd no more his army to dHbancl* &50 

While yet my father held a foot of land ; 
But fince a worthless woman's wofds could turn 
Alceftes* purpofe, let Alceftes mourft 
Such fickle change, 'twas not for him to lófe, 
At his requeft, à vi&or's glorious dues. Ì55 

Again Alceftes tttg'd, again he prày'd j ' ~ 

Not prayer, ftór reafdns could the king periuade* 
At length, ihCetìS'd, he fwore in threatening fttato 
That force fhòuld win what mildtìefs failed to gam. 
fc/age kindling rage with many a Wrathful won!, ifo 
Againft the king Alceftes bar'd his lword, 
And flew him, fpite of each furrounding friend* 
Who with dfaWh weapon would his prince defend* 
That day th* ArméAiàtts fled before his hand, 
And his brave followers aided with a band at 
Of Thpacians and Cilicians by his pay maintain' 

O 2 Nor 
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Nor fail'd the knight his fortune to purfue, 

Yet from my fire no fmalleft ftipend drew 

T § affili the war; but in a month reftor'd 

The Lydian kingdom to its ancient lord. 270 

For all the Jofs that Lydia's crown fuftain'd, 

Befide the riches which in battle gain'd 

He gave my fire, Jie to his empire joins 

The lands fubdu'd, and levies heavy fines 

Through all Armenia, Cappadocia's reign, 27$ 

And rude Hircania to the diftant main. 

Inftead of triumph, his return to greet, 
We fain with death the vidfcor chief would meet, 
gut fear withheld us, fince we knew full well 
He, ftrong in friends, could every force repel : a8o 
Hence, feigning love, I gave him, day by day, 
Such flattering hope as better might betray ; 
But, ere our nuptials, wilh'd him for my fake 
On other foes his proof of arms to make. 
Now fingly, now attended by a few, 285 

I fent him frange adventures to purfuc ; 
To feeming death I fent— but ftill I found 
With glorious conqueft all his labours crown'd. 
Whene'er he went, the fight he vi&or wag'd ; 
Full oft with monfters front to front engag'd, 290 

Giants 
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Giants and Leftrigons, whole favage band 
With brutal force infefted Lydia's land. 
Not fo Alcides, by his ftep-dame's wiles 
And fierce Euryftheus, was .expos'd to toils, 
In Lerna's lake, in Thrace, Nemea's wood, 295 
Etolia's vallies, nearlberus' flood ; 
In Erymanthus 1 groves, along the ftrand 

Of winding Tyber, or Numidia's fand ; • ■ 

As this brave youth, on whom my art had wrought < 

With feign'd endearments, while each murderous j 

thought 300 I 

On every trial urg'd his dauntlefs might, 
To drive a hated lover from my fight, 
My aim deceiv'd— another fcheme Itry'd, 
From thofe he lov'd his friendihip to divide. 
What (hall I fay ? The emprefs of his foul, 305 
My word, my nod could every deed control ; 
To me he facrifie'd each deareft name, 
The ties of amity and calls of fame ; 
Till ^li my father's foes removed I view'd, 
And ra(h Alceftcs by himfelf fubdu'd. 310 

I^oft were his friend$-p*nd what till then conceal'd 
I kept, now undifguis'd my tongue reveaTd. 
I own'd what hatred had my bofom fir'd, 
And pwn'd I every way hi$ death defir % 

O 3 Yet 
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Yet pondering what I wHh'd, too well I knew $r £ 
That public odium would the deed purfuc 
Which reached his life; his worth to all difplay'd 
Would move their rage for fervice fo repaid. 
Hence (all I could) I doom'd the haplefs knight •• 
To live for ever banifti'd from my flght : 320 

To every plaint I turn'd a deafen'd ear, 
Nor letters would receive, nor meflage hear* 
Struck with my bafe ingratitude, he pin'd 
With fecret anguifli, till his health declin'd 
From bad to worfe, and while in vain he ftrove 32$ 
With many a prayer my ftubbórn heart to move, 
On his fick bed, in agonizing throes, 
He found a period to his life and woes, 
Lo ! here the judgment that my fin purfuca * ; ' 
With ftifling fumes, while tears my eyes fuffufe 5 330 
And here in forrow muft I ever dwell, 
Since no redemption can be found in Hell. 

When wretched Lydia thus had ceas'd to fpeak, 
The fearlefs duke prefs'd on, refolv'd to feek 
What other (hades might there in pains refkle; 535 
But deeper darknefs further pafs deny'd. 
The fmoke, whofe wreath* th' offending ghoftsenclofe 
In vaporous torment, denfe and dejifer grows. 

6 And 
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Afl4 WW the warrior tqrn'd his eager .(eet 
With backward tread, in fafety to retreat, 340. 
}Le£ life, with vapour & clogg'd, ihoji44 quit her 

weary fcat: 

Now witjj, ligj^t ftep the dreary path hepjefs'd, \ 
The rock quick founding as his fpee$l incijeas'd, 
Afcending ftill, till fliot from upper ;cfcy* 
He fees through mournful night a trembling ray; 
At length the realms of woe and pain he leaves, 346 
And iffuing to our world new light gftd life receives. 

Agajnft thofe rayeqpw fiends the paft tp clofe, 
And back to earth their fearful courfe ogpof?, 
Huge ftones he heaves, and with his trenchant blade 
Hews many a tree of thick and odorous ftiade: 351 
'J'ben to the work his noble hands he .bends, * 
And w;th ftrong fence the dreary mouth defends. 
Where long, high heaped, the crags and' trunks re- 
main. 
And Hell's dire harpies in their cave reftrain. 355 
But while Aftolpho in th' infernal womb 
Remained in fmoke and fubterraneous gloom, 
His burnilh'd arms the pitchy fumes confefs'd, 
That,. deep pervading, pierc'd the covering veft: 
And now he feéks to cleanfe each fully'd limb 5 360 
When iffuing from a rock he finds a ftr^am 

O 4 That 
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That forms an ample lake, where plung'd he lave? 
From head to foot in limpid cleanfing waves, 
ilis courfer then he mounts, and upward fprings 
To reach the mountain's top with daring wings j 361 
And view thofc feats by fame reported near 
The filver circle of the lunar fpherc. 
Such ardent wifces in his bofom glow, 
He pants for Heaven, and fpurns the world below, 
Afcending till with rapid fteady flight 3^0 

He gains the pianfions of fupernal light. 

Not emerald here fo bright a verdure yields 
As the fair turf of thofe celeftial fields ? 

O'er 

Ver. 365. To reach the mountain's top— J Ariofto bere 
imitates Dante in dcfcribing this mountain, where he places 
èhe terreftrial paradife, and, after tiro, makes AftoJpho pu- 
rify himfelf with ablutions, from the fmoke of the infernal 
regions, before he enters the feat of blifs. 

V cr * 37?* Not emerald here fo bright a verdure yields, 
&<%] This beautiful paffage reminds us of the luxuriant 
pi&ure given by Camoens of the Ifland of Blifs, in the 
pinjh bopk of the Lufiad, beginning with tbefe lines. 

And now, led fmoothly o'er the fturow'd tide, 
Right to the Ifle of Joy the veffels glide : 
The bay they enter, where on every hand 
Around thero clafps the flower-enamell'd land : 
A fafe retreat, where nQt a blaft may ftiake 
Jts fluttering pinions o'er the ftilly lake, 

WiA 
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O'er whofe glad face the balmy feafon pours 
The vernal beauties of a thoufand flowers. 37 5 
He fees the meads one intermingled blaze, 
Where pearls and diamonds dart their trembling rays 
With endlefs tints: he marks the ruby's hue, 
The yellow topaz, and the fapphire blue. 
At once die trees with leaves unfading grow; 380 
The fruits are ripen'd, and the bloffoms blow; 
While frolic birds, gay-plum'd, of various wing, 
jAmid the boughs in notes melodious ling. 

With graceful pride three hills of fofteft green 

Rear their fair bofom o'er the fylvan fcene: 

Their fides embroider'd boaft the rich array 

Of flowery fhrubs in ali the pride of May $ *] 

The purple lotos, arid the fnowy thorn, 

Ani yellow pod-fiow'rs, every flope adorn» 

From the green fummits of the leafy hills 

Defcend, with murmuring lapfe, three limpid rills; 

Beneath the rofe-»trees loitering flow they glide, 

Now tumble o'er fome rocks their cryftal pride j 

Sonorous now they roll ad own the glade, 

Now plaintive tinkle in the fecret {hade, 

Now from the darkling groves, beneath the beam 

Of ruddy morn, like melted filver ftream, 

Edging the painted margins of the bowers, 

And breathing liquid frefhnefs on the flowers*— Ac. 

See thp whple paffage admirably tranflated by Mr* 
Mickle. 

< Still 



Still lak^w4 fyiuopwiag^r^fow^th w$te|$.ciefir t 
Ch*rm the fitfd *j^ *»4 lull the likening car. 3»$ 
A foftening genial air, that ever fcems 
In even tenari coo}* the ibUr beaip* 
With fanning bre$ ze f while from tV enameJTd ftet4 
Whate'er the /nuts, the pianti, the bU?J?Qiw yield 
Of grateful ihieW, the ftealing ggle* dtfpc»fe 39* 
The blewkd fwejeta to feed th' imawt4 &*&* 
Amid the plain ? palace dazzling bright^ 
Like living flame, emits a ftre*my lights 
And* wrapt in fplendors of refulgent day, 
Óutftiines the ftrcngth of every mortal ray, 395 

Aftolpho gently nQw direfts his fteed . 
To where the fp^ciw? &H «nfold* the m?»4 
In circuit wid$, and views with raptured eyes 
Each namciefs charm that happy foil fiipplles. 
With this compare, he deems pur world belpw400 
A dreary defert and a feat of woe r 

Ver. 388. -ruhiUfrom th* ensmeWd field] The blowing 
paflage has much ef the fplrit of this ^efcripdoU of Ariofto. 
■ now gentle gales, 

Fanning their odoriferous wings, difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balriy fpoils. 

Par ad. Lost," B. iv. v. 156. 
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By Hc«¥fti arai Nature frapr their wrath btftow'tf 
Jn evil haar'for main's unbteft abode. 

Near and jnor* hear the ftatriy walls he dfew 
In fteadfaft gaze, tranfportied at thè view : .40$ 
One gemJirttre.they feem'd; of purer red 
Th»n deepening? gleams trattfpurent rubies lhed§ 
Such walls » ria Dedafcan art could raUe, 
Stupendous work, tranfeendmg mortal praife. 
No more let ma» tèe boafted feven proclama 410 
Thofe wopders of the worjd fo chronicled by Fame I 

Before die palace, at the Aiming gate, 
A fage appears, the duke's approach to watt, 
Whofe aged limbs a veft and mantle hide, 
This milky :hu'd> and that with crimfon dy'd : 41 £ 
Adown his brcaft a length of beard he wear» 
AH filvery white, and filvery white his hairs 1 
His mien bel^caks th* elefit of heavenly grace, 
And.Paradife feems open'd in his face* 

Ver. 411. Thofe wonders of the world — J The wonders 
of the world to whieh the poet alludes, were feven in num* 
ber> *ccord/ng tp PJioy. I. The eity pf Babylon* If. Tie 
temple. of Dtena ftt Ephe/us. HI.. The ftajtwe pf Jupiter 
Olympus, IV. The coloflus of Rhodes. V. The palacp 
of Cyrus, built by Memnon. VI. The pyramids óf Egypt, 
VII. The fepulchre of Mfcufolus, built by his wife Arte- 
jaifi*» queen of Caria. 

Then 
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Then to the champion» who his feat fbrfook 4*6 
With reverend awe, he with benignant look 
Thefe words addrefs'd— Othou! by God's high will 
Alone conduced to this holy hill ; 
While little yet thou feeft the mighty eaufc 
That to this place thy myftic journey draws: 415 
Without a miracle thou could'ft no* fleer 
So high above the frétte hemifphere, 
Sent from afar, uncohfeious, to debate . 
With me the welfare of the Chriftian ftate j 
How Charles with needful fuccour to retrieve, 430 
And from its foes our hallow'd faith relieve, 
Not to thy wifdom, or fuperior might, 
Hither, O fon ! afcribe thy daring flight : 
For know, if God's affifting hand had fail'd, 
Nor horn nor winged freed had aught avail'd, 435 
Hereafter more at leifure ihall we dwell 
On themes fo high ; then (halt thou hear me tell 
What Heaven deiigns 1 but firft with due repaft , 
Refreih thy ftrength, unnejrv'd with length of feft. 
So fpoke the holy fire : the duke arnaz'd, 440 
With Ji^art-felt awe and mute attention gaz'd ; 
When now the Saint difclos'd his facred name, 
He, from whofe pen th* eternal gofpel came, 

That 
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That holy John, who, while on earth, poflefs'd 
So dear a place in his Redeemer's breaft: 445 

Of whom the fame among his brethren fpread, 
That time fhould ne'er configli him to the dead : , 
And thus we find in heavenly writ difplay'd* 
The Son of God to Peter anfwer made : 
cc Why art thou troubled ? What if I decree 450 
His tarriancc here my laft return to. fee ?" 
Yet told he not this Saint fhould never die, 
Though what he told might well no lefs imply* 
Lo ! hither was he borne, and here to lhare 
With him in blifs, he found a heavenly pair : 455 
Here ancient Enoch, here Elias dwell'd, 
Who neither had the hour of death beheld. 

Ver. 444. That holy Johny—] The following lines allude 
to a paflage in the New Teftament, from which fome of the 
early Chriftians have inferred that Saint John was exempted 
from death. The legend fays, that having attained the age 
of one hundred years, he caufed a tomb to be built, and (hut 
himfelf therein alive 3 but that a wonderful light foon fur-» 
rounded the tomb, which blinded the eyes of the fpedators : ' 
the light vanifhihg, and fearch being made, the apoftle was 
feen no more. Such a tradition, joined to the text, was, for 
a poet like Ariofto, a fufficient foundation for a fi&ion, by 
no means the wildeit in his poem, when we confider the in* 
numerable legends of faints, the belief of which was in his 
time fo prevalent throughout the Chriftian world. 

-Above 



Abotfe òiiir air, Which hòxlous tùthet annoy, x 

Thèfe happy three unfading fpfìhg eftjòy* ' 1 * c ' 
Till the lati: notes th' Angtlic tfump (hall fòiind,^ 
And Christ in clouds appear with glory ctowiiM. 

Each faint #ith welcome comes the t night to meet? 
And courteous lead him to their bleft retreat, 
Where, near at hand, fair ample ftalls retain ■ 
His flying courfer, fed with generous gfàin. 465 
Before the knight delicious fruits at-eplac'd, 
Ffuits cuH'd in Paradife, whofe flàvòròuS tafte 
Hcfurely thought might fonie fdrgivenefs win 
For our firft parents' difobedient fin. 

When now th' adventurous duke was Well fupply f d 
With every need fuch dwelling could provide 5 47 i 
Wheji; nature's calls refrdh'd 5 when gonial food - 
And balmy (lumber had his ftreagth renew'd ; 
Aurora riling, who with blufliing charms 
All nigjit repose, in old Tithonus* arras ; 47 5 

He left hit early couch, and near him flood 
The fage difciple fo belov'd of God* 
Who grafp'd his hand, and in difcourfe reveaT'ct 
High truths in convcrfe long, though here concealed* 

Then thus— Since leaving France thou cartft not 
tell ; 4 8o 

Wha$ |p thy dear Orlando there befel s 

Lev n 
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Learn that the' ctóèf whofe VaHntr encd in fight 
Maintairi'a Aè trtdi/fbl-fakiflg nt^ the ligh^ • . 
Is fcourg'd ity God, who* 4vftèri his anger taorefc * : 
With heavier wrath àf&tétswhom mcfthelrivet, 4$ J 
Thy detti* Drkhdo* at ftis fevòur'd birdk 
Endow'd-by HcftVèii above tkt fons of earth . 
With nerve and lòuragé* gifted tò fcftain, 
With limbs uhhuft, each Weapon aim'd in vain t 
To whom foèh virtue Heaven' aSttpretóéèad lent* 
To guard his faith unflain'd, as when he feht 451 
Great Samplbn forth, to fave with mighty hand 
Hh Hebrews from the fierce Phiiifline band : 

Ver. 486; Thy dear Orlando,-*] In the poeto of Àffn4* 
monte, after Orlando had flain Óoncfìiero, a, feaiods lettighe; 
with whom he fought three days, we are told of the parti- 
cular grace conferred on Orlando by the Holy Trinity, that 
no enemy fhould ever withfland his force in fihgle Combat 
above three days. 

Quefto tal cafo non potrà mancare 

Peroche Orlando quando alle baftie 

Affettato fu el corpo d'alto affare 

Quando che a lui venrfeli fanti trie 

Difle-neffuno li' poffa durare . 
, A la bataglia più che il tefzo die, 

tìor laflb di quei fanti et lor defio 

Torno a Gerardo — — 

, AsfttAWONTE, C. *XXllf. 

Behold 
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Behold that fame Orlando now afford 

An ill return to Heaven's Almighty Lord ! 49$ 

So far a Pagan damfel's form could move 

His haplef» bofom to deteftcd love, 

That more' than once he for. her beauty r rfake 

Prepared his faithful kinfman's life to take. 

Hence him, in juftice, God's high doom affign'd 

Naked to rove, an outcaft of mankiiid ; 50* 

Has quench'd each (bnfe, in wretched frenzy tàlt^ 

Loft to his friends, to all remembrance loft. 

So Goto, of old, in annals pure we read, 

In penance for his heavy fins, decreed $0$ 

A monarch feven long years to graze the plain, 

And like the brutal ox his wf etched life fuftain* 

But fince the Paladin lefs guilt incurred 

Than he, condemned to mingle with the hercfy 

Three months alone the fage decrees of Heaven 

Th* allotted time t* atone his fault have given. 51 i 

Not for lefs caufe to this celeftial height 

Our dear Redeemer now permits thy ffigfit $ N 

Ver. 499. — his faithful iinfman's life—] Rinaldo* 
with whom Orlando fought for Angelica, as appears from 
Boyardo. 

Ver. 506. A monarch fevm kng juts—] Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon. 

Thai* 
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Than from my lips fuch counfel tot receive, , 
That loft Orlando may his wits retrieve. \ 515 

But firft this globe of earth and fea forfake, 
And, led by me, a flight more daring take, * 
To yonder moon, that in its orbit rolls 
The neareft planet to our earthly poles. • . • 
Lo ! there is kept, what only can fupply 520 

Orlando's wifdom, once efteem'd fo high ; 
And when this night above our heads in view * 
She wheels her courfe, our journey we'll purfue. 

Thus all the live-long day th' apoftle mild 
With fage difcourfe the flying hours beguil'd ; 525 
But when the fun was funk in ocean's ftreaefe- • •* \ 
And from her horns the moon her filverbearn — ,\ 
Above ,them flied, a wondrous car appear'd, - 
That oft through thofe bright fields of ether ftfeér'd; 
The fame that, where Judean mountains jifc, 5 j2> 
Jteceiv'd Elias, rapt from mortal eyes. ^ 

Four courfcrs, red as flame, the hallow ? d fage, 
The bleft hiftorian of the facred page, - * * 

Join'd to the yoke 5 and now the reins he held ; 
£nd, by Aftolpho plac'd, the fteeds impell'd £ 35 
To rife aloft : fpft rojfe the wondrous car, . . 
The wheels fmooth turning diroughthe yielding aii*; 

Vol. IV- P The 
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The favour'd warrior and the guiding fccr 
Afcending till they reach'd the torrid fphere : 
Here fire eternal burns, but while they pafs'd 540 
No noxious heat the raging vapours caft. 
Through all this elemental flame they foar'd, 
And next the circle of the moon explor'd, 
Whofe fpheric face in many a part outlhin'd 
The polilhM fteel from fpots and ruft refin'd : 545 
Its orb, increafing to their nearer eyes, 
SweU*d like the earth, and feem'd an earth in fize, 
Like this huge globe, whofe wide extended fpace 
Vaft oceans with circumfluent waves embrace. 
Aftolphfr wondering view'd what to our fight 550 
Appears a narrow round of filver light : 
Nor could he thence, but with a fharpen'd eye 
And bending brow, our lands and feas defcry, 
The land and feas he left, which, clad in fhade 
So far remote, to viewlefs forms decay'd. 555 

Far other lakes than ours this region yields, ; 
Far other rivers, and far other fields ; 

Ver. 553. Nor could he thtw*~r-\ Very like this is the 
parage in Taffo, where t^e poet describes the vifion of 
Godfrey, where the hero tikes a view of the 1 earth at an kn- 
aeftfetfiftance tentato to*, r 

Jar 
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Far other vallies, plains, and hills fupplies, 
Where (lately cities, towns, and caftks rife. 
Here lonely woods large tra&s of larìd embrace, 5É0 
Where fylvan nymphs purfue the favage chacè. 

Deep in a vale, conduced by his guide; 
Where rofe a mountain fteep on either fide, 

He 

Ver. 562. Dttpina *uah> condufùd+r] Milton has tranf- ' 
lated a few lines of this patflstge : 

His guide him brifrgs 
Into a goodly valley, where he fees 
Things that on earth were loft òr were abus'd, &c. 

His account of the Limbo of Vanity is wonderfully in 
the fpirit of Ariofto, and undoubtedly the idea was caught 
from the Italian poet. This line plainly alludes to Ariofto : 

Not in the neighbouring moon, as fome have dream 'd. 

■ • • \ 

Defcribing Satan on the outer convex of this planetary 
iyftem, he thus proceeds : 

4 , , - ,, a. . . . the fiend 

Walk'd up and down alone,* bent oil his prey ; 
Alone, for other creature in this -place 
Living or lifelefs t* be found was- none* 
None yet, but ftore hereafter from *he earth 
Up hither like aerial vapours flew, 
Of all things tranfitory* and vain, when fi$ 
With vanity had filVd the works of men ; 
£oth sll things vain, and all who. in vain things 
Built tbpir fopd hope* of glpfy* or lifting fame* 

Pa ' *~^ " Alf 
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He came, and few (a wonder to relate) 
Whatever was wafted in our earthly ftate $6$ 

Here fafely treafurM: each negleékèd goods 
Time fquander'd, or becafion ill-beftow'd. 
Not only here are wealth andfeeptres found, 
That, ever changing, fhift th* unfteady round : 

All th' unaccomplifii'd works of Nature's hand, 
_.> Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mbt-d, 
Difiblv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 
Till final diflblutionj wander here, - 
Not in the neighbouring moon, as fome have dreaip'd» 

Hither of ill-join'd'fons and daughters born, 
Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came-*- 

Others came fmgle ; h e who to be deem'd 
A God, leapt fondly into .Stria flames, 
Empedecles ; and he who to enjoy 
Plato's elyfium, leapt into the fea, 
Cleombrotus $ and many more too long, 
Embjryps and idiots, eremites and friars, 
White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery. 



-all thefe upwhirl'd aloft 



Fly o'er the backfide of the world far off 
Into a Limbo, large and broad, fince call'd 
The Paradife of Fools -r— Parao. Lost, B. iii. 
Mr. Addifon has cenfured this paiTage as beneath the-dig- 
nity of Milton's fubjeft, but, what is very extraordinary! 
does not feem tp know how cloftly he has followed Ariofto. 
' ' ?u{ 
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But thofc poffeffions, while on earth we live, 570 
Which Fortune's hand can neither take nor give. 
Much fame is there, which here the creeping hours 
Confumc, till time at length the whole devours. 
There vows; and there unnumber'd prayers remain^ 
Which oft to God the (inner makes in vain, 575 
The frequent tears that lovers' eyes fuffufe, 
The fighs they breathe j the days that gamefters lofe» 
The leifure given which fools fo oft neglèft * ' 
The weak defigns that never take effeéh 
Whate'er defires the mortal breaft aflail, 580 

In countlefs numbers fill th' encumber'd vale. 
For know whate'er is loft by human kind* 
Afcending here you treafur'd fafe may find. 
The wohdering Paladin the heaps admir'd, 
And now of thefe and now of thofe enquir'd* 58$ 
Òf bladders huge a mountain he beheld, 
That feem'd within by fhouts and tumults fwelPd, 
And imag'd found by thefe the crowns of yore 
Which Lydian and Affyrian monarchs wore, 
Which Greeks and Perfians own'd, once great in 
fame, 590 

And fcarcely now remember'd but in name. 
Of gold and filver form'd, a heapy load 
Of hooks he faw, and thefe were gifts beftow'd 

P 3 By 
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gy, needy flaves, iq hope of rich rewards, 

Orj greedy prices, kings, anil patron lords. $9$ 

|ie faw in gadpjapds many a fnare cpnqeaTd ; 

And flatteries bafe hifi guide in thefe r^veal'd. 

There forms of creaking gr*f$heppers he fpy'd 1 

Smooth verfes thefe to Pawning pr«ife apply'd. 

There fptfkling chain» he found and knots of geld, 

The fpeciqus ties that ill-pair ? d lovers hold. £oi 

There eagles' talons lay, which here below 

Are power which lords on deputies beftow. 

On every cliff were numerous bellows caft, 

Great princes' favours thefe that never laftj 60$ 

Given to their mjnions firft in early prime, 

And foon again refum'd with fteàling time. 

Cities he faw o'erturn'd, and towers deftroy'd, 

And endlefs treafures fcatter'd through the void ; 

Of thefe he afk'd j and thefe (reply'd the fire) 6 IQ 

Were treafons foul, and machinations dire. 

He ferpents then with female fates viewed, 

Of coiners and of thieves the hateful brood. 

Of broken vials many h^aps there lay j 

Thefe were the fervices that courts repay. 6i£ 

He faw a (teaming liquid fcatter'd round 

Of favoury food j and from his teacher found 

That 
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That this was alms, which» while his laft he breathes, 
A wretched finnér to the poor bequeaths. 
Then to a hill of vafy'd flowett they went, 610 
That fweet before, now yields a fetid fcent ; 
This (let me dare to fpeak) that preient fhow'd, 
Which on Sylvcflfcr Conftantine beftow'd. 
Of bird-lime twigs he faw vaft numbers there ; 
And thefe, O gentle dames ! your beauties were. 625 
Vain is th' attempt in ftory to comprize 
Whate'er Aftolpho faw with wondering eyes : 
A thoufand told, ten thoufand would remain 5 
Each toil, each lofs, each chance that men fuftain, 

Save 

Ver. 623. Which on Syhifier Con/iantine btftaufdJ] " By 
this gift is underftood the city of Rome, which Conftantine 
the Great gave Pope Sylvefter ; which he faith now ftinketh, 
becaufe of their fins." Sir John Harrington. 

In the firft edition'of the poem the paflage flood thus : 
Ad un monte di rofe e gigli paffo, 
Ch'ebbe già buon odor, or putia forte ; 
Ch'era corrotto : e da Giovanni intefe 
Che fu un gran don 9 ch'un gran fignor mal fpefe. 

Where rofes and where lilies grew he went, 
A hill once fweet, but now of fetid fcent, 
Corrupt and foul f — and this his teacher fhow'd» 
A gift by mighty hands but ill beftow'd. 

P 4 "It 
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Save Fgljy, which alone pervades them all; 630 

For Folly never quits this earthly ball. 

There his paft time mifpent, and deeds apply -d 

To little good, Aftolpho feon efpy'd; 

Yet thefe, though clear beheld, had ne'er been known, 

But that his guide explain'd them for his ctwn. 635 

At length they came to that whofe want below 
None e'er perceiv'd, or breath'd for this his vow; 
That choiceft gift of Heaven, by Wit expreft, 
Of which each mortal deems himfelf poffeft. 
Of this Aftolpho view'd a wondrous^ flore, 640 

Surpaffing all his eyes had view'd before. 
• It feem'd a fluid mafs of fubtleft kind, 
Still apt to mount, if not with care confin'd: 

" It is very remarkable that the poet had the boldneis 
to place among thefe imaginary treafures, the famous deed 
of gift of Conftantine to Pope Silvefter. It may be obferved 
in general^ to the honour of the poets both ancient and mo- 
dern, that they have ever been fome of the firft, who have 
dete&ed and oppofed the falfe claims^and mifchievous ufutf- 
pations of fuperftition and flavery. . Nor can this be won- 
dered at, lince théfe two are the greateft enemies, not only 
to all. true happinefs, but to all true genius." 

Essay on the Genius and Writings of Pope, 
vol. i. p. 252._4.th Edit. 

See Note to Book xvii. ver. 552, on the fame fubje#. 

But 
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But gather'd there he view'd it fafely clos'd, 
In many a vafe of various fize difpos'd. 645 

Above the reft the veffePs bulk excell'd, 
Whofe womb Orlando's godlike reafon held : 
This well he knew, for on its fide were writ 
Thefe words, in letters fair, Orlando's wit. 
Thus every vafe in characters explain'd 650 

The names of thofe whofe wits the vafe contain'd : 
Much of his own the noble duke amaz'd 
Amortgftthem view'd, but wondering more he gaz'd 
To fee the wits of thofe, whom late he thought 
m Above their earthly peers with wifdom fraught. 655 
But who can fuch a fleeting treafure boaft, 
From fome new caufe each hour, each moment loft? 
One, while he loves ; one, feeking fame to gain; 
One, wealth purfuing through the ftormy main; 
One, trufting to the hopes which great men raife, 
One, whom fome.fcheme of magic guile betrays. 661 
Some, from their wits for fond purfuits depart, 
For jewels, paintings, and the works of art. 

Ver. 649. —Orlando's wit.] This fiflion of Ariofto is 
nioft wittily alluded to by Mr. Pope in his Rape of the 
Lock, accompanied with a fine ftroke of fatue : fpeaking of 
things loft in the moqn, he fays : 

There heroes' wits are kept in ponderous vafes, 
And beaux' in fnuff-boxes and t tweezer cafes. 

Canto iv. 

Of 
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.Of poets' wits, in airyrifions loft, 
Great (tore he read ; of thofe who to their coft 665 
The wandering maze of fophiftry purfu'd ; 
And thofe who vain prefkgiog planets view'd. 
The rafie that held his own Aftolpho took. 
So wiird the writer of the myftic book * ; 
Beneath his noftril held, with quick afcent 670 
Back to its place the wit returning went. 
The duke (in holy Turpin's page is read) 
Long time a life of fage difcretiort led, 
Till one frail thought his brain again bereft 
Of wit, and fent it to the place it left. 675 

The ampleft veflel, fill'd above the reft 
With that fam'd fenfe which once the earl poflefs'd, 
Aftolpho feiz'd, and found a heavier load 
Than placed amidft th* unnumbered heap it fliow'd. 

Ere yet for earth they quit that fphere of light, 
The fage Apoftle leads the Chriftjan knight 68 1 
Within a ftatcly dome, where, faft befide, 
\A rapid river rolls its conftant tide. . 
Here, heap'd with many a fleece, each room he views, 
And fttk and wool unwrought of various hues, 685 

Some 

* THE APOCALYPSE. 

Ver. 684. Here, heap* 4 with many a fleece,— ] Ariofto takes 
the general idea of the Parcae, from the well-known hea- 
then 
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Some fair, fòme foul : a beldame thefe with (I<iU 
Seieéh, and whirling round the rapid reel 
Draws the fine thread : fo from tjie reptile (Warms, 
Whofe induftry the filken texture forms, 
The village maid untwines the moifteft'd ftue, 690 
When fummer bids the pleafing taflc renew» 
A fccond beldame. from the fitrft receives 
Each finjfh'd work, while in its ftead lhe leave» 
A fleece unfpun : a third, with equal care 
Divides, when fpuo, th' ill-favour*d from the fair. 
What means this myftic fhów ?— Aftolpho cries 6$$ 
To holy John— and thus the Saint replies. 
In yonder aged dames the Parcse know, 
Who weave the thread of human life below* 
Long as the fleeces laft, fo long extend 700 

The days of man, but with the fleece they end. 
With watchful eyes fee Death and Nature wait, 
And mark the hour to clofe each mortal date. 

then mythology. With a genius that never borrowed any cir- 
cumftance from another,without embellishing it with his own 
inventive fancy, he makes the fair fleeces the type of a good, 
and the foul of an ill life ; iq which he might probably have 
an eye to the following paflages of Statius and Seneca. 

.Ergo dies aderat parcarum conditus albo 

Veliere 

And Seneca, in the life of the tyrant Nero, proftitutes his 
prati* in this line : 

Aurea forraofo dcfcendant pollice fila. 
9 The 
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Thè beauteous threads, feleéted from the reft, 
Are types of 4iappy fouls amid the bleft ; 70$ 

Thefe form'd for Paradife : the bad are thofe i 
Condemn^ for fin-to never-ending woes. 

Of alt the fleeces by the beldame wrought 
Of all the fleeces to the fpindle brought, 
The living names were cad in many a mold 710 
Of iron, filver, and refplendent gold j 
Thefe, heap'd together, form'd a mighty pile, 
And hence an aged fire, with ceafelefs toil, 
Names after names within his mantle bore, 
And ftill, from time to time, returned for mòre : 715 

Ver. 713. And hence an aged Jire 9 *—'] The following paf- 
fage is fo beautifully imagined, and fo diverfified with cir- 
cumftances, as to form perhaps one of the fineft allegories in 
this or any poem. 

Of all the fidions of Ariofto, the flight of Aftolpho to the 
mooji muft, for furprife and novelty of fubjeft, take the 
flrongeft hold on the reader: we experience here the power 
of # a great and eccentric genius, who without any reftraint 
gives a loofe to the reins of his imagination, and with his 
adventurous knight, on his own Ippogrifo, foars 

Beyond the vifible diurnal fphere ! 
Amidft the general wildnefs, and perhaps abfurdity of par- 
ticular parts in this book, we are hurried along by the 
ftrength and livelinefs of the poet's defcriptive powers, and 
have no lcifure to attend to the cool phlegm of criticifm ! 

So 
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So light he fcem'd, fo rapid in his pace, 
i^s from his birth inur'd to lead the race. 

Whither he went, and why he cours'd fo well, 
On what defign/th' enfuing book fhall tell; 
If, as you ftill were wont, with favouring ear 720 
^Tou feem iptent the pleafing tale to hear. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Discourse of Saint John with Aftolpfto. Allegory of 
Time. Eulqgium on writers. Bradamant meets with 
Flordelis, and undertakes to deliver Brandi mart from the 
hands of Rodomont. Her jouft with the Pagan on the 
bridge. Bradamant arrives with Flordelis at the walls of 
Arli, and fends Flordelis" with a challenge to Rogero, 
She unhorfes, at three feveral encounters, Serpentino, 
Grandonio, and Ferrau. 
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OF 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

AH ! who, my fair, will wing his flight fo high 
To fetch my wandering wits from yonder Iky . 
My wits, (itili wafting, fince the fatal dart 
Came from thofe lovely eyes to pierce my heart ? 
Nor will I yet of banifh'd fenfe complain, 5 . 

Let me the little I've preferv'd retain : 
But thus decreafing (till, when all is flown 
I in Orlando's fate may paint my own. 
Yet, to retrieve my lofs, I need not foar 
So far from earth, or Paradife explore* io 

Or to the circle of the moon repair ; 
My waining wits are never treafur'd there. 
No — in your eyes, your lovely face they ftray, 
Your ivory neck, your bofom's milky way $ 
Then let thefe lips your favouring grace obtain 15 
To fearch thofe charms till I grow wife again. 
Vol. IV. CL When 
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When now the knight had feen the fatal wheel 
Its fcanty thread to wretched mortals deal, 
Froip room to room through nil the dome he ftray'd, 
And every future life unfpuo furvey'd. 29 

Amidft the reft a beauteous fleece he view'd ; 
Not radiant gold fuch beamy luftre fhew'd, 
Nor gems, if drawn to threads by wondrous art* 
Could reach in dazzling light its thoufandth part. 
This fleece, that midft a countlefs ftore excelPd, 25 
With raptur'd gaze the wondering duke heheid ; 
And much he long'd to know wfc# age flipqld claim 
This valu'd life, and whofe the happy name. 
'& To him the great EvangeHfc replies : 
This glorious ftar lhall te your worW wrife,, 30 

Ere yet, by twenty yeat^ is mark'd on earth 
With M and D the worp's Incarnate Birth. 
As through the myftic ftore, this fleece fo fair 
Amid fo many fhines beyond compare, 

Ver. 31 . Ere $et> by twenty yearly-*-] The poet means the 
year 1480, in whfch Hippolito,was horn, twenty years be- 
fore the year 1500, marked by the Roman numerals M. D. 
This conceit will appear ftrange in Englifh verfification, but 
it was thought right to preferve it. The idea of this ex- 
preffion feeros from Dante, Paradifo, Cant. si*, ver. 129. 

Vedrafli al Ciotto di Gerufalemtpe 

Segnata con un I. la fua bontate ; 

Quando '1 contrario fegnera un emme. 

So 
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So fhall the life, that iffues thence, beftow %$ 

Unequaird bleffings on mankind below 1 

Since every grace of genius and of art* 

That nature gives, or learning can impart* 

Shall there unite to cx;own with botmdlefe fame 

This happy mortal's unexampled claim. 40 

'Twixt either horn, where roils through marfhy lands 

The king of floods, an humble village ftands : 

Before it flows the Po ; behind, a lake 

Turbid and deep colle&ed waters make : 

This, now obfeure, in future I forctel 4J 

Shall every town in Italy excel, 

For walls, and ftately domes, for every grace 

Gf polifh'd life, exalting human race : 

For thus has Heaven ordain'd the feat tò raife 

Worthy his birth whofe name employs my praife* 

So where the hind engrafts the tender fruit, 51 

He tends the plant that feeds the leafy flioot : 

The fkilful artift fo the gold refines, 

In whofe bright round a fparkling jewel fhines. s 

No other foul in your terreftrial reign 55 

A mortal body fhall like this obtain ; 

How 

Ver. 55. No other foul— ] Rufcelfi, the Italian commen- 
tator, here attempts to apologize for the liberty taken by 
Ariofto, of introducing Saint John to give fa hyperbolical a 
praife of Bippolito. But furely it is altogether unnect&ry 

Q,2 tQ 
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How rarely from innumcrous fpirits here 

So fair a fpirit quits this upper fphere, 

As that which Heaven's all-comprehenfive mind 

Has for the great Hippolito defign'd ! 60 

Hippolito of Efte is he nam'd, 

By God's decree for countlefs virtues fam'd 5 

Such virtues, as diffus'd, might well adorn 

Full many a mortal in your region born. 

Goodnefs by him, by him each ftudious art 65 

Shall find fupport ; but would I here impart 

His high defervings in as copious drain, 

Orlando might expeót his wits in vain. 

Where rojl'd with mingled fand the troubled flood 
The hallo w f d fage and noble warrior flood, 70 

To view that aged man who to the fhore 
The fculptur'd names within his mantle bore. 
I know not if you ftill in memory holji 
What. late of this myfterious fire I told, 
Of mien decrepid, but whofe rapid pace 75 

ExcelFd the fleeteft of the flags in chacc. 

toobferve, that not only with refpe£t to the fentiment here 
put in the mouth of the apoftle, bue in many other paflages 
of this moft extraordinary poem, to attempt a ferious de- 
fence of them, inuft be deemed an extravagance little lefs 
than the fictions of the poet; nor can our wonder be raifed 
af this fpeech of Saint John, after the prophecy delivered in 
the xxixth Book, at the death of Ifabella. 

With 
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With ceafelefs labour from the heap he took 

The various names, and from his vetture ihook, 

As oft as to the water's brink he came, 

Th' oblivious waters known by Lethe's name. 80 

What tablets finking there, to rife no more, 

The rapid eddies to the bottom bore ! 

Befide and o'er the ftream a feather'd crew 

Of crows, of choughs, and ravenous vultures flew, 

And many a different bird that hover'd nigh 85 

With* clattering pinions and difcordant cry. 

Thefe, as they faw the wayward fire difplay 

His treafure, haften'd to partake the prey : 

One with his crooked talons, one with beak 

A tablet feiz'd, but found his ftrength too weak 90 

To bear it far, and when in air he try'd 

His daring flight, the weight his flight deny'd : 

So Lethe to eternal night muft give 

Thefe honour'd names that well deferv'd to live. 

Amidft the winged tribe two fwans appear'd, 95 

White as the banners by my patron rear'd, 

Ver. 80. — Lethe's name.'] Ariofto has feigned Lethe to 
be in the moon, and Dante places it in purgatory. 

Ver. 96. White as the banners — ] The ftandard of the 
ioufe of Efte.was a white fwan. 

CU That 
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That each recover'd from the ftrcam at will 
Some finking medal in his facred bill ; 
And fpite of him who with fuch fell intent 
Innumerous tides from his mantle fent, ioo 

The pious birds a chofen few reprievM : 
Oblivion's whelming gulph the reft receiv'd. 
Along the tide now fwam the fnow-white pair, 
Now foar'd on fluttering wings through yielding air* 
Till near the borders of the fatal flood 105 

They reach'd a hill, on whofe high fummit ftood 
A temple built to never-dying Fame, 
Whence, down the fteep, a beauteous virgin came* 
Of each fair cygnet on the banks to take 
The names redeem'd from Lethe's filent lake. iio n 
Thefe round the ftatue that fublimely piae'd 
Upon a column's height the center grae'd, 
She hung aloft in honour of the fane, 
And bade them there unchang'd for ages to remain. 
What hoary fire was this, and why he gave 115 
The names engraven to the greedy wave -, 
Much of the fwans to know, the duke defir'd j 
Of that fair virgin and her hill enquir'd ; 
And much he long'd to hear the fcnfe reveal'd, 
Beneath thofe vifionary forms conceal'd. 1 20 

3 AH 
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All thisto learo, he alk'd his gracious guide : 
And thus the holy man of God reply'd. 

Know fifft, that not a leaf on earth can move. 
But bears its corre fpondenc type above. 
On earth and here* the fame effefts we find, i*j 
In femblance differing, but alike in kind :. 
The fire, whofe beard adown his bofoui flow*, 
Whofe wondrous fpeed fto mortal equal knows, 
Here works the fame effeét in myftic Ihow, 
That time performs on changing things below. xj$ 
When here the fatal thread of man is fpun, 
Of human life below the courfe is run. 
While Fame is tjiere, lo ! here her equal fign, 
And both alike were deathlefs, both divine ; 
But that yon fire here makes the names his pi*ey, 135 
And time below waftes all with flow decay: 
This, as thou fee'ft, cortfigns to whelming tides, 
And that for ever in oblivion hides. 
Crows, vultures, choughs, and all the feathered train, 
Here ftrive to bear the finking names in vain : 14Ò 
Thefe are on earth the fervile band and bafe, 
Flatterers and parafite§ that courts difgracei 
Buffoons and flaves, with eyejy vice indu'd, 
Put prised too Qff above the wife and good, 

Q.4 AH 
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All thefc arc courtiers call'd, of fordid mind, 145 

(Like the vile afs, or fwine's detefted kind) 

Who bred in feafts to wafte the glutton hour, 

With greedy tafte the favoury cates devour j 

Who when the Parcae end their matter's days, 

When Bacchus or intemperate Venus flays, 150 

Bear in their mouths awhile each patron theme, 

Then drop the burthen in oblivion's ftream. 

But as the fwans, with foft melodious drain 

Convey the medals fafe to yonder fane ; 

So virtue's deeds the poet's tuneful breath 155 

Extends to lateft times beyond the ftroke of death. 

O ! happy princes ! train'd in learning's lore, 

Who tread the path by Csefar * trod before* 

And while you lift each writer to your fide, 

Fear not th' abforbing waves of Lethe's tide. 160 

Rare as thefe fwans, fo rare the poet's name, 

Such poets* as the Mufes' honours claim ; 

For Heaven beftows but with a fparing hand 

Illuftrious men, to grace a favour'd land - 9 

And oft the churlifli lord, without regard, 165 

Leaves godlike' Genius pining for reward. 

The bad meet fmiles ; the good oppreffion find ; 

And noble arts are banifli'd from mankind. 

* AuqysTUs Cesar, 

Sure 
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Sure Heaven deprives the great of inward light, 
To quench their fouls in intellectual night, 170 
And makes them fcornthe bard's mellifluous'' lays, 
That death may blot their name to future days. 
Would thefe but make one tuneful mufe their friend» 
(Whate'er their crimes) their mem'ry might extend 
In time's fair page, and favours fweet difpenft, 175 
As coftly myrrh, or odorous frankincenfe. 
JEneas' felf was not fo pious found, <u 

Nor Heéfcor nor Achilles fo renown'd 
For deeds of arms, but numbers might we tell 
Whofe martial glories could thofe chiefs excel. 180 
The favour, by their rich dependents Ihow'd, 
The princely gifts, the palaces beftow'd, 
Exalt their a&ions to the higheft praife 
That fiftion paints, or hiftory can raife. 
Deem not AuguftusMife fo free from blame 185 
As Virgil's trump delivers him to fame j 
His flcill in verfe and love to bards difplay'd, 
The dire profcription veils in friendly fhade. 

Not 

Ver, 185. Deem not Augujìm* life—] " The Triumvir and 
Profcriber had defcended to us in a more hideous form than 
they now appear, if the emperor hacPnot taken care to make 
friends of foim (Virgil) and Horace. Ariofto has put thefe 

words 
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Not one might now on Nero's guilt exclaim, 
Nor infamy perchance attend a name ' • 190 

By Gods and men abhorr'd, had he enfur'd 
The pen of writers, and the mufe fecurtk 
On Agamemnon Homer wreaths beftows, 
And paints the Trojans vanquiih'd by their foes ; 
Tells how Penelope, amidft the train 195 

Of lawlefs fuitors* could her faith maintain : 
But would you fee the truth no more conceal'd, 
Who knows but thus the tale might ftand reveaPd, 
That Greece was routed, Troy the conqueft gained, 
And that Penelope her nuptials ftain'd ? 200 

words into the mouth of an evangeli/}, but whether they will 
pafs for gofpel now I cannot tell. 

Non fu fi fan to» ni benigno Augufto 

Come la tuba di Virgilio fuona, 

L'aver avuto in poefia buon gufto, 

La proferittione iniqua li perdona." 

Dryden, Preface to JEntìò. 

Ver. 193. On Agamemnon Homer wreaths bejìowsy] Mr» 
Warton in his Hiftory of Poetry tells us, that Lydgate blames 
Homer, u notwithftanding all his rhetoric and fugred elo- 
quence, as a prejudiced writer who favours the Greejcs ;" a 
cenfure which flowed from the favourite and prevailing no- 
tion held by the weftern nations, of their defcent from the 
Trojans. Dion of Prafa, an hiftorian, took great pains to 
fhew that Homer had falftfied the truth, and that Achilles 
was flain by He£tor, and the Greeks vanquilhed. 

Hear 
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Hear too what fate unhappy Dido found, 

Dido with truth and every virtue crown'd : 

But (he, fince Maro was her foe, has left 

A name of chaftity and truth bereft. 

Be not furpriz'd if on this theme I dwell, 105 

And warmly fpeak of what I feel fo well. 

To writers every debt of love I owe, 

Myfelf a writer in your world below. 

Above my peers I gain'd fuch honour'd grace, 

No death lhall end it, and no time deface ; 210 

And every grateful thought tohim is ow'd, 

To holy Christ, whofe hand fuch gifts beftow'd. 

But 

Ver. 201. Hear too what fati unhappy Dido found,] Tro- 
gus Aufonius, and Marceli us, as likewife Petrarch, affirm 
that Dido, whofe proper name was Eliza, killed herfelf that 
fhe might not become the wife of Iarbas, king of Maurita- 
nia, to which union (he was ftrongly preffed by her fub- 
jeds. An old Greek epigram is extant, in which fhe is 
made to complain of the Mufes for inciting Virgil to write 
againft her chaftity. It is a certain fad, that (he lived long 
before iEneas is (aid to have left Troy ; which Petrarch feti 
forth in his Triumph of Chaftity. Porcacchi ; 

E vegghio Dido 
Ch'amor pio del fuo fpofo a morte fpinfo, 
Non quel d'Enea, com' è publico grido. 

Dido, who loyal to ber confort, fell 
Not for iEneas' love, as lying legends tell. 
Mr. Hayley, in his ioftruftive and entertaining notes to 
his poem on epic poetry, fpeaking of her ftory given by the 

Spanifh 
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But wretched thofe, in hours of grief expos'd. 

On whom the gates of courtefy are clos'd ; 

Who with pale want and famine on their cheek, 215 

By night or day in vain an entrance ieek ! 

And hence (th* unpleafmg fubjeft to purfuc) 

Few are the poets as the patrons few ; 

Since favage beafts from that rode climate fly, 

Whofe barren fands nor fhade nor food fupply* 220 

So fpoke, with kindling warmth, the bleffed fire, 
While either eye-ball flafh'd with heavenly fire, 
Till, turning to the duke, his fpeech he clos'd, 
And in a fmile benign his looks compos'd. 

Thus they : but let us now Aftolpho leave 225 
With him from whom mankind redeem'd receive 
The gofpel truth, while from the lunar fteep • 
To lower worlds 1 meditate a leap, 
A leap from Heaven to earth — nor can I more 
Self-pois'd aloft on weary pinions foar. 230 

Spanifh poet Ercilla, fays, €t I mud obferve, that many 
bards of his country have confidered it as a point of honour 
to defend the reputation of this injured lady, and to attack 
Virgil, with a kind of poetical Quixotifm, for having flan- 
dered the chaftity of fo fpotlefs a heroine." He afterwards 
gives us the words of Ercilla at the conclufion of his ac- 
count of Dido. " This is the true and genuine ftory of the 
famous defamed Dido, whofe moft honoured memory has 
been belied by the inconfiderate Virgil, to embellifh his poe- 
tical fiaions." Notes to the Third Epiftle. 

The 
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The ftrain to her I turn, whofc gentle heart 
Was pierc'd by jealoufy's envenom'd dart; 
Whom late I left, when in fucceeding jouft 
Three kings, by turns, flie humbled in the dufL 
At night a caftle, on the way, reliev'd 235 

Her wandering courfe, where tidings flie receiv'd 
That Agramant with all his numerous bands 
In camp was routed by her brother's hands ; 
That Arli's walls he fought, and well flie knew 
That there Rogero with his king withdrew. 240 
Soon as the firft grey light in Heaven appear'd, 
To rich Provence the dame her journey fteer'd ; 
For thither (fpread the fame) his conquering crew 
King Charles had led, the vanquifli'd to purfue. 

Now near the camp a lonely fair flie met; 245 
Sighs heav'd her bread, her eyes with tears were wet * 
Noble her mien — lo ! this was flie who won 
The manly heart of Monodantes' fon ; 
Who from the bridge beheld her lover's fall, 
And left him Rodomont's unhappy thrall : 250 

A knight Ihe fought whofe dauntlefs foul could bravo 
The narrow pafs above 3 below, the rapid wave. 

Soon as Rogero's valiant maid diftrefs'd 
Beheld a dame no lefs by grief opprefs'd, 

Ver. 231. Thejìraìn to her I turn, — ] See Book xxxiii. 
vfer. 555. He refumes the narrative of Aftolpho, Book 
xxxviii. ver. 180. 

With 
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With courteous greeting fbe befought to know 255 
What fecret caufe had wrought the ftranger's woe, • 
Her Flordelis beheld, aad at the fight 
Believ'd in her fhe found the wifh'd-for knight; 
And now defcrib'd the dangerous bridge and flood* 
Where Algiers' king againft all (frangersi flood ; 260 
How from his feat her haplefs lord he threw a 
Not that th' infulting Pagan better knew 
The ufe of arms, but that with craft apply'd* 
He to his Vantage us'd the bridge and tide. 

If thou, O warrior ! (faid the weeping fair) 265 
Art brave and courteous as thy looks declare, 
For Heaven's dear fake on him thy valour turn, 
Through whom I thus my lord, my champion mourn. 
Or teach me yi what near or diftant land 
To meet with one yon Pagan to withftand ; $70 
A knight whofe courage can my foe affail, 
That little fhall his bridge and ftream avail. 
Not only lhalt thou aft as fuits the right 
Of chivalry, and fits a wandering knight 5 
But more — thy valour fhall the caufe maintain 275 
Of one, the trueft of L-ove's faithful train. 
How fhall I all his other virtues tell, 
Such numerous virtue» that his fex excel ? 
Who own not thefe, mufl: breafts unfeeling prove, 
Which neither faith can touch, nor worth can move. 

The 



/ 



B. XXXV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. z& 

The generous maid, whofe mind no little weighs 
Whate'er may lead to fame and martial praife, 
Heart-broken with her grief, in anguifli dares 
Danger and death, and for th' attempt prepares. 
She thinks no fortune to her arms can give a8$ 
Her dear Rpgero back, and loaths to live. 

Fair love-lorn ftranger (Bradamant replies) 
Such as I am, this arm thy foe defies. 
Thou fpéak'ft thy lover loyal to his vows, 
When truth to few fo high a praife allows ; a jo 
'Till now I deem'd who dar'd in man to truft, 
Would find in love all perjur'd and unjuft. 

Thus fhe 5 and as the latter words fixe fpoke, 
A figh fpontaneous from her bofom broke. 
Lead on — fhe cry'd $ and with th' enfuing day 2^5 
They view'd the fatal ftream and dangerous way ; 
There foon difeover'd by the watch, who ftood 
To warn his lord what ftrangers reach'd the flood* 
The horn is blown ; the Pagan, arm'd with fpeed* 
Stands on the fhore oppos'd with fpear and fteed : 300 
He guards the pafs, and when the dame he fpLes, 
Dsnouaces inftant death with threatening cries, 
Unlefs {he yields, t' avert her threaten'd doom, 
Her horfe and armour offer'd at the tomb. 
But Bradamant, before inftru&ed well, 305 

Who heard fair Flordelis th' adventure tell, 

How 
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How by his fury Ifabella dy'd, 
Thus to the haughty Saracen reply'd. 

Why, wretch ! fhould thofe who ne'er partook thy 
guilt, 
Be punifh'd for the blood thy rage has fpilt ? 310 
By thee lhe fell — thy life fhould here atone 
That impious deed through every region known. 
Thy life were here a better viótim paid 
In juft oblation to her virgin fhade : 
More grateful far than all the trophies won 315 
.From lucklefs knights that on this bridge have 

run : 
Her ghoft 4 would prize the vengeance beft, that 

came 
From one, who bears like her, a woman's name : 
A woman fee- — but ere in jouft we meet, 
On equal terms together let us treat : 320 

Shouldft thou in fight prevail, my fate with thofe 
Already taken at thy will difpofe. 
But (as I deem) on me (hould conqueft light, 
Thy horfe, thy armour, fhall be mine of right : 
My hand fhall yonder arms and mail difplace, 325 
And, in their ftead, (hall thine the marble grace : 
Thy prifoners (hall be mine.— 'Tis juft (reply'd 
Stern Rodomont) nor is thy claim deny'd. 

4 But 
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But (hould'ft thou yiri, I (hall not yet rcftorc 
The knights, my captives, late in yonder tpwer, 
Since thefe are fent to Afric's diftant (hore. 33] 
But here I fwear, fhouldft thou thy feat retain 
By fome ftrange chance, and J unhors'd remain, 
Each captive (hall be freed, by our commancj 
Difpatch'd in meflage fwift to Afric'3 land, 335 
But (hould'ft thou fall when we in fight contend, 
(As furely thus the conteft foon muft end) 
Thou fhalt not leave thy arms, nor (hall thy name 
Grav'd on the marble thy defeat proclaim : 
To that feir face, bright locks, and fparkling eyes, 
Already vanquifti'd, I refign my prize. 341 

Thine be the day — fo may'ft thou but remove 
Each angry thought, and change thy hate to love : 
Such is my ftrength, my courage, known to all, 
Thou need'ft not deem it (hame by me to fall. 345 

The virgin fmil'd, but fternly fmiling (haw'd 
A generous wrath that in her features glow'd, 
Nor to the Pagan aught reply'd again, 
But turning to the bridge her courfer's rein, 
Urg'd all his fpeed, while in her hand (he bore 350 
The lance of gold to charge the furious Moor. 
Fierce Rodomont prepar'd the jouft to meet, 
Itepid he came : beneath their courfers' feet 

Vol, IV. R The 
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The tough bridge {hook, while many an ear aroun4 
At diftance trembled with the deafening found, $$$ 
The golden lance its wonted virtue held, 
And he* whofe arm fo oft his foes had quell *d. 
Swift on the bridge was tumbled from his feat, 
His head laid low, high rais'd his quivering feet, 
Scarce could the virgin, as the warrior lay, 360 
Speed p'er the narrow pafs her courfer's way ; 
Great was her rifle ; a ftep but fwerv'd afide 
Had plung'd her headlong in the fubjeft tide* 
But Rabican fo light, fo fteady came, 
(That wondrous co^rfer bred of air and flame) 36 § 
Along th' extremeft verge he fped fo faft, 
That on a fword's iharp edge his feet had fafely paft, 
Then to the Pagan king, fupinely fpread, 
She turn'd, and thus in fportive humour faid : 
Behold who now has loft«~fee whither tends 370 
Thy empty boaft, and how the conteft ends ! 
Foil'd b/ a woman's hand, without reply, 
Depriy'd of fenfe, the Pagan feem'd to lie. 
Till flowly riling, with deje&cd look, 
A few (hort fteps with filent gaze he took, 375 

Then fudden from his limbs the* armour drew, 
s^And fill'd with rage againft tlie marblp threw ; 

Alone* 



J 



} 



B,XXXV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 243 

Alone, on foot) he haften'd from the place 

(The fcene detefted of his foul difgrace) 

But ere he went, he gave a fquire in charge 380 

(As late he vow'd) to fet the knights at large 

To Afric fent : No more of hfcn we tell, 

Save that departing thence he turn'd to dwell 

From living haunts in fome fequefter'd cell. 

Meantime againft the monumental ftone, 385 
The Pagan's mail, by law of arms .her own, 
Aloft the virgin hung ; but thence remov'd 
Each Chriftian's armour that the jouft had prov'd, 
(Known by their names infcrib'd) that left, the train 
Of Charles's court; the reft flie let remain 390 
Her trophies plac'd t' adorn the virgin-fane. 
Befide the arms of Monodantes' fon, 
With Sahfonetto's, Olivero's (hone; 
Who, while Aglante's noble prince they fought, 
Their path purfuing, to the bridge were brought, 
And, here made captive by the Pagan's hand, 396 
In haplefs exile fent to Afric's land : 
Their arms, which now the lofty ftru Aure bore, 
The dame remov'd and plac'd within the tower. 

Ver. 384. From living haunts— ■] Rodomont appears no 
piore till Book xlvi. ver. 794. 
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All other harnefs won, the conquer'd fpoil 400 

From Pagan knights, fhe left to deck the pile. 
There hung the monarch's arms who fought in 

vain, 
With length of peril, Frontalet to gain ; 
Thofe arms, which late Circaffia's monarch wore, 
Who wandering many a plain and mountain o'er, 
By evil chance to lofe his fteed arriv'd, 405 

And travell'd thence of horfe and arms depriy'd. 
Thus every warrior of the Pagan crew 
^ Difmifs'd, with freedom from the pafs withdrew : 
But fliame forbade Circaffia's king's return, 41 q 
To rifle amid the camp opprobrious fcorn, 
Fpr honour fully'd, arms and courfer loft, 
Difgrace ill-fuited to his frequent boaft. 
And now defire rekindled in his bread 
To feek the damfel, who his foul poffefs'd, 415 

Who (fame had told) her native country fought : 
Hence, as the power of fond affeftion wrought^ 

Ver. 404. Thofe arms, which late CircaJJia' s monarch wore>] 
The laft time we heard of Sacripant was in Book xxvii. 
ver. 837* where he was faid to purfue Redotnont, in order 
to recover from him his horfe Frontaletto (or Frontino) 
and where the poet mentioned his being afterwards made 
jprifoner by Jtodomoflt» , 

While 



^.A 



I 

B.XXXV. ORLANDO FURIOSO. a 4 $ 

While he purfues with fpced the flying fair* 
To Amon's daughter let the Mufe repair. 

Each Chriftian name eras'd, the martial maid, 4*0 
In words new graven on the tomb, diiplay'd 
To every palling eye her glorious deed, 
The knight difmounted and the paffage freed $ 
Then turn'd to Flordelis, whofe heart was fill'd 
With tender grief, whofe eyes big tears diftill'd, 425 
And afk'd her purpos'd way : The dame replies : 
To Arli, where the Pagan army lies : 
Companions there I feek, there hope to find 
A bark for Afric with a favouring wind : 
Ne'er Will I reft till to thefe arms reftor'd, 430 

Thefe eyes behold my hufband and my lord : 
Nor fliall he long in cruel prifon live, 
Though treacherous Rodomont fhould falfely give 
His promife to deceive thyfelf and me : 
All Ihall be try'd to fet my confort free. 435 

Behold me ready (faid the martial fair) 
With thee each peril of the way to (hare 
Till Arli we behold, where, for my fake, 
Within her walls thy entrance fhalt thou make ; 

Ver. 419. To Jmon's daughter — ] We hear no more of 
Sacripant in the courfe of the poem: 

R 3 There 
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There feek Rogero, fam'd through every land, 440 
Lov'd of his king o'er all the martial band : 
Thy gift on him this courfer muft beftow, 
From which I late o'erthrew our haughty foe : 
Then fhalt thou fay—" The knight from whom I 
c^me 444 

« Dares, to the world thy breach of faith proclaim ; 
x " To thee this fteed he fends, and bids thee brace 
cc Thy arms, his force on yonder plain to face/* 
Here end thy fpeech ; but fhould he further try 
To learn my name, be this thy fole reply : 
" Unknown to me the knight whofe words I bearV* 
Thus fhe — and thus return'd the grateful fair: 451 
What danger (generous warrior !) for thy fake 
Shall I decline, what toil refufe to take ? 
My life is thine — Not lefs than life fhe owes 
To thee, who could for her thy own expofe»— . 455 
Good Bradamant returns in courteous ftrain, 
And to her hand commits Frontino's rein. 
Along the margin of the winding flood 
Thefe beauteous dames their eager way purfu'd, 
Till Arli they beheld, and heard the roar 460 

Of billows breaking on the neighbouring fhore. 
Here Bradamant her courfer check'd, to wait 
Herfelf at diftance from the city's gate, 

9 Till 
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Till Flordclis to Arti fliould repair, 

And to the noble youth his courier bear. 46 £ 

The barrier now attain'd, the gentle dame 

The draw-bridge pafs'd, and to the portal came : 

The knight (he found, perform'd her tafk enjoin'd, 

And good Frontino to his hand confign'd. 

Her menage done, no longer would flie ftay, 470 

But to the port purfu'd her eager way. 

Perplex'd Rogero flood, his mind confus'd, 
On this, on that, in vain alternate mus'd :' 
What knight could fuch myfterious challenge fend, 
With gifts to court him, and- with arms offend? 475 
He knows not who the combat thus may claim, 
Or dare for wrong fuftain'd attaint his name : 
Yet no fiifpicion ere could raifc a thought 
That Bradamant fuch charge again!! him brought. 
Sometimes he deem'd of all the warrior crew 480 
The knight was Rodomont, nor yet he knew 
What caufe on him the Sarzan's anger drew. 
Yet, him except, through all the world remain'd 
No fingle chief with whom he ftrife maintain'd. 

Meanwhile Dordona's dame, in generous fcorn, 

To claim the combat, blows her founding horn. 486 

Ver. 471. But to the fort purfu'd—] He returns to Flor- 
dclis, Book x$xix. ver. 299. 

R 4 Now 
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Now Agramant, and now Marfilius heard 
That near the walls fonte champion ftrangc appear'd* 
With thefe, as chance befel, a gallant knight, 
Call'd Serpentino, ftood, who for the fight 490 

Requefted leave to arm, and vow'd to bring 
That bold unknown in bonds before the king. 
Soon fpreading rumour to the ramparts drew 
Each fex and every age, the field to view : 
Not feeble years, nor childhood ftay'd, but all 495 
Alike impatient throng'd to line the wall. 
With radiant arms, and rich embroider'd veft, 
King Serpentino of the ftar addrefs'd 
His dauntlefs courfe, and entering on the jòuff, 
The firft encounter ftretch'd him in the duft. 500 
The courteous dame purfu'd, and by the reins 
Secur'd his fteed, that ftartled fled the plains ; 
Him to the Saracen her hand reftor'd : 
Refume thy feat (fhe cry'd) and bid thy lord 
Seleft another warrior from his band 505 

Who better may in arms my force withftand. 

The king of Afric law with wide furvey, 
Amidft his train, the fortune of the day : 
Behold (th' enraptured prince exclaim'd aloud, , 
In accents heard by all the Pagan crowd) 510 

Yon 
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Yon gallant chief a vi&or's right forego, 
And from the plain difmifs his vanquifh'd foe ! 
He faid ; when Serpentino prefent ftands, 
And, in her name, a braver knight demands. 
Grandonio of Vol terna next appears, $ 1 $ 

Na lord of Spain his creft fo proudly rears $ 
With leave obtained the fecond courfe %q try. 
He iflues forth the ftranger to defy. 
Then he — thy courtefy avails thee nought. 
When thou in bonds before our fovereign brought 
Shalt wait his nod, or by niy weapon (lain 511 

Here ftretch thy length on this contefted plain. 
Think not my foul (the noble maid reply'd) 
Shall quit her purpofe for the threats of pride : 
I warn thee to retire, ere vanquifh'd here $$$ 

Thy batter'd limbs confefs my ftronger fpear. 
Return, return — and to thy king declare, 
'Tis not for fuch as thee thefe arms I bear : 
But hither am I come to meet in fight 
Some warrior that deferves a warrior's might. 530 

Thefe bitter words, in taunting vein addreft, 
With burning wrath inflam'd the Pagan's bread: : 
He nought reply'd, but reining round his deed 
Againft the virgin urg'd his fiery fpeed* 

Prepar'd 
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Prepar'd to jouft, her golden lance (he held, 535 
And Rabican to meet his rage impell'd ; 
When fcarce the fatal fpear had touch'd his flueld, 
With fpurning heels aloft he prefs'd the field. 
The noble championefs his courier ftay'd : 
Confefs that juftly I foretold (fhe faid) ' 540 

Thy tongue might better far my mefiage bear, 
Than in the lift thy arm my weapon dare. 
Go then—- and in my name thy king entreat 
To chufe a knight that may my challenge meet 
On better terms ; nor let me toil in vain 545 

With thofe that knightly fame fo ill fuftain. 

The gazers from the walls, who wifli'd to* tell 
What brave unknown had kept the feat fo well, 
RecalPd to mind each chief, that oft in field 
Midft rummer's heat their blood with fear conge al'd. 
To Brandimart fome gave the champion's claim, 551 
But to Rinaldo more afcrib'd his fame: 
Orlando moft had deem'd, but well they knew 
Mis ftate, that tears from every hearer drew. 

The third in turn, Lanfufa's fon *, apply'd 555 

To run the courfe -, with little hope (he cry'd) 

To win the palm, but, falling, that his fhame 

Might with his friends unhors'd partake the blame, 

• • Ferrau. 

And 
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And furnifh'd now with all that warriors need 

In lifted fight, he mounts a fiery fteed> $6* 

Led from a thoufand which his ftalls contain. 

For fwiftnefs priz'd and fteady to the rein. 

He iffues forth, but ere in jouft he meets, 

The virgin him, and he the virgin greets : 

Then fhe — If this thou feek'ft not to conceal, 565 

To me in courtefy thy name reveal. 

To her requeft Ferrau in full reply'd, 

Who féldom fought himfelf or deeds to hide. 

Thy pròffer'd jouft I take (rejoin'd the dame) 

Though here to prove another knight I came. 570 

What knight ? return'd Ferrau— to whom the maid 

Rogero cry'd — and fcarce the word fhe faid, 

When o'er her face the mantling colour flew 

And dy'd her lovely cheeks to crimfon hue. 

She thus purfu'd— *That warrior's fame in arms 575 

My beating breaft tf ith emulation warms : 

pager I burn with him in field to wage 

The fingle fight and face to face engage. 

Simply fhe fpoke, what feme malicious mind 

May turn far other than the maid defign'd. 580 

Ver. 579. Simply Jb$ fpoki* — ] Aninftance, amongftmany 
others, of thofe ludicrous turns interfperfed through the < 
poem, for which Lavezuola, the Italian critic, in his com- 
ment on this place, in general condemns the author. 

To 
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To her Ferrau— Be firft our conflift try'd, 
The prize of ftrength between us firft decide : 
Then, fhould I fall, as fell my peers before j 
To heal the chance of this difaftrous hour, 
That gentle knight fhall enter next the courfe, 585 
With whom thou long'ft at tilt to prove thy force. 
As thus they parlying flood, her helm unclos'd, 
Her vifage to the wondering gaze exposed ; 
And while Ferrau thofe angel features view'd, 
His heart confefs'd him more than half fubdu'd. 590 
Then to himfelf— A form I fure behold 
From Paradife, not bred of mortal mould ; 
And fhould I fail in jouft the lance to meet, , 
Thofe conquering eyes have wrought my fure defeat- 
Each meafur'd now the ground, when, like the 
reft, $ 9S 

Ferrau o'erthrown the earth indignant prefs'd. 
For him his courfer Bradamant detain'd : 
Return (fhe cry'd) and be my wifh explain'd ' 
To yonder knight. Ferrau abafh'd withdrew, 
And fought Rogero 'midft the courtly crew 1 600 
Before king Agramant the meflage told, 
That him to jouft defy'd the champion bold. 
Rogero, while as yet he little thought 
What unknown knight with him the combat fought, 

As 
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As fure of conqueft, with a fcarlefs air 605 

Bade all his armour for the field prepare : 
Still glow'd his courage, though fo late he view'd 
Three warriors by a fingle fpear fubdu'd. 

But how he arm'd, how iffu'd to the fight, 
And what enfu'd, hereafter I recite, 610 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

While Rogero is preparing to leave the walls of Arli to 
anfwer the challenge of Bradamant, Marphifa meets her» 
and is unhorfed. Diftrefs of Rogero. Skirmifb between 
the Chriftian and Pagan forces. Rogero entreats a parly 
with Bradamant, and both the lovers retire from the field 
of battle into a grove. Marphifa, impatient to revenge 
her fall on Bradamant, purfues them. Battle between 
Bradamant and Marphifa. Rogero attempts to part them, 
and is attacked by Marphifa. Their combat is broken off 
by a fupernatural event, followed by an unexpected dis- 
covery. 
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A NOBLE heart by noble deeds is known, 
-* ^ Sway'd by no change, no di&ates but its own $ 
In every lore of courtefy refin'd, 
Where habit ftamps what virtue had enjoin'd. 

Ver. i. A noble heart by noble deeds is known^] Spenfer f 
the great admirer arid imitator of our author, borrows this 
fentiment in his Fairy Queen : 

True is, that whilom that good poet faid 9 
The gentle mind by gentle deeds is known : 
For man by nothing is fo well bewray'd 
' As by his manners ; in which plain is fliown 
Of what degree and what race he is grown. 

Book vi. c. iii. ft. i; 
Again, 

Like as a gentle heart itfelf bewrays 

In doing gentle deeds with frank delight. 

Book vi. e. vii. ft. x. 

Vol. IV. S No* 
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Not lcfs the heart, which vice polluting ftains, 5 

At every turn its wretched bent maintains. 

Where natQre warp'd an evil habit takes, 

And favour'd he fuch habit who forfakes. 

The times of old fupply'd a martial race, 

Not lefs endu'd with every gentle grace : 10 

Few boafts the modern page j fince there we find 

Each outrage that debafes human kind. 

As when, Hippolito, thy arm divine 

With conquer'd enfigns deck'd each hallow'd (brine, 

That arm, which from the port their gallies bore 1 5 

With fpoils encumber'd to thy native Ihore: 

! then what dreadful fcenes of carnage fpread, 
As where, to deeds of favage fury bred, 
Moors, Turks, and Tartars round them heap the I 

dead ! 

Yet think not Venice could partake the guilt io 
Of hireling bands, and blood unjuftly fpilt. 

1 fpeak not here of flames, whofe torrents pour'd 
From ftr;eet ito ftreet, whole fumptuous piles de- 

vour*d : 

Ver. 13. Ài when* Hippolito^ thy arm divine] In the Notes 
on the iiid Book, an account was given of this vidory 
gained over the Venetians in the Po, in which Cardinal 
Hippolito took feventy enfigns from the enemy, which he 
afterwards caufed to be fixed up in the great church of Fer- 
rara, PORCACCHI. 

Though 
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Though fuch a lavage vengeance muft proclaim 
The worft of infults to thy better fame : 25 

For when proud Padua's turrets fliook with fear, 
And, join'd with Caefar, flam'd thy dreadful fpear, 
Thy voice humane forbade the fires to rife, 
And ftopp'd the blaze when burfting to the Ikies ; 
While towns and cities by thy pity fpar'd, 30 

Thy inborn worth to either hoft declared. 
Yet thefe, nor all their favage fury wrought, 
Deeds never harbour'd in the courteous thought. 
So touch my breaft as one heart-rending woe, 
Which rocks might weep, could rocks companion 
know $ 35 

Ver. 26. For when proud Fidua's turrets — ] Andrea 
Gritti, after he was doge, recovered Padua from the hands 
of the emperor Maximilian ; who, difturbed at the lofs of 
fo important a place, came from Germany with an army to 
retake it ; and arriving in Italy, he was joined by the Franks, 
Spaniards, and the forces of the Pope; fo that when he en- 
camped at Padua, he found himfelf at the head of a vaft 
army : among others who came to his aJSftance was Cardi- 
nal Hippolito de Efte, who feeing the wanton cruelty of the 
Imperialifts, with difficulty reftrained them from committing 
many ads of violence, and particularly prevented the de- 
ftru&ion of many neighbouring towns,*nd of the edifices at 
Padua. Porcacchi. 

S 2 When 
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When you, great prince, your noble offspring fent 

To where the foes, in guarded fortrefs pent, 

Fled from their lhips, and where in dread they lay 

To wait th' event of that ill-omen'd day, 

As dauntlefs Hettor and TEneas ftrodc 40 

To burn the Grecian lhips that brav'd the flood \ 

Like Hercules and Alexander go 

The friendly pair> their hearts too boldly glow, 

They leap the trench, and rufh amidft the foe. 

Too far advanc'd, the fecond fcarce regain'd 45 

His focial band ; the foe the firft detained. 

Feruffin fcap'd, behind Cantelmo ftay'd — 

O Sora's duke ! what pangs muft then invade 

Thy wretched breaft, when from thy generous fon 

His helm unlac'd, a thoufand fwords on one, 50 

Thou tò the veflel faw'ft thy darling led, 

And fever'd from the trunk Kis beauteous head ! 

Ver. 364 Whin you, gnat prince ,— «J In this war, amongft 
many gallant warriors, with the Cardinal, were Hercules 
Cantelmo, fon of the duke of Sora, and Alexander Feruf- 
iino: thefe two raflily attacking the enemy, Hercules was 
made prifoner, and condemned by the Venetians to lofe his 
head, as one who, being in their fervice, had attached him- 
self to^tbe Ferrarefe : the fentence paffed on him was exe- 
cuted in the prefence of his father. Feruffino feeing Can- 
telmo taken, made his efcape with difficulty to his own peo- 
ple. . Eugenico. 

Why, 
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Why, when the cruel edge his blood could fpill, 
Did not fuch fight the wretched father kill ? 
Say, curs'd Sclavonian, from what favage bands 55 
Brought'ft thou the trade of war ? Did Scythia's hands 
E'er fhed a captive's blood, who freely gave 
His yielded arms his forfeit life to fave? 
Was this thy plea to murder him who Ihone 
His country's brave fupport ? O powerful fun ! 6q 
Withdraw thy beams from this remorfelefs age, 
Where all like Atreus, like Thyeftes rage. 
Thy favage foul, barbarian ! could deftroy * 
The foldier's early hope, the nation's joy J 
Whofp fame no chief from pole to pole outfhines, 
prom IncUari fhores to where the day declines. 6G 
Not thofe who make the flelh pf mqn their food, 
Not eyelefs Pqlypheme's inhuman brqod, 
But toucfr'd with pity had that; grace confefs'd, 
That grace and youth to melt an iron breaft : 70 
Thou, only thou, coukTft harm that angel face, ' 
Than Leftrigons more fell, or Cyclops' hideous race. 
Not fuch example .ancient times can fhow ; 
Each vanquifh'd chief then met a generous foe j 
j£ach warrior then was train'd in courteous lore s 75 
The battle ended, (laughter r^g'4 no more. 

S 3 Unconn 
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Unconquer'd Bradamant, who fmotc the fhield 
Of each brave knight, and ftretch'd them on the field, 
from her falFn foe withheld her bloody fword, 
And every courfer to his lord reftor'd. 80 

This warlike virgin (as we fung before) 
To earth the gallant Serpentino bore,* 
Knight of the ftar ; next by her noble hand 
Grandonio of Volterna prefs'd the land ; 
And laft Ferrau : then rifing from his fall, 8 $ 

Each rein'dhis fteed, and turn'd to Arli's wall : 
The third her challenge bore, and call'd the knight, 
Rogero once belov'd, to mortal fight ; 
As 'midft the peers he ftood, where all deceiv'd 
By outward deeds, the maid a knight believed. 90 

Rogero, who the bold defiance hears, 
Demands his arms, while in his look appears 
A noble warmth : in fight of Afric's lord, 
While thus he arms, the chiefs, with one accord, 
Again enquired what warrior could fo well 95 

With refted fpear in fingle fight excel ; 
And afkM Ferrau^^sdio with him lately drew 
To near difcourfe, if he the ftranger knew. 
Securely reft (Lanfufa's fon rejoined) 
flfo tongue has yet this pride of Mars divinM 100 

To 
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"To jne he feem'd, as firft his face^ I view'd, 
Amon's young hope* but when the jouft enfu'd f 
And fliow'd his prowefs in the manly courfe, 
Not fuch I knew was Richardetto's force : 
His fitter hence yon knight unknown I deem, 105 
Whofe femblant features Richardetto feem. 
Brave as Rinaldo lives her fair report, 
Brave as each Paladin of Gallia's court ; 
But fure, by this day's proof, her arm in fight 
Tranfcends her brethren's and her kinfmen's might. 
, When this Rogero heard, the deepening red 1 1 1 
Of morning blufh his confeious cheeks o'erfpread ; 
A fudden tremor feiz'd his beating heart, 
Swift through his vitals flew the amorous dart : 
He glows; — he burns — and now as fear aflails, 115 
Through all his bones an icy cold prevails : 
He dreads fome new-born anger has fupprefs'd 
The love that once her gentle foul pofiefs'd ; 
Divided thoughts by turns his bofom fway, 
He doubts to go, nor yet refolves to ft^y. 1 20 

Meantime Marphifa, breathing martial fires, I 

There prefent ftands, and to the jouft afpires ; 
All clad in fteel ; for feldom day or night 
She flood without her mail and corflct bright. 

S 4 $h* 



a64 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXXVI. 

She fees Rogero arm, and fears to yield 125 

To him the foremoft honours of the field; 
Should firft the warrior iflue to the plain, 
And with preventive fpeed the palm obtain. 
Her fteed fhe takes, and vaulting in the feat. 
Impatient fpurs th* expecting fair to meet, 130 

Who waits with beating heart Rogero's fight, 
In hopes to hold in bonds her faithlefs knight ; 
While oft fhe ponders where the lance to bend, 
That leaft in combat might the youth offend. 

Now from the portal fierce Marphifa prefs'd, 13$ 
The phoenix towering on her radiant creft, 
To prove that fhe, above each martial name, 
Shone thè fole phoenix in the field of fame 5 
Or boaft her chafte defign to lead a life 
Eftrang'd from love and all the joys of wife. 14a 
On her brave Amon's daughter bent her view -, 
But when no femblance of her knight fhe knew, 
Her name fhe fought ; her name difclos'd the maid 
With whom Rogero had his faith betray'd j 
Or rather her, whom, by report deceiv'd, 145 

She now the partner of his heart beljev'd : 

Ver. 136. Thi phoenix fuming—] In Boyardo the crcft 
of Marphifa is a dragon. 

Her 
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Her whom fhe loath'd*, on whom (he burn'd to prove 
The vengeance due to wrongs of flighted love. 
Her fteed flie turn'd, again with fury wheel'd, 
Nor fought to hurl Marphifa on the field, 150 

But through her breaft to drive the thrilling fpear, 
And free her own from every jealous fear. 

CompelPd Marphifa from her feat was thrown, 
To try if flinty rock or yielding down 
Receiv'd her fall s at fuch a chance unthought, 155 
What rage her fiery foul to madnefs wrought ! 
Scarce rifing from the ground, her fword (he drew, 
And for revenge againll: her viótor flew; 
When Amon's daughter, with indignant priàe— » 
Thou art my prifoner ! yield thy arms (fhe cry'd) ; 
Think not on thee, Marphifa, I'll beftow 161 

The grace I lately fhow'd each vanquifh'd foe ; 
On thee, whofe deeds thy vicious foul proclaim, 
Reproach and fcandal to the female name ! 
At this Marphifa foam'd, as 'mid the waves 16$ 
Around fome rock the wind indignant raves: 
She ftrives to fpeak $ but rage her voice confounds, 
And her lips mutter undiftinguifh'd founds. , 
She whirls her fword 5 and while lhe aims to ftrike, 
On fteed and rider aims her ftrokes alike. 170 

But 
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But Bradamant her courier by the rein 

Swift wheeling round, with wrath and fell difdain 

Again her fpear impell'd — her fpcar anew 

Marphifa backward on the fand o'erthrew. 

Once more from earth arofe the wrathful maid,* 175 

Once more for vengeance grafp'd her beamy blade. 

Again her weapon Bradamant extends, 

Again Marphifa to the ground fhe fends. 

Yet deem not, though her fame fo high was held, 

Her ftrcngth fo far Marphifa's ftrength excdl'd, 1 8<y 

That every ftroke had thus the maid o'erthrown, 

But that the lance retain'd a fpell unknown. 

Meantime a band of chriftian warriors, near 
Encamp'd to where with brandifh'd fwcfrd and fpear 
Thefe heroines rag'd, beheld with wondering fight 
Th* exalted prowefs of their country knight: 18$ 
Nor other, by his mien and arms they knew, 
But for fomc warrior of the Chriftian crew. 
When now Troyanov generous fon furvey'd 
The Chriftians bending tow'rds th' extended (hade 
Of Arli's walls j ftill cautious to provide 197 

For every ill or chance that might betide ; 
Without the gates he bids a fquadron go, 
And arm'd attend the motions of the foe. 

With 
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With thefc Rogcro came, who late prepar'-d 195 
To meet the tilt which firft Marphifa dar'd* 
Th* enamour'd youth beheld with eameft look 
The virgins meet, his heart with terror (hook ; 
He fliook with terror for his fool's delight, 
Since well he knew Marphifa's force in fight. 200 
Such were Jbis fears when firft with lance oppos'd 
Each dame on each with mutual fury clos'd 1 
But when the iffue of the jouft he view'd, 
AH motionlefs in wonder rapt he ftood. 
Their wrath, as if the ftrife was then begun, 205 
Rag'd on each fide ; nor here fuffie'd to run 
A fingle courfe, as when the virgin's hand 
Firft ftretch'd the three bold Pagans on the fand. 
Kogero gaz'd, and gaz'd with anxious heart, 
His doubts, his hopes engag'd on either part: aio 
Both dear he held : this love's fierce paflion fir*d j 
And that mild friendfhip's. gentler flame infpir'd. 
Fain would he fee the hated confliót ceafe, 
But honour's laws forbade t' enforce the peace : 
Not fo his comrades thought, who wW they fpy*d 
The fcalcof conqueft on the Chriftian fide, 216 
Refolv'd to part the fray '5 and fudden whed'd 
Their eager fquajlron to difpute the field : 

The 
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The knights of Charles their nearer courfc oppofc, 
And foon in general fight the warriors clofc. 220 
" To arms, to arms ! " is heard on every hand, 
Such cries as daily rous'd each martial band. 
Thefc mount their couriers, thofc their armour take j 
The rattling trumpets to the battle wake 
The trampling horfe; while drums and timbrels 
join i 225 

To fire the foot, and form each deepening line. 
Fierce and more fierce the fkirmifh'd troops engage 
With mutual (laughter and with mutual rage. 
Dordona's valiant dame *, who hop'd in vain 
To fee Marphifa by her weapon flain, . 230 

With wrath beholds her eager vengeance crofs'd, 
And from her hand her hated vi&im loft. 
Now here, now there, with quick exploring eyes 
She feeks Rogero, for whofe fake fhe fighs -, 
And foon flic knows him by his targe reveal'd, 235 
The filver eagle on an azure field ; 
And now, with every tender thought imprefs'd, 
She marks his toell-turnrd limbs, his manly breaft, 
Each grace, each aftion of the youthful knight, 
On which flie oft had gaz'd with fond delight. 240 

* Bradamant, 

But 
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But when her fears fuggeft thefe namelefs charms 

Decreed to blefs a happy rival's arms, 

Furious (he cries — Am I deny'd the blifs, 

When other lips thofe balmy lips may kifs ? 

Ah ! never fure another's fhalt thou prove, 245 

And, fcorning mine, return a rival's love ! 

Rather than fingly by thy hate expire, 

This hand, inhuman, fhall thy life require ; 

If here I lofe thee— death at lcaft fhall join 

Our hearts once more, and make thee ever mine, a Jo 

If by thy fword I fall, thou fure muft go 

A willing viftim to the (hades below ; 

For human laws, and laws divine ordain, 

Who flays another (hall himfelf be (lain. 

Nor can'ft thou murmur here, nor feek to fly 255 

That fate thou juftly meet'ft, unjuftly I : 

I kill but him who feeks my life to take, 

Xhou, cruel, her, who lives but for thy fake. 

Roufe, coward hand, and with a righteous blow 

Lay bare the bofom of thy treacherous foe, a6o 

Whofe looks, in love's diflembled fmiles array'd, 

Have wounded oft to death a helplefs maid ! 

Who now can bid my life's fad period clofe 

Without one pang in pity to my woes I 

Then 
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Then from his impious breaft with generous ire 265 
Exaót that death, thy thoufand deaths require. 

She faid j and to her (teed the fpurs apply'd— . 
Perjur'd Rogero ! guard thy heart ! (fhe cry'd) 
Think not unqueftion'd viótor hence to bear 
The glorious trophies of a maid's defpair ! 270 

Soon as thefe accents reach Rogero's ears, 
In thefe his conforms well-known voice he hears, 
That voice fo deeply on his mind imprefs'd> 
That tongue amidft a thoufand tongues confefs'd. 
He thinks her words conceaFd reproach imply 275 
For fomc imputed crime of deeper dye 
.Than late his promife fail'd; and hence his hand 
He wav'd, a friendly audience to demand* 
And plead his caufe— but fhe with beaver clos'd. 
Her. fpear already in the reft difpos'd, 280 

And threatening ru(h'd to hurl him from his feat, 
Where ho foft turf perchance his limbs might greet. 

When now he faw the furious virgin near, 
Colle&ed in his arms, his ponderous fpear 
He plac'd'in reft, but rais'd the point in air, 285 
Through doubt to wound the lov'd but cruel fair. 
The damc,~who with tinpitying rage inflam'd, 
Againft the knight her fierceft vengeance aim'd, % 
a Now 
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Now feels fome fudden power her wrath difarm, 
Nor dares unhorfe him, nor the warrior harm, 290 
Thus guiltlefs of a ftroke the weapons prove, 
Both turn'd afide : not fo the lance of Love ; 
This in the jouft he drove with matchlèfs art, 
And fix'd the amorous point in either's heart. 
The dame on others from Rogero turn'd 2à< 

The rage that in her jealous bolbm burn'd, 
And 'midft the tumult of the mingled fight, 
Such deeds perform'd as ne'er fhall fet in night. 

Soon with her golden lance to earth (he threw 
Three hundred warriors of the Moorifh crew; 300 
Her fingle arm that day the ranks defae'd, 
Her force that day the flying Pagans chae'd. 
Now here, now there, Rogero cours'd the plain, 
And oft he fought t* accoft the fair in vain 3 
At length they met— And O ! I die (he cry'd) 305 
Yet hear-^nor be my fole requeft deny'd : 
Grant me to (peak— alas! what crime is mine ? 
Why doft thou thus my fpeech, my fight decline ? 

As, when the balmy fouthern wind prevails, 
And Q'er the ocean fweeps with tepid gales, „*3io 

Ver. 305. At length they nut — ] Taffo has * fimilar paf- 
fage, where he defcribes the cafual meeting of Tancred and 
Clorinda in the iiid book, when in like manner he make* 
Tan$rcd folicit a parley with Clorinda, 

Long- 
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Long-frozen dreams diflblve, and mingling flow 
With rocks of ice, and hills of. crafted fnow : 
So when Rinaldo's valiant fiftcr hears 
Thefe few fhort words, and fees her lover's tears, 
Her melting heart relents, and feems no more 315 
That heart which wrath to marble chang'd before. 

The virgin to Rogero nought rcply'd, 
But gor'd with iron heel her courier's fide ; 
And fwiftly turning from the warring band, 
She made a fignal with her beck'ning hand. 320 
Far from the throng (he reach'd a vale, where ftood 
Amidft a verdant plain a cyprefs wood, 
Whofe fable boughs extended o'er the glade 
The folemn honours of coeval (hade. 
In this fequefter'd place, this awful gloom, 325^ 

Of pureft marble rofe a (lately tomb ; 
Where to th* enquiring eye was feen difclos'd 
In fculptur'd vcrfc what body there repos'd : 
But Bradamant, arriv'd, with heedlefs gaze 
Alike the fculpture and the ftone furveys. 330 

Rogero fpurr'd his fteed, and fwiftly came 
In this retreat to join his virgin-dame. 

To brave Marphifa let us turn the drain, 
Who now recovering prefs'd her fteed again, 

And 
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And fought the warlike maid» whole potent thruft 
Had thrice her length extended on the duftj 336 
Whom parting from the fight afar (he view'd, 
And faw Rogero, who her courfe purfu'd ; 
Nor deem'd that love impcll'd the youthful knight, 
But eager warmth to end th' unfinifh'd fight, 340 
With (harpen'd fpur her fiery fteed ihe drove, 
And join'd the lovers, as they reach'd the grove % 
How grateful to the pair her fight muft prove, 
Thofe beft may tell whom equal paflions move. 
But Bradamant was fir'd with rage to view 345 

The hated caufe of all the woes ihe knew ; 
What from her foul this firm belief can fliake, 
She thither came for her Rogero's fake? 

falfe Rogero (once again Ihe cries) 
Perfidious man ! and cquld it not fuffice, 350 
Fame fpeaks thee Bafe> but thou in fell defpite 
Muft bring yon hated gorgon to my fight ! 

1 fee thy wifli, to drive me from thy foul, 
Nor will I more thy cruel wilh control : 
Farewell to light I— but ere I yield my breath, 355 
She firft (ball die, by whom I meet my death. 

Furious Ihe fpoke ; and on Marphifa prefs'd 
With more than viper's venom in her brtttft; 
Voi. IV. T Soon 
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Soon astferfpiafhad ttradfdthe rival-flueld; ! - 
. Back fellMrrphila hdpleft 1 on the field? • '••' 366*. 
Even while- aware, *' oppafe the ftroke fhe haesy- \ 

With heel» retorted tòtfcè radfrmt'fkies, 

And hèhri half funk in earthy the haughty virgin j 
c :: lies/ v - : '-Y -'• 

But Anion's daughter, who^ in frantic moody • •'•* 
Refolv'd tadie ór IhedMarphifo's bloody : : !$6$- 
No more with fpeàr the tronfliét would renerà 
But from Trer hand th' enchanted weapon threw,- 
And leaping from her -fteed her falchion drew; •* 
Furious Ihe rulh-d to lop with trendiant bhufe - -'•'* 
Her head*, haff*buried, from theftrugglihg : maia t ; 
But ere fhe came, Marphifa on the plam • -37* 
Recovered ftood to wage thè figfct -again, . "• - - 

Bnr&g'd to find once more in equal jouft, 
Her fói^r -glories humbled to thedtift e 
With' grief Rager.o views the growing fights 37 5 
In .vain with fearriefr prayers the- gentle knight : 
Would calm their Fouls ; àU peace the dames refufe* 
While «éaéh alike her rfiad revenge purfues, ' » . 
'Now, at'batfjfword 5 thèfe female; warriors élóìfe^ ' 
Near awdmore near they prefsf, each bofom glows- 
With tefl&M -pride ; *«d now- together joined, - $$t< 
Edttfcround her foe a powerful arm has twiriM a * 

They 
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They let their falchions ufelcfs fall to ground, 
And with their daggers aim a fatal wound. 
To both by turns Rogero bends his prayer, 385 
But all his words are loft in ^mpty air. 
Entreaties vain, and every milder art, 
The youth refolves by force their ftrife to part: 
He wrefts the dagger from each ftruggling maid, 
And hurls the weapon in the cyprefs (hade. 390 
Their hands difarm'd, he fteps between their rage, 
With threats to move them, or with prayers afluage; 
In vain— his prayers and threats alike prevail, 
Still burns their wrath, and when their weapons fail, 
They gripe, they fqueeze, they ftrike with fpurning 
heel, 29i 

And with their gauntlets clench'd the tempeft deal : 
Oft by her hand or arm the gentle knight 
Each virgin draws to interrupt the fight; 

Ver. 395. —theyjìrike with fpurning keel,] Perhaps it may 
be thought by fome, that the poet, in this paffage, as in fofné 
others, has rather done violence to his female characters : it 
muft perhaps be acknowledged that the idea is not pleafing j 
but after all, human nature is the fame in every rank of life, 
and there are Situations when extreme paffion levels all dif- 
tinftion; which truth the reader muft often have learnt from 
that great mafter of human manners, Shakefpear. 

T % . Till 
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Till ftcrn Marphifa could no more control 

The fury kindling in her haughty foul, 4pp 

That haughty foul which all the world defpis'd, 

As little now Rogero's friendfhip pqz'd : 

But, leaving Br ad am ant, her fword fhe took, 

Rufti'd on Rogero, and indignant fpoke. 

O ! infolent of mind, difcourteous knight, 405 
UncaU'd to mingle in another's fight ! 
But know this hand thy folly {hall chaftife, 
This hand whofe fingle weapon both defies ! 

Thus fhe : with balm of foothing words addrefs'd 
Rogero (till would touch M arphifa's bread: : 410 
But fuch her rage, no foothing can control 
The ftubborn purpofe of her fiery foul : 
At length, his cheek with kindling anger dy'd, 
The knight unfheaths the falchion from his fide. 
Not Rome or Athens, once with riches crown'd, 415 
Nor wealthier city, through the world renown'd, 
Could on the gazer fuch delight beftow, 
"With dazzling fplcndors of fome public fhow, 
As now, to jealous Bradamant, the fight 
Of deadly ftrife between the dame and knight j 430 
A fight that to her grief furc med'einc prov'd, 
And every pang of cruel doubt remov'd. 

' She 
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She fnatch'd her fword, that on the herbage lay* 
And ftood a glad fpe&atrefs of the fray : 
Rogero in his force, his martial' air, 425 

And matchlefs fkill, (he deem'd the God of war : 
But while like Mars he feem'd, with vengeance fell 
Marphifa look'd a fiend from deepeft hell : 
Yet ftill the generous warrior would reftrain 
His wonted nerve, nor give his wrath the rein : 4J0 
Too well the virtue of his blade he knew, 
That oft, in battle prov'd, fuch numbers flew ; 
That cut its bloody way through toughed; arms, 
Through tempered fteel, or fteel fecur'd with charms ; 
And hence his wary hand declined alike 435 

With thrilling point to thruft, with edge to ftrike. 
At length the virgin aim'd a dreadful blow, 
That rous'd the vengeance of her gentle foe : 
To cleave his head the thundering fteel (he drove ; 
Againft the weapon, hiding from above, 449 

Rogero rais'd his eagle-painted fhield, 
And liay'd the fury on its azure field : 
His eagle held fecure by magic charm, 
But the dire blow benumb'd the warrior's arm, 
And had not He&or's mail the falchion ftay'd, 44 r 
Thro 9 fhield and mail had driven the trenchant bh : : 

T3 ' TIw.c* 
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Thence on his head had fall'n with fwift defcent, 
Nor mifs'd the mark the raging virgin meant. 
Rogero fcarce can 4ift his arm with pain, 
And fcarce his eagle's ponderous orb fuftain. 450 
AH pity fledj his bofom glow'd with kcj 
And either eye-ball flafli'd vindictive fire ! 
Then at full force he whirl'd the pointed fteel, 
111 chance had met her, fuch dire ftroke to feel. 
Some guardian power was near to fave the maid, 
Apd ii\,a cyprefs trunk the erring blade 456 

Stood deep inffc'd, where thickly planted ftood 
Of mournful trees the venerable wood. 
Sudden a fearful earthquake rock'd the ground ; 
The {fleadav fhoojc, the mountain trembled round : 
When fromthp tQmbi in ceattal filence rear'd, 461 
A found, speeding mortal founds, was heard. 
. Tfhen $u$ thj voice of horrof-j^O ! forbear, 
Xhis impious ftrifc, this mpft unnatural war, 
Where brother's hands a fifter feek to kill, 465 

Where fitter Viands a brother's blo$4 wqyld %ill. 

Ver. 461. Wkmfìm tbi tmbr^\ So Virgil, JEneid III» 
— gemitus laehrymabilis imo 

Auditur tumulo, et vox reddita fertuf ad auras. 

* ► 

* *— from the tomb I hear 
A hollo* groan, thatfhock'd tnjihfahlìrtgtzr. L - 

Pitt, ver. 50. 
O lov'd 
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O lov'd Rogcro ! lov'd Marphifa, /hear ! 

For both are mine — O lend, a heedfol ear ! 

One womb conceiv'd you both, one happy birth -, 

Produc'd you both, the future boatta of earth. 470 

Your fire, Rogero, fecond of the name,- . 

Lov'd Galacella, # who return'd his flame,: 

Ver. 471. YourJtre y Rogers — ] For Boyardo's account 
of the birtt of Rogero and Marphifa, fee Note to Book fi. 
ver. 217. Take this further account of Rogero of Rifa and 
Galacella, the father and mother of Ariofto's hero. 

When Almontes left the dominions of his father Agolaftt 
to revenge the. death of king Garaieri on the Chriftians, he 
took with him his fitter Galacella, a female warrior of great 
eourage; but his brother Troyano remained behind with his 
iather. Almontes and Galacella alternately fought with 
Rogero of Rifa, without vi&ory to any party. Galacella 
turned Chfiftian, and married Rogero -, but Beltram, elder 
natural brother to Rogero., having conceived a paffion for his 
fifter-in-law, but unable to eoirrupt her chaftity, he in re- 
venge bettayed the town of Rifa to Almonte^ Who entering 
by nighty put all to the fword. Rogero aad bis father 
Rampallo were killed : but Almontes afterwards repenting 
of the part which he had a&ed, caufed Beltram to be put to 
death. Galacella, then big with child» was put on board a 
vetfel with eight attendants, whom (he afterwards killed; and 
landing a£ a caftle, was delivered of two children, and died. 

AsPRAMONTE, C. ÌV. vi. ÌX. & feq. : 

. ' The latter p&t of this ftóry rs differently told by Boyardo 
and Ariqfto, Who relate that (he was, expofcd alone in ah open 
-beat by her brothers, and caft on the coaft of Africa. 

T 4 But 
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But him, alas ! ter cruel brothers gave 

An early vidtim to th' untimely grave* 

And mindlefs of the dear, the precious load 475 

Your mother bore, unheeding kindred blood, 

Her in a (lender bark thefe fiends corifign'd 

To threatening death amid the feas and wind. 

But Fortune that decreed you, yet unborn, 

With glorious deeds your country to adorn, 480 

Your veflel to a realm unpeopled bore, 

And fafely landed on the Syrtes' ihore. 

Eas'd of her birth, to death your parent bends, 

Her fpotlefs foul to Paradife afcends. 

Such was your fate, fo will'd fome favouring power, 

Myfelf was prefent at the needful hour : 486 

Then (as the place allow'd) this friendly hand 

Interr'd your mother on the lonely ftrand ; 

Wrapt in my veft your tender limbs I laid, 

And to Garena's towering height convey'd. 490 

I caus'd a gentle lionefs to come, 

Her whelps deferting> from the woodland gloom j 

Who twice ten months (her nature's rage fubdu'd) 

From favage teat fupply'd your milky fopd. 

Byt roving o'er the fields one fata] >day* 495 

A« diftant from my home I chane'd to ftray, 

O* 
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On you a band of Arab fpoilcrs fell, 
(Your memory may fupply the tale I tell) 
Marphifa, thee they feiz'd ; with feet more light 
By better chance Rogero 'fcap'd by flight. 50» 

Return'd, your cruel lofs I long deplore, 
But guard my fole remaining hope the more. 
Thou know'ft, Rogero, well my ceafelefs care, 
While fad Atlantes breath'd this vital air. 
I faw, from boding ftars, thy life decreed 505 

In Chriilian lands by treacherous guile to bleed ; 
For this I ftrove to keep thee thence afar 
T* evade the influence of each threatening ftar 1 
But when thy ardour all my hopes oppos'd, 
My wretched days with grief and ficknefs clos'd. 510 
Yet ere I died, where my prophetic fight 
Here with Marphifa long foretold thy fight, 
I call'd the demons from Tartarean gloom 
With marbles heap'd to raife this ftately tómb ; 
And with loud cries to Charon thus I pray'd : 5x5 
cc Awhile forbear to claim my mournful (hade ! 
cc Though freed from life, permit my ghoft to ftray 
« In this drear grove till that predeftin*d day, 
* € When my Rogero, in this lone retreat, 
« In tingle combat (hall a filler meet," 520 

Impatient 
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* » 

Impatient here I chid the lingering hour 
That ftay'd thy coming to this cyprefs bower : 

Ifcadamant, by our RogerQ lov'd, 
Henceforth be every jealous thought remov'd !— 
But now, farewel ! farewel to chearful lights 525 

1 fink for ever ip eternal night ! 

Here ceas'd the voice j and ceafing left imprefs'4 
Fear, wonder, love, in every hearer's breaft. 
The knight Marphifa for his filter knew i 
She, in Rogerp, with enraptur'd view gjp 

Her brother own'dj and both with pious hafte 
Advancing in each other's arms embraced : 

Ver. 527. Here ceas'S tie voice; — ] There is fcaf Ce a paf- 
ftgé in this, or perhapte it ma; be .allowed in any poem* 
more noble, poetical, and affe&ing, than this difcovery of 
Rogero and Marphifa to each other : the feyeral workings 
of rage, love, and jealoufy, are inimitably painted, and the 
attention of the reader Wonderfully ftipè'nded* till the whole 
myftery is wcavellòd ty t^e fifblinfe aiach^f ùl the,gbc# 
qf^Atlantes, which may be truly called dignus 'vindice mdu$> 
'fhe fuefden transition of fcene from the hurry and tumult 
of a field of battle to a'lequeftered grove and fepulehre, and 
the fenibfe voice that iftws, Own the toidf* are cifcjunv- 
ftances .gf ftrong imagination* Indeed the many natural, 
fublime, and beautifully wild ftrokes of this book would not 
have been unworthy of a Shàkefpear bimfeVf P 

'"' " ■ . . ' "' ^ ' While 
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While fhc, whoie foul -uo more with doubts w*$ 

moy\J, 
Shar'd in their meeting, and their jpy approved : 
Nqw recofleéfcion, waking many a thought, j j j 
The time long paft to their mrneoibrance brought, 
The fports in which their childilfc years thty k4, 
Confirming *H Atlantes' fpirit faid. 
Rogero to his filler now reveal'd • ■ . 
What Jove his heart for Bradamant conceai'd j 540 
And, with affeftion's warmeft glow, difplay'd 
The ties that bound him to the generous maid: 
Meantime fell difcord, late a cruel gueft, 
Was banilhM far from either virgin's breaft, 
Arid both, to peace and amity difpos'd, 54$ 

Their friendly arms around each other cles'<jL 

Marphifa now impatient burns t' e^aquirq 
The ft at e and birth of their illuftrious firefk 
jty whom he fell, and how the chief was flain 
In fingle fight, or on th' embattled plain : 55a 

What impious hands their haplefs mother gave.. 
A guiltlefs victim to the greedy wave ; 
If e'er the tale had reach'd her infant ears, 
The trace *as fcarcc retain'd in lapfe of years, . 

^«Rogero then began : From Ilium's coaft^ 551 
'Through He&pr's mighty Une oyr race we boaft* 

;, 1 When 
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When young Aftyanax had fled the bands 
Of Grecian foes, and Tcap'd Ulyffes' hands, 
He left behind him in his native place 
A youth of femblant ftature, mien, and face : 560 
Long wandering o'er the fpacious feas he gain'd 
Sicilia's ifle, and in Meffina reign'd. 
His progeny at length by Faro dwelled, 
And in Calabria's realms dominion held; 
Till fons fucceeding fons, th' illuftrious town 565 
Of Mars* they reached, where chiefs of high renown 
Sprung from their line, whom mighty Rome obey'd, 
Who regal or imperial fceptres fway'd ; 
Whofe blood to Conftantine from Conftans run, 
And thence to Charles imperial Pepin's fon. 570 
*Midft thefe Rogero (firft that bore the name) 
Buòvo, Gambafon, Rambaldo came : 
Rogero lift, the fecond, he who led, 
As old Atlantes from yòn marble faid, 
Our honoured mother to the nuptial bed. 575 
Your eye may clear in ftory'd annals trace 
The glorious aftions of our generous race. 
Rogero then declar'd, from Afric's lhore 
How Agolant his double offspring bore 
Almontes and Troyano ; how : he brought 580 

A daughter, who in arms fo bravely fought, 

* Rome. That 
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•ft * 

That many a Paladin to earth (he threw ; 

Till of their, fire the fair enamour'd grew : 

That for his fake her father (he forfook, 

And how, baptiz'd, his hand in marriage took. 585 

He told the traitor Beltram's impious flame, 

Who burnt inceftuous for the beauteous dame : 

Whom to pofiefs all nature's ties he broke, 

And bafely yielded to a foreign yoke 

Sire, brethren, country-— Rifa's town betray'd 590 

To foes whofe fury fcenes of death difplay'd. 

How Agolant and his dire fons combined 

(When billows dafti'd, when howl'd the raging wind) 

Unhappy Galacella's death to doom, 

Six moons beholding then her growing womb 2 595 

And how her feeble ikiflf without a guide 

They launeh'd at mercy of the roaring tide. 

While thus her brother his difcourfe purfu'd, 
In mute attention rapt Marphifa Hood, 
With joy exulting from fuch fpring to trace 60Q 
The (hining dreams of her illuftrious race : 
Mongrana thence and Clarmont thence (he knew 
(The double progeny) their lineage drew ; 
Names that through earth had pafs'd unrivall'd long, 
Fame's darling chiefs, and themes of future long. 

But 
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But when at length Ùxt heard the cruel brood 1 <?o6 
Of Agramant had flied Rogero's blood 
By treacherous guile, and docfm'd His blaffletefs wife 
On furgy tides to end her wretched life 5 
No more die fitter could her wrath difguife; été 
But thus abrupt— O brother lov*d ! (flie cries) 
Forgive me, if I gently vtvàft complain 
That you, a fon, 'could filial warmth reftràin, 
And unrevengfd behold a father flain ! ' 
What though Almontes and Troyano fled 6 1 $ 

From mortal* ftate, are fhdter'd with the dead, 
Thy juftic* may the fon of life deprive — 
Thou liv'ft— and yet fhall Agramant furvivef 
What foul difhoiiour rrluftthy courage blot, 
Thy parents' vtrotigi negle£ted and forgot ! 62 S 
Not only from this king thy fword abftains; 
But thee,' his foldier,.Afric's court retains : 
By Christ, the God henceforth I tfill adore, 
That Gou to whom my father bow'd before, 
I fwear thisarmour never to forfake, €25 

Till for my parents' wrongs revenge I take: 
Griev'd I behold, and eVét fhall behold, 
Rogerd's force with Agramant ènroll'd, 
Or mbe'd with Moors, unlefs with fwofd in hand 
To~fcatter flaughter through their hated band. 630 

While 
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While from Marphifa's lips tKpfe accents ffow'd. 
The heart of Bradamant with rapture glow'd, 1 * 
And oft lhe urg'd her lover to purfue 
The path Marphifa pointed out to view, 
And feeking Charles, aflert his lineal claim: 63 j 
To honours due; for long his father's fanne 
Iftad Charles confefs'd, and deem'd no living knight 
Ifclips'd his valour in the field of light. 
. To them Rogero courteous thus reply'd : 
tìe long ere this had left the Pagan's fide, 640 

Had att been known, or known been duly weighed $ 
fctit fince from Agramant the martial blade 
Now grac'd his thigh, on him that fword to raife 
With treafofl*s guilt would ftain his former praile ; 
To filed his blood whom for his lord he chofe, 645 
And pledg'd the faith of knight to guard him from 

his foes. 
Yet, as engag'd to Bradamant he ftood, 
So to his martial fifter now he vow'd 
The firft fair hour occafion gave to take, 
The Moorifh camp with honour to forfake. 65* 

This had he fought before, but left in fight 
To dead* near Grounded by the Tartar knight 
Long time he lay, which numbers could atteft, 
(A$ late the m\\fe has told) but o'er the red 

8 Marphifa 
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Marphifa knew> who every day befide 655 

His languid couch her friendly cares fupply'd. 

He faid ; the word each noble virgin took, 
And all by turns their pleaded reafons fpoke -, 
At length they fix'd Rogero fhould repair 
To Agramant, whofe ftandards fann'd the air 660 
At Arli's town, and with his lord remain 
Till he fome juft occafion might obtain 
To feek imperial Charles and join the Chriftian I 
train, 

Marphifa then th* enàmour'd maid addrefs'd : 
Permit his abfence, nor alarm thy breaft ; 665 

Few days fhall fee him to your fight reftor'd, 
Nor longer Agramant be call'd his lord. 
Thus pleafing flie ; while yet her doubtful mind 
Had fcarcc revolv'd the purpofe fhe defign'd. 
Rogero bids adieu, and turns the rein 670 

To feek his king encamp'd on Arli's plain. 
When fudden from the neighbouring vales they hear 
The founds of forrow breaking on their ear; 
And female plaints they feem'd — but here we clofc 
The pleafing bopk to feek a fhort repofe 9 675 

Yet nobler deeds th' enfuing page difplays, 
If ftill you deign to mark your poetfs lays. 

END OF THE THIRTY-SIXTH fiOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Rogero, Bradamant, and Marphifa, find three damfels 
cruelly treated, and undertake to revenge their caufe. 
Tj^y arrive with them at a town where they are ac- 
quainted with the fliamefal law made by Marganor againft 
women. Tale of Marganor and his fons. Rogero, Bra- 
damant, and Marphifa, attack the caftle of Marganor, 
and take him prifoner, M*rpiifa inftitutes a new law» 
Death of Marganor. 
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TF every dame, who day and night applies 
* T' acquire thofe gifts which Nature oft denies, . 
The fruit of anxious toil ! — If fuch can raife 
A name in future times deferring praife, 
Would but the fex thofe paths of learning take, 5 
Which mortal virtues can immortal make, 
And thus themfelves to diftant ages tell 
The deeds in which the female race excel, 
Without the poet or hiftorian's aid, 
Who oft by malice or by envy fway'd, 10 

Whate'er 

Ver. io. Who oft by malia — ] Spenfer in like manner 
complains of the jealoufy and injuftice of writers. 
Here have I caufe in men juft blame to find 
That in their proper praife fo partial be, 

U 2 And 
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Whatever of good they knew have kept conceal'd, 

And, blaz'd abroad, each little fault reveaPd ; 

Then might fuch honours crown the lovely kind, 

To leave the leflening fame of men behind, 

With equal ardor man to man repays 15 

The mutual tribute of reflefted praifej 

Nor this alone, but labours to proclaim 

Each blemifli that may blot the woman's name \ 

As if h« fear'd their merits fair difplay'd 

Would fink his own, like funs that fet in flude. 20 

But not & tongue or hand, though bent in fpice 

With voice to utter, or with pen to write, 

With every fraud of jealoufy indu'd, 

The bad to heighten and obfeure the good, 

Can fo prevail the gentle fex to ftain 35 

But ftill their glory fhall in part remain, 

Though far beneath what their defcrts might claim, 

If candid truth allow'd their genuine fame. 

And not Indifferent be to woman-kind, ' 
To whom no filare in arms or chivalry 
They do impart, ne maken memory 
Of their brave gefts, and prowefs martial r 
6caree do they fpfcre to one, or two, or three, 
Koom in their writs; yet the fame writing fmall 
Ppes all their deeds deface, and flume their glories all* 
Fairy Queen, Book iii. c. i'ufk. 1. 

Not 
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Narfam'd Harpalke, ori Scythia # $ (bore; 
Nbt Thomyris/who brav'd the Perfian power ; jo 
In Troy or Latium, not each warrior maid * 
Who gave tp Turnus or to Heétou aid * 
Kot fhef who fled with Tyre and Sidon's train 
Through length of feas to fix her Lybian reign: 
Not great Zenobiaj not the queen % whofe hand 35 
Subdu'd AJTyria, Ind, and Perfia's land : 
Not thefe alone, and fome fele&ed few* 
Demand the fame to mighty actions due : 
Not thofe alone in Greece and Rome difp lày'd. 
For virtues bred beneath their foftering (hade, 40 
But dames as wife, as faithful, juft, and brave, 
Have liv'd from Indus to th' Hefperian wave * 

* Penthesilea and Camilla. t Dido» 

% Sf MIR AMIS, 

Ver. 35. tfot great Zenobia — ] £enobia, queen of Pal- 
myra, who, when her hufband Odenatus was t^ken prifoner 
by Sapores, king of Perfi*, raifed a great army, fet her huf- 
band at liberty) and afterwards conquered the eaft. At the 
death of Odenatus (he had the courage to make war upon 
the emperor Aurelian j who, having taken her prifoner, 
caufed her to be led in triumph, and when he was reproached 
by fome, for triumphing over a woman, he replied, that her 
courage and power had been fuperiorto any man. 

PoRCACCHI. 

U z Wt9fc 
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Whore praife, tfhofe hommw.irc for eV^r flown, 

,And fcarce, amidft a thdtf Ouk$, one is knwn * - 

Since partial writers, in an envious agej . 43 

With cruel wifehood have debw'd thefc p»g«. 

Yet* O ye noble dames ! whorpant to jsp^n 

The wreaths of virtue, virtue's track maintain, ; 

Nor let defpair of future time's regard \ 

Your venturous fteps from high attempts retard : 50 

For learn this truth, by juft experience found, 

Nor good, nor ill ljas one eternal round. 

If writers oft your praifes have deny'd, 

«The prefent time has well that waiht fupply'd. 

Your wondrous worth Maruilus late has &Qwn; 55 

Pontanus, and the Strozzi, fire and fon : 

Capello, 

Ven 55. — Afora//» j—~ 

Pontanus, and the Strozzi ',— ] Marullui Tar- 
choniata, a Greeks no lefc (killed in arms than letters ^ be 
ferved in Italy, and married Floreinina, daughter of Bartho- 
lomew Scala, a lady of erudition. " He loft his life by a fall ( 
into a deep pie, and died the fame day that Ludovico Sforza 
fell into the .power of the French. . Pontanus w.a$ born at a 
caftle belonging to the duke of Spoleto ; bis father being 
.killed in an infurrc&ion of the people, he fled when a youth ^ 
.to Naples in .great poverty, and was received by Antonio 
T^nchernita, fecfetary to Alpbonfo of Arragòn ; he fucceed- 
ed Panchernigt in his ofece, and married a rich' Neapolitan 
lady V Tie\vfote well in profe and verfe, and died at feventy* 

Jkyùh years of age at Naples» * w 

Tito 
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Capello* Bembo, plead your fes's cauf<? $ -% 

And he * whofe pen preferibes the courtier's laws, > 
And U jtòn&lf th' accomplijfc'd princs he draws. -* 
There Alamanni: here th* immortal pair 60 

Lov'd by the Mufes and the God of war, 

* Castiglione. 

Tito Vefpafiano S{ro?zi', and Hercuje* his fon* Tito 
wrote many things, but was excelled by his fon Hercules, 
who was alfo a great improver of the theatre : he was much 
addi&ed to women, which paffion at laft ended in his death. 
They both lived at Mantua. Hercules wrote in praife of 
Ifabella, wife to the duke of Mantua, Form ari. 

Ver. 57; Capello, Bembo, — ] Capello, a Venetian gentle- 
man, and an excellent Tufcan poet. Bembo, afterwards 
cardinal j he wrote in profe and verfe, and excelled on amo- 
rous fubje&s, which was objected tò him when Paul IXf * 
r ai fed him to the cardinal&ip. Fo&tfARi, 

Ver. 58. And he whoft pen préferibes the courtier's laws*, 
And is himfelfth 9 eccompli/ifd prince be draws.] 

CountBandaflar Cattigliene who excelled in all the qua* 
Kties of an accomplished courtier : he wrote a treatife en-« 
titled II Cortegiano (The Courtier) in which he introduce* 
many praifes of women : it is faid, by Ariofto, that io de* 
fcribiug a perfeft courtier he drew bis owl) pifture. 

FoftKAJU, 

Ver. 60. **r Alamanni :— ] Luigi Alamanni, an excellent 
poet ; he lived fome time in baniihment in France, like an- 
other Ovid, where he wrote many things, particularly bis 
Girone il Cortei* (Girone the Courteous) a poetical ro- 
mance. 

U 4 Sprung 
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Sprung from the race that rul'd the favour'd. 

ground, 
Which Mincius' dream divides, and lakes furround. 
Of thefe, while one, by nature (till inclined 
To pay due homage to your beauteous kind, 65 
Bids Cynthus and Pamaffus found his lays, 
And high to Heaven extend your fwelling praife; 
The love, with truth and oonftancy unmov'd, 
So well by him in Ifabella prov'd, 
Exalts your fex fo far, your fair renown 70 

From envy's fhafts he guards above his own ; 
Nor lives, throughout the world, fo brave a knight 
Who lefs (hall fear in virtue's caufe to fight : 
His deeds to other bards a theme can give, 
His pen can bid another's glories live : 7$ 

Ver. 60. —fi* immprtalpair] Two of the name of Luigi ; 
Gonzaga of Caftel Ginfredi, coufinto the duke of Mantua, 
and Gonzaga Jailed of Gazalo, for bis intrepidity furnamed 
Rodomont, who afterwards married Ifabella. Fo&najli. 

.Ver. 69. — in Ifabella prov'd,] This Ifabella was daugh- 
ter of Vefpafian Gonzaga, and being promifed to fignor 
Luigi, of the fame family, Pope Clement, exafperated with 
Luigi for being in arms with the Imperialifts at the fack of 
R&tne, endeavoured by every means to make her marry ano- 
ther ; but (he, neither by threats or promifes, would be ever 
induced to break the faith that flic had plighted. 

Porcacchi. 

"-■•-" Worthy 
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Worthy a dame fo wealthy who (endow'd 

With every*gift by bounteous Heaven allowed 

The female name) thro 9 every chance could prove 

A fteady column of connubial love. 

He worthy her, flie worthy him to blefs ; 80 

No worthier two each other to poflefs. 

New trophies fee he rears on Oglio's fhore, 

Amidft the din of arms and cannon's roar; 

So rich a work his polifh'd genius gave, 

That envy feem'd to fwell the neighbouring wave. 

Hercules Bentivoglio pours along, 86 

And paints your triumph in triumphant long. 

■• 

Ver. 76. — *? dame fo wealthy—*] Rodomont received with 
her a dowry of twenty thoufand ducats. Fornari. 

Ver. 79. A Jleady column of connubial Uve.] Alluding to 
her name, Colonna, the ancient race of the Colonefe. 

Ver. 82. —Oglio's Jbore—] The cattle of this lord of 
'Gazalo was fituated not far from the river Oglio ; by the 
neighbouring wave he means Mincius, and thus feems in 
fome fort to equal him to Virgil. Fornari, 

Ver. 82. So rich a wort — ] Luigi Gonzaga Rodomonti 
not only excelled in military talents, but was an accom- 
plifhcd writer. As a proof of his eafy rein in poetry, w« 
may refer to the ftanzas printed with bfrs name at the end of 
the Furiofo, inmoftof the editions of the work. 

Ver. 86. Hercules Bentivoglio-r] Son of Annibale ; he 
wrote eclogues and comedies, and likewife excelled in mu-» 
fie: he lived at Ferrara. Fork ari. 

Trivulti* 
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Trivultio foHows i then in equal Jayp ... f 

My own Guidetto-your defert difpUyg - 9 . . v 

And Molza, nam'd by Pheebvs to recoi^yotjr j#aife. J 
See ! Hercules, Carnuti's duke appear*., 91 

Sop of my patrop dyke-^-hi? wings he rear& 

Like the fweet fwa^ T a^d finging a* he .flics* 
Bears your iQv'd name refounding to the Ikies, 
See Vafto's lord (whofe virtues might infpire 95 
Full many a Roman 4nd Athenian lyre) . t 
Exalts your deeds, while numbers more that live 
In this our age your honoured praifes give. 

Ver. 8& Tritmkio-- 

Guidttto—] Rinato Trivultio of Milan ; be 
compofed in odtavc ftanzas on amorous fu bj efts. Francefco 
Guidetto, a Florentine, a good writer in Tufcan verfe. 

FofcNAitr. 

Ver. 90. — ^-Maha*-] Maria MoJaa da Madonna from 
her earlieft lifeihewcd a genius for poetry. She excelled in 
Latin and Tufcan verfe* and was patronized by every Me- 
cena&ef the age.- Her life was licentious, being, like another 
Sappho, addi&ed to a multiplicity of lovers, and died at laft 
of difeafe, a vi£tim to her incontinence. Fornari» 

Ver. 9^. See f H$rcuks 9 Carnuti 9 s duke-*~] Hercules II. 
then only duke of Carnuti* afterwards duke of Ferrara. 

Ver, 95. • Vafto's lord—] Alphonfo, marquis of Vafto, 

who enriched poetry with many elegant amorous com pollu- 
tions. Fornari. ' 

Ver. 07. numbers mere — ] Ludovico Dominiehi was 

among the moft celebrated :. be compofsd an entire volume 
t© the honour of women. Fornari. 

6 Behold 
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Behold your fex their female labours leave, 
Forget to twn the reel, the web to weave, ioo 

-And guid^the. pen on learning's facred theme s 
Who quench their thirft at Aganippe's ftream, 
And, thence returii'd, fuch honours you beftow, 
Man owes you much— «to man you little owe. 
Should here the mufe recount the fplendid names 105 
And mighty worth of thefe diftinguifh'd dames, ' 
How would the fubjeft filine from page to page ! 
"What other ftory could the verfe engage ? 
What courfe is left ! — (hall I the whole rejeA, 
Or, midft the train a fingle name feleft ? no 

One FU feleót 5 in whom fuch gifts combine 
Not envy's felf (hall at the choice repine. 
She not alone, with fweet mellifluous lays 
Preferves her name to far fucceeding days, 
But calls the numbering worthy from the tomb, u$ 
And bids his fame reviv'd eternal bloom.- - - 
As Phoebus on his fitter feems to throw 
More vivid light than on the ftars that glow 
Around his orb ; fo he her breaft infpires* 
Whofe praife I ling with more exalted fires ; xao 
Gives every word with energy to flow, 
And bids her fhine a fecoad fun below. 

.1 . -Vi&oria 
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Vigoria is (he call'd— and well the name 

Befits her, born to triumph and to fame $ 

With every trophy deck'd of laurelled pride, 12$ 

And yi&ory attendant at her fide. 

Like Artemifia fhe, the queen who prais*d 

For nuptial duty, to Maufolus rais'd 

The ftately pile : but more to her is due, 

Who from the fepulchre tier confort drew, 130 

And bade his buried honours rife anew. 

If Laodamia, Arria, Brutus' wife, 

Evadne and Argia, fled from life ; 



1 



And 

Ver. 123. Vt&orià is Jht calTd—] Vi&oria Colonna, a 
marcbionefs of Pefcara, daughter of Fabrizio Colonna, a 
commander of great courage and conduct : (he was wife to 
Francifco Davolo, marquis of Pefcara : (he was a lady of 
confummate genius and piety, and compofed many elegant 
poemrin praifeof herhufband, and other works on religious 
fubje&s. Porcacchi. 

Ver, 127. Like Artemifia — ] Artemifia, queen of 
Caria, who built a mpft magnificent tomb for her hufband 
Maufolus, reckoned one of the feven wonders of the world; 
but not fatisfied with this proof of her affe&ion, and drift- 
ing no other monument fo worthy as her own breaft to con- 
tain the remains of her hufband, {he caufed the body to be 
cohftfmed to a(hes, and having mixed thefe with a precious 
liquid, fhe drank «the potion fo .prepared. . 

Ver. 'i32# Lao dami a, Jrria> Brutus' wifa] Laodamia, 

Wife 
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J And numbers more, in ftory'd annals bloom, 

; "Who fought their breathlefs hufbands in the tomb : 

! * Still 

I wife to Protefilaiis, who went to the fiege of Troy : he 

I was the firft who landed, and fell by the hand of Hedor : 

his dead body being fent home to Laodamia, fhe expired 

upon it. 

Arria, wife to Pectus, who was condemned to death for 

being privy to a confpiracy againft the emperor Claudius. 

Arria, with great intrepidity, drew a dagger, and plunging 
' it into her bofom, prefented it to her hufband with this ex* 

predion, " that (he died without pain, but that the agony 

fhe felt was for the death which he mull fuffer." On this 

incident, Martial made the following celebrated epigrafi). 

Calta fuo gladium cum traderet Arrìa Poeto, 
% Quam de vifceribus traxerat ilia fiiis, 
Si qua fides, vulnus quod feci, non dolet, inquit, 
Sed quod tu facies, hoc mihi, Poete dolet. 

When Arria chafte to Poetus gave the blade, 

When from her breaft4he drew the crimfon fteel, 

*Tis not ((he cry'd) the wound my band has made, 
But what, O Poetus ! thine muft make, I feeL 

Portia, the wife of Brutus, bearing of the defeat and death 
óf Brutus, put an end to her life by fwallowing burning 
coals. 

Ver. 133, Evadne and Argiaj— ] Evadne, wife òf _Ca* 
paneus, who went to the fiege of Thebes: her hufband 
being dead, fhe threw herfelfon the funeral pile, and was 
cpnfumed with him. 

Argia, 
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Still fair Viftoria yields a nobler theme, 136 

Who could from Lethe and the turbid ftream 
That nine times round the bloodlefs Jpe&res flows, 
Her hufband free, though death and fate oppofe. 
If ftern Achilles once could envy raifc 14a 

In Macedonia's king for Homer's lays ; 
What would the monarch, living, feel to heai* 
Thy name, JPefcara, found in every ear ; 
For whom thy chafte thy much-lov'd confort finga 
Eternal honours on the tuneful ftrings ? 14$ 

If all her great, deferts the mufe could tell, 
The mufe for ever on the theme might dwell; 

Argia, daughter to Adraftus king of Argos, and wife to 
Polynices; Pol yn ices and his brother Etèocles being dead 
by the hands of each other, Creon forbade them to be bu- 
ried ; but Argia, accompanied by her fitter Antigone, went 
in the night to the field of battle, and finding the body of 
her hufband, gave it burial ; on- which the tyrant commanded 
Argia and Antigone to be ptft to death. 

Ver. 137; Who could ftom'Lefhe — ] Ariofto poetically 
igtim^tes that Vt#om, by the -excellence of her compofi- 
tiaiis,,preferyiog the. memory of her dsceafed hufband, rep- 
ealled him to life. See Note to ver. 123. 

Ver. 140. If jìern Achilles — ] Alexander the Great pay- 
ing a vifit to the tomb of Achilles, is faid to have exprefled 
his regret that he had no fuch poet as Homer to record fiis 
a&ions. 

And' 
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And leav£, ^atjAtel proroU'dto imfcy, . /•>. 

A plcafing ftory, in. the ro.idft untold, 

Óf fierce Marphifa, and the gentle pair, 150 

Which in this (Kk&FpiirposVi to declare. 

Since gracious now you ftand prepar'dto hear 

Thfefé fair adventures with attentive ear/ 

For better leifure I referve the lays 

That mean to trace Victoria's boundlefs praife. 155 

Not tEat my vcrfe can make thofe virtues bright 

Which ihine unfivalTd by their native light, 

But fain my foul would thofe defires obey 

Which prompt all honours at her feet to lay* 

Thus then, ye fair, I deem in every age 16a 

Your fex might claim a place in ftory'd page ; 
But canker'd envy in the writer's breaft, 
Has after death each generous name fupprefs'd.* 
That titae is paft — fince now yourfelves can give 
Your virtues blaz'd through lateft days to live. 165 
Could thofe two kindred dames like you excel 
In arts of eloquence, as warring well, 
What gallant deeds had now been brought to light, 
Which envy long has kept obfcur'd in night ! 
Of thefe a tenth the mufe can fcarce declare; 170 
Of fierce Marphifa, Bradanaant the fair, 
I f$>eak, and wifli each glorjr to difplay, 
Since virtuous deeds Ihould fhine in open day ; 

Your 
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Tour flave am I, and burn with zeal to ftow 

To you what truth and loyalty I owe. 175 

In aft to part, I faid, Rogero flood, 

His fword recover'd from the yielding wood, 

When from the neighbouring vale was heard the 

groan 

Of female plaints and undiftinguifli'd moan. 

He paus'd * but foon, with either warlike maid, 180 

He bent his courfe to give the mourners aid : 

All fpur their ftceds, and now approaching near» 

With louder cries diftin&er words they hear. , 

Ax length they find in wretched plight diftreft, 

Three dames with weeping eyes and fobbing breaft, 

Whofe vetture dipt above each lovely waift 186 

By impious hands, to Grangers' gaze difgrae'd 

Thofe fecret charms, which each low feated tries 

To hide from fight, and fears again to rife. 

As Vulcan's offspring, born from duft of earth, 190 

Whom Pallas took, and gave the monftrous birth 

With 

Ver. 190. At Vulcan* s tffsfringi—] Eri&honius, the fon 
of Vulcan, was born with the feet of a dragon, and was 
given by Pallas, (hut up in a cheft, to be kept by the three 
daughters of Cecrops king of Athens, Pandrofo, Erfe, and 
Aglauros, with, drift charge not to look therein; but Ag- 
lauros, through curiofity, opened the cheft, and difcorered 

the 
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With charge fevef è tfr ràfli Aglatiròs* tiatid, 
Who dar'd to diiobey her high cOBitttatid ; 
As he, of old hr* ferpent>-fcct encta$'d ■ ' * . '■' ■ 
Within the car, which firft his art eoittpos'd -; ' 195 
So crouch'd the virgim> fearful to reveal 
Thofe charms that modefty would fain conceal* 

This objeéfc firtt in either noble dame 
The kindling blufees of a maiden fhame : 
In each fair chefck the deepening crimfon glow?, 20a 
As blooms in Pasftan groves the fragrant rofe. 
Indignant Bradamarit, with wondering eyes, 
Amidft thefe weeping dames Ulania fpies, 
Her, *hom at Triftram's lodge Ihe met erewhile, 
The lovely envoy from Perduta's iflc : 20$ 

Nor lefs the damfeh her attention drew, 
Whom late companions of the fair' (he knew* 
But to Ulania* honoiir'd o'er the reft, 
The noble maid her courteous fpeech addrefs'd ; 

the infant, on which they were all three pun J filed > Eric- 
thonius, when he was grown up, invented the ufe of the - 
chariot, in Order, when he rode therein, to conceal his de- 
formity. 

Ver. to I. Jh ktomì in Pmflnn gr§vu^] Pseftum, an an* 
cient city, the gardens of which abounded with rofes, which 
were reported to blow twice a year : Thus Virgili 
Biferi *ofaria Paefti. 

Vol. IV, X And 
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And afk'd v?h*% ^wtxh of «axtleftti&g mind, jf 
Foe to the geftdcft ties of human kind, 
Could to a ftr*flg*r'» eyes thofe charms rercal 
Which irtodeft Nature labours to cojiceaL 

At that known voice Ulapii rais'd her eyes, 
Suffut'd with flowing tears, and now deferita . ai $ 
The reft and arma of that viAoriòu* dame, 
Who late the northern champions overcame* 

Then thus—Not diftant far a caftle ftands 
Where wretches dwell, who with inhuman bands 
Have clipt our garments thus above the waift, aao 
With blows opprcft us, and with taunts difgrae'd. 
Nought can I ipeak of that refplendent Ihield : 
Of thofe three kings» who long o'er hill and field 
My fteps pwfu'd, no tidings, can 1 tell* 
Nor know if death Or bondage thefe bcfel. . ai$ 
And, though it irfcs us fuchi a length of way 
To trace on fopt, we purpofe to difplay 
Before the court of Charles our wrongs and lhame, 
And every juftice from the monarch claim. 

'She faid : her words each noble dame infpir'd. 
With generous wrath, nor lefs Rogero fir'd : . a3i 
With grief Aey heard the maid her tale retate» 
But more they grieved to view her wretched ftate. 
All other thoughts forgot, each virtuous breaft 
Self-prompted glow'd to aid the three diftrefs'd, 23$ 

While 
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While with one mif*d the njamal three grepar'd 

T' avenge the wrong* but firft their armour bar'd 

Of veft and fcarf, and cloth'd with tender care 

The naked charms of every blufhing fair. 

But Bradamant, whom much it griev'd to view 240 

Ulania thus on foot her way purfue, 

The weeping virgin on her crupper plac'd * 

Whofe gentle friends, with equal flume di%*ae'd, 

Marphifa bold and good Rogero took ; 

Then all the fix the lonely vale forfook. 04$ 

To Bradamant Ulania pointing Ihow'd 
The neareft path to where the calile ftQQd : 
Her Bradamant confol'd, and for her fake 
Vow'd on her foes a juft revenge to take. 
To right and left, by turns, their courfe they bent, 
And (lowly gain'd a rugged hill's afcent % 251 

Nor ftay'd to reft> till deep in ocean's be# 
The fetting fun had veiPd his golden head. 
An humble village on the hill's fteep fide 
Their lodging fair, and good repaft fupply'd, 255 
Sudi as the ruftk hamlet could provide. 
They gaz'd around, and wondering gaa'd to find 
Each part, each dwelling fill'd with womapkind, 
Some young» fonae «)d i but not 4 £o$Ie face 
Of man was mingled with the female rac«, 960 

X a Not 
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Not more furprife of old brave Jafon knew, 
f Not more the reft of Argo's valiant crew, 

To fee no males on Lemnos* fatal (hore, 
But favage females drench'd in kindred gore, 
Than now Rogero and each martial dame, a6£ 

When to this town at evening clofe they came. 
l Here Bradaftiant and here Marphifa's care 

For fad Ulania, and her damfels fair, 
Three vefts procur'd, not wrought with female pride, 
But fuch as well their prefent need fupply'd. 270 
Meanwhile Rogero call'd a dame from thofe 
Refiding there, and will'd her to difclofe 
What place concealed the males, fince yet his eyes 
No male beheld— to which flic thus replies. * 

While you perchance with looks of wonder view 
Without a man our numerous female crew, 276 
Think what we feel in banifhment to livfc 
From all that once could life's fond folace give i 

Ver. 261. Not more fvrprife—] The women of the 
ifland of Lemnos being jealous that their hufbands meant 
to forfake them for other wives, formed a cdnfpiracy againft 
the men, and at their return raaflfacred them all io one night * 
Hypermneftra only faved the life of her old father king 
Thoas, and fent him in fafety from the ifland. Jafon after- 
wards arriving thither, found with furprife the kingdom 
only held by women,. See Ovid's Ep. Hypfipile to Jafon, 

To 
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To fill the meafure of otir doom fevcife, 

Sires, fons, and hufbands, names for ever dear, a8o> 

! From, our lov'd fight a long divorce conftrains, 

1 As our inhuman tyrant's will ordains, 

! Chac'd from the confines of the neighbouring earthy 
Where we, unhappy ! drew our wretched birth, 
Our cruel lord has here our fex confin'd, 285 



1 

1 With wrongs ill-fuited to our gentle kind ; 
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Denouncing pains and death to us, to all \ 

Our tender mates, fhould thefe at love's foft call ' 

Hither repair, our forrows to relieve, 

Or we with welcome our lov'd mates receive. 290 

To woman's name he bears fuch deadly; hate, ' 

He lets no female near his prefence wait, 

But drives us thence, as if our harmkfs breath 

Could taint the air with peftilence and death. 

Now twice the trees their verdant leaves have fhed, 
And twice renèw'd their annual honours: fyread, 296. ! 

Since to fuch height the tyrant's fury rofe,. 
And none have dar'd his impious deeds oppofe * 
Such fea* prevails ! — for to his brutal mind, 
As if in fell defpitc, has nature join'd 300 

A ftrength beyond the ftrength of human kind. 
His body, towering to gigantic fize, 
A hundred warriors in the fleJd defies. 

■'>:" X3 Nor 
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Nor we alone hn napleft fobje&s innn, 

But towgcnftd)iis rmgtrowe fiercely barn. 305 

He from «• ftght difgrae'd <*ach ifemftle drives, 

That by ill fortone at his wail» arrives, » 

O 1 if 7011 prize year freedom, life, or -fame, 

Of .dearly hold cadi fair and gentle dame, 

This way forfofce, vhica leads *o yonder tower jio 

Where dwells «he cyrant, wtoofe detefted jwwer 

Maintains ine law, invented to difgracc 

Pamfels and knights «hat reach the fatal place. 

His hand he chief in female -Wood imbrues » 

Hot fo the wolf the tender lamb purines. 31 $ 

Not Ma^fitbrt*** every «ruel deed. 

Nor wretch move cruel ean <he wrench exceed* 

Whofc fury: chafe «flail* each hapkfs dame 

With impious force, and Matganor bis name. 

Thus {he ♦. Ragero with attentive ear, 320 

And each bnwe virgin &***<&« »k to hoar, 
And fair hefcwght the matron to ^ifciofe 
How fifft tiis km*d of the fe* arofe, 

Yon caftle's lord (the dame her fpeech-renew'd) 
Was ever cr nel and ayerfe to good, $*$ 

But for a time His nature's vice fopprefti 
JLay deedlefs, -burled in his impiota breaft» 

Two 
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Two fons feis offspring «ere, of virtuous kind. 
Ah-! how unlike their fire's degenerate mind ! 
All bafe and crud deeds they ftrovc to flniife jjf 
And every ftrasger their affeftioa woo. 
With thefe, awhile* naild love *»4 fair report 
And courteous rosoliera grae'd their father's court; 
For though deep avarice CwW htarfrif reftram, 
Parental fbndqeis gave his Jo» tfcfc Haa. j 3 j 

Each knight and dame that rov'd the Country round» 
Alighting there fwh friendly wetome found, 
That parting thence each grate foi fltngtft eoafefttt 
The honours paid to evtry conwujg gpe£ 
By both the brethren :-Mjach> by fo^fiwi vite, 34* 
In veiled with the fsifred n«n>e of knight. 
Cilandro this, Tanacro that was naro'd* 
Alike for princely njien and courage fmi'd. 
Their worth was praise of all, and fòli had prov'd 
Fair knighthood's boajft, <?f every bjcaft Ijelpv'd ; 345 
But ah ! they fell to cruel love a prey, 
That led them &on front virtue's path aftray, 
To tread the maze of error's winding way. 
Their honour now, by fetal paffion croft, 
Jn one unhappy deed was ftain'd and loft, 350 

It chane'd that frodo the Grecian court there came» 
A gentle warrior, with his wedded dame, 

X 4 Of 
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Of foft demeanour and óf blooming chanms, 
Worthy to fill the nobleft* lover's «raw. 
Calandro faw, and kindling at the v*iew * 35$ 
Such draughts of love from her fair features drew, 
He fear'd the hour that faw the dame depart 
Would fee life's lateft pulfe forftke his heart: 
Toawellhe faw that gentle fuit were vain, 
And hence refolv'd by force the prize to gain. 36a 
He arm'd, and near the cattle ambufh'cl lay, 
When well he knew the pair would pafs the way, 
His wonted courage and his love combined 
To urge him headlong to the deed defigfe^d ; 
Soon as he found th ? approaching warrior near, 365 
He rulh'd agairifWiim with his lifted fpear $ 
With certain hope "of vìéfcory he came, 
T* unhorfe thè champion, and to win the dame. 
Vain hope ! — the knight in field' was ftronger found, 
And piere'd his torflet with 5 a mortal wouneL «370 
The fatal tidings reaeh'd Ms parent's ear, - 
IVho wept his brieathlefs offspring onthebiep, • 
And bade his mourning frtends the cor&ookvcjv 
Where long entombed his dead forefathers lay. 

Yet ftill were hofpitable rites employ 'd, •_ .: ^f$ 
And friendly welcome every gfceft enjoyed ^ 

•■• » ■ - » $àt 



Not left Tanacrothan his brother ftrove 
In every aft of courtefy and love* 
On this ill-omenM year a baron came 
From diftant regions with- his gentle dame ; 38a 
He, firft of men for hardy feats of arms, 
She, firft of all her fex for female charms; . 
She, blcft with truth as -writh a blooming face, 
He, fprung from anceftiy of noble race : 
And well it feem'd a knight of worth fo /are 385 
Should match with one fo virtuous and fo fair : . 
Olindro he, of Longavilla fam'd ; 
His blamclefs confort fair DrufiUa nam'd* 
Alike his dame Tanacro's love infpir'd, 
As late the firft his wretched brother firMi 39a 
TJV unjuft delire that on his vitals fed, . 

fht youth devoted to dcftru&ion led t 
He, like Cilandro, honour's voice forfook» 
^he ties of hofpitality he broke; 
And dar'd each evil, rather than endure 395 

The rankling wound *hat- death alone, could cure. 
His brother's end dill prefept to his eyes, 
Pe b^nt his thought? to wip the lovely prize 
By furér mearfs, and fuch as might afford 
|S T o hope of vengeance to her ihjur'd lord. 400 

, ■; ; Ah! 
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Ah ! haplcfs youth ! whofc impious love itfpg>ft&'<i 
The laft faint tracks of honour in his breaft, 
And quench'd m guik etch fperk of virtue's fixe, 
PkmgM in thegulph that whelm'd his cruel fire.- 

One night, far diftant from the caftk gate» 405 
He points a force 'well attract in eaves to wait 
The knight's approach : in smbujh ciofe they ftand, •% 
And twice ten warriors flaett die dcathful band > 
To clofe Olindro's way on tverj hand. J 

In vain his valour darti th' unequal ftrife * 410 
Subdu'd at length hfr loft his fpoufe, and life* 
Olindro (lain, Tanacro ftizr'd the fair, 
Frantic with grief, abandoned to d* Jpair : 
And oft fhe begg'd his falchion would beftow 
The fole relief in pity to her woe : 41 $ 

Now rufliing to a river's winding fide, 
Furious fhe plungM amid the dafhing tide* 
But cruel fitte the wi£h'd~for death djeny'd. 
Wounded and brtois'd the near afflftants bore 
The fenfelefe vidim groaning from the ihorc. 420 






Ver. 412. Olihir* flain> Tamer* feix'd the fmr^\ This 
{lory of Olindro and DrufiHa is taken from Plutarch, fron* 
whom Caftifclione has tranflated it Word for word in Us 
Cortegiano. It is likewife told with many circyonftances 
by Apuleius in his Golden Afs : but Arioflo has altered and 
improved the ftory. Lav£zuola« 

Her 
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Her on a bier Tanacro thence conveyM, 

And anxious calTd on medicine's ions in aid, 

.To fave bis lovely prey : wjwle thefe employ 

Their heating arts, he 'dreams of future joy* 

The name of miftrefs his fond heart diftains 1 43$ 

So fair, fo chafte a dame in nuptial chains 

He means to bind ; thefe thoughts his bofom fway, 

By night purfue him, and poflefs by day. 

He owns his guilt, and large amends lie vows ; 

The more he (bathes, her hatted ftronger grows* 

The more the traitor pleads his fuit abhorrM, 431 

The more (he thirfts t' avenge her murder'd lord* 

But well (he knew deceit and art muft join 

The deep-plann'd fcheme to further her defign ; ' 

She veil'd her former love with pious wiles,' 43$ 

And heard his tale with well-diffembled (miles* 

Peace, gentle peace, her placid looks impart, 

But deep revenge is brooding at her heart : 

A ihoufand fchenaes her bufy mind revolves, 

By turns (he weighs, and doubts, by turns refolves : 

At length {he finds her life alone can buy 441 

H*r wifh'd rtveftge, and now prepares to die : 

For how fo happgncan ftextafe her breath/ 

As in heroTtot' gvehge ber conforta death ? 
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All joy flie (eeins, and feigns a foft defire 445 

Once n&orc to light the torch at Hymen's fire ; 
She decks lier charms with every grace of art, 
As her fifft lord were banilh'd from her heart. 
One only boon (he begs, to join their hands 
With all the rites her country's law demands : 450 
Not that foch nuptial rites, as now fhe claim'd, 
Her country, us'4* but this device ftie fram'd 
In hopes her dear. revenge on him to view, 
Whofe guileful force her lov'd Olindro flew ; 
And hence, with virtuous guile the dame defcribes 
The well-feign'd cuftom of her native tribes» 456 
Each dame (fhe cries) who quits her widow'd ftat« 
Muft, ere ihe yields to take a fecond mate, 
With maffes fung apd all due rituals paid, 
Appeafe her angry lord's departed fhade j 460 

And in the temple, where his bones remain, 
Abfolve his foul from paft polluting ftain. 
Thefe /ties performed, the bridegroom then may 

A^ to his bride preferii the fpoufel ring 2 
Meantime ihe holpppeft with rca^pffnytv^ 465 
The concerned ehilifcelmaft propter; c . c I 
Then frói&tbb chalfcttpour'.the feaUottftJrttkie **i c*\ 
A/id to the new-efpous'd the cup confign y 

But 
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But firft he to the bride the potion gives, 

And firft her lip the hallow'd draught receives. 470 

Tanacro gladly yields, at her demand, 
T'adopt each ufage of her native land 5 
He bids her crown with love his faithful vows, 
And at her pleafure all the rites difpofe. 
Ah ! wretch! he little deem'd Drufilla's mind 475 
This fnare t'avenge Olindro's death defign'd j 
So deep one objeft all his thoughts poffefs'd, 
That only one found entrance in his breaft. 

Drufilla near her perfon long retain'd 
An ancient dame, that with her yet remain'd, 480 
A lifter-captive ; 'her afide flic took 
vAnd thus with low and fecret voice befpoke. 

A fpeedy poifon in a vafe prepare, 
And to my hand the deadly mixture bear : 
The day arrives my vengeance to fulfil, 485 

And Marganor's detefted fon to kill. 
Some other time fhall tell — but truft my art 
That thou and I in fafety will depart. 

The beldame goes; the venom'd bowl prepares, 
And this, returning, to the palace bears : 49© 

The potent drugs Ihe blends with Candian tfrine, 
And gives the dame ; the dame with dire defign ' 
* Preferve* 
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Preferves it for th* approaching nuptial day, 
To which th' impatient youth forbids delay. 

The day appointed, to the temple came 495 
With gold and jewels deck'd the lovely dame ; 
Where late with pomp of funeral fplendor grae'd» . 
On columns rais'd her hufband's tomb fhe plac'd. 
There hymns were fung in folemn nptes and loud. 
And round of either fex a mingled crowd 500 

Attentive, ftopd: ftern Marganor was there» 
With him his fon, both with exulting air» 
And many a friend to hail the wedded pair.. 

At length the nuptial ceremony o'er» 
Behold th* inftruded prieft is feen to pour 505 

The wine and poifon bieft ; to her he gives 
The golden cup» the bride the cup receives 
With fteady hand , (he to the brink applies 
Her cheerful lip» and drinks what may fuffice 
For decency and death* then with a face 510 

To fmiles composed, refigns the fatal vafe 
To her new lord,— with unfufpe&ing foul 
He takes, the gift, and drains the deadly bowl? 

The cup return'd, he flics with open arms 
Eager to dafp his lov'd Drufilla's charms» 515 

Wh?a k> ! each loft» each female grace is fled» 
Aad kindling furies o'er her features fpread ! 

She 
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She thrufts him taqk, his loath'd embraces fliev 
While lightning flalfcs from her fiery eye** 
Then with a dreadful voice and faltering tone» 500 
Traitor ! (ft*e cries) infernal fiend, be gone ! 
Shajt thou a life of |o?e and folace know, 
And gire my days to pafs in tears of woe ? 

no— this hand its juft revenge obtains, 

And fheds deftru&ive poifon in thy veins. 525 

Thou dy'ft-f but ah ! it grieves my foul to view 
So mild a puai(hment thy crime purfue i 

1 only grieve that thefe unhappy eyes 
See in thy death, fo poor a faerifwe. 

'Tis all 1 can-*-finse more the fates deny, 530 

Another world may every wilh fupply : 

There Ihalt thou, wretch, in ever-durijig chàifts 

Lament, while prefent I enjoy thy pains ! 

Then to the Ufcies (he rais'd a dying look, 

Half cheer'd to fmiks, and thus with tears flie 

fpoke. - 535 

Y« thou accept, O ever honour'd raoft, 
This vengeance paid to thy offended ghqft. 
Olindro, t^ke for thy lamented life 
This vi&im offer'd by ; thy widow'd wife : 
And, O ! for me the King of Heaven entreat 540 
This day with thee in Paradife a feat : 

7 If 
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Jf natii without defert inhabk Aere, 

To HeaVeft's high King ftiy fpòdfcfs trtfth dedale i 

Tell hint, 1 fore approach his haftow'd reigrt 

Rich with the trwtfiph tìf yon tfiofrfter flain : 54$ 

What greater virtue live?» than her's Whftft hand 

From fuch fell plagues èarl ffeó a groaning land ! 

She ceas'd ; and ceafingi life forfcok her bread*, 
While hef pale' looks à feertiìhg joy expttfs'd 
To fee the traitof thus refigrt hi* breath; 550 

Whofe guile had wrought he* lov'd OHndro's death- 
*Tis doubtful whether firft her fpirit fled, 
Or firft Tanacro mingled with ihé dead i 
Yet fure on him th' effeft more fpeedy wtought 
Whofe throat fo largely drained ìtf etovenòm'd 
draught. ' $$$ 

When wretched Marganor his falling fon 
Caught in his arms and faw that life was gone, 
Such rage of grifef o'er all his fenfes fpread, 
His foul feem'd fleeting w i t h his offspring dead i 
Two fons were his, and childlefs fidW he flood, 56c* 
And each his wretched end to Wonian òw'd : 
Grief, pity, love,defpair, and wild deflf e 
Of fell revenge, inflam'd the wretched lire ; "/' ' 
Confli&ing pafliòns rfow by turns prevailed : 
So foam the feaS by Txrifterous winds afTaìi'd, 5*5 

He 
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He feeks Drufilla, but the hand of death . 

Ere yet he came had ftopt her balmy breath : 

As with his teeth the fnake attempts to wound 

The pointed fpear that nails him to the ground ; ; 

As the gaunt maftiffrufhes on the itone 570 

By paffing travellers in fury thrown 5 

So he, more fel) than fnake or maftiff, flies 

T' attack the corfe that pale and fpeechlefs lies. 

When long in vain his favage wrath has fed 

With impious outrage on the facred dead, . 575 

Againft the dames that fill'd the hallow'd fane 

He turns his arm j when we (a helplefs train) 

The havock of his murdering weapon feel. 

As falls the grafs before the mower's fteel. 

Ver. 570. As the gaunt ma/Uff*-*-] Taflb has the like 
fienile. 

Quail maftin, ch'el faflb, ond* a lui porto ' 
Fu duro colpo, infellonito afferra» 

Cant. ix. ft. 88. 

So with the ftone, that gall'd him from afar, 
' The maftiff wages unavailing war* 

And after both our Spenfer : 

Like as a cur doth felly bite and tear 

The done which pafled ftranger ait him threw* 

Fairy Qusen, B^ok ir. c. viii. ft. 36. 

Vol, IV. Y full 



3*4 afctAttD-o Curiosò, é.xxxvil 

Full thirty damés* the Mood? pavement fyrezd % 580 
A hundred wounded from the temple fled. 
Such was his people's fear, none durft withfttód 
The maxf deftroétiorr of his slaughtering hand. 
Swift fled the dames, and all the vulgar crew 
With equal terror from the fane withdrew ; 5Ì5* 
At length his grieving friends wrtiv gentle force 
And mild entreaties flopt his defperate courfe, 
And led relu&artt to* the cable's- height, 
While all below was tumult, grief, and fHght. 

Still burns his rage; but fince his peoples prayer 
His friends' advice had urg'd hith now to fparfr 591 
Our wretched lives, he bent his ruthiefs mind 
To banifli thence the race of woman-kind* 
That fatal day he publifli'd his command, 
That every female rfiould forfake the land 1 595 
And here confines oiTr fex to this retreat. 
Forbid, with heavy threats, t* approach his feat?. 
Thus wives divided from their hufbands mourn, 
Thus wdbping mothers from their fons are torn ; 
When fome too bold have dar'd to feek us here, 6qo 
^The tidings carried to the tyrant's ear. 
On theft his rage infli&s fcVcteft pains,* 
And thofe to death" without remòrfe ordains. 

Then, 
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Then, at the for*, he bfafe a; law pr&cbfim » 
None, tmte feverte ere ftatott « ruler's name : 605 
The law cfemes each dame or damfel kd w 
By evil deftiny yoft vate to? tread, 
Shall feet the froart of many a galling wotrad 
From cruel ftripes ; tteii from the tyrant's grourid 
Be exiVé fat $ her gafcntaents' dipt away 610 

By impttms hands fhall to the fight dtfplay 
What mddeft virtue bhifhea to betray. 
Should one arrive wtom fonìe brave koight defends, 
On her unpiticd certain death atterid*. 
All thofe who cortie with knights (their martial 
guard) 6, 5 

Àrè led by hkft, whoée uton bieaft is barr f d 
To pky's touch, té tfiett the» ertici doorti, 
Slatn by Ms Weapon o& his children's tomb. 
Each champion's arttte and cótnfer he detain*, 
Himfelf condeitwrè to groan ift fervile cksthis. $& 
Stich is his power, that text him might a*id day 
A thoiifandf warriors his cotoftiaftd$ot>ey. 
Yet more— ffcould any hence difrmfliofl ftttd, 
By every fbkmrt tie that holds mankind 
He thefe adjures, unlhafcen t& proclaim $2$ 

fiternat hatred to the fetfiafc tìaìùSe. 

Y 2 If 
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If thcfe fair damfels little claim your care, 
If for yourfclves no anxious thought you bear. 
In yonder, fortrefs, where the tyrant dwells, 
Prove if his cruelty or ftrength excels. 630 

The matron thus her moving tale addrefs'd, 
Till pity melted every warlike breaft * 
And had not night reftrain'd their, eager courfe, 
That hour had feen them with refiftlcfs force 
The cattle ftorm— but here compelTd to flfcay 635 
Till early morn reveal'd her faffron ray, 
In gentle fleep the knight and virgins lay. 

Soon as Aurora, with her blufhing light, 
Announc'd the fun, and put the ftars to flight, 
The fearlefs three their limbs in armour brae'd, 640 
And each fair damfel on their courfers plac'd* 
When fudden from behind they heard the found 
Of horfes trampling on the neighbouring ground : 
They turn'd, and gazing on the valq below, 
Far 9s an arrow parted from the bow, 64$. 

Full twenty warriors, horfe and foot, they view'd, 
That through a narrow pafs their way purfu'd 1 
With thefe a hajplefs pinion'd female came, 
Aged in looks, and fuch as might proclaim 
A wretch decreed by fire, or cord, or chains, 650 
To bear the fentence law for guilt ordains* 

Though 
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Though diftant yet, the banifh'd female crew 
By face and veft in her th' attendant knew 
Of fair Drufilla, lhe who with her darne 
Seiz'd by Tanacro to the caftle came, 6$$ 

; His wretched thrall ! to whom the dreadful care 
Was given th' envenom'd chalice to prepare. 
When on the nuptial day the female train 
In eager numbers throng'd the facred fane, 
She, fearing what might chance, remained behind, 
Then fled the town fome fure retreat to find. 66 1 
Ere long to Marganor the hews was brought, 
That in Ofterica (he refuge fought ; 
And every means he tried, that might fecurc 
Her perfon, and his vow'd revenge enfure: 66$ 
Large gifts he proffer'd fordid fouls to bow, 
And wealth immenfe, till faithlefs to his vow 
A Lord, who gaye her Ihelter in his land, 
Betray'd her to the cruel tyrant's hand. 
As the rich wares of merchants are difpos'd, $jó 
Op camels laid, in ample chefts inclos'd ; 
So to Conftanza captive was fhe fent ; 
Where from their chief this troop with fell intent 

Ver, 663. — — Qfttrita~>r] Dutchy of Auftria. 
Ver. 672. ——Conjiahza—*] A city of the Switaers, 

Y 3 Receive 
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Rcceiv'd the yìGttm, doftjn'd jto afluagc 

The impious Margwor's ^unbounded rgge. . ^75 

As the ftrong tide that from the hiU defends 

Of Vefulus, and to the ocean bends, 

When Cambra and Ticeao fwcHthe cowfe, 

And Ada joins it with auxijiar force, 

More deeply foams, with widened bed appears 660 

Sweird by fr^fh wavps : So wb$n Rogero Jiqir$ 

Of Ma^ganor, he if el$ pe]*r wrath inflame 

His generous brcaft ; ; nor lefs each martial dame 

With fury jglovfs^ and all with one accord 

Refolve t* affail thp caftte'$ impious lordi .685 

And, feariefs -of hi? guar's fwrroundiog band* 

E*a& the pu^ifliment his deeds demand. 

Yet fudden death -they deem'd too mxl& a, fate, 

Refolv'd that torments (houJd his crimes await. 

But firft their arms muft free the wretched dame 
Who with the itrogp to dead* deyoted came : 69.» 
They give the bridle to the .fiery fteed, 
And urge throu|fh neareft ways his rapid fpeed j 

Ver. 6?&. At tbejirong ti&— ] The Pq, that .breaks out 
from mount Vefulus, and difcharges itfelf by feven mouths 
into the Adriatic feg, b$iqg facroafed Uy ^ccoofli^ of »a/iy 
rivers from the AJps and AfK*5lRS$' 

9 And 
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And never yw ? th' jafiail'd receive bcfoce 

Afiault more .iiei>ce ijroin Aich4#eraun'£ power : 69$ 

Each flics, cómpeird before the ftorm ;tp yjeld, 

And leaves the captive dame, his arms, and fliield 

As when a hungry srojf, forch&rgVl «rith iprey , 

Takes to the den fecure his eager way, 

If chance the train of flàen and t dogs oppofc, ' 7$p 

He quits his couitfc, afide his load he throws., 

And where he leaft the beaten traqk efpies, 

Through thorny brakes with nimble feet he flies : . 

So from the field the routed band withdrew, 

So fwift on thefe the generous warriors flew. 7<y 

With «terror ftryck, their wretched lives tp fave, 

Some leap the rock, fóme feck the mountain care* 

With arms and prifoner, many leave behind 

Their fteeds forgotten, to the foes refiga'd : 

From thefe Rogero, and the joyful pair 719 

Of martial dames, fèlcéted three to bear 

Thefe three fair virgins, whom fo late before . 

The courfers galPd with double burthen bore. 

• Now to the tower of infamy they bend, 

And will the matron fliould their way attend, 715 

To fee on Marganor each wrong repaid 

With full atonement «o jDrafiUais Jh>(fo . 

Y 4 But, 
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But, fearing ill, the beldame this deny'd j 
Jler, while in vain fire-wept, and trembling cry'd, 
Rogero in his nervous grafp compeJPd, 720 

And, on Frontino plac'd, reluftant held. 

At length they came where from a neighbouring 
height < 
•A town below lay ftretch'd before their fight 
Of wide extent, on every fide expos'd, 
Nor fenced with ramparts nor with fofie inclos'd. 
Full in the midft a rock high-towering fhow'd 726 
A lofty fort that on its fummit ftood. 
"To this with joy their eager courfe they held, 
Where Marganor (detefted tyrant !) dwell'd. 
Thctown they enter'd, when tht. watchful guard 
Before, behind, their further paflage barr'd. 731 

Now Marganor, cncompafs ? d with a crew 
Of foot and horfemen, from the caftle drew, 
And in fhort fpeech, with haughty phrafe, ex- 

plaUTd 
The trruel law that in his caftle reign'd. 735 

Marphifa then (for fo the fiery maid 
With Bradamant and with Rogero laid 
Th$ firft affault) in anfwer fpurr'd her fteed, 
And onward rufli'd With eq wal ftrength and fpef 4-: 

Nor 
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Nor fword nor lance flic grafp'd, but many a blow 1 
With gauntlet arm'd ftie dealt, andlaid him I0W741 V 
With batter'd helmet on his faddle-bow. J 

Marphifa thus— not lefs the Dordan dame 
Her courfer urg'd : with thefe Rogero came ; 
So fierce his onfet, fix at once he flew 745 

Ere from its reft his potent fpear he drew. 
That thro' his paunch the thrilling fteel imprefs'd ; 
Thefe thro' the neck, the head, or panting breafh, 
Within the fixth, who fled, the weapon broke* 
But firft thro' fpine and pap refiftlefs took 750 

Its bloody way— Each ftretch'd on earth behold, 
Where Aman's daughter aim'd her lance of gold. 
So from the burning ikies is feen to fall 
The dreadful bolt that rends and fcatters all. 
The people fly — fome feek the mountain's height $ 
Some to the plain precipitate their flight : 756 

Some in their dwellings, fome in temples hide, 
'And every fence againft aflault provide. 
None fave the dead remain — meantime in bands > 
Behind his back the wretched tyrant'^ hands 760 
Marphifa tied, and to the dame confign'd, 
That ancient dame, who bent her vengeful mind 
A torment worthy of his deeds {o find* 
x ": Marphifa 
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Marphifa threats to wrap the town in flame, 
Unlefs they now their errors paft difclaim, j6§ 

Unlefs they now the tyrant's law forfake, 
And, in its ftead, another ftatute make. 
All yield to her, for all with equal fear 
Her wrath denounced fordifobedience hear $ 
Left the ftern virgin with vindi&ive ire 770 

Should fhed their blood, and wafte their domes with 

fire. 
They hate fierce Marganor, nor lefs they ha«e 
The cruel impious law enfore'd fo late : 
But fuch their power who rule with tyrant fway, 
Whom moft they loath the people moft obey ; 775 
For mutual want of confidence enfures 
A tyrant's fafety, and his reign fecures. 
Hence exile* murder, patient they behold, 
Their honours tainted, and purloin'*! their gold. 
Put grief, though rnute, to Heaven's high throne 
will cry, 780 

£nd draw down tardy vengeance from die iky, 
When each delay the faints (hall recompenfe 
With puniflunent for every paft offence. 
JBy wrat;h ajid hatred urg'd, the vulgar crew 784 
With deeds and words thejr wild revenge purfue :'. 

Each 



RXXXVJI; ORANDO f URI OSO. 331 

' J£aeh fh*re* *te wpodiand fppil (the pro*erb qries} 
When reixt by wii»ds a peep uprppted lies* 
Let kings from M*rg*nor tbk truth belief 
Who deals in wrong, (lull jqft *ptw# receive, 
All ranks, 4&d all degree^ xxujting view'd 790 
Tte righteous faringe .that &i* c^es purftiVjL 
Many, who wept fa»e wo&er, cfcijd* «Pf wife, 
Sw# fiftcr by iw rage *tepriv'd «Tifò» 
No more by few withheld, iiflfatiettt tftoo4 
With their own hand to died 4hc ityrw&'s blood ; 795 
Scarce now defiw&ded by th' united care 
Of brave Rpger© and the, nobk fé 
Of martin dwaes, who dooea'd him *o &ftei» 
A wmefeed de*t|h ©f flow-confujiwig pstcu 

To her who feem'd with hatred keen to glow, $00 
As wooaan's heart can bear her deadliest foe. 
They gaare him bound-^a hind thai ftood befide 
A ruftic weapon for her cage fapply'd* 
A poinded goró Jbe. biw*gh*, with wfàqh % df pw 
from every Jimb sh$ foean» of fenguiae hue. $o| 
Not lefs U)an;a and her friends copibift'4 
(The 4ife di%rap$ $11 yapkling fe *bw wind) 
To work his pain s «or idle long they ftood, 
Bwt with the bejdatoe their rercnge purftt'4. 

Yet 
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Yet fuch their wifli t* offend, their fex but ill 810 

With feeble nerve fupplies the ftronger will : 

With ftones, with needles, puny war they wage, 

And every inftrument of female rage. 

As when a river fwell'd with melting fnows 

Arid founding rains a mighty torrent grows, 815 

Down the deep hills it bears with fweepy fway 

Trees, cots, and ftones, and labouring hinds away : 

At length* by flow degrees, with kflening pride 

Ij* narrow channels rolls the fhrinking tide s 

Till boys and females can the current brave, 8ao 

And dry-fhod pàfs the late .tremendous wave. 

Thus far'd It with the tyrant's ruin'd power, 

Once dreadful prov'd, but dreadful proved no more ! 

Behold tifi creft fo fall?n, his courage broke, 

His ftrength focrulh'd beneath a ftronger yoke, 825 

That infants feornihe tyrant whom, they fear'd, 

And rend, his locks or pluck his briftly beard. 

The knight and virgin* thence their way purfu'd 
Where òn the fteepy rock the caftlc ftood : 

Ver. 8 12- fPtth fiones* with needle^—] In this and fome 
other inftances of the 6tmé kind, Ariofto feems to depart 
from the Jfeaiafc chm£Ur}ja& ? tfefftaie time that the exprcfi» 
(ions are fycb .as awft have, a ludicrous effeft ilk my, laa? 
gufige. 

By 
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By none oppos'd, their hands the treafures gain'd, 
Whate'er of wealth or ftores the walls contained. 831 
Of thefe they gave Ulania part to fliare . • 
. With thofe, the late fad partners of her care ; 
And part deftroy'd : the Ihield of gold they found, 
And here the northern kings in fetters bound y 835 
Th' ill-fated three, who from their courfers cift" 
By Bradamant, unarm'd, on foot had pafs'd 
With that fair dame, who from a diftant fliore 
The radiant ihield and high commiflion bore. . . 
Nor know I yet but happier prov'd her chance, 840 
That thefe nor grafp'd the- targe, nor held the lance : 
Arms might fhe wifh, could arms her caufe main>- 

tain,' - . ■: ' 

But better left untried, than tried. in vain. . 
One fate had then ihvolv'd the wretched dame 
With thofe who thither led by warriors came : . 845 
Like thofe conduced to receive her doom, 
A wretched viélim, at the brethren's tomb. 

Unhappy females ! fated to difclpfe 
Thofe charms which virtue (hudders to expofc ! 
But more unhappy (he, wHo facjly dies, . . 856 

In bloom of life a fpotlefs'facrifice ! ' ; - 
Since all difgrace, by force compelPd, may find 
Some kindly balm to foothe th' affli&ed mind. 

Ere 



1 

L 



334 ORLANDO FURIOSO^ I; 3 U LXV1U 

Ere thefe undaunted timet the laftd fcrfake, 
À fofetan oath they bid the people take, tfg 

That every huA>*nd lhall bis wife obey, 
And yield to her the ibvereignty of fway j 
With threats that he who dares this mandate fcorn, 
Too late in forrow ihall his folly mourn. 
While men in other climes the rule maintain, fóo 
They he*e, rcVer&'d, muft oWfr the female r*igrt. 
Next were they bound what ftraagefs thither catmev 
Or knights òr fqurres> of high or lowly muffite, 
Ttf chace them thence, unkfs they fblerAn fwore 
By Heaven, by Saints*— or aught that binds us moM& 
The caufe of women cvtt tor defend* ftfó 

Foe to their foes, and to their friends a friend. 
Should any then id nuptial bonds be tied, 
Or foon or later woo the bktfbing bride. 
To her muft each hi» vow'd allegiance pay, 870 
And give her empire uhdifputdd fway. 
Marphifa vows (ere months in circling round 
Have clos'd the year, or leaves beftrow*d the ground) 
Oncd more to feek die land, and fhould (he find 
Her law negle&dd by their faithlefs kind, 875 

To give their buildings to devouring fire. 
And To* at^ once their name and vaco expire* 

Ere 
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Ere yet they went, the knight! and cither makJ 
With pious care Drufilla's eorfe cpnvey'd 
From ground impure, and in a tomb intlos'd, 8 80 
With her deaf ford in lafting lleep repos'd. 

The crotie on Marganor revenge purfu'd, 
And all his limbs with purple gore bedeW'd ; 
While ftili fhe moorn'd that Heaven denied ter 

ftrertgth 
To draw his firflferings out to endlefs length. 88 5 
The warrior-virgins near a temple fpy 
A flfately column pointing to the fky * 
On this engrave by his command, they faw 
The tyntnt r s impious and infenfete law. 
Thofe arms that Margaftor Wasi vtortt to wield 890 
Were here difpos'cf, his ctrirafs, helm, and fhiekt, 
In trophy wife— and near they bade to place 
Their new decree to bind the future race. 
So long they tarried, till the column bore 
Marphifa's law, far other than before, 895 

When the dire Tentence doom'd each wretched dame 
To timelefs death or heart-corroding fhame. 

The three departing thence, Iflanda's fair 
Remain'd behind rich veftments to prepare, 
With all the fiate befitting one who came 900 Ì 
To Charles* high court, and fuch as might proclaim > 
An envoy from a mighty foyereign dafne. J 

Fell 
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Fell Marganor was to Ulania's power 
ConfignM j but left fome unpropitious hour 
With new device fliould free him from her chain, 
And he return t* afflift the female train, 90^ 

She made the wretch a towels fteep height afcend, 
And with one leap his crimes and fufferings end. 
Of thefe the varied ftory fpeaks no more. 
But follows thofe that bend to Arli's fliore. 910 

That day and half the next the three purfued 
Their friendly journey, till at length they view'd 
Two different tracks (a&4 W ?U was either known) 
One to the camp, one led to Arli's town. 
Embracing oft, while words fadlingering fell . 915 
From either's lips, the lov<ers bade fàrewel ; , 

At length they part > the knight to Arli goes ; 
The damfels reach the camp : and here my tale I 
clofe. 
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\ THE ARGUMENT. 

Br adamant and Marphifa arrhre at the Chriftian camp, 
L where Marphifa is introduced to the emperor Charlemain, 

f and afterwards baptized in the Chriftian faith. Saint 

[ John difmifles Aftolpho from Paradife with Orlando's 

wit. The knight returns to Nubia, where he reftores 

Senapus to fight, who raises a vaft army to enable him to 

lay fiege to Biferta. His anarch into the dominions of 
k Agramant. The wind fecured in a bag. The transfor- 

; mation of ftones to horfes. Agramant calls a council at 

Arli on the ftate of his affairs. Speeches of Marfilius and 
r Sobrlno. By the advice of the latter, Agramant fends 

an embafiy to Charles with propofals to determine the war 
I by a fingle combat. Charles accepts the conditions» 

Rogero is chofen on the fide of the Pagans, and Rinaldo 
> * on the fide of the Chriftians. Affii&ion of Bradamant. 

I Preparation for the Uft> and the ceremonies previous to 

the combat. 
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YE courteous fair ! with gracious ear inclin'd 
T' attend my ftory, from your looks I find 
That much by you Rogero ftands reprov'd 
For fuch defertion of his beft belov'd : 
You fhare in aftguifh with his faithful dame, 5 

And think he little feels love's potent flame» 
Had any other caufe allur'd the knight 
Againft her will t' abfent him from her fight, 
Though hopes of greater wealth might fire his breaft, 
fhan Croefus joined with Craflus once pofiefs'd, xo 

Ver. 10. Tfran Crafus join'd with Crajfus — ] Croefus, a king 
of Lydia, celebrated for his great riches. Craflus, called by 
the Romans Marcus Craflus, is faid to have been the moft 
wealthy, and at the fame time the moft avaricious, of men* 
His wealth was reputed to have been fo immenfe, that he 
could have maintained the whole Roman army for one year» 
without any apparent dilution of his poflcflion». 
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Yet fhould I deem with you that Cupid's dart 

Had feebly ftruck, but faiPd to pierce his heart j 

Since love's dear raptures never can be fold 

For mines of filver, or for heaps of gold. 

Not only full excufe, but he who weighs 15 

What honour dictates, merits lafting praife, 

Who fliuns each aótion that may taint his name : 

Had Bradamant, regardlefs of his fame. 

Detained Rogero, fuch reftraint might prove 

A female weaknefs more than virtuous love ; 20 

And argue motives of a bafer kind 

Than fuit a generous and ^enlightened mind. 

If lovers like their own, or ev'n above 

Their dwn 3 fhould prize the lives of thofe they love, 

Beyond felf-pleafure, held by each fo dear, 25 

Should all the honour of their friends revere : 

Honour, mòre worth than life $ though life we find 

Preferr'd to.every good that courts mankind, 

Thougli fierce Almontes had his father flain^ 

-The guilt on Agtamant leaves not a ftain -, 30 

While many a kindnefe to the youth exprefs'd 

JWjth grateful feeling warm'd Rogero's breaft $ 

And urg'd him ftill imfhaken to purfue 

His mafter-s fteps : nor lefs tke praifeg £up 

"' ' . To 
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To one, who while her power could well detain 35 
A parting lover, would that power reftrain. 
"What though he left her thus, fome future hour 
Might heal the feeming wrong, and love rettore - 
To all his dues— but one fmall wound we feel 
From honour's lapfe, not years on years can heal. 40 

Rogero now to Arli's walls return'd, 
Where Agramant his fhatter'd forces mourn'd ; 
While Bradamant and brave Marphifa tied 
In friendfhip's bond, and foon to Hand allied 
By nearer claims, purfued the way that led 45 

To where king Charles his conquering banners fpread, 
And ftrain'd each nerve againft the Pagan foe, 
By war's whole force to lay their glory low, 
And free at length the Chriftian's fair domain * 
From Afric's inroad and the force of Spain. 50 

Soon as th' approach of Bradamant was heard, 
A fudden joy through all the camp appeared. 
Still as flie pafs'd, on either hand the crowd 
Declin'd with reverence, while to each Ihe bowM : 
Her coming known, to meet the glorious moid 55 
Rinaldo haften'd ; nor Richardo ftay'd ; 

Ver. 43. Whilt Bradamant—] Tfcc poet returns to Ro- 
gero in this book, ver. 519. 

Z 3 Brave 
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Brave Rich arde t to, all the numerous race 

Of noble Amon, mov'd with eager pace 

To bid the virgin welcome to the place. 

But when the tidings fpread, that with her came 60 

MarphHa bold, in arms fo great a name, 

Who from Cathay, with warlike laurels crown'd, 

Had bent her courfe to Spain's extremefc bound, 

Nor rich nor poor within the tents remain'd, 

Such fond delire each bofom entertain^ 65 

T' enjoy the fight; deep thronging round they drew* 

Together ftìch a glorious pair to view. 

To Charles they came, amlfhewho ne'er before 

Inclin'd her knee to any earthly power, 

Here firfi^(as Turpin writes) that homage paid 70 

To him, whofe hand th' imperial fceptre fway 'd* 

To Pepine mighty fon, to whom alone, 

Of every king through earth's wide regions known, 

She deem'd fuch honour due ; nor held a name, 

Chriftian or Saracen, of equal diaim, 75 

Howe'er eftéemM for virtue, wealth, or fame* 

His tent forfaking, Charles advane'd to meet 
The fearlefs maid, and on his regal feat 
Clofe at his. fide in rank refplendeat plac'd„ 
Above the kings, and lords, and barons grae'd; 80 

_ . ■ There 
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There due regard to nobleft worth was fhowà : 
There Paladins and princes of renown 
Remain'd within, a fair fele&ed few $ 
The reft afe kept without, a namelefs vulgar crew. 
Marphifa then her grateful fpeech addrèfs'd : 85 

glorious king ! o'er every fovereign bleft ! 
In arms unconquer'd — who from India's waves 
To where in Gades' ftraits old ocean raves, 
From Scythian fnows to iEthiop's burning fand, 
Haft made thy crofs rever'd in every land ! 90 
Wifeft and beft !— whofe name all praife tranfeends, 
And draws me now from earth's remoteft ends : 
Here let me own that firft, as envy wrought, 

Fell war and enmity with thee I fought 5 

And came refolv'd fuch mighty power to wreft 9$ 

From him> whofe foul a different faith profefs'd : 

For this I dy'd the fields with Chriftian blood ; 

For this, thy ruthlefs foe, prepar'd I ftood 

To work thy further harms — but ftronger fate 

To fudden friendfhip chang'd my former hate* 100 

While to thy lofs I plann'd the future blow, 

1 found (but how fome better time fhali fliow) 
Rogero, nam'd of Rifa, was my fire ; 

'Gainft whom a brother's treafon durft confpire. 
Ver. 88. — in Gades' Jiraits—1 The pillars of Hercule*. 

Z 4 Me, 
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Me, in her womb, my lucklcfs mother bore 105 

Far o'er the fcas, where at my natal hour 

A fage magician bent his care to rear 

My infant life— the feventh revolving year. 

Arabian fpoilers fnatch'd me from his hands 

And fold to Perfia, where in flavifli bands no 

My perfon grew, till urg'd by lawlefs flame 

The king my lord aflaiFd my virgin fame. 

Then him, and with him all his court, I flew, 

Dcftroy'd his kindred, and his realm o'erthrew : 

The crown I feiz'd— and fcarce my age had told 

The eighteenth fun in annual progrefs roll'd, 116 

Seven realms fubdued beneath my arms I won ; 

When envying, as I faid, thy high renown, 

I bent my thoughts to lay thy trophies low, 

With what fuccefs fucceeding time would fhow. 1 20 

But ndw my will, by ftronger power deprefs'd, 

To milder purpofe vails its haughty creft, 

Ere fince I leaned my honour'd birth to trace 

In lineage near thy own illuftrious race. 

Thus, like my (ire, a double tie I own, 1 25 

Child of thy blood, and fubjeft of thy throne. 

That hate, that envy, which fo late before 

My bofom fway'd, I eherifh there no more, 

Or 
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Or tend on Agramant the vengeful tide, 

All to his fire or grandfire's name allied, r 

The foul, detefted race by whom my parents died. 

Thus fhe; and claim'd the hallow'd baptift rite, 
Refolv'd when firft her fword had (lain in fight 
The Turkifh prince, by Charles difmifs'd to go 
And on her eaftern realms the faith bfeftow j 135 
Then turn on thofe her arm's refiftlefs power, 
That Trevigant and Mahomet adore ; 
With promife all her vi&or-fword might gain, 
Should own the caufe of Christ, and ftrengthen 
Charles's reign. 

The emperor, no lefs eloquent, than fkill'd 140 
In, fage debate, and valiant in the field, 
Much prais'd the generous maid, and much he prais'd 
Her fire, her lineage, high in honour rais'd. 
To all her words he fram'd a fair reply, 
Intrepid courage beaming from his eye ; 145 

Then clos'd his fpeech, her proffer'd love to take, 
And her his daughter by adoption make. 

Again he rofe -, he clafp'd her to his breaft, 

And with a father's kifs her forehead prefs'd. 

Ver. 133. Thusjhe;-— ] Gregorio Calaprefe, an Italian, 
publifhed a book intitled " A Ledure on the Oration of 
Marphifa to Charlemain ;" being a long tedious eulogium 
on this fpeech, and on the fpeech of Armida to Godfrey in 
the ivth book of the Jerufalem of Taflb. 

With 



34« ORLANDO FURIOSO* B.XXXTHI. 

With welcome joy advanced on. either hand 1 50 
The chiefs of Clarmont and Mograna's band» A % 
Twere long to tell how good Rinaldo paid 
Diftinguifh'd honours to the glorious maid $ 
Her deeds he witnefs'd, when the- numerous power* 
Begirt Albracca's clofe beleaguer'd towers : 155 
J Twere long to tell what joy in Guido' s breaft 
Her prefence wrought ; what equal joy imprefs'd 
Brave Sanfonetto's ibul ; nor lefs delight 
Had fable Aquilant, or Gryphon white, 
Who late with her that cruel city * view'd 160 

Where murderous females held their rule in blood. 
With thefe good Màlagigi, Vivian came, 
Aqd Richardetto* who the generous dame 
Had feen in fight, what time with theirs (he join'd 
Her conquering arms againft the treacherous kind 
* City of the Amazons. 

Ver. 154. — when the numerous powers] Alluding to 
Boyardo's ftory. 

Ver. 158. San/metto—} This is undoubtedly a flip of 

the poet's memory. In the xxxvth book, Sanfonetto, who 
had been made prifoner by Rodomont at the bridge, is faid 
to have been fent by him to Africa, and was not releafed at 
the time Marphifa came to the Chriftian camp ; for in the 
xxxixth book the fhip arrives with him and the reft of Rodo- 
monte priibners on the coaft of Africa, where he meets with 
Aftolpho, and firft recovers his liberty* 

3 Of 
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Of foul Maganza, and Lanfufa's train, 166 

Who met 10 fell their kin for fordid gain. 

Imperial Charles himfclf with zealous care. 
Bids for th' enfuing day the pomp prepare, 
Wlten in the lift, before the public fight, i*p$ 

Marphifa might receive the hallow'd rite* 
Bifhops and reverend Clerks, to whom is given 
T* explain the Chriftian laws prefcrib'd by Heaven* 
He next convene, that thefe by truth infpir'd 
Mightteach Marphifa what our faith requir'd. 17 j 
Th' archbifhop in his pontiff *s weeds array'd, 
Good Turpin, then baptiz'd the kneeling maid; 
While pious Charles miniftrant feem'd to ftand, 
And gently rais'd her with his regai hand. 

But time requires me now for him whofe fenfe 180 
Had left his brain the medicine to difpenfe, 
Which to our earth from yon bright orb afar> 
Aftolpho brings in great Elijah's car. 
And now defcending from the lunar height, 
In Paradife the faint and warrior light; 185. 

The facred vafe they bring whofe wondrous power 

Muft the great* mafter of the war rettore. 

» 

Ver. 180. But time requires — ] He returns to Brada* 
mant, ver. 535 of this book. Aftolpho was laft mentioned 
in book xxxv. veri 225. 

Then 
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Then holy John to good Aftolpho fliow'd 

A potent herb, with virtues rare endow'd ; 

With this, returned to earth, he wilTd the knight 

To touch the Nubian king, and heal his fight. 191 

Then fhould the grateful prince, for eyes reftor'd, 

And hungry harpies banifti'd from his board, 

T* affail BifertaY walls his aid afford. 

He taught him how to arm the troops unflcill'd 195 

In martial toil, and train them to the field * - 

And how unhurt to tread the burning way, 

Where blinding fands in circling eddies play. 

He bade him now remount the fteed that late 

Had ttorne Rogero and Atlantes* weight. 200 

Reludant «then his leave Aftolpho took, 

The hallow'd faint and blifsful feats forfook j 

Above the Nile he wheel'd his rapid flight, 

Till Nubia's nearer realm appear'd in fight * 

Then in the city's walls with fwift defcent 205 

Alighting, to Senapus' prefence went» 

Great was the joy the knight returning brought 
To Nubia's king, who oft in grateful thought 
Confefs'd that aid, which from the ravenous power 
Of famifh'd harpies freed his genial hour. aio 

But when the champion now had purg'd away 
The cloudy film that veil'd his vifual ray, 

Th f 
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Xh* enraptured monarch, for his fight reftor'd, 
His great deliverer as a god ador'd -, 
Nor only granted at his firft demands, 215 

T* invade Biferta's wall, auxiliar bands, 
But rais'd a hoft to which the mightieft yield, 
Twice fifty thoufand marfhall'd for the field $ 
And proffer'd thefe to head — the groaning plain 
Could fcarce the ranks of trampling foot fuftain. 22a 
On foot they march'd, for rare the race of ftecds 
In Nubia nurtur'd, while in troops fhe breeds 
The camel, patient long of parching toil, 
An4 elephant, that ftiakes the groaning foil. . 

The night preceding, ere the numerous bands 225 
Prepar'd to tread, th* inhofpitable fands, 
The Paladin his winged fteed beftrides, 
Then to the fouth his rapid pinion guides, 
And gains at length the cave, where ifluing forth 
The fouthern wind firft breathes againft the north : 
The champion (as his fage inftru&or taught) 231 
With him prepaid a bag capacious brought 5 
And while fatigq'd within the cavern deep, 
Th* outrageous blaft lay hufli'd in quiet fleep, 
This at the entrance clofe, with filent care, 235 
Unknown to him, who little dreamt the fnare, 

Aftolpho 
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Aftolpho held -, and when with rapid force 
At morn the wind^effay'd its* wonted courfe, 
The doling bag the rulhing plague repelPd, 
And in its womb the ftruggling captive held. 240 

The knight, o'erjoy'd at fuch a valued prey, 
To Nubia turn'd; and now began his way 
With all his fable hoft, while plenteous ftores 
Were borne behind to feed the numerous powers. 
With thefe the duke his glorious march purfued 245 
Safe in th' imprifon'd wind, while round he view'd 
Th' unliable fands, till from a mountain's height 
The plain and diftant lhore appeared in fight. 
His army here he ftays, and here the beft 
In difcipline he fingles from the reft, sjo 

And where the mountain bounds the fpacious plain, 
Encamp'd in legions leaves his martial train. 
Himfelf, as one who feem'd by looks intent 
On fome great purpofe, gain'd the hill's afcent ; 

Ver. 240. Ani in its womb — ] This fi&ion is borrowed 
from Homer, where Eolus makes a prcfent to Ulyffes of the 
winds in a leathern bag. Odyss. B. x. 

» at length for parting mov'd, 

The king with mighty gifts my fuit approv'd : 
The adverfe winds in leathern bags he brae'd, 
Comprefs'd their force, and lock'd each ftruggling blaft. 

Pope's Odyss. B. x. ver. 17. 
There 
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There firft the ground with knee devoutly prefs'd, 
Then to his patron faint his prayer addrefs'd : %$$ 
Secure that Heaven would Uften to his vows, 
From fcattcring hands a ftony ftower he throws; 
O ! wondrous deeds of thofe who Christ believe ! 
The falling ftones a fudden change receive } a6q 
Each takes new fhape, and grows a living beaft, 
With well-turn'd hoof, arch'd neck, and nervous cheft : 
To neighings flirili the winding crags refound ; 
The new-fcrm'd race in many a fprightly bpftnd 
Rufh to the fubjeft vale tf ith eager fpeed, %6$ 

Where every ftorie is now a generous fteed. 
They fnort, they foam, they leap in fportive play, 
Of various colour, dappled, roan, or bay. 
The fquadrons, that beneath in order ftand, 
Thefe foon behold ; as foon with ready hand 270 
Secure, and mounting poor along the plain ; 
For each was form'd with faddle, bit, and rein. 

Thus in one day Àftolpho chang'd the force 
Of fourfcore thoufand men from foot to horfe : 
With thefe in wafte the country round he laid, T)$ 
And wealthy plunder gain'd, and prifoners made. 

When Agramant had pafs'd to Gallia's ftrand, 
Three kings he left to guard his Afric land : 

The 
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The king of Ferza, Algazieri's king, 
And king Branzardo— thefe their numbers bring 280 
T' oppofe the duke, but firft with fails and oars 
A, rapid bark they fend to Europe's fliòres, 
That Agramant might learn what ills arofc 
From fuch incurfion of the Nubian foes. 
Through furging tides the veflel night and day 285 
To Arli's port purfues her ready way 5 
There-finds the king with various woes diftrefs'd, 
And riear by Charles' advancing powers opprefs'cL 

King Agramant, who heard his own domain 
Endanger'd thus, while Pepin's realm to gain 290 
He crofs'd the feas, conven'd to deep debate 
The chiefs and princes of the Pagan ftate* 
There once or twice his careful eyes he caft 
Where king Marfilius and Sobrino plac'd, 
The council join'd j of all the honoured train 295 
Wifeft and eldeft — when he thus began. 

Though ill it fits a leader'$ name to own, 
He ne'er divin'd what future time made known * 
Yet will I fay Ihould fuch misfortune light, 
As mock'd the prefcience of a mortal fight, 300 
Error were venial then — that Afric's lands 
Were left difarm'd exposM to Nubia's bands, 

The 
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The fault was mine— but who fave Heaven (whofe eye 
Can every deep event of time defcry) 
Could e'er have thought from realms remov'd afar, 
So huge a hoft would wage in Afric war 3 306 

Whofe clime beyond the burning defert lies> 
Where clouds of fand in dufty whirlwind rife ? 
Yet to Biferta's walls the fiege is laid, 
Our Afric pillag'd, and her fons difmay'd. 310 

Declare, O chiefs ! if fpent with fruitlefs toil 
Our baffled troops fhall quit this hoftile foil ; 
Or urge the conflift on, till hence we bear 
Yon Chriftian Charles a prifoner of the war : 
But how to guard at once my regal feat, 315 

And leave this empire crufh'd with great defeat; 
Let each difclofe the thought that fways his breaft, 
While we from various counfels chufe the bed. 

Here ended Agramant * and as he fpoke, 
On Spain's imperial lord, who next him took 320 
His honour'd place, he fix'd an earneft eye, 
As from his lips awaiting a reply* 
He, rifing flow, awhile in filence ftood 
Before his chief, and firft with reverence bow'd j 
■Refunding then his place, in words prepared, 325 
He thus the purport of his mind dcclar'd. 

Vol. IV, A a When 
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When Fame, O monarch ! good or evil tells, 
Evil or good beyond the truth fhe iwells. 
I little truft in tales, that idly bred, 
FVojb tongue to tongue with lying rumours fpread. 
Lefs can I credit that which fure will find 331 

No credit from a cool considerate mind. 
Who can believe that, with fuch numerous bands, 
A king, who holds the fway o'er diftant |ands, 
Should bend his march to Afric's peaceful foil 33$ 
Through parching fands, where (hrunk with heat 

and toil 
Cambyfes once had led, in evil hour, 
With wretched omens his devoted power ? 
Perchance from native hills th' Arabian train 
May 'make incurfion on the neighbouring plain, 340 

Vet. 337. Cambyfes once had led)—] Cambyfes, king of 
Media, undertook two expeditions ; one agamft the Amo- 
nites, the worihippers of Jupiter Amon ; and the other 
againft the Macrobians, a people of Ethiopia that inhabited 
the country near the Southern ocean. He divided his army 
into two parts ; with one he marched himfelf into Ethiopia, 
and the other he fent againft the Amonites ; but their pro- 
visions failing, and finding no fupplies in the barren foil 
through which they pafled, they were reduced to the moft 
dreadful extremities, and at kfl: conftrained to return with 
great lofs : tfce othe^anpy, in attemptiijg topafs oyer the de- 
ierts, was buried under the mountains of fand. 

'''"-. And, 
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And, while no force opposed, deftru&ion make, 
And fack and kill, and many a captive take: 
Meanwhile Branzardo, to whofe trufted hand 
Thou gav'ft the rule (thy viceroy in the land) 
For every ten a thoufand writes, that blame 345 
For fuch defeat may lefs attend his name. 
Grant that the Nubians are by wondrous power 
Sent like fame ftorm or heaVen-dire&ed ihower j 
Grant that they feem from clouds on earth to light, 
Their march conceaFd from every mortal fight s 350 
Weak were indeed thy foldiers* hearts to lhow 
Inglorious fear of fuch a daftard foe* 
Yet from thy fhips difpatch a chofen fewi 
1 And let thy ftandards but appear in view* 
Nubians and naked Arabs all fliall fly, 25S 

And in their wonted confines trembling lie : 
Though unexpefted now thofe fpoilers dare 
Difturb thy kingdom with invafive war, 
While diftant here thy banded powers remain, 
And feas divide thee from thy native reign. 360 
But thou on Charles with double ardor prefs, 
His kinfman's abfence muft enfure fuccefs $ 
Orlando loft, of air yon Chriftian foes 
Not one (hall more your rifing fates oppofe, 

A a 2 Unleft 
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Unlefs yourfelf negleót the glorious crown, 365 

That waits to bind your temples with renown ; 
Till time from thee his favouring lock fhall turn, 
And we too late our fhame and ruin mourn. 

With words like thefe, in reafon's garb addrefs'd* 
Spain's mighty lord the peers aflembled prefs'd, 370 
And urg'd to keep in France the martial bands 
Till Charles was exil'd from his native lands. 

Then king Sobrino fpoke, whofe judgment view'd 
That king Marfilius lefs in fpeech purfued 
The general caufe, than labour'd to conceal 375 
His private aims with fhow of public zeal. 

He thus — When peace I counfell'd, would to 

Heaven. 

Th* event had fhown that ill th* advice was given I 

Or that thou then hadft deign'd, O king ! to hear 

Thy old Sobrino with a willing ear; 380 

Nor then in Rodomont confided moft> 

In Martebufto and Alzirdo's boaft, 

With Martifmo^r-would that each I name 

Were prefent now ! — but chief that fon of fame, 

Stern Rodomont, who vow'd in «very chance 385 ' 

Thy fate to follow with his fingle lance, 

And cru(h beneath his arm the brittle power of] 

France : 

So 
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So might my tongue reproach thè recreant knight 
"Who lives in floth, a truant from the fight 5 
While I who durft ungracious truths declare, 390 
(Then deem'd a coward) ftill thy fortune fhare, 
And yet will fhare, while life informs my breaft, 
That life, which now with weight of years opprefs'd, 
1 ftand prepar'd for each event to yield 
To every Frank that dares us in the field. 395 

Nor is there one fhall tax Sobrino's name, 
Of all who boaft their deeds eclipfe my fame. 
Thus far I fpeak, that what with fervent zeal 
I once declar'd, and what I now reveal, 
May no effeót of fear or weaknefs prove, 400 

But marks of loyal truth and faithful love. 
'Hear then, O king ! my counfel to retreat, 
And turn with fpeed to thy paternal feat. 
Unwife the man whofe fruitlefs aimpurfues 
The good another holds, his own to lofe ! 405 

What is our gain thou know'ft— from Afric's fhorc 
Full thirty kings, the vaflals of thy power, 

Ver. 389. Who lives in ]loth y - — ] Rodomont, fince he 
had been defeated by Bradamant on the bridge at the tomb 
of Ifabella, was retired from the field, and lived a reclufe,as 
Was the cuftom of chivalry, to expiate the difgrace which he 
Jjad brought on the profeffion of knighthood. 

A a 3 we 
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Wc crofs'd the feas— now count the remnant train, 

And fcarce a wretched third alive remain ! 

Forbid it, Heaven, or more muft yet be loft ! 410 

Shouldft thou, O monarch ! follow to our coft 

Th' improfperous war, foon death may level all, 

And chiefs and people (hare one common fall ! 

Orlando's abfence yields but little aid 

To* force like ours with every day decay 'd : 415 

No ruin hence remov'd— though ruthlefs fate 

Some little fpace prolongs our wretched date. 

Behold Rinaldo, fam'd in many a fight, 

And fcarcely yielding to Orlando's might. 

Behold his brethren, kinfmen, all the train 420 

Of Paladins, whofe deathlefs arms maintain 

The Chriftian caufe ; whofe deeds the world reveres, 

And every Saracen with terror hears ! 

With thefe another Mars exaóts the praife 

Which to a foe my tongue relu&ant pays ; 425 

The valiant Brandimart, whofe fearlefs breaft 

(Like his Orlando) danger ne'er deprefs'd : 

Part have I heard, and part by trial known. 

His deeds to others' coft in battle fhown. 

And fince Orlando to their arms was loft, 430 

Lefs good than evil has befall'n our hoft. 

To 
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To fufferings now endùr'd, my boding' mind * 
Foretels, alas ! more fufferings yet behind. 
Lo ! Mandricardo pale in death is laid, 
And ftern Gradaffo has withdrawn his aid, 435 

"With Algiers' king — yet would the laflr as well 
But prove his duty as his arms excel, 
Gradaflb's abfence might be held more light, 
Nor fhould we fo regret the Tartar knight* 
While théfe we lofe, while breathlefs on the plain 
Thoufand$ by thoufands lie our warriors (lain, 441 
While all our troops are drawn from Afric's fhore» 
Nor can fupplies our drooping hopes rettore, 
Four knights have join'd with Charles, whofe mar- 
tial name 
Equals Orlando's or Rinaldo's fame ; 445 

Since from thefe realms to where cold Ba&ros flows, 
No chiefs in field can four fuch chiefs oppofe : 
Perchance to thee is favage Guido known, 
With Sanfonettó, and each generous fon 
Of Olivero born *— -thefe more I fear 450 

Than many a knight, than many a valiant peer, 
That Germany and various regions fend 
Againft our force, their empire to defend ; 

• Gryphon and Aquilani** 

A a 4 Though 
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Though each new aid that fwells their hoftile bands 
From us new courage, new allies demands. 455 
Whene'er we dare the field, the field we lofe, 
And infamy with rout our arms purfues. 
If Spain and Afric oft with lofs engag'd, 
When, two to one oppos'd, the fight they wag'd, 
What chance is ours, where Franks and Scots combine, 
Where Englifh, Germans, and Italians join, 461 
Where every fix of ours twelve Chriftians meet ? 
What hope of aught but fhame and foul defeat ? 
In time retire — and with thy kingdom fave 
Our few furvivors from a foreign grave. 465 

Marfilius left, the world perchance may blame 
Thy breach of faith, but to preferve thy name 
From all reproach, fuch terms thou may'ft enfuro 
As fhall, with thine, Marfilius' peace fecure. 
Yet with thy fame if ill it feems to ftand, 470 

That thou, firft injur'd, fhould'ft a truce demand 5 
If itili untir'd on war thy thoughts are bent, 
(With what fuccefs thou feed by fad event) 
One only way remains to turn the tide 
Of wavering conqueft from the Chriftian fide : 475 
Hear but my counfel — to fome valorous knight 
Entruft our kingdom's caufe in fingle fight, 
And be Rogero nam*d the champion of thy right. 

Wo 
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We know Rogero,' arm'd with fword and fhield, 

Can equal prowcfs in the lifted field 480 

With great Orlando or Rinaldo boaft, 

Or any leader of the Chriftian hoft. 

But if thou ftill purfu'ft a general war, 

Though more than human deeds his worth declare, 

He ftands but one amidft innumerous foes, 48c 

Where warriors like himfelf their ftrength compofe. 

If thou my words approve, a meflage fend 

To Chriftian Charles, that mutual ftrife may end : 

He for the lift fhall name his boldeft Ipight 

Who dares encounter thine in equal fight , 450 

Till one fhall fall — that king fhall tribute pay, 

Whofe champion flain or vanquifh'd yields the day. 

Nor Charles I truft (whate'er his arms have won) 

Will proffer'd peace on fuch conditions fhun : 

In brave Rogero firmly I confide 45 r 

That certain conqueft muft his force betide ; 

So juft our caufe, that all to him fhall yield, 

Though Mars himfelf oppos'd him in the field. 

With thefe perfuafive words Sobrino mov'd 
Th' afiembled peers 5 the peers th* advice approved. 
That day th' important embafly they frame, 50 1 
f Jwt day to Charles the chofen envoys camg^ 

When 
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When Charles, who knew what warriors of renown 
Maintain'd his quarrel, deem'd the prize his own. 
Then to Rinaldo he the combat gave, 505 

Whom next Orlando, braveft of the brave, 
He trufted moft— Meantime, on either hand, 
The mice was welcom'd by each martial band : 
With labours fpent, with anxious cares opprefs'd, 
They hail the hour that promised future reft ; 510 
And curs'd that difcord (bane of human good) 
That urg'd their fouls to hate, their hands to blood. 

Rinaldo thus with honour'd preference graced 
Above his peers, in whom his fovereign plac'd 
The charge his empire and his fame to guard, 515 
Exulting for the glorious lift prepaid * 
Nof fear'd Rogcro's arm might his excel, 
Though by that arm ftern Mandricardo fell. 
- But good Rogero, while his foul confefs'd 
His monarch's favour, fingled from the reft * $20 
From Afric's ldrds by Agramant decreed 
In fuch a caufe to conquer or to bleed, 
Yet loòk'd with downcaft eyes of heavy cheer, 
Though, unappalPd, his bofom knew not fear. 
Rinaldo had he fcorn'd, and with him join'd 52$ 
Orlandg's fclfj but, ah ! his troubled mind 

4 Viewed 
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View'd in his foe a warrior near allied 

To noble Bradamant, his future bride ; 

His beft-belov'd, who oft with anguifli mov'd 

In tender lines his breach of faith reprov'd : 530 

And fhould he thus her future hopes requite, 

To meet her brother now in mortal fight, 

Such change to hatred muft her bofom feel, 

As all his cares could ne'er fuffice to heal. 

If to himfelf Rogero mourns in vain $3$ 

The part that Heaven has call'd him to fuftain, 
Soon as the flying news his fair-one hears, 
Sighs follow fighs, her eyes are filPd with tears z 
She ftrikes her lovely breaft, her golden hairs 
She rends away, her bloodlefs cheek (he tears : 540 
She calls Rogero perjur'd and ingrate, 
And, loud lamenting, weeps her cruel fate. 
Whate'er event fhould chance" on either fide* 
To her, in every chance, muft woe betide : 
She dares not think the day may fatal prove 545 
To him, the objeót of her deareft love : 
But fhould high Heaven his righteous doom difpenfe 
To punifti France for fome remote offence, 
Befide a brother's lofs, more thrilling pains 
Muft rend her foul, a deeper curfe remains : 550 

She 
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She durft not then, but to her foul difgrace, 
And hate incurr'd from all her angry race, 
Again her dear, her plighted lord review, 
And in the face of all thofe vows renew, 
Thofe vows, yhich ever prefent to her mind, 555 
By night, by day, her anxious thoughts defign'd 
To fee fulfilFd — fo ftrong was either tied, 
No ftruggling could the mutual knot divide, 
Or late repentance fet their loves afide. 

But flie, whofe friendly fuccour ne'er had fail'd, 
Whene'er ill chance againft the fair prevail'd, 561 
The fage Melifla, with attentive ears, 
Not unconcern'd her plaintive forrow hears : 
She comes with gentle words to foothe maid, 
And promife gives of unexpe&ed aid ; 565 

When need requires, to give her fears relief, 
And ftay the fight, her fatal caufe of grief. 

But now the rival knights, with equal care, 
Their weapons for th' expeéted lift prepare : 
The choice of weapons to the chief remains, 570 
Whofe valiant arm the Roman caufe maintains j 
And he, who fince his gallant fteed he loft, 
Still fought on foot amid th' embattled hoft, 
Refolves, in plate and mail, on foot t' engage, 
With axe and dagger keen the fight to wage. 575 

Thus, 
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Thus, whether fix'd by chance, or whether wrought 
By Malagigi with forefeeing thought ; 
Who knew full well how Baiifarda's force 
Through arms and armour takes its ruthlefs courfe, 
Without their trufty fwords each noble knight 580 
With axe and dagger will decide the fight ; 
And near the walls of Arli's ancient feat, 
They chufe a fpacious plain for combat meet. 

Aurora fcarce had rais'd her watchful head 

1 

Above the waves from old Tithonus* bed, 585 

To uflier in the day that feem'd decreed 

To fee the viftor crown'd, the vanquifh'd bleed, 

When, lo ! on either hand, with equal care 

A chofen fquadron to the field repair : 

They pitch the tents in due proportion^ fpace, 590,. 

And near the tents two rifing altars place. 

j s Ere long, in order marlhall'd train by train, 
The Pagan forces ifTued to the plain : 
Full in the midft, in barbarous fplendor drefs'd, 

j Proud Afric's king a fiery courier prefs'd j 595 

I Ver. 584. Aurora fcarct had raised — J The feveral cir- 

' cumftances of the truce between Charles and Agramant, 

! and the breaking of it by the intervention of Melifla, ire 

copied from the xiith book of Virgil, where the Latin poet 
j defcribes the ceremonies preparatory to the fingle combat 

' between /Eneas and Turn us, and the machine of Juturna. 

■ • His 



3 66 ORLANDO FU RIO SO. B. XXXVIII. 

His colour bay, his fkin was glofly bright, 
Black was his mane, two feet and front were white* 
Befide the king his fteed Rogero rein'd; 
Nor him t' attend Marfilius' felf difHaiu'd, . 
Whofe hand the helmet held, fo late in fight 600 
With peril conquer'd from the Tartar knight : 
That helmet, once in Trojan battles borne, 
A thousand years ago by He&or worn. 
With- king Marfilius various chiefs of fame, 
Nobles and barons, plead their equal claim s 605 
On either fide his arms and weapons hold, 
His arms with jewels fet and rich with gold. 

Then iffuing from their works in fliining fwarms 
Imperial Charles condufb his troops in arms, 
In blazing, pomp and military ihow, 610 

As if on equal terms t' engage a foe. 
His noble Paladins their, lord inclòfe, 
And near him arrn'd the bold Rinaldo goes, 
Arm'd fave his head— that helmet which of yore 
In fatal combat fam'd Mambrino wore, 615 

The Danifh Paladin Ugero bears : 
Duke Namus next befide the knight appears, 
One axe he holds, of two for fight ordain'd, 
One royal Salomone'* hand fuftain'd. 

H«r* 



B.K^XVIIL ORBANDO FURI Q 30. 3 $j 

Here various chiefs each Chriftian fquadronled, 640 
And there the powers of Spain and Afric fpread. 
Between the camps was left an ample fpace, 
Where* fave the champions, none the fatal place 
Muft dare to tread — the trumpet's dreadful breath 
For each offence denouncing certain death. 6a| 
The Chriftian warrior firft, pr^par'd for fighti 
His weapon feiz'd, and next the Pagan knight : 
When now advanc'd before the martial bands 
Two priefts appear'd, each bearing in his hands 
A volume clos'd : one hallow'd page proclaim'd 630 
Christ's fyhmélefs lifip -, the Koran one was nam'd* 
With that, the emperor came, devout, in mien ; 
With this, the Pagan Agramant was feen* 
Imperial Charles before his alsar ftay'd* 
And thus with lifted hands to Heaven he pray'd» 

O God ! who could'ft in flefti refign thy breath 6jf> ' 
To fave devoted fouls from fin and death ! 
O Virgin pure ! from whom, for our frail lake* 
That God vouchfafd a human form to take, 
And in thy hallow'd womb nine months remain, 644 
Thy virgin-flower prefer v'd from mortal ftain* 
Be witneis now, that for myfelf I fwear> 
And each that may henceforth this, fceptre bear. 
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To Agramant, and all whofc future hand 

Shall hold the rule of his paternal land, 645. 

Of fineft gold an annual fum to pay, 

Should here my chofen champion lofe the day : 

And more-— I fwear to fix a peace fo iure 

As may to time's remoteft verge endure. 

If this I fail, let each offended power 65a 

On me, on mine, the heavieft vengeance lhower, 

But fpare my people— here thy wrath let fall, 

Nor ftretch, for my offence, thy fcourge to all. 

•Yet to the world a dread example fhow, 

What punifliment awaits the broken vow. 65 £ 

Thus while he pray'd, he grafp'd the facred book 
With pious zeal, and upwards fix'd his look. 

And now they pafs'd to wherewith fplendorgrac'd. 
The Pagan train a fecond altar plac'd: 
There vow'd king Agramant to waft his powers 660 
Through midland waters back to Afric's fhores, 
And tribute to the Chriftian monarch yield, 
Should good Rogero vanquifh'd prefs the field 5 
And bid (as Charles had fworn) all hatred ceafe, 
To bind the folemn league with lafting peace. 665 

The Pagan then, amidft the liftening crowd* , 
His prophet Mahomet invok'd aloud, 

And 
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And on the book t' obferve his path he fwore, 
The book which in his hand the Pontiff bore. 

Then from the altars fworn each prince withdrew 
Back to his train* when from the martial crew 671 
The noble champions, ere in fight they join'd, 
Advanc'd with mutual oaths themfelves to bind. 

Rogero fwore, if heedlefs of the right 
His monarch (hould difturb th* approaching fight, 
No longer to confefs his fovereign fway, 676 

(His chief or peer) but only Charles obey. 
Then vow'4 Rinaldo, if the Chriftian lord 
Should the firft caufe to break the truce afford, 
And fudden call him from the lifted field 680 

Ere he (hould fall* or fee Rogero yield, 
Then for his fovereign Agramant to own, 
His future knight and guard of Afric's throne. 

Now all perform'd, as folemn rites requir'd, 
Each champion backward to his lines ret;r'd, 685 
To wait the fign — when foon refounding far ' 

The fhrill-mouth'd trumpet gave the peal of war. 

Ver. 669. — — the Pontiff—] This word may probably 
appear not ftri&ly proper when applied to a Mahometan 
prieft ; but it is after the Italian — Papafib. Liberties of this 
kind are common with the poets of that time. 

Vol. IV. B b The 
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The fight begins — loud ftrokes are echo'd round ; 
Now high, now low, the brandifli'd weapons found. 
Above, beneath, the thundering axe is fpedj 690 
No\|f aim'd againft the breaft, and now the head. 
So well they ftrive, no words fuffice to praife 
The matchlefs fkill that either arm difplays. 
But good Rogero, who the brother fought 
Of her whofe love poflefs'd his every thought, 69$ 
So cautious ftruck, his caution feem'd to fhow 
A ftrength inferior to his gallant foe $ 
Readier to ward than ftrike, he feldom aim'd a blow 
Scarce knows he what he feeks ; nor would he try 
To wound Rinaldo, nor himfelf would die. 700 
But now methinks the ftated bound in view 
Permits me not the ftory to purfue. 
The book enfuing (hall the reft unfold, 
If then you deign to hear the fequel told. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Rogero and Rinaldo being engaged in (ingle combat to de- 
cide the difpute of the two nations, Melifla, by a device, 
incites Agramant to break the truce. A general battle 
enfues, and the two knights feparate by mutual agreement. 
Valour of Brzdamant and Marphifa. Proceedings of 
Aftolpho in Africa. The leaves of trees transformed to 
{hips. Arrival of Olivero, San Tonetto, Brandimart, and 
other Chriftian knigbts, who had been prifoners to Rodo- 
monte Thefe are received with great joy by Aftolpho. 
Orlando, in his madnefs, wandering from place to place, 
comes to the camp of Aftolpho, who, according to the in- 
ftrudions of Saint John, reftores him to his fenfes. Pre- 
parations for the fiege of Biferta. The Pagan army in 
France being routed by Bradamant and Marphifa, Agra- 
mant is obliged to quit the field, and with fome of his 
(hips fails from the port of Arli for Africa ; but is met by 
Dudon's fleet, that attacks him unawares during the night, 
and burns and deftroys mod of his veflels. 
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GR E A T is the woe that good Rogero knows, 
A woe by far furpafiing other woes : 
On either fide too cruel fate prevails ; 
His honour here, and there his love affails. 
He now may perifh by Rinaldo's hand ; 5 

Or fhould his arm the Chriftian foe withftand, 
He to his miftrefs muft refign his breath, 
Whofe hate incurr'd (hall feal his bittereft death. 

Rinaldo, not with thoughts like thefe diftrefs'd, 
- On conqueft bent, his brave opponent prefs'd 10 
With every nerve; his axe of temper fteel'd 
Now here, now there, in rapid circles wheel'd, 
At head or arm he aim'd ; while ftill prepaid 
On every part the threatening wound to ward, 

B b 3 Rogero, 
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Rogcro turn'd ; but when a ftroke he dealt, 15 

The cautious ftroke Rinaldo little felt. 
Anxious the Pagan lords the knights funrey, 
Who feem'd ill pair'd for fuch a glorious day. 
Too flow his arm and axe Rogero moves ; 
Too well his arm and axe Rinaldo proves. 20 

The king of Afric, pale with altered hue, 
Bent on the doubtful fight his fearful view : 
On old Sobrino now he turn'd the blame, 
Whofe erring counfel rifk'd a nation's fame. 
But fage MelifTa, that eternal fource 25 , 

Of magic power tranfeending human force, 
Now call afide her female form, and took 
The king of Algiers' habit, voice, and look. 
Like haughty Rodomont her arms (he bore, 
Like him a dragon's femblant hide flie wore ; 30 
Like him flie feem'd her pointed lance to wield, 
So hung her fword, fo gleam 'd her boffy fhield : 
A demon, in a courfer's fhape, fhe rode, 
And fudden piercing thro' the wondering crowd, 
Before Troyano's penfive fon fhe prefs'd, 35 

And, frowning, thus with thundering voice addrefs'd. 
Ill have you jqdg'd, O king ! with fuch a knight 
To match a (tripling warrior, raw in fight $ 

In 
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In fuch an arm fo rafhly to confide 

For what muft Afric's weal and crown decide. 40 

Halle — ftay the combat— on whofe iflue wait 

Difgrace and ruin to yourfelf and ftate. 

*Tis Rodomont that fpeaks — attend no more • 

To keep the truce or oath you madly fwore. 

Unlheath the fword * let every valiant hand 45 

Enforce its edge on yon devoted band. 

Lo ! I am here — and each amid your hoft 

May now the vigour of a hundred boaft. 

Thus lhe : unwary Agramant approv'd, 
And forth he rulh'd, with headlong fury mov'd : 50 
The lying form of Sarza's monarch wrought 
Such fudden change, he banifh'd from his thought 
The treaty made y nor had he priz'd fo high 
A thoufand warriors as this fole ally. 
Behold on every fide with eager fpeed 55 

They couch the fpear, and fpur the foamy fteed : 
Melifla, when her arts had mix'd in fight 
The jarring nations, vanifh'd from the fight. 
The champions, who the growing tumult faw, 
The lifts difturb'd againft all martial law, 60 

With-held their ftrpkes, and joined their friendly 

hands, 
Till time fhould tell what fury mix'd the bands 

B b 4 In 
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In impious ftrife, and whence the breach had fprung, 

From ancient Charles, or Agramant the young. 

Again each vow'd to prove the future foe 6$ 

Of him whofe guilt could thus his faith forego. 

Wild uproar now fucceeds — and fhouting loud 

Here forward prefs, there backward fhrink the crowd. 

One aft alike is honour or difgrace, 

And ftamps alike the valiant and the bale. 70 

Alike, on every fide, in heaps they run, 

But thefe to meet, and thofe the fight to fhun. 

As wheh a well-breath'd hound impatient views 
A beaft fwift flying which the pack purfues : 
He hears the dogs, he pants to join thè train $ 75 
His lord forbids it, and he pants in vain : 
So, with her noble friend, Màrphifa's breaft 
Till then the feelings of the brave confefs'd $ 
Till then the pair with deep regret furvey'd 
Each mighty hoft in idle pom]p array'd j 80 

And oft rcpin'd to think the folemn day 
Forbade their arms t' invade fo rich a prey. 
But now, the league diffolv'd, they gladly flew 
To fate their warmth" on Afric's warring crew : 

Ver. 69. One aft alike — ] The fenfe of this paflage, which 

at firft may appear rather obfeure, is, that fonie (how their 

valour by running to engage the enemy, and feme their 

cowardice by running to avoid the enemy. 

Her 
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Her fpear Marphifa through the foremóft fent ; 85 
His breaft it piere'd and ifltied at a vent 
Two feet behind ; her falchion then ftie took, 
And four ftrong helmets fhatterM at the ftroke. 
Not with lefs valour Bradamant engag'd, 
Though with her golden lance the virgin wag'd 90 
A different fight, while all to earth fhe threw, 
But not a warrior by her weapon flew. 
Thus, fide by fide, the pair undaunted fought, 
j And witnefs'd each what deeds the other wrought : 

Till, parting now, they took a fepàrate cotirfe, 95 
As anger drove them on the Moorifh force. 
Who can the name of every Pagan tell, 
That by the lance of gold difmounted fell ? 
1 Or thofe, whofe heads on earth full low were laid, 

I Or cleft or lopt by fierce Marphifa's blade ? 100 

As where oft Apenninc foft breezes blow, 
And verdant turf the heights afcending fhow, 
i Two rolling torrents rufh with fweepy fway, 

I And from the fummit take divided way : 

They whirl huge ftones, from craggy hills uptear 
The towering trees, and to the vallies bear 106 

The labourer's hope, and ftrive with rageful force , 
I Which moft fhall fcatter ruin in its courfe : 

f The 



378 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXXIX. 

The fearlefs virgins thus their progrefs held 
Along the plain, while Afric's legions quell'd i io 
ConfefsM their might, and fhrunk with chilling fear 
Where that the falchion wielded, this the fpear. 
King Agramant can fcarce the troops detain 
Around his ftandard, and their flight reftrain. 
He calls aloud — he turns— intrepid ftands 115 

To brave the foe, and Rodomont demands. 
Impell'd by him, he deem'd his fame betray'd ; 
The folemn league difiblv'd, fo lately made ; 
His Gods profan'd — while he, for whom he broke 
All ties of honour, now his fight forfook : iao 

Nor yet Sobrino he beheld, for fled 
In Ark's walls Sobrino veil'd his head $ 
Abjur'd the deed, and in his fears divin'd 
Some plague that day by righteous Heaven affign'd 
To punilh guilt of fuch an impious kind. 1 25 
With him Marfiiius to the town retir'd, 
Such dread religion in their fouls infpir'd. 
Thus Agramant can ill th' aflault fuftain 
Of royal Charles, conducting in his train 
The Englilh, German, and Italian name, 130 

AU valiant chiefs, and men of mighty fame. 
With thefe the Paladins their ftation hold, 
Like fparkling jewels fet on tiffued gold -, 

And 



:} 



B.XXXIX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 379 

And join'd to thefc were knights of high renown, 
Whofe praifc in arms thro' all the world was blown ; 
Guido, whofe worth his noble deeds declare; 136 
And Olivero's fons *, a dauntlefs pair. 
Already told, 'twere needlefs now to tell 
Of thofe two dames that fought in field fo well. 
By hands like thefe the carnage wider fpread, 140 
And countlefs Pagans ftrow'd the fields with dead. 

But l^ve we here the fight, and traverfe o'er 

Without a fliip the fea to Afric's fhore ; 

Nor think with Gattia's arms my mind fo fraught, 

To banifh good Aftolpho from my thought. 14^ 

What grace the fage Apoftle fhow'd the knight 

Already have I told; and if aright 

My mem'ry ferves, how king Branzardo rofe 

With all his force to meet the Chriftian foes» 

And Nubia's ftrength; and how to his the train 150 

Of Algazieri's king was join'd in vain : 

Such motley fuccours, as in hafte fupplied, 

Through all her kingdom Afric could provide 

# Gryphon and Aquilant. 

Ver. 14a* And leave we here tie fightf— •] He returns to 
Bradaraant and Marphifa in this book, ver» 540 ; and to 
Agraroant, ver» 528 of this book. 

Of 
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Of every kind, were fnix'd without regard; 
The levies fcarce old age or females fparM : 155 
For Agramant, on vengeance bent, had drain'd 
With two defcents on France his native land : 
Her ftrength exhaufted thus, the remnant few 
Composed a feeble and unwarlike crew : 
And fuch they prov'd ; for when with diftant fight" 
They view'd the foe, they turn'd their backs inj 
flight 161 J 

(Like timorous herds) before the Chriftian knight*. m 
With Pagans (lain Aftolpho heap'd the ground, 
But fome their fafety in Biferta found. 
BTtve Bucifaro prifoner then remain'd : 165 

The (heltering city king Branzardo gain'd, 
Who deeply mourn'd for Bucifaro's fate, 
N A lofs not little to the public ftate. 
Large was 4 Biferta, and requir'd his care 
Againft a fiege her bulwarks to repair: 170 

111 could he this purfue without the aid 
Of Algazieri's king f ; and óft he weigh'd 
The haplefs prince's lofs, while, deep diftrefs'd, 
A thoufand cares ky brooding in his breaft. 
♦ Astqlpho. f Bucifaro, 

Ver. 157. With two itfants — ] It appears from Boyardo^ 
that Agramant had twice invaded the dominions of Char- 

lemain. 

At 
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At length his mind recali'd a Danifh knight 175 

Whom many a month, a prifoner made in fight, 

He held in bonds, and Dudon was his name : 

Near Monaco him Sarza's king o'ercame, 

When firft to France he crofs'd from Afric's ftiore j 

The Paladin from that difaftrous hour 180 

Remained a captive in Branzardo's power. 

For Bucifaro now Branzardo meant 

T* exchange the Dane, and trufty envoys fent 

Tò Nubia's chief, for o'er the Nubian bands 

By fpies he knew that England's duke commands ; 

And deem'd he gladly would fuch terms receive, 186 

A Paladin from bondage to relieve : 

Nor err'd the prince, fincc good Aftolpho clos'd 

With king Branzardo for th' exchange propos'd. 

Dudon, releas'd, the gentle duke repaid 190 

With grateful thanks, and now companions made 

Ver. I77*— - Dudon was his name:] This knight is one 
of the perfonages in the Orlando Innamorato, and is there 
faid to be made prifoner with Rinaldo, Prafildo, and others, 
at the bridge of Arridano ; and mention is made by Boyardo 
of his being taken prifoner by Rodomont, as here fet forth 
by Ariofto. 

Ver. 185. —— that England's duke commands ;] By this 
paffage it appears that Senapus gave the effe&ive command 
of the whole army to Aftolpho. 

In 
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In glorious toils, in counfel both unite, 
And plan by land and fea the future fight. 

Aftolpho, leader of fo vaft a power 
That Afric's forces, feven times numbered o'er, 195 
Could ne'er oppofe, revolving in his thought 
What from the holy fage in charge he brought, 
To take Provence and all the neighbouring ftrand 
Of Acquamorta from the Pagan's hand, 
Which late they won, he from his numerous train 
Sele&s the foldiers that might beft fuftain 201 
New toils and dangers on the gulphy main. 
Then either hand with gather'd leaves he fill'd, 
Which laurels, cedars, palms, and olives yield : 
Befide the margin of the feas he flood, 205 

And call the foliage in the dafhing flood. 
O happy fouls ! fo highly priz'd in Heaven ! 
Stupendous grace to mortals rarely given ! 
O wonder ! fcarce by human faith believ'd ! 
Soon as the waves the fcatter'd leaves receiv'd, 210 
They fwell'cLin bulk, and (miracle to view !) 
Each long, and large, and curv'd, and heavy grew. 
The fibres fmall to cables chang'd appear'd, 
The larger veins in folid mails were rear'd 5 
One end the prow, and one the fteerage fhow'd, 215 
Till each a perfeft fhip the billows rode. 

In 



B.XXXIX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 383 

In equal number now the tides they fweep, 
As leaves before were fcatter'd on the deep. 
Strange was the fight, as thefe in turn became 
Barks , galleys, v tranfports, every various name 220 
That forms a fleet, with compafs* oars, and fails, 
Prepaid to ftem the furge and catch the gales. 
Nor fail'd the duke fuch ikilful hands to find 
As oft were wont to dare the ftorm and wind. 
Corfians and Sardians, bred to plough the wave, 225 
His pilots, mafters, and his feamen gave. 
Embark'd full twenty thoufand quit the land 
Of every kind, o'er whom the chief command 
Brave Dudon held, whofe name to none could yield 
For fkill at fea or courage in the field. 230 

While near the coaft the fleet at anchor lay, 
Awaiting winds to fpeed them on their way, 
From diftant lands a veflel reach'd the fhore 
That many a lucklefs warrior captive bore. 
Thofe knights lhe brought, who at the rifk of life 
Prov'd on the narrow bridge th* unequal ftrife j 236 
Whom haughty Rodomont awhile detain'd, 
And doom'd to lie in foreign dungeons chain'd. 
With thefe the kinfman * of the earl was found. 
And Sanfonetto, Brandimart renown'd ; 240 

* Olivero. 

With 
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With more, whofe titles need not here a place, 

Of Gafcon, German, or Italian race. 

The pilot, driven before th' impetuous wind, 

Had left his deftin'd Algiers far behind ; 

And now, unconfeious of the lurking foes, 245 

Not fearing danger, to the bay he goes ; 

There peaceful thinks among his friends to .reft, 

As Progne flies to her loquacious neft. 

But when he faw th* imperial eagle fly, 

The golden lily and the leopards nigh, 250 

The frighted colour from his features fled $ 

As one who, unawares, with heedlefs tread, 

Has crufh'd a fnake that fwoln with poifon lay 

In (lumber ro!l r d amid the graffy way : 

Ver. 248. Js Progne flies to her loquacious neJiJ\ — loquace 
nido: — this phrafe is ufed by Dryden, fpcaking of the fwal- 
low in his verfion of Virgil : 

To f urn Uh her loquacious neft with food. 

Ver. 249. — tV imperial eagle fly ^ 

The golden lily and the leopards nigh^\ The eagle 
a'nd the golden lily were the arms of the empire and of 
France, and therefore borne by ChaHemaiiu The leopards 
are faid by Ariofto, I know not with what authority, to 
have been the arms of England, and borne by Aftolpho, fon 
of Otho, king of England ; hence in the xvth book he fays 
Of this knight that he was f ' . 

Known by the baron of the leopard's name. 
_ " 8 Trembling 
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Trembling and pale he flies the venom'd peft 255 
That darts his tongue and rears his fanguine creih 
In vain the pilot would regain the deep, 
Or in his hold the captive warriors keep. 
Brave Brandimart and Olivero freed* 
With Sanfonetto, from the deck proceed ^60 

To greet the generous duke and Dudón brave* 
Who to their friends a cordial welcome gave j 
While him wljofe fhip the noble priioners bore, 
They doom'd for penance to the labouring oar* 

Great Otho's fon * within his tent receiv'd 265 
The warlike guefts, with welcoprte reft reliev'd 5 
With needful food, with arms and veils fupply'd, 
What want could claim or friendfhip could provide» 
With thefe to wafte awhile the focial hour 
In pleafing converfe, Dudon near the fhore 270 

Detain'd his fleet, and deem'd the time delay'd 
With fuch diftinguifh'd warriors well repaid. 
Of thefe he heard whate'er of late befel 
To Charles or France ; by thefe inftru&ed well 
Where beft prepar'd his navy's ftfength to bend, 275 
To guard the faithful and the foes offend. 

While thus in ufeful talk the peers he held, 
A fuddcn noife was heard, that louder fwell'd, 

* AsTOLPHO. 

Vol. IV. C c From 
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From man to man purfu'd with deep alarms 

Of rattling drums that rous'd the camp to arms. 280 

Aftolpho with his noble comrades prefs'd 

Their ready fteeds, and to the found addrefs'd : 

With eager looks enquiring as they pafs'd 

Whence came the tumult, till they view'd at laft 

A favage man, who naked and alone * 285 

Had all the camp in wild diforder thrown. 

Grafp'd in his hand a club he brandifh'd, rude 

With frequent knots, of firm well-feafon'd wood : 

Where'er it fell, each wretch that felt the blows 

Lay ftretch'd on earth, nor foon recovering rofe. 290 

A hundred had his fenfelefs fury flain, 

All ftrength was fruitlefs, all refiftance vain, 

While here and there the fcatter'd arrows light, 

None daring now t' engage in clofer fight. 

Aftolpho, Dudon, Brandimart amaz'd, 295 

With Olivero, on the favage gaz'd. 

Drawn by the noife they came, and wondering ftand 

To fee the prowefs of a fingle hand : 

When, on a palfrey pacing fwifr, they view 

A comely dame in robes of fable hue, 300 

Who ftraight to Brandimart impatient goes, 

And round his neck her eager arms fhe throws. 

This 
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This dame was Flordelis, whofc gentle breaft 
The love of Brandimart fo far poffefs'd, 
That when (he left him, in the ftream o'«thrown, 
The Pagan's thrall, her grief too mighty grown 306 
Her reafon fhook : but when flie heard the knight 
Had fent her lover, fince the lucklefs fight, 
To Algiers' town with others in his train* 
Her love refolv'd to crofs the furgy main. 310 

But ere (he parted from Marfeilles, (he found 
A foreign (hip from eaftern climates bound, 
That brought a knight who many years had told 
In royal Monodantes' houfehold old ; 
Who now had trave rs'd various regions o'er 31$ 
(Or toft on feas or wandering on the fhore) 
For Brandimart, who late in France appear'd 
. (So went the fame) and hence for France he fteer'd. . 
She knew Bardino in the hoary fage, 
The fame who Brandimart in infant age 320 

Refentful 

Ver. 319. She knew Bardino—'] This Bardino is faid by 
Boyardo to be an old fervant in the houfe of Monodant, 
father of Brandimart, who, for fome offence taken at Mo- 
.nodant, ftole from him this fon, and put him into the hands 
of a 'knight, called the lord of Sylvana's rock, where be at- 
tended himfelf the infancy of the young prince, who, after 
the death of the knight, became heir to his poffeffions * but 

C c 2 at 
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Refendili from his forrowing father took, 

And careful nourifti'd in Sylvana's rock, 

His caufe of travel known, the faithful fair 

Urg'd him with hers to join his pious care, 

And told how Brandimart to Afric fent, 325 

A wretched prifoner in Algiers was pent. 

Soon as the land they reach'd, they heard the 
towers 
Of fam'd Biferta, by Aftolpho's powers, 
Were clofe befieg'd, and heard, but doubting heard, 
That with him Brandimart in arms, appeared. 330 

When Flordelis her deareft lord beheld, 
Her fpeedy ftep, by heart-felt love impell'd, 
Declared her fecret joy, a joy that rofe 
To greater height from fenfe of former woes. 
The gentle knight who equal rapture prov'd, 33$ 
To fee that wife o'er every blefling lov'd, 
With eager warmth to meet the fairrone prefs'd, 
Receiv'd, embrae'd, and held her to his breaft, 
On her dear lips imprinting many a kifs ; 
Nor foon had fated with the guiltlefs blifs, 340 

at the time that Ziliantes was delivered by Orlando from 
Morgana, Bardino making his peace with Monodant, 
difcovers his fon to him, and Brandimart and Ziliantes are 
the fame day reftored to their father. 

But, 
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But, lifting up his eyes, by chance he view'd 
Where near the dame his old Bardino flood. 
He ftretch'd his hand, preparing to embrace 
And a(k what fortune from his native place 344 
Had drawn him thus — when now the tumult fpread 
Cut Ihort their greeting, while huge numbers fled 
Before the club, which with refiftlefs fway 
The naked fwain impell'd, and clear'd each crowded 
way. 
When Flordelis beheld with heedful eyes 
The ftrange afiailant — Lo ! the earl (fhe cries) * 350 
At once Aftolpho near, with earneft view 
Survey'd, and foon his lov'd Orlando knew, 
By tokens, which the fainted three who dweird 
In earthly Paradife, to him reveal'd : 
Elfe had the wondering warrior ne'er explor'd, 355 
In fuch a form, Anglante's courteous lord, 
Who, long diftraught, thus wild and favage ran, 
And to the wretched brute debas'd the man. 
Aftolpho, by his ftarting tear, confefs'd 
The tender feelings of a generous breaft, 360 

Ver. 350. Lo ! the tari—] The laft we heard of 

Orlando was in Book xxx. ver. 108. 

Ver. 353. — the fainted three—] Enoch, Elias, and 

Saint John. 

C c 3 To 
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To Dindon then ànd Olivero near 

He turn'd and faid — Behold Orlando here ! 

Thefe, bending ón the haplefs earl their view, 

At length in him their long-loft champion knew, 

Alike beholding with amaze and grief $6$ 

A ftate that feem'd fo hopelefs of relief. 

Of all the warlike peers were few but fhow'd 

Infc&ious forrow which their cheeks o'erflow'd. 

To whom Aftolpho thus— No longer wafte 

The time in plaints, but rather let us hafte 370 

To work his cure— he faid, and left his fteed : 

The reft their feats forfook with equal fpeed. 

Now Brandimart by Sanfonetto ftood : 

With holy Dudon, Ofivero fhowM 

A ready 

Ver. 374. — holy Dudon — -— ] An Italian commenta- 
tor calls Dudon a pattern of meeknefs and piety. Romances 
tells us, that this knight, leaving the military profeffion, be- 
came a hermit; and the poet here, by a kind of poetical an- 
ticipation, gives him this epithet, which he repeats in the 
next book. Such a (lory is told of our famous Guy of War- 
wick ; to which cifcumftance Mr. Scott very poetically al- 
ludes in his elegant defcriptive poem intitled Amwbu» 

_ _ Warwick's ancient walls, 

Where under umbrage of the mofly cliff, 
Victorious Guy, fo legends fay, reclin'd 
His hoary head befide the filver ftream, 
In meditation rapt — — ver. 188. 

Cervantes 
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A ready zeal, and all at once drew near 375 

With force combin'd to feize the madding peer. 

Orlando, who the Ihiniog band perceiv'd 

That hemm'd him round, his knotty weapon heav'd 

With twofold ftrength, and, lo! as Dudon fpread 

The fencing fhield to guard his daring head, 380 

And nearer drew, the club defcending^weigh'd 

His buckler down, but Olivero's blade 

Met half the blow, which elfe fo fiercely driven 

Through fhield and helm the mortal wound had 

given. 
The fhield it broke, the helm its fury found $ 385 
Ajjd Dudon lay extended on the ground. 
At once his falchion Sanfonetto drew, 
With fwift defcent the well-aim'd weapon flew, 
And cleft the madman's ponderous mace in two. 
Now Brandimart behind Orlando plac'd, 390 

With either arm in ftrifteft grafp embrac'd 
His heaving flank : his legs Aftolpho took, 
While to and fro enrag'd Orlando fhook 

Cervantes has a humorous paflfage, with an eye no doubt 
to thefe legends of romance, where Don Quixote and Sanchò 
debate upon turning faints or archbifliops. 

See Don Quixote. 

C c 4 The 
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; The valiant pair, till with refiftlefs might 

Ten paces off he threw the Englifh knight, 395 

/ Who backward fell : but ftill in vain he drove 

From Branéimart's tenacious grafp to move. 
With forward ftep as Olivero came, 
His hand the madman clench'd with furious aim, 
And fent him pale to earth, while drench'd in blood 
His mouth and noftrils pour'd a purple flood. 401 
Strong was the helm that fury to fuftaiji ; 
That fury ejfe had Olivero (lain ; 
Yet prone he fell, and look'd like one in death, 
Who yields to Paradife his fleeting breath. 405 

Aftolpho now and Pudon rofe, who prefs'd 
The earth fo late j but Dudon ftjll confefs'4 
His blpw receiy'd— again ereél they ftood, 
With 5anfonetto, who the knotted wood 
So ftrongly cleft : ajl three their forces join'd: 410 
Brave Dudon then with matchlefs ftrength behind 
Orlando held, while wich his foot in vain 
The madman ftroye tp c^ft him on the plain, 
The reft his arms confin'd, but uncontroll'd 
His nervous arms foon burft their ftrongeft hold. 415 
Whoe'er perchance in fome wide field has yiew'4 
J5y dogs and men a ftately bull purfu'd. 

That, 
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That, bellowing loud, as here and there he wheels, 
In either ear the fangs indented feels : 
So feem'd Orlando, more than mortal ftrong, 420 
So drew with eafe thofe mighty chiefs along. 
But Olivero, who the ground forfook, 
Where ftj-etch'd he lay beneath the madman's ftroke j 
Beheld their vigour thus in vain combined 
T effedt the deed Aftolpho had defign'd : 425 

And now he pondered in his fecret thought 
Some better means t* effeét the purpofe fought : 
Sudden he bade th* afliftant train provide 
Strong lengths of cord, with running noofes ty'd 
Thefe round Orlando's legs and arms he threw : 
The diftant ends among the warlike crew 
He gave, and each with force the cables drew. 
As fome large fteed or ox, which fwains furround 
With ruftic toils, is headlong drawn to ground ; 
So fell the earl — All rufh'd with eager hafte, 435 
Comprefs'd his hands and feet, and bound them fad. 
Thus proftrate laid, in vain Orlando ftrove 
Now here, now there, his fettered limbs to move. 
Aftolpho, who the high commi flion bears 
To heal his madnefs, for the tafk prepares : 440 
]He bids them thence remove the fenfelefs knight 2 
When Dudon, large of bone, of fincwy might, 

The 
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The earl uplifting on his fhoùlder laid. 

And to the fea th* enormous weight convey'd. 

Seven times Aftolpho bade his limbs to lave, 445 

Seven times to plunge him in the briny wave, 

Till from his face a nd body, black by toil 

In parching funs, they wafh'd the fetid foil. 

With herbs collected then (in vain oppos'd 

By (Struggling breath) the madman's mouth heclos'd, 

That not a pafiage might for air remain, 451 

Save through the noftrils leading to the brain. 

And now Aftolpho in his hand fuftain'd 

The veflel where Orlando's wit remained : 

Beneath his noftrils this with niceft care 455 

He held unftopp'd, when (wondrous to declare) 

With air inhal'd the breath returning drew 

The fubtile wit, that from the prifon flew 

Back to its native feat, nor left behind 

A fingle atom of th' ethereal mind : 460 

But more enlarg'd his manly fQul is grown, 

With eloquence and wifdom fcarce his own. 

Ver. 461. But more enlarge d — ] Thus Homer, fpeaking 
of the reftoration of the companions of UfyfTes to their na- 
tive (hape, fays they grew 

More young, more large, more graceful to the eyes ! 

Pope, Odyss. B. x. 

As 
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As one, whofe fenfe by noxious dreams oppreft, 
Sees horrid forms difturb his broken reft, 
Monfters unknown ! or in his troubled thought 465 
Has fome ftrange deed of dreadful import wrought; 
Ev'n when he wakes, his phantom fears remain, 
And itili the vifion haunts his teeming, brain : 
So when his reafon had refum'd her fway, 
Orlando long in ftupid wonder lay : 470 

On Brandimart, on England's valiant lord* 
Whofe pious care his better felfreftor'd ; 
On Arabella's brother, with a look 
Of deepeft thought he gaz'd, nor filence broke : 

But 

Ver. 473. On AliabtlUts brother j—] Alda the fair. By 
* Boyardo, Pulci, and other romance writers, it appears that 
Orlando was married, and that the name of his wife was 
Aldabella, fitter to Olivero. In the Mòrgante of Ptilti, 
Orlando, at the defeat of Ronfcevalles, recommends her at 
his death, in a pathetic prayer, to the prote&ion of Heaven» 
Her name is mentioned with Clarice (Rinaldo's wife) in the 
firft Canto of the Innamorato, amongft the lords and ladies 
of the court of Charlemain, but no where elfe, as I remem- 
ber, in the whole poem. 

Era qui nella (ala Galerana, 
Eravi Alda la moglie d 4 Orlandt>, 
Clarice, e Armellina tanto humana * "" 

Botardo. 

,,1 t 
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But while he much his prefent ftate admir'd, 475 
Nor whence he came, nor how convey'd, enquir'd j 
He marvelFd when his naked limbs he fpy'd 
From head to foot with cords fo firmlyty'd : 
At length he fpoke, as in the cavern'd fhade 
To thofe who bound him once Silenus faid — 480 
Sol vite me— and with fuch courteous mien 
He Ipoke, and look'd with features fo ferene, 

They 

Era in fala Clarice, e Galarena, 
Del Danefe Ermellina, Alda d'Orlando, 
I/una Palla parca, Paltra Diana ■ — Bern/. 
In the old poem of Afpramonte, Aldabella, fifter to Oli* 
vero, makes peace between Orlando and Olivero, who were 
at variance, and is afterwards married to Orlando, with 
, which event the poem concludes. 

See Aspramonte, C. xxiii. 

As her name only appears in the above paflage of the Fu- 
riofo, it may be thought that Ariofto was led inadvertently 
to introduce it here, from the familiarity of romance tradi- 
tion ever prefent to his imagination ; for it is likely neither 
he, nor Boyardo, meant that Orlando fhould be confidered 
in their poems as a married man : but no fuch apology can 
be made for Ariofto with refpecl: to Rinaldo's marriage^ 
which he has fo fully adopted. Sir John Harrington omits 
here the name of Aldabella : the laft tranflator, Mr. Hug- 
gins, retains the name, but probably was not acquainted 
with the circumftance that gave rife to the prefent note. 

Ver. 481. Solvite me—] Reliefs me— Ariofto here al^ 

ludes 
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They loos'd his bands, and heedful tb provide 
For every want, with covering vefts fupply'd. 
While all alike their friendly influence joinM 485 
To foothe the anguifli of a noble mind, 
For actions paft that left a fling behind. 

Orlando, heal'd of every love-fick care, 
* The dame whom once he deem'd fo good, fo fair, 
So highly priz'd, he now efteems no more, 490 
But fcorns thofe charms he held fo dear before j 
And every wilh he bends t' efface the lhame 
Which love had caft on all his former fame. 

Meanwhile to Brandimart Bardino faid, 
That Monodant, his royal father dead, 495 

He from his brother Gigliantes came, 
And all the lands that own'd his rightful claim, 

ludes to a paffage in Virgil, and puts into the mouth of 
Orlando the words fpoken by Silenus when he was furprifed 
by Egle the Naiad and two fhepherds (by Drydcn called Sa- 
tyrs) in the cave where he lay afleep. 

Solvite me, pueri : fatis eft potuifle videri. 

Ecloo. vi. ver. 24. 
Unloofe me, boys (he cry'd) 
Enough that by furprife I've been efpy'd. 

As Ariofto has infer ted the Latin words in the Italian, it 
was thought right, however ftrange it may appear, to follow 
him in the tranflation. 

(Nations 
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(Nations thai dwell amid the icatter'd ifles 

Which chearful Phoebus gilds with evening (miles) 

T* invite him now to realms beyond compare 500 

With every other, peopled, rich, and fair : 

To many a reafon urg'd he this adjoin'd, 

Sweet is his country to a patriot mind ! 

And would he now embrace his better fate, 

Henceforth his foul might fcorn a wandering ftate. 

Then Brandimart reply'4— His force to prove, 506 

In aid of Charles, and for Orlando's love, 

The fword he drew, nor would the caufc forego, 

Till Heaven fliould reconcile the Pagan foe : 

The war once done, hereafter might he weigh 510 

The duties of his own paternal fway. 

Next morn the Danifh * leader to the lhore 
Of fair Provence his vaft Armada bore. 
From England's duke Orlando learns the ftate 
Of Afric's war, and oft in deep debate 515 

Employs the time, bids ftronger fiege inclofe 
Biferta's town, but on the duke beftows 
The praife of all, while yet the noble duke 
From Brava's warrior every counfel took. 
What order they purfu'd, and how aflail'd . 520 
Biferta's city s how their arms prevail'd i 
# Dudon. 
8 The 
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The firft affault what deeds Orlando dar'd* 
And who with him the foremoft honours fhar'd j 
Be not difpleas'd if thefe I pafs awhile. 
For fubje&s not unlike to change the ftile. 525 
Vouchfafe to hoar what now demands a place, 
How by the Franks the Moors were held in chacc. 

Unhappy Agramtat alone remain'd, 
And all the perils of the day fuftain'd, 
While many a Pagan by Marfilius led, 530 

And king Sobrino, to the city fled : 
Each prince for fafety haften'd to his fleet, 
Their fafety doubtful while at land to meet. 
By their example many a knight and lord, 
Of Moorifh nation, went with fpeed oh board. $35 
Still Agramant th* unequal combat bore ; 
But when he found his force avail'd no more, 
He turn'd the reins, and yielding to his fate, 
Purfu'd the ready way to Arli's gate. 
Behind him Rabican, like lightning, came, 540 

Impell'd by Bradamant, the noble dame, 
Who glow'd with ardour for Rogero's fake 
(So oft withheld) the Pagan's life to take* 

Ver 524. —— // thefe I pafs awhile,] He defcribes the 
fiege of Biferta, Book xl. ver. 68. 

Not 
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Not lefs Marphifa burn'd with fierce defire 
T' appeafe, with late revenge, her murder'd fire : 
The goring rowels in her fiery fteed £46 

She drove, and by her own impell'd his fpeed. 
But this nor that, though borne on fury's wing, 
Could in their courfe outftrip the flying king, 
Who foon the city's clofing gates attain'd, ' . 550 
And fafely thence his anchoring vefiels gain'd. 
As when two generous leopards through the wood 
(A beauteous pair) have long with fpeed purfu'd 
The nimble goat or ftag, return'd at length 
Defrauded of their prey, with baffled ftrength, 555- 
They leave the tardy chace, and with difdain 
Lament their force and fwiftnefs urg'd in vain: 
So feem'd the virgins, fo with lhame return 'd, 
And oft with fighs the Pagan's fafety mourn'd, 
Nor ceas'd their rage, but on the remnant crew 560 
Difpers'd in broken ranks again they flew ; 
Now here, now there, their thundering weapons pour 
On thofe that falling fall to rife no more. 
What now avails the wretched bands to fly, 
When flight no longer fafety can fupply ? 565 

For Agramant, t' enfure retreat, had clos'd 
The gates of Arli next the camp expos'd $ 

01 While 
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While .every bridge that o'er thè Rhodan led,* 
His friends deftroy'd, and took from thofe who fled 
All hope — Ah ! when a tyrant's need demands, 570 
Like worthless herds are held Plebeian bands. 
Some ill the itream, and fome in feas are drown'd, 
And fome with crimfon torrents drench the ground* 
What numbers periih'd !— -Prifoners few remain 'd, 
For few, fo bold, the foe's attack fuftain'd. 57 $ 
Of all that in this laft embattled plain, 
On every fide by countlefs heaps lay (lain ; 
Though huge the throng, yet moft had prefs'd the land 
By Bradamant and by Marphifa's band. 
Still through the region many a fign appears; 580 ^ 
Where Rhodan flows, her walls where Arli j-ears, I 
The neighbouring fields are throng'd with fepul- | 
chres. J 

Now Agramant impatient gives command 
To launch the hcavieft Vefiels from the ftrand s 
Yet fome he left with lighter barks behind, 585 
To take the fugitives that wifh'd to find 
Their fafety in the fea : two days he ftay'd, 
So long the adverfe winds his fleet delay'd ; 

Ver. 583. Now Agramant—] He returns to Bradamant 
and Marphifa, Book xlii. ver. 170. 
Vol. IV. Dd The 
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The third he ftretch'd his canvafs to the gale, 
And hop'd for Afric's coaft fecure to fail. 590 

But king Marfilius with increafing dread 
Beheld the blackening clouds around him fpread ; 
And fear'd at length his own paternal Spain 
Would all the remnant of the ftorm fuftain ; 
Then fought Valencia, and with anxious care 595 
Began his forts and caftles to repair 
For war, that feem'd himfelf and friends to threat, 
From which himfelf and friends their ruin met. 

Now Agramant for Afric bids expand 
His fails, with (hips ill-ftor'd and thinly mann'd* 600 
Few were his men, but not their forrows few, "Ì 
When looking back on Gallia's fhores, they view > 
Three-fourths deferted of their wretched crew. J 
One calls his fovereign proud; one, cruel calls; 
Imprudent, one ; and, as it oft befals 605 

In times like thefe, each gladly would accufe, 
But fear forbids the murmuring tongue to loofe; 
Yet fome there were, who met in fecret, durft 
On friendlhip's faith each other's feeling truft : 

Ver. 598. From which himfelf and friends their ruin met."} 
Nothing further is faid of Marfilius, or what befel him, at 
the conclufion of the war. It appears only from what the 
poet fays in the xliid book, that the ChriAians obtained a 
complete victory over all their enemies. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe vent their rage, while he their wretched chief 
Thinks each his fovcreign loves and fhares his grief. 
A king no face beholds without difguife, 
And all he hears is flattery, fraud, and lyes. 
The king of Afric, well-advis'd, forbore 
To fteer his veffels for Biferta's fhore, 615 

Since there he knew that all the hoftile land 
The Nubians held : but higher up the ftrand, 
Where rocks difplay'd a lcfs impending fteep, 
He thinks with winding courfe to ftem the deep ; 
There, landing fafe, his forces backward fteer, 620 
And with unlook'd-for aid his people cheer. 
But foon his cruel deftiny withftood 
The fage intent the prudent leader ihow'd, 
And brought th' Armada form'd by wondrous power 
j Of gathcr'd leaves (that through the billows hoar 

i Had fail'd for France) in dead of night to meet 626 

\ The tolling veffels of the Pagan fleet, 

'Midft murky clouds without a gleam of light, 
And unprovided for fo fierce a fight. 
^Tor yet king Agramant the tidings heard, 630 
That Otho's fon with fuch a navy fteer'd 5 
Or had he heard, what faith would man bcftow n 
To tale fo ftrange, that 'midft the feas could grow r 
A hundred veffels from a (lender bough. J 

D d a Hence, 
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Hence without fear he fail'd, nor deem'd to find 
A fingie fhip t* obftruft his courfe defigti'd * 6g6 
No watch, no centinel, was plac'd on high. 
To givchim notice of X foe fo nigh. 
AftolphoVnavy, well by Dudon ftor'd 
With arms and mariners, and troops on board, 64* 
At rifing eve the Pagan veflels view'd, 
And faVour'd by the darkening night purfu'd. 
Thefe foon aflail the unprovided foe, 
JiXìà iron hooks and mifllve weapons throw» 
And grapple clofè 5 till now fo near they drew, 645 
That by their fpeech the hoftile Moors they knew. 
The bulky fhips, withfuch o'erbearing force, 
By winds propitious that impell'd their courfe, ' 
Amidft th' affrighted Saracens were fetit, 
That many a veflel to the bottom went. 650 

'The Ghriftians now their eager weapons ply'd : ' 
Flames flafh'd with wreathy fmoke on every fide : 
Huge* ftones were caft, and dire confufion fwelPd 
The troubled ocean, that had ne'er beheld 
So fierce a tempefton his watery field. 6$$ 

Brave Dudoh's men, to whom by favouring Heaven 
Unwonted ftrength and dauntlefs hearts were given 
(For, lo ! the hour by righteous powers defign'd 
To plague for.paft mifdfceds the Pagan kind) 

- * Afar 
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Afar and near fo well their arms employ'd, 660 

That Agramant could no defence provide : 
A cloud of arrows hifs'd above his head ; 
Around him fwords, and fpears, and axes fpread : 
Of fize enormous many a ponderous ftone 664 

Thundering from high, by mighty engines thrown, 
Through prow or fteerage drove with crafhing fway, 
And op'd to rufhing waves a dreadful way. 
But moft th' increafing fires annoy'd the foe, 
In kindling rapid, but in quenching flow. 
The wretched feamen would from danger run, 670 
But fwifter rulh on what they feek to Ihun. 
Some by the foe with murdering fteel purfu'd, 
Leap headlong from the decks and fwim the flood ; 
Some while their nervous arnrts their ifrelgft! fuftain, 
, Now here, now there, to fave their lives would gain 
A friendly barks the bark with numerous freight 676 
Already charg'd, rejefts their added weight : 
The cruel fword each clinging hand divides, 
The fever'd hand ftill grafps the veffePs fides, 
The (hrieking owner finks in crimfon tides. 680 
Some feek by water to prolong their breath, 
Or, dying, perifh by a milder death : 
Till, fwimming long, when hope no more prevails, 
When ftrength decays apace, and courage fails-, 

D d 3 The 
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The thought of drowning, fpitc of former dread, 685 
Recals them to the flames from which they fled : 
Eager they feize fome burning wreck, and loth 
To die of either death, they die of both. 
Some from the biting axe, or brandifh'd fpear, 
Back to the feas return with double fear ; 690 

Till fcarcc efcap'd the fate they deem'd fo nigh, • 
A dart or ftone overtakes them as they fly. 

But ceafe we here, left we the tale prolong 
To tire your patience with a tedious fong. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Agramant with great difficulty cfcapes, ^with Sobrino, in 
a finali bark, from Dudon's fleet. The fiege of Biferta. 
The aflault defcribed. Valoar of Brandi mart. The 
town is taken by ftorm. The flight and defpair of Agra- 
mant : he meets with Gradaflb, who engages to fight in 
his caufe. A meflfenger is difpatched to Orlando, in the 
names of Agramant, Gradàifó, and Sobrino, to challenge 
him and two more knights to the combat. Orlando ac- 
cepts the challenge, and names for his fellows Brandimart 
and Olivero. Rogero, after the tyuce was bro*kei*j hav- 
ing deBated* fonte time, determines tofollow Agramant to 
Africa; arriving at Marfeilles, he engages in combat 
with Dudon, to releafe feven kings, whom that knight 
had taken prifoners from the fleet of Agramant. 



THE 

FORTIETH BOOK 

OF 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

HARD were the tafk, and tedious, to recite 
The various chances of that naval fight : 
Ufclefs for thee to hear, O glorious heir 
Of Hercules unconquer'd ! as to bear 
To Samos vafes with unfruitful toil, 5 

To Athens owls, or crocodiles to Nile : 

Since 

Ver. 3. — — O glorious heir] Cardinal Hippolito de Efte* 
Ver. 5. To Samos vafes — ] A kind of proverbial cxpref- 
fion, as we would fay, " to carry coals to Newcaftle." Sa- 
mos is reported to have been famous for the making of 
earthen veffels, from the plenty of earth or clay adapted to 
that purpofe.— Concerning the owls of Athens, Tully ufes 
this expreffion : Hoc efl 9 Athenas noftuas mittam ; cc That is, 
4< I will fend owls to Athens." But the proverb arofe (fay 
fome) not fo much for the plenty of thofe birds, as becaufe 
the Athenians had a coin ftamped with the figure of an owl, 
as appears from Plutarch in the life of Lyfander, where it 

was 
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Since all I paint, but from tradition known, 
Thou faw'ft thyfclf, and haft to others ftiown. 

Great was the fpeftacle thy faithful band 
Enjoy 'd by night and day, when fafe on land, io 
As in a theatre, they view'd the foe 
With fire and fword opprcft in winding Po. 
What groans and flirieks were heard, what human 

blood 
With purple ftreams diftain'd th' infefted flood ! 
What cruel deaths in fuch dire fights they die, 1 5 
Thou faw'ft, ahd numbers could with thee defcry. 
Myfelf was abfent far — fix days had paft 
Since thence difpatch'd I went with duteous hafte, 

was laid to the charge of a great officer named Gyfippus, 
that he roofted too many owls in his penthoufe; meaning the 
money which he had concealed of the kind of coin here de- 
scribed. The Nile has been always well known to abound 
with crocodiles. 

Ver. 17. Myfelf was abfent far — J Ferrara, being be* 
fieged by the troops of Venice, and by thofe of Pope Ju- 
lius II. the duke fent Ludovico Ariofto, our poet, to the 
pope, to mitigate the anger which he had conceived againft 
the Ferrarefe. In the mean time Cardinal Hippolito ob- 
tained a vi&qry over the enemy in the river Po; and Ariofto, 
returning from his embaffy, with great hopes of reftoring 
peace, heard the account of Hippolito's fuccefs. Eugenico. 

See the life of Ariofto, where he appears to have been 
twice fent ambaffador to the pope. 

Before 
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Before the holy Sire our wants to fpeak, 
Embrace his knees and timely fuccoors feek. 20 
But foon no aid of horfe or foot we claim'd; 
Thy fearlefs arms the golden lion tam'd, 
And cruJh'd fo far that from that fatal hour, 
He ne'er again refum'd his wonted power. 
But from Alfonfin Trotto, prefent there, aj 

Afranio, Peter Moro, (kill'd in war, 
Alberto, Annibal of noble name, 
Bagnio and Zcrbinetto, like in fame* 
And Arioftos three that honours claim ; 
From thefe the deeds I learnt, and fince furvey'd 3c 
The numerous banners in the fanes difplay'd * 
And fifteen gallies that I captive view'd, 
With barks a thoufand moor'd in Tybcr's flood* 
Whoe'er beheld the flames, what wrecks beneath 
The waves were whelm'd, what grievous forms of 
death 35 

Ver. 25. — — Alfonfin Trotto?—] A kind of ftewàrd in the 
houfchold of duke Alphonfo, who kept account of all ex* 
penccs. For nari. 

Ver. 29. — Arioftos thru that honours claim.] Alphonfo, 
to whom Caftiglione addreflèd his book : the other, Ludovi* 
co's brother Alleflandro, who, from the fatire addrefled to 
him, appears to have been in the fervide of Cardinal Hippo- 
lito] the third may be Carlo or Calaflb Ariofto. Fornari^ 

Rcveng'd 
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Reveng'd our palaces by fire hid low, 

Till every flrip was ctfnquer'd from the foe, 

May judge what dreadful ills the Pagan train, .' 

Unwarn'd and weak, were fated to fuftain, 

With Agramant their king, at dead of night, 40 

Affaird by Dudon with unequal fight. 

'Twas night ; and not a feeble glimmering (hone, 
When firft the Ghriftiahs had th' afiault begun : 
put foon as fulphur, pitch, and brimftone pour'd 
On fide or ftern the crackling (hips devour'd, 45 
So clear each object feem'd reveal'd to view, 
As day frorti ocean's face the darknefs drew. 
Thus Agramant who, by the gloom deceiv'd, 
Of fmall account the hoftile fleet believ'd, 
When now the flame difclos'd their numerous power, 
He fees, "alas ! what fcarce he deem'd before, 51 
The navy's ftrength ; and in his alter'd mind 
Far other iflue to the fight divin'd. 
Then with a few the veffel he forfakes, 
And with the gallant Brigliadoro takes $$ 

Whate'sr he priz'd : a lighter bark receives 
The wretched prince j in filent halle he cleaves ' 
(Stealing from fhip to fhip) the troubled tides, 
Till fafe at diftaoce from the foe he rides : 

While 
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While far behind his wrefcehfed friends retoafo} 6b 

By Dudon thus with dreadful carnage flak. 

Fire burns them, water drowns, and fteel deftn&yjS, 

And he, the caufe of all their ruin» flies* 

So flies king Agrarflaat, and ih his fate 

Sobrino fhares, with whom he mourn* too ktte 6$ 

He once uriheedifig heard the fige foretcl 

Th* impending ills that fihee too fare btfcU . 

But let us to Orlando turn th? ftrain» , 
Who, ere Biferta's town might fuccours gai*** 
Advis'd hel* Walls and bulwarks to deftroy, 70 

That ntver more her power might France annoy. 
Thus fix'd ; the third unfiling day wa$ nam'd 
T* affault thejtown, and thro' the camp proclaim'd; 
With duke Aftolpho many fhips remain'd 
T' affift the fiege, from Dudon's fleet detain'd : 7$ 
Ofthefe he made brave S&nfonetto guide, 
.A chief by fea and land of courage try'd. 
Who now with thefe againft Biferta flood, 
And from the port a mile at anchor rode. 

Aftolpho and Orlando, who, with mind 80 

Of Chriftian frame, no enterprize defign'd 

Ver. 68. But let us to Orlando—] He returns again to 
Agraraant, ver. 278 of this book. 

2 Heaven 
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Heaven unimplor'd, bade through the camp declare 
By herald's voice a day for faft and prayer, 
Exhorting each the third returning light, 
Prepar'd to wait the fignai for the fight, 85 

To ftorm with fire and fword Biferta's town, 
And from her buildings heave the loweft done. 

When now the hoft from morn till eve had pray'd, 
And every due of pure religion paid, 
All thofe in blood or friendfliip bound, invite 90 
Each other to partake the feftive rites 
Their languid bodies then refrefh'd with food, 
They wept, embraced, and fuch their a&ions fhow'd, 
Their looks, their words, as deareft friends that part 
When thoughts of abfence rend the feeling heart. 95 
Within Biferta's walls the priefts no lefs, 
'Midft thronging numbers, to the temple prefs : 
They beat their breads, toJMacon they complain, 
But Macon hears not, and their plaints are vain. 

What 

Ver. 98. •*-— to Macon they complain^ By Macon is 
meant Mahomet. In this paflage, as in feveral others, the 
poet without fcruple blends the manners of Mahometans, 
Pagans, and Chriftians. The old Italian poets and romance 
writers, as has been before noticed, ufe indifcriminately the 
appellation of Pagan to Infidels of every denomination ; and 
Ariofto here makes his Mahometans talk of votive gifts and 

ftatues 
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What prayers arc offer'd, and what alms beftow'd 
By each apart ! what public gifts arc vow'd 101 
Of ftatues, fanes, and altars, to difclofe 
In future times their paft and prefent woes ! 
Now by their Cadi bleft, in arms prepaid, , 
The people ruih their city's walls to guard. 105 

In Tython's bed ftill fair Aurora lies, 
And darknefs ftill o'erfpreads the morning ikies, 
When there Aftolpho, Sanfonetto here, 
In armour iheath'd before their ranks appear. 
Orlando now the fignal gives, and all no 

Advance with eager fpeed t' attack the wall. 

With four extended fronts Biferta ftood» 
Two next the land, and two o'erlook'd the flood. 
Her ramparts, once by Ikilful artifts rais'd, 
Were much for ftrength and much for beauty prais'd. 
Now, wanting hands, the works by flow decay 116 
Declined ; for lince within Branzardo lay 
Begirt with foes, no workmen could his care 
Procure, nor time the bulwarks to prepare. 

ftatues, ideas totally repugnant to thedodrine of Mahomet ; 
but a ftrid obfervance of what painters call the cojiumi (or 
manners) is not to be looked for in Taflb or Ariofto. By 
the word Cadi is meant here the high-prieft or chief teacher 
of the fe&, though it ftems to be rather the title of the civil 
judge amongft the Turks. 

8 Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Aftolpho to the fcremoft place 1 20 

Aflign'd the king * who rul'd the fable race. 

Forward they nsrfh to lhake the trembling towers, 

With fierce affault-— fo thick the mingled lhowers 

From twanging bows, from flings and engines rain, 

That fcarce the Pagans can the ftorm (Villain. 12$ 

To reach the fofle the foot and horfemen drive, 

And fafely now beneath the walls arrive. 

All toil, as if on each was placed the war, 

And Hones, and beams, with ftrength tmceafing bear: 

Thefc in the fofle they caft, where deep below 130 

The waters drain'd an oozy bottfctti ftiow. 

Full foon the depth is fill'd with eager pains, 

And, lo ! the fofle is levell'd with the plains. 

Aftolpho» and with him Orlando join'd, 

Ànd Olivero, on the walls defign'd 135 

To urge the foot— impatient" of delay 

The Nubian bands, alkir'd with hopes of prey, 

Each threatening danger met with frarlefs view, 

And fheker'd with the tortoife nearer drew. 

Huge battering rams and vaft machines they bore, 

To burft the gate, and fhake the folid tower 5 141 

* Senapus. 
Ver. 121. Ajftgrtd the king who ruTd — ] Senapus, king 
of Nubia, who, after he was reftored to his fight, accompa- 
nied Aftolpho with a powerful army. 

Beneath 
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Beneath the walls they pòur'd compaót and ftrong, 
Nor unprovided found the Pagan throng* 
Thefe, from on high, fire, darts, and javelins throw, 
And ponderous ftones, and rafters fend below» 145 
The thundering tempeft falls, and batters down 
The planks of engines rais'd againft the town. 
Much toil and pain the Chriftian bands endure 
The firft aflault, while glooms the air obfcure : 
But when the fun in eaftern fplendor burns, 150 
Then changing Fortune from the Pagan turns. 
Orlando then on every fide purfues 
The fiege, and clofe by land and fea renews. 
Brave Sanfonetto with his naval power 
The port has enter'd, and pofiefs'd the fhore 5 155 
With bows and (lings he galls the foes from far, 
And every engine fram'd for miffive war j 
And darts, and fpears, and fcaling-ladders fends 
(Whate'er his (hips fupply) to aid his friends. 

Orlando, Olivero, and the knight * 160 

Who late in air fuftain'd fo bold a flight* 
With Brandimart, a fierce aflault maintain, 
Far from the fea, and next the upland plain. 

The hoft is fram'd in four well-order'd bands, 
And each brave chief himfelf a fourth commands 3 

• ASTOLPRO. 

Vol. IV* É c Walls, 
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Walls, gates, they ftoram j alike they prefs th* foe.,- 
And fhining proofs of dauntlefs courage fhow* 
Each •warrior fingly better can difplay ;•- 

His worth, than blended in a general fray, 
Whor-daim'd the fòremoft prftife a thoufand eyes 179 
Might cow be witnefs, and adjudge the prize- 
Here towers of wood are driven on wheel* v and there 
Vaft elephants, inur'd the weight to bear, _ " 
Plac'd on their backs huge caftles.iift fo high,, 
That far beneath the hoftile ramparts lie. . 175 
Lo ! Brandimart a fcaling-ladder rears 
Agaihfl the wall, and mounting others chears : 
His bold example many chiefs-pirrfae, . - 
For who would paufc with fuch a guide in view ? . v 
None heed how well the ladder might fuffice 180 
To bear the numbers that attempt to rife. 
Brave Brandimart to reach the height intqnt, 
Fights as he mounts, (and wins the battlement : 

Ver. 176. Lo ! Brandimart a fcaling-ladder rear s\ Very 
fimilar to this fpirrted paffage is the description of RrnaHo's 
attack at the walls of Jerufaletó* in Taflb, Book xviiL ver. 

■ with eager hàfte 
A fcaling-ladder bold Rinaldo plac'd ; 
■ Spears, beams, and- rafters Uom the Tamparts pour, 
Dauntlefs he mounts amid ihe ponderous fhower. 

•;- Wirl: 
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With hand and foot he ftrives, till with a hound I $♦ 

He treads the works, and whirls his falchiQQ roun4* 

He drives, overturns, he fcatters, thrulfe, and ck«Vfci> 

And many a proof of matchlefs valour leaver 

But fudden with its freight (a dreadful light) 

The ladder breaks, and headlong from the height 

Save Brandimart, the bold affailants fall, 19Q 

Ea<!h pil'd on each beneath the well- fought waU t 

Still Brandimart maintains his glorious heat, 

Nor bends his thought a moment to retreat ; 

Though far beneath his followers lie o'erthrowq, .. 

Himfelf a mark to all the bollile town. 1.95 

His anxious friends entreat him to return ; 

In vain they call — he hears with generous fcorn. 

Lo ! from the walls, full thirty yards in height* 

Within the city leaps the fearlefs knight i 

Unhfcrp&rti 

Ver. 199. Within the city Uaps — ] Arjoftp fee&« Hw fo 
have made ufe of a paflage in Quint us Curtius, wfteA 
Alexander the Great, at the fiege of Oxydrace, having 
fcalcd the walls, leaps fingi y am id ft the enemy, where lie 
fights with incredible valour, till receiving ferrai wpuriJs, 
he is nearly oppreffed by numbers that furround feirn ; whfa 
the Macedonians, terrified at the danger to which their 
king was expofed, force the gates to come to his affifhmce, 
and the city isf taken by ftorm. The action of Brandimart 
is fcarcely more romantic than that of Alexander, whofe 
courage, ftrongly ftimulatcd by his eathuftaftic admiratio* 

£ e 2 of 
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Unharm'd he lights, as if his fall to meet aoo 

Soft down or turf were ftfetch'd beneath his feet. 

Through deepening ranks of arm'd encircling foes, 

As if unarm'd, his trenchant weapon goes. 

Now here, now there, he pours with generous ire -, 

Now thefe, now thofe, before his face retire. 205 

-His frienda, without, think all relief too late 

T' avert his death, and yield him up to fate. 

From tongue to tongue th' unwelcome tidings grew : 

Loquacious Fame, enlarging as (he flew, 

To good Orlando firft her fpeed purfu'd 210 

With reftlefswing, then Otho's fon fhe view'd, 

And Olivero laft — all three, who lov'd 

The noble. Brandimart, his danger mov'd $ 

But moft Orlando— Ihould they help delay, 

Their dear companion on that fatal day 215 

«Might breathe his laft — Each for a ladder calls, 

■With emulation each afcends the walls $ 

'With fuch fierce femblance, and with looks fo bold, 

•The wither'd Pagans trembled to behold. 

,As 'midft the fcas, when rattling winds prevail, 220 

; The Soaring floods th* qndanger'd bark aflail -, 

of the ancient heroes, brings him nearer to the fabulous war* 
jriors of romance, than any other hiftorical character; unkfs 
.perhaps we except, in our own times, that of Charles XII. 
f Sweden. m .S«e QyiNTU.s Curtius ,_Book I. ch. iv. v. 

i~ - * - And 
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And now the prow and now the poop engage* 
To force their jSaflage with tetapeftgous rage j 
Pale ftands the pilot who fhould help fupply, 
He groans — he fighs — his art and courage die ; aa£ 
Till through a breach one wave its entrance fpeeds, 
And, where it enters, wave to wave fticceqds : 
So when thefe noble three the walls had gain'd, 
An eafy conqueft for the reft remain'd ; 
Fearlefs they prefs, and raife on every fide 230 

A thoufand ladders to the works apply'd. 
Meanwhile the battering ram* with ruin fhake 
The jointed ftones, and many an opening make. 
Thus, pour'd through more than one defenceléfs part, 
Affiftance came to noble Brandimart. 235 

As when the king of floods, with deepening roar, 
In fudden deluge burfts his founding fhore ; 
Wide o'er the field his rufhing tide is borne, 
The furrows drowns and fweeps the ripen 'd corn 5 
Whole flocks and fheep r cotes by the ftream are toft, 
And dogs and fhepherds in the waters loft ; 241 
While wondering fifh amid the branches glide, 
Where birds could late thè yielding air divide : 
With fuch a fury, where the walls difclofe 
A gaping breach, the martial current flows, 24$ 

E e 3 Of 
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Of (hoùting troops, with fword and brandifh'd flame 
To fink thfc rttfinant of the Pagan name. 
Rapine and Murder, foul with gory ftain, 
And Avarice, thirfting for another's gain, 
That ftately city now in ruin lay, 250 

The queen of Àfric once and firft in fway ! . 
With flaughter'd men is heap'd the groaning ground, 
Th' innumerous dreams that flow from every wound 
Swell to a pool, more difmal than the lake 
Which, circling Dis, Cocytus* waters make. 255 
From ftreet to -ftreet the hungry flames afpire, 
Domes, mofques, and portals feed the fpreading fire ; 
The pillag'd dwellings gtoans and (hrieks repeat, 
And frequent hands the wretched bofòm beat. 
Behold with piles of coftly treafure borne, 260 

The mournful vi&ors through each gate return ; 
With vafes fair, with veftments richly wrought, 
And maffy -filver from the temples brought, 
SnatchM From their fabled Gods — SaA mothers here 
Are dragg'd, and there the captive fons appear. 265 

Ver. Z55. Which) circling Dis y — ] Dante, in his Inferno, 
feigns a river of red water, of which the four infernal 
ftreams are formed. Phlegethon, one of thefe, furrounds the 
city of Dh> òr Pluto, 

Behold 
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.Behold fubje&ed to the foldiera' kift 
Matrons and maids !■ — a thousand deeds unjuft 
To good Orlandi told, but told ir> vain, 
Which he nor duke Aftolpho could reflxain. 
Brave Bueifaro, Algazieri's lord, . 270 

Was flain by galhnt Olivero'a fword,. 
All hopes of better fortune call afide, 
By. his own weapon king Branzardo dy'd. 
Soon with three wounds in death was Fulvo laid, 
Whom firft the nohk duke had prifoner made. 27$ 
When Agramant for France hU arms prepar'd, 
Thefe three he left his Afric realms to guard. 

King Agramant, who with Sobrino took 
His hafty flight, and all his Ibips forfook, 
Began with fighs Biferta to deplore, 28,0 

The caufe divin'd, when blazing from the fhore 
He view'd the flames ; but when at full were known 
The fufferings of his once imperial town, 
y rg'd by defpair, himfelf his life had clos'd, 
ljut that Sobrino fuch dire thought oppos'd. 285 

Sobrino thus — What couldft thou more beftow 
To fwell the triumph of thy haughty foe, 
Than by thy death to give him hopes to gain 
The quiet rule of Afric's wide domain ? 

E c 4 To 
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To him thy life, O king ! muft this deny, 190 

Thy life muft caufe of endlefs fears fupply. 

Long» long ere Afric (hall his laws confefs : 

Thy death alone. enfures his full fuccefs; 

That death which us of every hope deprives, 

Of hope, the only good that now furvives. ajr 

Yet live — thou ftill (halt happier hours employ 

To turn our tears to fmiles, our grief to joy. 

If thQu art loft — fure bondage is our fate, 

And Afric mourns a tributary ftate. 

If life thou wilt not for thyfelf prolong, 30a 

Yet live, O king, to fave thy friends from wrong. 

Th' Egyptian Soldan, whofe dominions lie 

So near thy own, will men and ftores fupply : 

111 muft he brook, in Afric thus o ? er-run, 

To fee the growing power of Pepin's fon, 30$ 

Thy kinfaian Norandino will fuftain 

A war fo juft thy kingdom to regain : 

And, would'ft thou feek their aid, thou foon may'ft- 

' ' find 
In aid of thee Armenians, Turks combin ? d, 
With Medians, Perfians, and Arabians join'd; 310- 
Thefé foothing words the prudent fege addrefs'cj 
» To waken comfort in his fovereign's breaft-$ '. • • 
7 But 
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But while with words his drooping lord he checr'd, 

In thought perchance far other end he fear'd. 

The wretched ftate of him too well he knojars, 315 

How vain his hope, who, when by powerful fpes 

Oppreft, beholds them feize his regal lands, * 

And flies for fuccour to Barbarian bands. 

Of this Jugurtha, Hannibal of old, 

And many a name in ftoried annals told, 390 

Example yield, and Ludovico (nam'd 

Il Moro) in our time has fince proclaimed, 

Who by another Ludovico fell : 

This knows thy brother (great Alphonfo) well, 

Ver. 319. Of this Jugurtha, Hannibal of old,] Hannibal, 
being overcome by the great Scipio, took (belter firft with 
Antiochus; but afterwards fufpetfing his faith, he went to 
Pfufias king of Bithynia, who treacheroufly prepared to de- 
liver him up to the Romans; of which Hannibal having in- 
telligence, killed hjmfelf by poifon. Jugurtha, trufting to 
the good faith of Bocchus, king of Mauritania, was by him 
delivered prifoner to Scylla. 

Ver. 321. — — Ludovico (nam'd 

Il Moro) — ] Ludovico Sforza duke of Milan, 
who fell into the power of Lewis XII. king of France. 
See note, Bopkxxxiii. ver. 245. 

Ver. 324. This knows thy brother — ] The poet here ad-f 
drefles cardinal Hippo} ito, to whom his work is dedicated. 

Who 
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Wfta deems the mah tot madriefs near, ally *d, 3 a 5 1 
That (hall (O prince !) by adverfe fortune try*d, 
More in another than himfelf confide. 
Hcfice, in that war where through the pontiff's ire 
He faw fuch foes againft his peace confpire, 
Though in his feeble ftate, he little knew 33Ò 

To frame defigns ; though he, from whom he drew 
His beft defence, from Italy was driven, 
And to his deadly foe the kingdom given ; 
Yet would he ne'er for threats or promife yield 
His caufe to others, or refign the field. 335 

King Agramant, now fleering from the weft 
His beaky prow, had through the waves addrefs'd 
His foamy courfe, when fudden from the fhore 
A dreadful tempeft rofe with hollow roar ; 
The pilot, at the helm, aloft furvey'd . 340 

The blackening fkies, and inftant thus he faid. 
I fee a gathering ftorm whofe threaten'd rage 
Not all my art fuffices to engage : 
Jf you, O chiefs ! attend what I advife, 
Near to the left a lonely ifland lies, 345 

Where we fecure may fafe at anchor keep, . , 
Till paft the fury that o'erhangs the deep. 

The king confènting, to the left they ftand, 
And fafe from perils now, approach the land 

Welcome 
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Welcome to feartien worn with length of toil, 350 

'Twixt Afrit pla<fd, and Vtitaatrt fiery foil. 

In this (mall ifland not a c« was fcttnd % 

Pale juniper and myrtle fhade the ground : 

A pleating folitude, from man remote, 

Where breed the deer, the ftag, the hare, and goat : 

By few but fifhers known ; here oft they dame, $$& 

And cleanfing from the aore aod 4*finy ftream, 

On lowly flrrubs their humid nets they dryM, 

While fifties flept beneath the tyiiet Cid& ' 

Arriv'd, another vefifel here they viewed, 3 to 

Like them by fortune Iheltering from the ft&$d i 
This the great king of Sericana bbre, 
Who late embarking, faiTd frotta Arli'i 4k(Srt. 
Together met, the kings with friendly grace 
Received each other in a dear -embrace. 3$$ 

For friends of old, and in one <:aufe combined, 
Before proud Paris* wall* in arms they (hta'd* 
With deep toncern Gradaflb heard the fate • 
Of Agramant, and to his wretched ftate 
Fair comfort gave, and, as a courteous prince, 370 
His perfon ofFer'd in his friend'^, defence $ 

Ver. ,363. Who late embarking)—] Gra3afà>Ì Icing* of 
Sericano, after finding Bayardo (fee Book xxxiii. ver. 699) 
for which he had engaged in a duel with Rinaldo, left 
France to return to his native country. 

8 But 
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But will'd him ne'er from Egypt's faithlcfs power 
(A wandering exile) fuceouro to implore. 
Enough of old was Pompey warn'd (he faid) 
Unhappy Pompey to his death betray'd. 375 

But fince thou fay'ft Aftolpho, with the bands 
Of ^Ethiopia from Senapus' lands, 
Has Afric feiz'd, and (fword and fire employ'd) 
The capital of all thy realm deftroy'd i 
And that Orlando, who with fenfelefs mind 38c* 
Late roV'd an outcaft, him. in arms has join'd ; 
Methinksrth* means I fpy, which well purfu'd 
From preferitili may work thy future good. 
For love of thee» and to maintain thy right, 
Orlando will I call to Angle fight : 3*5 

Full well. I know with me he ne'er can ftand, 
His breaft though adamant, though fteel his hand. 
He once remoy'd, the Chriftian church I hold, ~ 
As to a hungry wolf the. bleating fold. 
Then have J piann'd from Afric's realm to chace 39Q 
(Nor hard I deem the tafk) the Nubian race, 

Ver. 372. But voiWdhim »<V-] Qraflaffo, to diffuade 
Agramant (torn feeking affiftanceof the Soldan of Egypt, 
as adyifed by Sobrino, fcts before him the example of Pom* 
pey; who loft his life by trufting t p the faith ©f the Egyp* 

... , : . / . . •• -Theft 
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Thofc Nubians, whom the Nile Yfar-wihding tides 
From thefe disjoin, but more whofe faith divides 5 
The Arabs and Macrobians/ thofe with hoard 
Of gold and jewels, thefe with courfers ftor'd; 39$ 
Chaldeans, Perfians, many names that own 
My regal fway, the fubje&s to my throne i 
Thefe, at my nod, on Nubia's realm fhall fall, 
And foon from Afric every band recai. 

Unhappy Agramant full gladly clos'd 400 

With what Gradaffo's friendlhip laft propos'd. 
And deem'd his thanks to favouring Heaven were 

doe, 
That to the defert iflc the monarch drew. 
But never could he yield (though fate once more 
Would on fuch terms Biferta's walls rettore) 405 
That in his caufe, to his eternal fhame, 
Gradaffo, in his ftead, fhould combat claim. 
If in the lift Orlando mull be try'd— 
Be*mine the trial— (Agramant reply'd) 
Prepar'd I ftand— and as by Heaven decreed, 410 
Let death or vi&ory the fight fucceed. 
Be Itili the combat mine (Gradaffo cries) 
And what I wifh a fudden thought fupplies \ 
Let thou and I together wage the fight 
Againft Orlando and fome other knight, . 415 

Exclude 
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Exclude raeaot, I littte (hall complain 

If laft or firft— (thus Agramant again) 

How through the world fuch glory can I lhare, 

Or find, like thine, a partoerihip in war ? 

Sobrino then— Muft I remain behind ? 420 

Old as I fcem, yet know with age declin'd 

Experience dwells, and counfel oft avails 

In danger moft, where nerve or courage fails. 

Strong was Sobrino, and robuft in years, 
For deeds of valour fam'd above his peers : 425 
Through all his veins the vigorous fpirits flow'd, - 
As prime of youth Itili warm'd his generous blood : 
Juft feem'd his fuit— and for the deftin'd way 
A meflenger was nam'd, on whom to Jay 
Th' important charge for Afric to repair, 430 

And to Orlando's ear the challenge bears 
And urge the knight, with two brave warriors more,* 
In arms to meet the three, where round the fhore 
Of Lipadufas' ifle the billows roar. 

The meflcnger, as fuch commifllon needs, 435 
With oars and fails to reach Biferta fpeeds ; 
There finds Orlando, who o'er all prefides, 
And 'midft his friends the fpoils of war divides. 
And now in public was the fight declar'd, '. 
To which the Pagan king the Chriftians dar'd : 440 

Such 
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Such joy AgUnte> noble lord ccHifefs'dy .. .. 
With honour'd gifts the herald he carefi'd, -. , 
And fair difmilVd him— from his friends he knew 
That bold Gradaffo Durindana drew. 
Hence, through delire his weapon to regaia, .44$ 
He.purpos'd once to crofs the Indian main \ 
Alone he deem'd Gradaffo there to fipd, ..-..• 
Whom fame decjar'd by laruls and feas- disjoined 
Frpm diftant. prance : but now in happy hour 
He hopes that Fortune might his fword rettore j 45a 
With this he hopes to gain his valu'd horn 
(So long withheld) .by fam'd Almontes borne 1 
And Brigliadorq, from his lord detain 'd, 
s Which in the afield Troyano's offspring rein'd. 

Q riandò now t' engage the triple foes 4^5 

His faithful Braadimart and kinfman * chofe : 

# Olivero. 
Ver. 451. — — bis vaiti* d barn] This horn, of which no- 
thing particular is related in Ariofto, appears in the poem of 
Afpramonte to have been won by Orlando from Almontes, 
with his armour, and is faid by Boyardo to have been after- 
wards ftolen from Orlando by Brunello. Concerning the 
miraculous .horns fo frequently mentioned in romance, fee 
note to Book xv. ver. 105. 

Ver. 453. And Brigliadoro^ — ] After the death of Man?., 
dricardo, this horfe was prefented by Rogero to king Agra* 

Both 
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Both had he pfòv'd as thofe that knew not fear, 
And oft had prov'd cadi warrior held him dear. 
For him and for his friends fair fteeds he fought, 
With armour try'd, and fwords of temper wrought, 
And joufting fpears— for well (o yotr is known 464 
How from thefe knights had fortune reft their own. 
Orlando (as I told) in frantic rtlòod 
His'rriail had piecemeal fcatter'd through the wood : 
Stern ftòdomont from two their armour gain'd, 46$ 
Which long the virgin fepulchre contained. 
Few arms arid weapons now could Afric boaft, 
The bell king Agramant for Gallia's coaft 
Exhaufted to fupply his numerous hoft* 
Orlando bids from every part produce 470 

Such arms as bell might ferve their prefent ufe ; 
And on the lhore full òft the noble knight 
Confults his partners on th* expe&ed fight. 

One day, as diftant from the camp he ftood, 
With eyes intent upon the billowy flood, 475 

He faw a veflel with expanded fail 
•To Afric fpeed before the driving gale, 
Without or feamen, paffengers, or guide, 
As, fortune fped, or winds their breath fupply'd : 
With canvafs ftretch'd the veflel nearer bore 480 
Her rapid way, and reach'd at length the fhore. 
— , But 
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But ere of thefe I further can rehearfe, 
The love I bear Rogero claims the Verfe : 
His ftory.I refume, and hafte to tell 
What him and Clarmont-s noble kaight befel. 485 
Of either warrior we the tale purfue 
Who lately from the martial lift withdrew ; 
The truce o'erturn'd by breach of every right, 
And all the fquadrons mix'd in mortal fight. - 
Of each they meet the champions feek to know 49a 
Who, loft to honour, could his faith forego : 
From what fell caufe fuch impious ftrife could fpring j 
From royal Charles, or from the Pagan king. 

Meantime a fervant of Rogero, nurs'd 
In courts and camps, and faithful to his truft, 495 
Who, while the conflift rag'd 'twixt either hoft, 
Had ne'er, by fight, his deareft mafter loft, 
Approach'd, and fudden to his hand convey'd 
His fword and fteed, to give the Pagans aid , 
Rogero grafp'd the fword, his feat regain'd, 50O 
But heedful from forbidden fields refrained. 
He parted thence * yet ere he went, once titQte 
Renew'd the oath he to Rinaldo fwore : 

Ver. 482. But eri of thefe—] He returns to Orlando, 
Book xli. v v er. 179. 

Vol. IV. Ff Jf 
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If Agramant were firft the truce to break. 

Him and his feót for ever to forfake. 505 

Of all he fought, and learnt alike from each, 

That firft from Agramant began the breach. 

Him dear Rogero lov'd ; and this could give 

Small caufe, he fear'd, his fovercign lord to leave. 

Already have I told that, thoufands (lain, 510 

Difpers'd and loft were Afric's broken train, 

Low in the wheel's unliable motion hurl'd, 

As fiie * decrees, whofe empire rules the world. 

Now held Rogero with himfelf debate 

T' abide in France, or fhare his monarch's fate ; 515 

When love, that held him with a powerful rein, 

From Afric's land would (till his fteps detain $ 

And dread of (hame his other thoughts control'd, 

And bade him faith with good Rinaldo hold. 

No lefs refleftion rankled in his breaft, 520. 

That thus to quit king Agramant diftreft, 

Muft argue fear— though juft to fome might feem 

The caufe, yet others might his ftay condemn j 

And urge the litenfe fuch an oath to break, 

At firft unlawful, and unjuft to take» $25 

That day and all the live-long night he mus'd, 

And all th' enfuing day in doubts confus'd ; 

Z Fortune. 

At 
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At length he fix'd to bid awhile adieu 

To Gallia's realm, his fovereign to purfue, 

Full well his foul love's potent rule obey'd, 530 

But more his loyalty arid honour fway'd. 

He turn'd to Arli, hoping there to find 

Some Tiirkifti bark to fpeed his courfe defign'd. 

At fea or anchor not a bark he found, 

Nor Pagans faw, but lifelefs on the ground ; 535 

For Agramant, what (hips his need requir'd 

Departing took, the reft in port lie fir'd. 

His aim deceiv'd, to reach the neighbouring ftrand 
Of fair Marfeilles, Rogero pafs'd by land, 
In hope fome vefiel there might waft him o'er, 540 
To feek his lord, to Afric's diftant fhore. 
The Dane who late at fea fo bravely fought 
The Moorifh fleet, his prifoners hither brought. 
Scarce could a grain be caft amidft the flood, 
So thick around th' innumerous navy rode : 545 
So clofe each bulky fhip to fhip was join'd, 
Each fhip with viftors and with captives lin'd. 
The Pagan veflels, fav'd that fatal night 
From fire and wreck (fave thofe that fcap'd in flight) 
By Dudon taken, now Marfeilles had gain'd, 550 
With thefe, feven kings, who once in Afric reign'd, 

F f 2 Who 
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Who when they faw their kingdom's overthrow, 
With their feven fhips fubmitted to the foe. 
That day had Dudon left his deck to meet 
His fovereign Charles, and landing from the fleet 
His fpoils and captives, rang'd in Jong array $j6 
The folemn triumph through the public way. 
Abaih'd and mute th' unhappy prifoners ftand ; 
Around exult the conquering Nubian band $ 
While, caught from man to man, with loud acclaim 
The neighbouring cliffs refound with Dudon's name. 

This fleet, for Agramant's, the warlike youth 
At firft believ'd, and eager for the truth 
His courfer fpurrM j but as he nearer drew, 
Too foon his eyes the mournful captives knew. 565 
The king of Nafamana there he view'd : 
There Bambirago, Agricaltes flood ; 
There Ferraurantes, Rimedon renown'd -, 
Balaftro, Manilardo there he found. k 569 

All thèfe, with looks declin'd deep anguifti fhow'd, 
While down each cheek the manly forrows flow'd. 

Ver. 567. Agricaltes — ] Here is an apparent flip of the 
poet's memory ; for Puliano, king of Nafamana, and Agri- 
caltes, were killed by Rinaldo in the xvith Book, and Balaf- 
tro by Lurcanio in the xviiith Book, 

Rogero 
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Rogero faw, nor faw with breaft unmov'd, 
The doleful ftate of thofe whom dear he lov'd ; 
But well he knew entreaty here would fail, 
And aid, enforc'd by arms, alone prevail. 575 

Againft their guards his refted fpear he drove, 
Nor fail'd his fpear its wonted force to prov«. 
His falchion next he drew, and round him flain 
A hundred fell, and groaning bit the plain. 
Dudoh the tumult hears, beholds the blows 580 
RogerQ gives, nor yet the warrior knows : 
He fees his men, who turn their feet to fly, 
With many a groan, with many a fearful cry. 
In corflet, mail, and cuifhes arm'd he (lands, 
And fwift his courfer, fhield, and helm demands. 585 
Lightly he mounts his feat, receives his lance, 
And Ihines confeft a Paladin of France. 
He bids the troops on either hand recede, 
And goars with iron heel his foamy fteed. 
A hundred now Rogero's arm had kilPd, 590 

And rifing hopes each captive's bofomiUFd : 
When holy Dudon on his fteed he view'd, 
As round on foot th* ignoble vulgar ftood f . 

Ver. 592. When holy Dudm—] See Book xxxix» note ta 
ver. 374. 

He 
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He deem'd him leader of the powers, and flew 

To give the warrior-chief a warrior's due. 595 

Him Dudon met, but when approaching near, 

He faw Rogero come without his fpear, , 

His own he caft afide, as one in fight 

Who with advantage fcorn'd t* aflail the knight. 

Rogero, when the courteous aft he fpy'd— 600 

Sure yonder warrior (to himfelf he cry'd) 

Or much I err, is one of many nam'd 

^he Paladins, in fields of battle fam'd : 

Fain would I, ere we join in combat, know 

The name and lineage of my gallant foe. 605 

He afk'd ; and by his fair reply was known 

Dudon the brave, the Dane Ugero's fon. 

To him good Dudon made the like requeft, 

Rogero equal courtefy exprefs'd. 

Againft each other now (their names declar'd) 610 
They hurl defiance, and for deeds prepar'd. 
That iron mace, which in a thoufand fields 
Had giv'n him endlefs glory, Dudon wields : 

With 

Ver. 612. That iron mate — ] The poet here arms Dudon 
with a mace, and Rogero with a fword, which may feem ra- 
ther lingular, as it is not explained how fuch difference of 
weapons was confonant to the laws of chivalry, nor is there 

any 
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With this full well his rightful claim he fhow'd 
To Danifh valour and Ugcro's blood* 615 

That fword, which helm and cuirafs can divide, 
Which fcarce is equaird through the world befide, 
Rogero grafps, and while he grafps, difplays 
Avirtue pair'd with noble Dudon's praife. 
But good Rogero fear'd, o'er every fear, 620 

T' offend the virgin to his foul fo dear; 
Aflur'd if by his hand the knight fhould bleed, 
Her hatred mull attend the lucklefs deed. 
Skiird in each noble houfe of France, he knew 
Dudon his birth from Armellina drew, 625 

Sifter to Beatrice, of whom was born 
His Bradamant, whofe gifts her fex adorn. 
Hence ne'er with point direft the thruft he bends, 
And feldom with its edge his blade defcends : 
Still on his guard, as falls the ponderous mace, 630 
The ftroke he parries, or he ftiifts his place. 

any other example of the kind in Ariofto or Boyardò, though 
it is here faid that Dudon was celebrated for the ufe of this 
weapon. It is however certain, that the poet does not im- 
ply that any unfair advantage was taken, ancelle commend^ 
the courtefy of Dudon for calling away his fpear to meet 
Rogero on equal terms. After all, the introduction of the 
mace might arife folely from a defire of giving more variety 
to the battle. 

io Well 
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Well Turpin thinks that by Rógero flain 

Had noble Dudon preft the fanguine plain ; - 

But he> who fears th* advantage given «to ufe, 

Still fights with caution, nor his ftroke purfues. 635 

By turns Rogero in his fkilful hand 

With flat or edge his falchion can command : 

Now whizzing round his rapid weapon flies. 

And with fuch force aftonifh'd Dudon plies, 

That fcarce with dazzled cyefight can he rein 640 

His frighted courier, or his feat retain. 

But more henceforth — who deigns to lend an ear, 
Some future time the finifh'd tale fhall hear. 
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